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The View from Here 

How Can I Get Along with People 
I'm Not That Fond Of? 

As I write this little article, it’s the time of 
year for visiting with family, but, to be honest, there are folks that 
don't like some members of the family. How can a person get 
along with people of whom they are not that fond? This question 
can really get to the heart of some serious holiday struggles. It’s 
also a good example of how life is not easy, but God's Word 
doesn't shy away from the difficult issues. 

That's one of the many things that we as God people can 
appreciate about God's Word. The Bible puts real life on display 
and is honest about our struggles, sins, and flaws. But it also gives 
us God's real hope in the midst of our human mess. 

In terms of getting along with difficult family members, there 
are several options we might want to pursue. We could avoid 
people we don't like. We can fight with people we don't care for. 
We can be sneaky and play games with people who rub us the 
wrong way. But those methods only cause more discord in 
relationships and difficulty within ourselves. There is only one way 
to deal effectively with a people problem and that is to show the 
same kind of love to them that God has given to you. 

But … how in the world can you show love to someone you 
don't like? Well, that’s why I said show what you've received! 
Think about how God treats you. "God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). In 
other words, we are not very likeable to Him.  

In our flawed and fallen sinful condition, we offend God every 
moment with our self-centeredness and rebellion. But even in our 
unlikableness, God sent His Son to die for us and save us from 
being eternally lost and broken. The Apostle John said, "This is 
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that 

we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins" 
(1 John 4:9-10 NIV). That love humbles us and changes us. That's exactly what John 
said next: "Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another" (1 
John 4:11 NIV).  
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What does that love look like when you have 
to sit at the same table or stand in the same 
room with someone you can't stand? It doesn't 
mean putting on a show. You don't have to fake 
a smile or make a big fuss as if you're thrilled to 
see the person. It also doesn't mean that you 
throw away healthy boundaries or let someone 
walk all over you.  What it means is that in your 
heart, filled with God's love and grace, you wish 
the other person well. You live as a person of 
goodwill and as a peacemaker. You watch for 
opportunities to bring the person God's grace. 
Sometimes it may mean just being quiet. But 
that can be both difficult and exhausting. 

Christmas is not for the faint of heart. For that 
matter, following Jesus is not for the faint of 
heart, either. We are called to follow in Jesus' 
steps. This means setting the tone of 
constructive love. It means not starting trouble 
or verbally destroying someone after the party 
is over. The big question for a follower of Jesus 
is: how can we show God's love to the people in 
our lives-especially the people who are most 
difficult to love? Can you imagine if everyone 
tried to do this during the holiday season? 

All this might sound to some as a worn out 
cliché, like, is that all you've got? Love? The fact 
is, OUR love is a cliché, but I'm talking about 
God's love in Jesus Christ. That love is a precious 
gift and a challenging calling. Love isn't merely 
a feeling; it's an intentional action of self-
sacrifice to care about someone and build them 
up. Sometimes it involves tough love, but it 
always involves wishing someone well.  

The way of Christ excludes vengeance and 
pettiness and it always blesses people. God's 
love works wonders. Ask God to fill you with His 
love so you can, in turn, show love to people in 
your life-even the ones you don't like that much. 
With God's love in us, His love will show through 
us. 

God’s blessings for a great New Year!!   

                  That’s the View from Here! 
 
 

News on Bible Studies . . . 

 Sunday Morning Adults 

  We resume “A Longer Look 
at the Lessons”, digging 
deeper into the scripture 
lessons of each week, on 

Sunday Januay 8, 2017.  Come join us in the 
Luther Room beginning at 11:00am.  Feel free 
to bring along your coffee, a treat, and a 
friend! 

 

Ladies Bible Study Group: 
Submitted by Monika Pfannes 

 After a successful retreat in 
November and having made it 
through the holiday hustle & bustle of families, 
we welcome the “advent” of a new year. Our 
break is ending and we are ready to start a new 
study.  Gosh have we missed you ladies!  This 
group is open to all the women of St. John.  We 
meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month 
beginning at 6:30pm.  We’d love to have you join 
us!  

