
    

 

 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church     

        Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 
 

The View from Here 

Advent Hope Amidst All the Terror? 
 Here's a question that I believe will resonate with all the good 

people of St. John … as Christians, we often speak about hope, 
especially as we have entered the season of Advent. A time to 
prepare for the celebration of the birth of the One who brings us 
the ultimate and eternal hope. Yet, with all the things we 
experience in our world today such as mass shootings, murders, 
random killings, terrorism; what hope can Christians offer? 

Let me start to answer this question by asking, "What is our 
definition of hope?" The hope that is spoken of in the Bible is not 
a collection of wishes as we look to the future. It is not seeking 
something that we would like to see happen like, "I hope my team 
wins" or "I hope my candidate wins" or "I hope that we don't 
experience those kinds of tragedies in our community.” Those are 
all wishes over which we have no control. We have no idea 
whether those wishes will come true. That is not the hope we're 
talking about. That's wishful thinking, and there is no way we can 
predict that. 

The hope that the Bible is talking about is different from the 
sort of hope the world seeks. Human hope has no comparison 
with the hope that is spoken of in the Bible. The hope Scripture 
speaks of is not something we wish for. It is something built on 
what God has already done. It's something we know for a fact. 
Instead of wishing or hoping for something to happen; we 
Christians know for sure that their hope is solid; it definitely will 
happen because it is grounded in God's Word, His actions. We 
know God does not lie. What He promises will come to pass. 

The world in which we live is constantly changing, and we have 
no idea what's going to happen tomorrow. The hope the world 
offers has no solid foundation. We can, perhaps, only wish that 
what we would like to happen will happen. That's pretty hopeless. 
 It would be absolutely hopeless if we only had ourselves or the 
people in this world to depend on. Here again is where the 
Christian faith offers a different hope; real hope. We know that 

ultimately God is in charge. He knows the situation of this world and the situation of all 
our lives. We live in a changing world, but in this changing world, the real hope is that 
we have an unchanging God Who is in charge, and a God Who works all things together 
for the good of those who love Him! 
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At a time when so many people seem to have 

lost hope or they don't know how to find it, it's 
extremely important for us to share that real 
hope that we have in Jesus as Christians. For 
those who look for hope in this world alone, I 
think the sad answer is, "There is no hope." This 
world, and all that is in it, will one day pass away. 
But the Good News for the Christian is that our 
hope is eternal, and there is a new world to 
come. Our hope lies in Jesus Christ. He alone 
gives us real hope. He came to make abundant, 
eternal life possible making us again right with 
our Creator. He paid the price for our sins, and 
He died on the cross and rose again so that we 
might live. As we live, we know our sins are 
forgiven. We know our Savior is with us. We 
know that there is hope for a great, eternal life 
in Him, regardless of what is happening around 
us. That's all ours right now in Jesus. 

Sadly, for a large segment of the population 
life here on earth is the only life there is, they 
have no hope beyond the grave. They believe 
that hope ends when one dies. Our faith is not a 
privilege that takes us out of this world. We 
share the pain, suffering, and evil of this world, 
but we know there is a greater hope than we can 
look forward to here on earth. We have the hope 
for everlasting life in the new heaven & earth. As 
we live in the reality of Christ's resurrection 
hope, it empowers us to live in this world with a 
new energy and faith that trusts, "All things do 
work together for good for those who love the 
Lord."  

This is a faith and a hope that we seek to share 
with those who have no hope. I'm think of the 
hymn that says, "My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness." That's the 
hope we must share with others. Amid the 
politics, wars, ISIS, shootings, and death, 
meaning and purpose for life can be found in 
that hope which is in Jesus Christ. Here's the 
good news. Nothing can diminish that! 

We have JOY and HOPE now and always 
because of the Christ of Christmas, God made 
human flesh to redeem us. “God rest ye, merry 
gentlemen (and ladies)! Christ is born!. 

 
That’s the View from Here! 

 
 

 

 

 
Coming Attractions....   

