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The View from Here 
"What to Look For When Choosing 

A Church"  
- by Dr. Bryan Salminen 

The following article was written by the Rev. Dr. Bryan 
Salminen for the purpose of being published in the 
Cadillac News.  It was also given to all of the members of 
the church he served, Emmanuel, Cadillac. I’ve had this 
article in an electronic file for some time now, so I’d like to 
release it to the good folks of St. John as an installment of 
“The View from Here” for February 2017.  In this article 
Dr. Salminen tackles, what he has correctly identified as, 
one of the most perplexing issues of the Christian life 
today:  "Which church should I attend?"  Although the 
worship service should be engaging, too often, it seems, 
many look to be "entertained."  Pastor Salminen gives 
some sound, biblical, easily understandable, thoughts and 
advice on this subject ... Pastor Winter 

One of the most perplexing issues of living the Christian life in 
twenty-first century America is where to go to church. New 
believers seeking their first church home, long-time Christians 
relocating to an unfamiliar place, and even those well 
entrenched in a particular church must face this issue head on. 
That’s because so much of what passes for “church” today isn’t 
really church, at least, not as the New Testament presents it to 
us. Therefore, if you are seeking a church home, the only place 
to discover what really matters is in the Bible. The Book of Acts 
offers us a blueprint for church life:  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, pleasing God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) 
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching …”  

The first thing we discover about this early 
church is a commitment to the teaching of the 
apostles. These early believers heard the 
apostles firsthand; however, we have this very 
same teaching in our Bibles. Therefore, a good 
church is a Bible-centered church. Nothing is as 
important as this -- not a large congregation, a 
witty pastor, or tangible experiences of the Holy 
Spirit. These first believers never made 
personal experience the touchstone of their 
faith, which is a common error today, because 
the Bible is God’s supreme instrument for 
renewing his people in the image of Jesus. If you 
take time to read through the entire Book of 
Acts, you will discover it is full of the centrality of 
preaching. 

Unfortunately, preachers who distort God’s 
Word are all too common today. Sometimes this 
springs from a sincere desire to soften hard 
hearts, but hearts aren’t changed by 
compromise. A preacher may be tempted to 
water down the truth about sin and the need for 
repentance, or the difficult parts about the 
incarnation and atonement, and replace them 
with misguided promises of personal prosperity 
or a focus on political issues. Or he may adopt 
the technique of an anecdotal preacher, 
departing from Scripture and telling a series of 
amusing stories. So, then, the first thing to seek 
in a church is a commitment to sound doctrine.  

“They devoted themselves… to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.”  

The Bible introduces us to two sacraments 
given to us by the Lord Jesus himself. These 
sacraments -- baptism and the Lord’s Supper -- 
will be found in every faithful church, i.e., they 
are not optional because they are commanded 
by Christ and give Christ to His people. 

To be sure, many Christian denominations 
argue and debate about what is actually offered 
in these sacraments.  Are they mere symbols? 
Or do they actually give Christ in the water and 
the word, a visible word?  And is the Lord’s 
Supper a symbol for something that is not 
present, namely the body and blood of 
Jesus?  Or is the Lord’s Supper the very body 
and blood of Christ given for the forgiveness of 
sins? 

The Lutheran church confesses that Christ is 
given in holy baptism and adopts a person into 
the family of God. We also confess that along 
with the bread and wine in the Lord’s supper, the 

body and blood of Christ are truly present as 
Jesus says, “this is my body…..this is my 
blood.”    A faithful church will provide a clear 
explanation of the sacraments and how to 
participate. In addition to the sacraments, 
prayer, too, is a vital element of a healthy 
church. A good church will include prayer in the 
worship service and will emphasize both 
corporate and personal prayer. 

“Everyone was filled with awe…” 
Joy, reverence, and a sense of awe 

characterized the worship of the believers in the 
New Testament church. They had a grasp of 
how high and holy God is -- his transcendence -
- as well as the fact that he indwells his people -
- his immanence. A good church, therefore, is 
one that is concerned about reverent worship. 