News From LFL –  
By Rev. Dr. James Lamb [excerpted from LifeDate, Winter 2010, p. 

4-5} as printed in LFL of MI, Lifelines  - August.September.October 2016-  

Why Life Sunday? 

Do we observe a Sanctity 
of Human Life Sunday 
because we live in a society 
that does not uphold the God-given value of 
human life? No, there is more to it than that. We 
do not uphold the sanctity of human life because 
we live in a society that doesn’t, but because we 
serve a God who does. Do we observe Sanctity 
of Human Life Sunday because life is precious? 
No, there is even more to it than that. We uphold 
the sanctity of human life because life is 
precious to God! 

God’s Word about life raises the life issues 
way above the political realm. It tells us that 
every human life is created by God, every 
human life is a life for whom Jesus Christ died, 
and every human life Jesus desires to take into 
His arms and call into an eternal relationship 
with Him. 

God’s Word of life reminds us very clearly why 
we observe Sanctity of Life Sunday. First, life is 
precious to God because His hands knit us 
together. He creates the essence of what is 
uniquely you. That’s how biology works. When 
the genetic code from Mom and Dad came 
together, you were you at that moment. You 
were not ‘something’ that was going to become 
you; you were someone who was you! It doesn’t 

Ladies 
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matter whether you live in a mansion or in a 
womb … It doesn’t matter the condition of your 
health … The value of human life comes from 
what God has done. 

But sin corrupts God’s handiwork. This 
corruption affects the way we value life. Sin 
makes us judge life’s value based on criteria we 
think is important. Sin turns the source of value 
from the Creator to the creature. We have not 
done well with this. We used ethnicity as a basis 
for value and ended up with Auschwitz and 
Rwanda. We used skin color as a basis for value 
and ended up with slavery and civil war ad 
discrimination. We use whether you are born or 
not as a basis for value and end up with 
abortion. We use health as a basis for value and 
end up with ‘killing as a means of caring’ and the 
elderly believing they have the ‘duty to die’. 

This deadly sin of the creature taking the place 
of the Creator when assigning value to life is not 
just a sin we point to in society. We in the 
Church share the blame and shame. We do so 
when we fail to: “Speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves”. (Proverbs 31:8a) We 
share in the blame when we fail to deal with 
these issues because we think they are only 
political problems. We share in the blame when 
we sit silently as the slaughter continues. 

When we do not talk about the life issues in 
our churches, we silence the only message that 
can really make a difference in the lives of 
people facing these grave issues. The message 
of the Gospel is the most powerful and positive 
FOR LIFE message in the universe! 

So often, those with an abortion in their past 
feel helpless and hopeless. But helpless and 
hopeless are just the kind of folks Jesus came 
to rescue! Jesus Christ got down into our muck 
and miry lives and lifted us all up out of the 
sewage of our sin. He picks us all up in His 
arms, put His nail-scarred hands upon us, and 
blesses us with forgiveness. 

We observe Sanctity of Human Life Sunday … 
not because we want to get political … not even 
because the children are precious. It is because 
the children – all those who are vulnerable and 
in need – are precious to God, a life created by 
Him, a life for whom Jesus died, and a life Jesus 
desires to take into His arms and call into an 
eternal relationship with Him. 
 

Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 

    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 
Jan 05 – Ladies Aid/LWML 
Jan 05 – Elders Meeting 
Jan 09 – Red Cross Blood Drive 
Jan 11 – Community Meal 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Jan 12 – Ladies Bible Study Returns! 
Jan 16 – Big Brothers Big Sisters Activity 
Jan 19 – Praise Team Practice 
Jan 20 – January Newsletter Deadline 
Jan 26 – Ladies Bible Study 
 

News From the Branch –  
Submitted by Glen Bromm-  
KIDZ CHURCH 

On Sunday December 18th  our 
congregation was treated to a 
Christmas Jubilee performed by 
our Kidz Church student along with our puppet 
ministry.   Our children did a beautiful job and 
we were blessed by their message.  Please join 
me in thanking Lianna Granica and Kaitlynne 
Warmack who worked hard to prepare our 
young students for their performance.  Mary 
Vest and the young ladies from our puppet 
ministry put in many hours of practice and 
performed beautifully interacting with the 
children and Pastor Winter.  It was wonderful 
watching Pastor lead the children in singing 
Away in the Manger while accompanying with 
his guitar.  I know the children worked very hard 
and blessed us with their performance. 

     I would also like to express my appreciation 
for a couple of my Teen Bible study class.  Kayla 
and Krista Doehring have had the best 
attendance for our Sunday sessions.  When 
these young ladies have been asked to assist 
with special events such as VBS or Family Fun 
Fest the have eagerly volunteered.  They are now 
part of our puppet ministry and are in Pastor 
Winters Junior Confirmation class.  I am very 
proud of these young ladies as they have 
demonstrated putting their Christian faith in 
action. 

Yours in Christ, Glen Bromm   
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Those Who Serve...   
   Please submit names of those you know 

who are currently serving so we can print 
an updated, and accurate list for 2017 

News From . . .  

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre  

The Outreach Team has 
wrapped up their meetings for 
this season but will continue to 
hold the bi-monthly Community Meals.  The 
planned dates and menus are: 

January 11, 2017 – Chili & Cornbread 
March 8, 2017 – Combined with our midweek 

Lenten Supper. Menu TBA  
  

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Inherit This 
January 2017 

Hurt upon hurt. Insult made 
injury. I’m sure you’ve heard of a scenario like this 
before, perhaps even in your own family: a loved 
one dies, and amidst all of the pain and sadness, 
the family is at odds with one another over the 
inheritance. 

It’s a sad reality in many families. The prospect 
of an inheritance often causes all kinds of 
madness to ensue. Brothers fight over who gets 
Dad’s old hobby car, sisters won’t talk to each 
other because they can’t agree on how to split the 
profit from the sale of Mom’s house, cousins 
disown each other over Grandma’s china set. And, 
in some cases, family members resent their 
departed love one because perhaps no 
inheritance was left at all. 

The simple solution, it seems, to prevent this 
kind of family infighting is careful and thorough 
estate planning. But – surprise! – even the best-
laid estate plans can lead to people bringing out 
the claws when discussing inheritance plans 
following the death of a loved one. 

Because, let’s face it … it’s never truly about the 
inheritance. What it boils down to is greed, 
insecurity, and anxiety. And what those boil down 
to is, of course, sin. A fallen world and our sinful 

nature. It’s no surprise that death often brings out 
the worst in us, laying bare our tendency to crave 
riches, security, and comfort. 

The good news is, God turns it all around. He 
uses death – namely, the death of His Son – to 
bring out the best in us. And to sweeten the deal, 
He even throws in a pretty sweet inheritance that 
is perfectly distributed, irrevocable, and has the 
amazing ability to unify families rather than tear 
them apart. Even the promise of this inheritance is 
so good that it brings us the ultimate comfort, 
security, and riches … eternally. 

In [Christ] we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace, which He 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
making known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His purpose, which He set forth in 
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in Him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. In Him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to 
the counsel of His will, so that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of His 
glory. In Him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 
in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory. 
(Eph. 1:7-14) 

You don’t have to sit awkwardly in an estate 
lawyer’s stuffy office to hear this will read. 
Instead, you get to sit among your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, in church, to hear the many 
details of this 
inheritance. In 
fact, there’s so 
much being 
given to you 
that you’ll need 
your pastor to 
unpack all of 
the particulars 
for you in his 
sermons week 
after week. 