          Save the Date.... 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 
Dec 01 – Ladies Aid/LWML 
Dec 02 – Praise Team Rehearsal 
Dec 07 – Advent 2 Supper & Service 
Dec 08 – Praise Team Rehearsal 

Elders Meeting 
Dec 11 – Ladies Aid Bake Sale 
Dec 14 – Advent 3 Supper & Service 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Dec 15 – Sharing Tree Items Due 

Praise Team Rehearsal 
Dec 19 – Big Brothers Big Sisters Activity 
Dec 21 – Advent 4 Supper & Service 
Dec 23 – January Newsletter Deadline 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 25 – Christmas Day Service – 

9:30am only 
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve – NO SERVICE 
 

ST. JOHN HAS A SHARING TREE! – This is a 
chance for you to pay 
forward the blessings 
God has given you!  St. 
Vincent DePaul 
estimates that they 
will have around 150 
local families in need 
this holiday season, 
including all ages from 
infants to seniors.  So 

many are currently living on fixed & 
inadequate incomes that make holidays a 
strain rather than celebrations. 

We invite members of St. John to take a tag – 
or several tags! – from the tree by the drinking 
fountain.  Then enjoy shopping for your gift 
that will bring joy to someone who might just 
be your neighbor.  After you have purchased 
your gift, please return the UNWRAPPED item 
to church and place it in the box provided.  The 
tags are very general, so buy what you like.  St. 
Vincent assures us that no matter the item, 
size, or color – they have someone on their list 
who will be able to use it.  Please bring your 
gift item back to the church by December 15 
and we will make sure it gets delivered by 
Christmas. 



V o l . 1 6 - 1 2               D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6        P a g e  | 3 
 

News From the Branch –  
Submitted by Liana Granica -  

KIDZ CHURCH 

Join us on Sunday, December 18, 2016, at 
9:30 for the Children’s Christmas Program! 

Christmas Jubilee 
A Christmas Presentation 

By Young Children 
 

News on Bible Studies . . . 

Adult Bible Study – Sunday Mornings 
  Pastor will hold his Sunday 
Morning Bible Study group 
through December 11, 2016, at 
11:00am in the Luther Room.  
“A Longer Look at the Lessons”, 
which digs deeper into the 

scripture lessons of each week, will then take 
a 2 week hiatus during the Christmas Season. 

 
Ladies Bible Study Group: 

Ladies 
Weekend 
Retreat 

The Greatest Gift 
Unwrapping the Full 

Love Story of 

Christmas 

Thank you to all the ladies who came and made 
our first Ladies Retreat such a success! 

We stayed at The Driftwood Resort in a 
beautiful cabin complete with fireplace. Our 
study took us through Ann VosKamp’s The 
Greatest Gift while we watched the season 
change outside the picture window from the 
mild autumn weather of Friday into 7” of snow 
by the time we left Saturday.  How fitting as our 
study took us through the season of Advent as 
well. Judy Winter helped us get in the spirit of 
the season with several songs that tied into the 
focus of each of the 4 sessions. Thank you Judy 
for enriching the retreat with your talent! Kristi 
Schulz led the group through each week of daily 
devotions followed by a short DVD segment 
hosted by the author, Ann Voskamp.  As we 
studied, we feasted on chocolate, cookies, fruit, 
crepes, sandwiches and a full pork dinner until 
there was “no room at the inn” for any additional 
food! We walked away satiated in the Word, 
fellowship with each other and eagerness to 
experience a deeper and richer Advent Season 
this year.  We are looking forward to gathering 
together for another retreat in the new year.  

 

 

Those Who Serve...   

 

Please submit names of those you 

know who are currently serving 

so we can print an updated, and 
accurate list for 2017 
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News From . . .  
 The Outreach Team 

Submitted by Barbara McIntyre  

The Outreach Team has 
wrapped up their meetings for 
this season but will continue to 
hold the bi-monthly Community Meals.  The 
planned dates and menus are: 

January 11, 2017 – Chili & Cornbread 
March 8, 2017 – Combined with our midweek 

Lenten Supper. Menu TBA  
 

 News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

The Unjust Parent 
December 2016 

I remember the day more 
often than I’d like. When I was a child, my 
mother always packed a little candy for me in 
my lunch box. This particular day it was a Kit-
Kat. Lunchtime came and I gobbled up my 
sandwich, carrot sticks, chips, and the glorious 
Kit-Kat. What a great mom I had! But my revelry 
was soon ended, as another child in my class 
was crying. “Someone took my Kit-Kat!” And 
then I heard another child say, “Jennifer D. had 
a Kit-Kat. I saw it.” After another kid or two 
confirmed that yes, indeed, Jennifer D. had 
eaten a Kit-Kat, the teacher called me up to her 
desk. There I was, suddenly being questions. 
“Did you mom pack a Kit-Kat for you? So if I call 
her right now and ask her, she’ll say yes? Do 
you know that it’s wrong to steal candy and 
then to lie about it?” Being the sensitive child 
that I was, I immediately burst into tears. “I 
didn’t take the candy! My mom packed it for 
me! I’m not lying!” The teacher called my 
mother, but she was at work. 