However, reverence does not mean that we 
are restricted to a particular style of music or 
liturgical structure. In fact, every worship service 
should be a joyful celebration of the mighty acts 
of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Although 
worship services ought to be dignified, it is not 
right for worship services to be dull. 

Now it is possible for dignity to be dull and for 
expressions of joy to be irreverent, but the 
pattern in the early church does not set dignity 
and joy in opposition to one another, which is an 
all too common practice in contemporary 
evangelical circles. In the early church everyone 
was filled with awe because the Lord Jesus was 
present; there was reverence and rejoicing, 
formality and informality, structure and absence 
of structure. Trumpets sounded and cymbals 
clanged and other instruments joined in this 
great cacophony of sound and they raised their 
voices in praise to the Lord and they sang. 
These believers weren’t on some emotional trip, 
but were instead declaring theology. In a good 
church, the worship will focus on truth and 
engage the minds of those who come. It may 
also be emotional in as much as such emotion 
is a reflection of hearts caught up in wonder and 
praise. 

… That’s the View from Here (There?” 
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News on Bible Studies . 

 Sunday Morning Adults 

  SMALL GROUP NEWS – The 
Sunday 9:30 Small 
Group is meeting to watch and 
discuss A Man Named Martin, 

Part 1 – The Man.  

Synopsis:  In A Man Named Martin - Part 1: The 
Man viewers encounter Martin Luther, a 15th-
century religious reformer from Germany who 
broke ranks with the Catholic Church. This Bible 
study is the first of a three-part series devoted to 
Martin Luther -- a monk whose Spirit-inspired 
grasp of God's justification of sinners through 
faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of the 
Protestant Reformation.  

In this five-session Bible study, Luther's life 
and times are examined through the lens of 
history, religion and theology. Expanding on 
commentary from Rev. Gregory Seltz, 
Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, 
numerous scholars add their 
expertise and perspective to render 
an illuminating portrait of the life of this 
extraordinary human being.  
If you missed participating in this very 
interesting study on Thursday mornings, bring 
your coffee and join us. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT STUDY -  
We’re continuing “A Longer Look at the 
Lessons”, digging deeper into the scripture 
lessons of each week.  Come join us in the 
Luther Room beginning at 11:00am.  Feel free 
to bring along your coffee, a treat, and a 
friend! 

 

Ladies Bible Study Group: 
Submitted by Monika Pfannes 

 We have launched the New 
Year with a new study!  “Keep It 
Shut – Knowing what to say, How 
to say it, and When to say nothing 
at all!” by Karen Ehman.  After just one meeting 
(the second meeting hadn’t occurred when this 
article was submitted) I can sense a really good 
time ahead as we ladies join in fellowship, 
learning and much laughter.  We are welcoming 
some new faces and always have room for 
more.   

News From the Branch –  
Submitted by Glen Bromm-  
KIDZ CHURCH 

At this time we are in desperate 
need of a Sunday School/Kidz 
Church teacher for the fourth 
through sixth grade class. We currently have a 
couple students that should be in this class but 
are participating in the younger grade until a 
teacher can be found.  Brigitte Doehring has 
come forward to serve as a substitute teacher 
but is unable to commit to regularly serve. While 
the attendance at our weekly Kidz Church varies, 
and at times we may not have any students in 
the 4-6 group, it is important that we are ready 
when the opportunity to serve the children God 
brings us appears.  Anyone willing to help 
spread the Gospel, please contact me at 989-
329-5584.  Yours in Christ, - Glen   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We began a new eight week session of 
Centershot Children’s Archery Ministry on 
Saturday, January 28.  We are meeting at 10:00 
am at the Artesia Youth Park with classes 
ending at 11:30am.  Parents can register their 
child(ren) at the beginning of class. All 
equipment will be provided. Each class includes 
a 20 minute Bible Study and archery instruction.  
Children ages 7-18 are welcome.  Feel free to 
contact Glen Bromm (989-366-5584) with 
questions or if you’d like to volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Those Who Serve... 
   Please submit names of those you know 

who are currently serving so we can print 
an updated, and accurate list for 2017 

Ladies 
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News From . . .  