So relax, dear 
Christian. Hug 
your sister, 
high-five your 
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brother. You already have the greatest 
inheritance. And seriously: it’s way better than 
Grandma’s fine china. 

I promise. 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

 

News From . . .  
 The Church Office 

A new year has arrived and I 
am looking forward to another 
exciting year here at St. John – 
one which promises to be 
filled with new beginnings and 
“wrapping ups.” Please know 
that you are always welcome 
to stop by the office during the week, and also on 
Sundays.  While Sunday is our worship day, it is also 
the one day a week where many of you see me due 
to your “normal” lives filled with obligations and 
commitments.  I may be rushing around and look 
busy, but I am never too busy to attend to whatever 
church business you may need.  You, the 
congregation of St. John, are my priority.  I may not 
be able to resolve every request on Sunday morning, 
but I promise you I will attend to what is needed as 
soon as I am able during the work week. 

As many of you have discovered, the phone number 
that Google provides when you search for us on the 
web is our fax line.  I have requested a correction 
repeatedly, but unless we pay for a Google ad, that 
information will not be corrected. I am providing all 
the Church’s Contact Information below, and it is 
also listed on the front page of each newsletter.  
Please note that we have corrected our mailing 
address from the parsonage (2882 W. Houghton 
Lake Dr.) to the church proper (2888 W. Houghton 
Lake Dr.).  You will see this change occur over the 
next year on all church related material. 

Lastly, thank you for your thoughtfulness during 
the year and all your support, especially your prayers.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. John Lutheran Church 

2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive 

Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

Phone: (989) 366-5164 
Fax: (989) 366-4420 
Email:   stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 
Website:  www.stjohnhl.com 

Newsletter Items can be submitted by contacting 
the church office or by email and should be 
submitted by the 3rd Friday of each month. 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
Please visit our website! There you will find links 

to listen to Pastor’s sermons, Bible Reading Plans as 
published last year, the monthly calendar, the current 
newsletter as well as archive copies of previous 
editions, photo albums of past church events and 
much more.  If you would like to see additional 
information not currently developed, let the office 
know and we’ll explore adding your suggestion.  

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder it's 

time to use your new 

Offering Envelopes! 

They were placed in your 

mailbox mid-November 
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News From the Airwaves -  

You can find them on your dial ... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts 

out of the following stations: 

 

Station City, State Freq/Band Day, Time 

WSAM Saginaw 1400 AM Sun 8:30a 

WFCX Traverse City 94.3 FM Sun 7am 

WFDX Traverse City 92.5 FM Sun 7am 

you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org 

 

Don't forget to join us for 
Fellowship Between Sunday 

morning services! 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed  

Please sign up in the Kitchen 

 

Reformation 500!  
The following article appeared in the December 2016 issue of 

The Lutheran Witness, p 25, written by Rev. Nathan Woolery, 

pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Cameron, MO. 

Is using the abbreviation “XMAS” an 
attempt to X Christ our of Christmas? 

About this time every year, we hear about a 
“war on Christmas.” People get upset when 
someone says “Happy holidays!” instead of 
“Merry Christmas!” They say they want to “keep 
Christ in Christmas.” So, you can imagine how 
some people might react when the see “Xmas” 
instead of “Christmas,” thinking that Christ is 
being “x-ed” out. But it turns out that there is 
religious significance behind the use of Xmas. 

The X in X-mas actually goes back further than 
the Church’s 
celebration of 
Christmas (which 
didn’t start until 
around AD350). It 
goes back to 
Greek, the 
language of the 
New Testament. In 
Greek, the letter chi 
looks like our letter 
X. It is the first letter 
in Christ (Christos). 

If you look at early Christian art and symbols, 
you can see this letter featured. You can see IC 
XC, which are the first and last letters in the 
Greek words for Jesus Christ. In early pictures 
of Jesus, His right hand is forming the letters X 
and C. But the most prominent place you may 
have seen the Greek letter X is 
in the Chi Rho. It is seen in 
many churches today. You 
might know it as the P and X 
symbol, but it is actually the first 
two Greek letters in Christ. 