Later on that day, after I’d endured a time out, 
puffy eyes from crying, and the feeling that my 
whole class – including the teacher – was 
against me, my mom finally called the teach 
back. “Yes,” she said, “I packed a Kit-Kat for 
Jennifer.” Shortly thereafter, another student 
admitted that she was the candy thief. Phew. 
But you know what? 

My teacher never apologized to me. 
I’m not unique. We’ve all been wronged at 

one time or another and have likely even been 
on the receiving end of an unfair judgment, just 
as I was a couple of decades ago. 

Now, as parents, we may find ourselves on the 
other side – having to decide disputes and 
settle arguments. It’s exhausting work. And the 

hardest part? Knowing that sometimes you just 
might be mistaken and discipline the wrong 
child. 

On this side of heaven, it’s simply impossible 
to get it right 100 percent of the time. Someone 
will always be hurt by an unfair judgment. 

Christ died for that too. When we’re 
unrighteous and unjust, our Lord swoops in to 
set the record straight and forgive us for our 
unfairness. He endured the greatest injustice 
on our behalf, taking all of the punishment on 
Himself. And according to Isaiah 11:1-5, He 
knows a thing or two about judgment: 

There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear 

Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

News from LBW . . .  
By Rev. Dennis Stueve, President, LBW, excerpted 
from the Winter 2016 edition of LBW 
Illuminations newsletter. 

[LBW is the abbreviation for 
Lutheran Braille Workers.} 

Peace in Uncertain Times 
We all long for peace, especially in uncertain 

times. The ministry of Lutheran Braille Workers 
longs to give that peace to people who are blind 
or visually impaired. 

There was a King who offered a prize to the 
artist who would paint the best picture of peace. 
Many artists tried. The King looked at all the 
pictures, but there were only two he really liked 
and he had to choose between them. 

One picture was a calm lake. The lake was a 
perfect mirror for peaceful towering mountains 
that were all around it. Overhead was a blue sky 
with fluffy white clouds. All who saw this picture 
thought that it was a perfect picture of peace. 

The other picture had mountains too. But these 
were rugged and bare. Above was an angry sky 
from which rain fell and in which lightening 
played. Down the side of the mountain tumbled 
a foaming waterfall. This did not look peaceful 
at all. But when the King looked, he saw behind 
the waterfall a tiny bush growing in a crack in 
the rock. In the bush, a mother bird had built her 
nest. There, in the midst of the rush of angry 
water, sat the mother bird on her nest … perfect 
peace. 

Which picture do you think won the prize? The 
King chose the second picture. Do you know 
why? “Because,” explained the King, “peace does 
not mean to be in a place where there is no 
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noise, trouble or hard work. Peace means to be 
in the midst of those things and still be calm in 
heart …” 

The Christmas season is like that. It is a season 
that anticipates quiet from us. It is intended to 
be a season of reflection and contemplation, of 
spiritual renewal as we prepare for the festival of 
Christmas, but that isn’t how it goes for most of 
us. Instead it is a season filled with shopping, 
baking and preparation of a very different sort. 
It is typically noisy, troubled and full of hard 
work. There is the literal noise, but also lots of 
noise in our minds about the way things should 
be or ought to be – the worst kind of noise. It 
can be troubled because we seem to become 
more aware of our discontent with life or family 
or our worry about the past. It is full of the hard 
work of getting along with family and friends, 
not to mention all of the other stuff … and yet 
amidst it all we do hope for, long for, 
desperately yearn for the peace that passes 
understanding. 

We expect that somehow it will be a spiritually 
fulfilling time that we will feel better about our 
lot in life. 

It is at those moments when we need to be 
reminded that “Peace means to be in the midst 
of things and still be calm in heart …”It is a peace 
that Jesus, the Prince of Peace alone can give. The 
Christmas angel made it clear: “Do not be afraid. 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 

Lutheran Braille Workers through your 
partnership in your prayers, time, energy, and 
generous gifts provides the Word of Peace that 
touches the hearts and lives of people who are 
blind or visually impaired. God’s life giving, 
saving Word in Braille and Specialized Large 
Print touches the lives of people around the 
world, all because of your commitment to 
making sure that people who are visually 
impaired have access to God’s Word. You are 
making a difference! You are touching lives for 
an eternity. 