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre  

The Outreach Team will hold 
the bi-monthly Community 
Meals next month. This regular 
event is for congregation members and the 
community at large and is intended to provide a 
place for fellowship as well as outreach.  We 
would be happy to see even more familiar faces 
on the serving and receiving side of the table.  
Come join us on March 8, 2017.  As Lent will 
have begun, we would like to combined this 
dinner with our midweek Lenten Supper. Menu 
TBA  

News From . . .  

 Ladies Aid & LWML 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre 

What are you missing 
when you miss Ladies 
Aid/LWML meetings? 

A Lot! 
So what’s a meeting like? – Many members 

bring a brown bag lunch at noon (or any time 
before the meeting starts) and spend time in 
friendship and fellowship. The meeting starts at 
1:00 and lasts for approximately 1 hour.  We 
learn, have fun, and share a spirit of giving.  We 
also work on projects to benefit our local 
community.  Those “Courage Bracelets” you’ve 
seen worn by those undergoing chemotherapy 
– we’ve made a few of those! We created 
handmade Christmas cards for nursing home 
and homebound parishioners which were 
delivered with fresh poinsettias.  Ever hear of a 
Prayer Rock? – we made those wonderful little 
reminders to help us become prayer warriors for 
our families, our church, our country and 
ourselves. We have invited and enjoyed guest 
speakers, LaWanda North & Linda Larobardiere 
from Project HOPE. They gave us a 
presentation about the history & mission of that 
local organization (now called Roscommon 
County Food Pantry).  On a far-reaching scale, 
our LWML group led us in making many 
beautiful quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 

So what’s coming up? In February we’ll make 
handmade Valentine Cards. In April, Sonya 
Springer-Fox will tell us about the KERYX 

Prison Ministry and there is much more planned 
for the rest of the year.  Our final monthly 
meeting for this school year will be held at a 
local restaurant in June. 

Remember – all ladies of St. John are 
automatically part of these groups and are 
invited to attend our meetings and activities.  We 
would love to see you at our next meeting, 
February 2nd! 
  

The Red Cross Blood Drive 
Submitted by Erika L. Holliday on behalf of the Flint 
Red Cross team  

  On Monday, January 9, 2017, we 
held our bi-monthly blood drive here 
in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
following is a note received with the 
results of the drive that day: 

  Thank you for sponsoring an American Red 
Cross blood drive.  Thank you for your 
continued support of the American Red 
Cross. We’re looking forward to seeing you 
next time. Happy New Year! 
Here are your results: 
    Presenting Donors:  59 
    Total Units:  53 (Goal was 48!) 
 

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Breaking the Bad News 
Fatigue 

February 2017 

Do you read the paper? Watch CNN or Fox? 
Then you know one thing: there is a ton of bad 
news out there. Persecution. Death. Security 
threats. Natural disasters. The loss of religious 
liberty. And the list goes on. 

Sometimes it feels unavoidable, like you can’t 
turn it off, and even hearing a little bit of good 
news doesn’t seem to outweigh the bad. 

We worry about the present, to be certain, but 
even more about the future. “How will my 
children survive in a world like this?” Life in a 
bad-news world is never comfortable. It’s 
certainly not a #blessedlife. 

As usual, the Psalms address this very thing. 
“Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears 
the LORD, who greatly delights in His 
commandments!” (Psalm 112:1). 

Okay, that doesn’t sound like it’s talking about 
living in our fallen world. But it does say that 
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those who fear the Lord are blessed. Maybe we 
fall short in our “fear of the Lord,” but Jesus 
certainly didn’t. He is the One who perfectly 
fears the Lord, who delights in His 
commandments. And this is good news 
because, through Baptism, we are in Christ. 
What goes for Jesus goes for us. 

And the news gets even better. Later, in verses 
6–8, we hear, 

For the righteous will never be moved; 
he will be remembered forever. He is 
not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, 
trusting in the LORD. His heart is steady; 
he will not be afraid, until he looks in 
triumph on his adversaries. 

 As bad as the bad news is, we don’t have to 
be afraid. We should fear the Lord, but we 
should not fear the world and all of its bad news. 
The same goes for our children, as they, too, are 
in Christ. He has conquered all, and we don’t 
have to spend one more minute worrying about 
what we see and hear and read. The world will 
always have bad news, but it will never take 
away the Good News of Christ. 