So, for the sake of saving 
space in early writings Christos 
was shortened to just Cri or Cr. The Church 
continued to use these letters even when the 
language used in church writings changed to 
Latin and English. The letter X was used in other 
words too. In the 1500s, some people wrote 
“christening” as xtening. That is also when we 
saw the first English use of X in Chritmas, a 
simple shorthand for Christ. 

Today, Xmas is still used, though probably 
more for shortening the word than for Christian 
symbolism. Historically, there is a long tradition 
of symbolizing Christ with Greek letters.  There 
is nothing wrong with Xmas. It is not the world 
trying to X our Christ. So, instead of getting into 
arguments over the proper use of Christ, maybe 
we can focus on telling people who Christ is and 
what He has done for us: He was anointed 
(that’s what Christ means) to X out the sin of the 
world. 

Some Additional News From . . .  
 The Lutheran Witness 

Why does the Church drag  

Christmas out for 12 days when I’m ready to 

take the tree down on the 26
th
? 

Christmas is all about the gift of Jesus Christ, 
and the 12 days following Christmas allow us to 
honor and remember people and events who 
significantly impacted the body of Christ. Here 
are a few: 

 

Dec. 26 
St. Stephen – He is honored as the first 

Christian martyr, who, as he was being 
stoned, uttered the words, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them” (Acts 7:60B) 



V o l . 1 7 - 0 1               J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7        P a g e  | 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additionally, our church body designates a day 

to remember the missionary efforts of J.K. 
Wilhelm Loehe on January 2. Loehe was the 
driving force behind missionary pastors sent 

from Germany to the United States. He also 
helped finance a theological school in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Loehe was known for his 
confessional integrity, his interest in liturgy and 
catechetics, and his devotion to Christian 
charities. 

Finally, January 6 marks the beginning of 
Epiphany. Much like the silent years between 
the writing of Malachi and the writing of 
Matthew, there is much to be remembered and 
much for which to praise God during these 12 
days of Christmas. 

While we’re on the subject of the 12 Days of 
Christmas … let’s explore the possible origin of 
the words of the Carol  

 
Not sure if this is accurate, but I find the 
breakdown a nice way to interpret the verses of 
this popular Christmas Carol. 
 
As we reflect on the past year and make our 
resolutions for 
the upcoming 
year, let us not 
forget to … 
 

Dec. 26 
St. Stephen – He is honored as the first 

Christian martyr, who, as he was being 
stoned, uttered the words, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them” (Acts 7:60B) 

Dec. 27 

St. John – The Spirit-inspired writer of the 
fourth Gospel, three epistles and Revelation, 
he is one of the first disciples Jesus called 
and the last disciple standing after all the 
others had been martyred. John was the only 
apostle who stood at the cross and was 
given the responsibility of caring for Mary, 
Jesus’ mother. 

 

Dec. 28 
The Martyrdom of the Holy Innocents – 

All children two years and younger were 
brutally murdered by King Herod, but Jesus 
escaped to Egypt. It was not yet His time to 
deal with the violence and brutality of a sinful, 
dying world by taking those sins to the cross. 
His time would come. 

 

Dec. 29 
King David – The ancestor of baby Jesus, 

King David was blessed by God to lead Israel 
to its greatest height, landwise and wealth-
wise. David was also a sinner (an adulterer 
and murderer in his liaison with Bathsheba), 
for whom Jesus was born, lived, died and 
rose again. 

 

Jan. 1 
Jesus’ Circumcision and Naming – For 

the first time, Jesus’ blood is shed. He now 
receives the name announced for Him by an 
angel: Jesus, the one who will “save His 
people from their sins.” 

Jan. 6 
Epiphany – This season covers everything 

from Jesus’ Baptism to His transfiguration. 
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