I recently Met a young man, Ogweno, from 
Kenya. He is a teacher and has a passion for 
teaching the young and old braille. He is also a 
Christian and uses LBW’s braille materials not 
only to teach braille, but to be a missionary that 
brings the Peace of Jesus into their lives. He has 
a vision of having a whole library of Christian 

materials for use by people who are blind. 
Imagine the impace he is able to have 
because Imagine the impace he is able to 
have because YOU support the mission and 
ministry of LBW! Through your generous 
year end gift people who are blind will see 
Jesus! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We continue with our Midweek Advent 
Services preparing our hearts for 
Christmas.  This year Pastor will be 
basing his sermons on the “The Gifts of 
Advent”.  Bring your family to this 
special worship time.  Start by taking 
the night off from cooking and come 
fellowship with others over an evening 
meal.  provided by one of our Church 
Groups.  After supper we gather in the 
sanctuary for special worship services 
created just for Advent.  Come to make 
some memories and build excitement 
for the coming of the Christ Child. 

 

The Gift of Love – Dec 7 

The Gift of Peace – Dec 14 

The Gift of Life – Dec 21 
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LADIES AID / LWML MEETING 

NOVEMBER 3,2016 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 P.M. by president Barb McIntyre. Pastor Winter led us in 
singing Hymn # 725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”. Devotion was It Was Empty, based on 1st 
Corinthians 15 :15-19. Then Barb played a game with us. 

Roll call was taken with 19 members present. 

A motion by Louise Ticknor and seconded by Becky Greger to accept the minutes as written. All 
agreed. 

Correspondence—Thank you notes from Concordia Seminary and Lutheran Fraternities of America 
for our generous donations. 

Treasures report was given by Erma Stevens. A beginning balance of $4,235.00, income of 
$1,778.67, expenses of $781.41 and ending balance of $5,232.26. Petty cash $2.70 and CEF 
$3,211.11. Motion to approve Ruth Serniuk, second by Sylvia Tumath. All agreed. 

We sang Happy Birthday to Eleanor Rabideau and Pauline Stroh. 

Thank you to Louise Ticknor, Sonja-Springer-Fox and Kathy Ketelhut for our delicious desserts. 

 OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business. 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 December 11th will be our bake sale after both services. 
 Ladies Aid dinner will be December 7th and will include the community. 
 Community dinner will be November 9th. 
 December meeting there will be a guest speaker from Focus Hope. 

LWML 

 Quilts were delivered. 
 Spring Rally will be May 6,2017 in Oscoda. 
 Thank you to October bakers. 
 June 22-25 LWML National Convention will be held in Albuquerque. 
 Retreat in September date will be announced later. 
 Rally October 5, 2017 in Hale, Michigan 

 Personal care kits are in need of towels 20x40 size, toothbrushes and soap. 
 Next quilting date is November 17th. 
 November 20th  our bakers will be Carolyn Wood, Mary Vest and Barb McIntyre. 

Our next meeting will be December 1st, with finger foods and dessert. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:05 P.M. followed by the “Lords Prayer”. 

Respectfully submitted for Carol Andrews by  
Becky Greger 

 After the meeting some of us made Prayer Rocks. 

 



V o l . 1 6 - 1 2               D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6        P a g e  | 7 
 

   



V o l . 1 6 - 1 2               D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6        P a g e  | 8 
 

St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes of November 9, 2016 

Members Present: President, Jim Mueller  Absent: 
Vice President, Jeff Krentz     Peter Deallenbach, Elder 

   Treasurer, Erma Stevens     Barbara McIntyre, Evangelism 
   Secretary, Jane Radulski 
   Board of Christian Education, Glen Bromm 
   Board of Stewardship, Jim French 

Board of Social Welfare, Paul Reda 
   Board of Trustees, Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership, Pastor Winter 

Guests: Fred Kleinert, Carol Newman, and Jerry Andrews. 

President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Pastor Winter read from John 6:27-40, a devotional based on a portion of the sermon given at 
Martin Luther’s funeral, and a prayer. 

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by Jim French and seconded by Erma Stevens to approve 
the minutes as amended. (A change was made to the wording of the Centershot portion of the 
minutes. It should now read: Centershot is now on a temporary hold due to scheduling 
difficulties with staff.) Motion carried. 

Treasurer’ Report – Jeff Krentz made a motion to accept the October, 2016 Treasurer’s Report, 
seconded by Paul Reda. Motion carried. 