So what do we do? Turn off the TV? Cut the 
Wi-Fi? Put our fingers in our ears and, like a child 
who doesn’t want to clean his room, say la-la-
la-la-la-la? Maybe! 

While it’s good for us and our children to stay 
on top of the world’s news, we are under no 
moral obligation to be 100 percent informed on 
all topics at all times. In fact, sometimes being 
over-informed can only cause anxiety, or can cut 
into our time in raising children or providing for 
our families. It can cause us to become full of 
worry for what tomorrow holds, for us and our 
children. It’s okay to take a news fast. To take a 
step back. To pray for the world and those in it 
and then leave it in God’s hands. 

After all, we have nothing to fear. Out trust is 
in the Lord, and He is the One who will 
ultimately make it all right. He already took the 
worst of news – the death of His Son – and 
turned it into the best of news, forgiveness of 
sins and life eternal for us. Someday soon, and 
maybe not soon enough, His Good News will 
have the final say, once and for all. No more 
death, no more disaster. I can barely wait to read 
the headlines then! 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

News From . . .  
 The Church Office 

 CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. John Lutheran Church 

2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive 

Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

Phone: (989) 366-5164 
Fax: (989) 366-4420 
Email:   stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 
Website:  www.stjohnhl.com 

Newsletter Items can be submitted by contacting 
the church office or by email and should be 
submitted by the 3rd Friday of each month. 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
Please visit our website! There you will find links 

to listen to Pastor’s sermons, Bible Reading Plans as 
published last year, the monthly calendar, the current 
newsletter as well as archive copies of previous 
editions, photo albums of past church events and 
much more.  If you would like to see additional 
information not currently developed, let the office 
know and we’ll explore adding your suggestion.  

 

Invitation News From Other 

Congregations. . .  

Ash Wednesday – March 1, 2017 
From Faith Lutheran 

Church – Prescott 
Welcome *** You are 

invited to attend Faith’s 
annual SILENT 
BREAKFAST held each 
year on Ash Wednesday 
to begin the Lenten Season. A morning to 
experience the presence of the Lord as you read 
His Word and worship while enjoying a 
continental breakfast with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Immediately following your one 
hour quiet time, Pastor Dan Jansen will close 
with a short devotion and the receiving of the 
ashes to signify that we are sealed with Jesus. 

Everyone welcome! 
Place:  Faith Lutheran Church 

5315 Henderson Lake Rd 
Prescott, Michigan 
989-873-4506 

Time:   9:30am 
“Be still and know I am God” (Ps 46:10a) 
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News From . . .  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 
335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct 
Choice Dollars® to more than 32,000 
churches, schools and other nonprofits, 
including St John Lutheran Church, through 
Thrivent Choice®. Based on member 
recommendations, St John Lutheran 
Church received $4,702 in charitable 
outreach funding in 2016. The Thrivent 
Choice program helps members of Thrivent 
Financial make a positive impact in their 
communities.  

REMIND SUPPORTERS THAT 2016 
CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE SOON!  

Now is the time to promote Thrivent Choice. 
All 2016 Choice Dollars have been made 
available for members to direct so there is no 
reason to wait. Use the free promotional 
materials available on the Thrivent Choice 
page on Thrivent.com to easily remind your 
supporters about Thrivent Choice® and the 
positive impact that can be made by directing 
Choice Dollars to your organization. As a 
reminder, 2016 Choice Dollars expire on 
March 31. 

 
The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program engages Thrivent 
members and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants that 
support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and its 
purposes under state law. All grant decisions, including grant 
recipients and amounts, are made at the sole discretion of Thrivent. 
Organization enrollment in and receiving grant funding through 
Thrivent Choice® is subject to the Terms and Conditions for 
Organizations Receiving Choice Dollars® Grant Funding.  

 

International News You Might Not 
Have Known. . . 