Board Reports: 

Board of Christian Education: There is poor attendance in the Teen class; Glen will be contacting 
the families involved. The younger group has better attendance. Liana Granica will be working 
with the children on a Christmas Program and using class time for preparation. She has been 
moved to a larger classroom. 

Board of Elders: A motion was made by Jim French and seconded by Erma Stevens to accept the 
transfer of Mary Ann Renner into St. John – Houghton Lake; motion carried. The Elders are not 
sure that there is a need for the prayer request form discussed at the last BOD meeting. Pastor 
agreed as a parishioner can contact him or an elder at the time prayer is needed. 

Board of Evangelism: No report. 

Board of Stewardship:  There has been good response from the congregation regarding volunteers 
for the church financial audit. Three members – Paula Fuller, Sally Johnson, and Carol Newman – 
have agreed to perform this audit. We have information from the Synod to help them. 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul reported that he has had three (3) requests for assistance and that 
the people have been referred to the proper agencies. 

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull reported that the new chairs are here. Tim Swales (Pifer-Morford 
Heating) and crew have started the installation of the air conditioning unit.   

Parsonage:  Anna Stogiera has been working for almost a week cleaning the parsonage and the 
house is immaculate. Jerry Andrews has done electrical work and installed new locks. A new 
window in the living room is needed as the seal is damaged. The dining area may need new 
carpeting. This decision will be made after an attempt has been made to clean the existing 
carpet. Erma Stevens made a motion, seconded by Jim French, that we authorize up to $500 
to replace the carpeting if necessary. Motion carried.  Erma Stevens also made a motion, 
seconded by Jeff Krentz, that we authorize whatever amount of money is needed to complete 
the cleaning. This money will be taken from the parsonage account. Motion carried. A 
discussion was held regarding renting the parsonage versus leaving it empty.  This discussion 
was continued under Old Business. 
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Pastor Winter made an addendum to the previous meeting’s minutes stating that his original plan 
to retire has been extended to December 31, 2017. This news was well received! 

Old Business: The BOD reviewed the Lease Agreement and accepted it with one correction. The van 
abandoned by the previous tenant, Roger Lane, is currently parked in the parking lot and needs to 
be towed. Jim Mueller contacted Hendrix Towing about this. Glen Bromm made a motion, 
seconded by Jeff Krentz, that we authorize Jim Mueller to spend up to $150 to have the van towed. 
Motion carried. Marlin Shull commented that since the previous renter has not given us a 
forwarding address, his $650 security deposit should remain in the bank unless he claims it. 

Erma Stevens gave us a brief explanation of the financial system in use. The counters pick up and 
count the offerings, filling in each envelope contribution on a sheet with envelope numbers. The 
counters also record extra donations. Erma then recounts the offerings and completes the deposit 
slip listing each check with the name as shown on the check.  This information goes on the 
individual’s statement.  The money is deposited in the bank.  Deposits are added to the check 
book, checks are written, and entries made into a general ledger.  There are also sheets for 
recording salaries and tax withholding deductions. Designated fund information is kept in a 
separate book. 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding renting the parsonage. A motion was made by Glen Bromm, 
seconded by Jeff Krentz, that Jim Mueller be authorized to contact an interested party concerning 
renting the parsonage for $750/month (plus utilities) for a 1-year lease. If this person is no longer 
interested, we will pursue other avenues, such as an ad in the bulletin, seeking a new renter. 

The BOD voted on Constitutional Amendments from the Synod. Amendments A, B, and C were all 
passed unanimously. 

New Business: Pastor and Judy are donating LED Candles for the children to use during Candlelight 
Services. If they are well received, the church could investigate getting them for general use. 

At this time the church and parsonage have two separate physical addresses with one common 
mailing address.  The church is located at 2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive, and the parsonage is at 
2882 W. Houghton Lake Drive.  All mail currently comes to the parsonage mailing address.  The 
mailbox is located across M-55 in the LOCK Insurance parking lot with a group of other business 
mailboxes. A discussion was held concerning separating the parsonage and church mail and moving 
the mailboxes to the church side of the street. Glen Bromm made a motion, seconded by Jeff 
Krentz, to authorize Jim Mueller to contact the Post Office to see if this is at all feasible. 

Correspondence: None received. 
 
Erma Stevens has invited the BOD members and guests to her home for the annual Christmas 
dinner on Tuesday, December 13th.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jane Radulski 
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting. 
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