Reformation 500!  
The following article appeared in the Winter 2017 issue of 

Lutherans Engage, p12-15, written by Pamela J. Nielsen 

 
“It’s a terribly dramatic story,” says the Rev. 
Adam Lehman, LCMS missionary to Spain. 
“There is a Lutheran history here; it’s 500 years 
old, and it’s mostly tragic and violent and bloody, 
and the fact that the Lutheran doctrine has 
returned to Spain after all that is really kind of 
cool.” 

Lehman and fellow missionary Rev. David 
Warner are a lonely sight as they walk across 
the Plaza Mayor in Valladolid, Spain, on a cold, 
rainy November day, with their wheeled bags 
rumbling behind them. They are here to visit the 
only Lutheran family living in this ancient city 
where 458 years prior, 16 Lutherans, convicted 
as heretics, were burned at the stake. 

The missionaries are greeted with hugs and 
cheek kisses and loud words of welcome as 
they enter the apartment home of Jose Antonio; 
his wife, Sandra; and their son, Juan Jose. The 
two are doctors and native Columbians. The 
family has eagerly waited for this visit from their 
pastors. Soon, the dining room table is covered 
with Spanish olives, salamis, cheeses and 
bread, and red Spanish wine fills glasses as 
these parishioners visit with the pastors long 
into the night. 

Church on the Move 

But first things first. This is not a social call. The 
Church has come to these souls hungry for the 
bread of life. Warner wastes no time as he 
unpacks his bag and prepares an altar with the 
communion vessels. On his iPad is the 

https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=pO6Gc-YfB6sh_xHj9mm54pwG1ubbMdfeu8e4DLs_4aa3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9MiZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=pO6Gc-YfB6sh_xHj9mm54pwG1ubbMdfeu8e4DLs_4aa3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9MiZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=HB3-zvDm3OgbcSW2Y6H3wtrO-J2Y6NoYuv55oo6X92K3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9MyZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=0yq7t5qbZo4j53uc7sOYpABdU1EFL89kBBUhWLE_S2q3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9NiZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=0yq7t5qbZo4j53uc7sOYpABdU1EFL89kBBUhWLE_S2q3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9NiZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=JvVA139rZI3DkE02_SJmpdFrCcx9nmjxmoz_v372kPu3ToZOIUbUCAFodHRwOi8vY29udGVudC5lbWFpbC50aHJpdmVudC5jb20vZW1lc3NhZ2VJUlMvc2VydmxldC9JUlNMP3Y9NSZhPTEwMDU1JnI9MjI5OTEmbT02NDQ3Jmw9MSZlPTImeD0yNDU3ODcxLjA.
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Concordia Organist, which provides musical 
accompaniment as the little flock sings the 
liturgy and hymns for the Divine Service. 

Jose’s voice cracks as he describes what such 
visitations mean to him: “It has two faces – the 
first is that it is a privilege. The other is that there 
is no Lutheran community here, so it is very 
good for us that the church is beginning here. 
It’s not easy to be three Lutherans here alone.” 

This is the situation for at least half of the 75 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Spain, who are spread throughout the country in 
17 cities. 

“If we are blessed, we are together four to five 
times a year,” Warner says, speaking of his 
scattered flock. “It’s a big part of the challenge.” 

The dispersed Lutherans are a result of online 
outreach efforts by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Argentina some 16 years ago, when 
they partnered with two Spanish families to lay 
the foundation for a Spanish Lutheran church. 

For Warner and Lehman, ministry is always on 
the move – by foot, train, cab or plane. There is 
even a member family in the Canary Islands. 
Monthly travel costs exceed $1,200 for the two 
of them. 

Three Congregations 

Small congregations exist in Madrid, 
Cartagena and Seville, where a group of people 
live and come together weekly in rented spaces 
– a hotel meeting room, an Episcopal church 
and, hopefully soon, a form discotheque. 

“In Madrid, it’s completely lay driven,” Warner 
says. “I’m there once a month. The other 
weekends they get together on their own in their 
homes. I give them some liturgies and sermons 
and Bible studies.” 

In Cartagena, there’s a seminarian who leads 
the devotion the missionaries provide. He 
studies through the online program Formación 
Pastoral Hispano, a partnership between 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and Seminario Concordia in Argentina. 

The men are grateful for the regular extended 
visits of the Rev. Dr. Arthur Just Jr., a professor 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, who helps 
to care for the flock and mentor these new 
missionaries. Just lived in Spain as a teenager 
and has been making visits for nearly a decade. 
Celebrate the Reformation? 
As the Lutheran world celebrates the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation, that milestone 
occasion is tempered by the daily realities and 
challenges faced by the Spanish Lutherans. 
They are much more concerned about what will 
happen to their Lutheran church. They want to 
be Lutherans, but they worry about what will 
happen if the missionaries leave. 

“This is a big topic,” Warner says, as he talks 
about the three former Argentine missionaries 
who have come and gone in the span of 10 
years. 

“It’s not about 
persons; it’s about 
Christ and His 
Gospel, and He is 
going to do it,” 
Sandra says with 
conviction. “But it 
is about persons 
because someone 
has been your pastor, or your mother or 
grandmother. Someone has read you Bible 
stories. Someone spoke the Word to you. And 
those someones are really important on a basic 
human level.” 

She often wonders what will happen. “We’ve 
had pastors leave before,” she says. 

When asked to explain why he is Lutheran, 14-
year-old Juan Jose says, “Because I believe in 
what’s in the Bible – for me the idea is that Jesus 
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came, He saved us. I am Lutheran because I 
believe in what God said.” 

The Plan for Spain 

Warner and Lehman are concentrating their 
efforts in Seville, while continuing to care for the 
members who are spread far and wide. They 
want to establish a permanent location for 
ministry efforts of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Spain. Doing so will provide 
legitimacy for Spaniards who are skeptical of yet 
another non-Catholic religious group entering 
their country. 

The two have set clear priorities, which include 
focusing on growing congregations and 
providing regular theological education for the 
one Spanish pastor, the two seminarians and 
other emerging lay leaders – an effort aided by 
visiting pastors and professors from the LCMS 
and Latin America. 

At the heart of their ministry, Warner and 
Lehman are focused on providing the Gospel in 
Word and Sacrament even as they begin to 
intentionally teach and practice the theology of 
mercy. Key to their outreach is the use of digital 
technology to proclaim the Gospel throughout 
Spain. 

This seemingly odd couple – Lehman with his 
carefully curated attire of aviator glasses, jeans 
and tweed blazer and Warner in his relaxed 
wardrobe of cargo pants, jacket and polo shirt – 
enjoys a wonderful repartee frequented by 
verbal pokes and jabs. Their personalities 
clearly complement each other. 

The two former Marines are focused, 
determined and working their plan, all while also 
being realistic about the challenges they face. 

“To a large degree, it’s a big leap [for 
Spaniards] to leave the church they were born 
into,” Lehman says. “The Roman Catholic 

Church affects everything, it’s so ingrained in 
society – to leave that is to leave a significant 
part of what the daily life is.” 

However, in this country of almost 50 million 
where 70 percent of the population claims to be 
Roman Catholic, most are Catholic in name 
only. 

As Warner sips a coffee at an outdoor café in 
Seville, where steeples and 
religious symbolism are ever 
present, he says, “It’s almost 
otherworldly to have so much 
appearance of Christianity but 
so little real Christian life, but 
that’s normal here.” 
 

February Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 
Feb 02 – Ladies Aid/LWML 
Feb 02 – Elders Meeting 
Feb 04 – Centershot at Artesia 
Feb 05 – Super Bowl Sunday! 
Feb 08 – Board of Directors Meeting 
Feb 09 – Ladies Bible Study 
Feb 14 – HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
Feb 17 – March Newsletter Deadline 
Feb 23 – Ladies Bible Study 

Feb 28 – Pastors’ Winkel 
 

 
 

 

 

News From the Airwaves -  

You can find them on your dial ... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts 

out of the following stations: 

Station City, State Freq/Band Day, Time 

WSAM Saginaw 1400 AM Sun 8:30a 

WFCX Traverse City 94.3 FM Sun 7am 

WFDX Traverse City 92.5 FM Sun 7am 

you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org 

 

Don't forget to join us for 
Fellowship Between Sunday 

morning services! 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed  

Please sign up in the Kitchen  
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