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Reformation 500!
The following article appeared in the October 2016 issue of The Lutheran Witness, p67, and the opening paragraph appeared on the inside cover, written by Adriane Heins,
Managing Editor.
“This declaration … is our faith, doctrine and confession. By God’s grace,
with intrepid hearts, we are willing to appear before the judgment seat
of Christ with this confession.” – Formula of Concord.
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In 2017, The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod will celebrate the
500th anniversary of the Reformation. We’ll eat salty pretzels and clink
mugs of foamy beer and sing “A Mighty Fortress” with gusto (but of
the humble variety … we’re Lutherans after all).
But that isn’t what makes us Lutheran.
In this special, extended issue of The Lutheran Witness, we’ll learn
again – together – what it means to believe in faith alone, grace alone,
Scripture alone and Christ alone. We’ll get a crash course on the
important documents, people and tenets that made up the
Reformation.
Most importantly, though, we’ll be reminded of why we believe
what we believe. We’ll be pointed to Christ and His Word. And with
our Lutheran fathers in the faith, we – with our own intrepid hearts –
will say just as firmly, “This declaration … is our faith, doctrine and
confession!”.
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What’s the deal with Luther’s seal? And since when did the
Reformation have a motto? Read on …
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Houghton Lake, MI 48629
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www.stjohnhl.com
E-mail
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.
com

Reformation History 101

The Lutheran Reformation is still all about Jesus. That means we’re
still faithfully preaching and teaching the good news of Jesus Christ.
And just as importantly, as Lutherans, we’re still standing for the
teachings of God’s Word as they have been confessed in all times and
all places wherever the Gospel is purely taught and where the
Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution. With
Martin Luther, we still say, “Here we stand; we cannot do otherwise.
God help us. Amen.”
The Lutheran Reformation then, and today, is not about throwing
away the past, but about retaining and preserving the very best of the
Church’s rich history and teaching, while filtering out whatever
contradicts God’s Word and denies the good news of salvation by grace
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alone, through faith alone, on account of Christ
alone.

What was the motto of the Reformation?
Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum (VDMA)
means “the Word of the Lord endures forever”
(1 peter 1:25) and was – and remains – a
confident expression of the enduring power
and authority of God’s Word. It first appeared
in the court of Frederick the Wise in 1522
where it was sewn onto the right sleeve of the
court’s official clothing, which was worn by
prince and servant alike. It was used on flags,
banners, swords and uniforms as a symbol of
the unity of the Lutheran laity who struggled to
defend their beliefs, communities, families and
lives against those who were intent on
destroying them. It was found inscribed inside
churches, over doorways, on foundation stones
and even on war horses’ helmets!

What’s the deal with Luther’s seal?

The most enduring symbol of the Lutheran
Reformation is the seal that Luther himself
designed to represent his theology. By the early
1520s, this seal begins to appear on the title
page of Luther’s works.
Luther explained it this way: “First, there is a
black cross in a heart that remains its natural
color. This is to remind me that it is faith in the
Crucified One that saves us. … The heart should
stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to
show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace –
it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose. …
This rose should stand in a sky-blue field,
symbolizing that a joyful spirit and faith is a
beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins
now, but is grasped in hope, not yet fully
revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden
ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven
lasts forever and has no end.”

Why should I read the Lutheran Confessions?
The confessions began as a bold public
witness to the Gospel, and they’re still the
hallmark of Lutheranism today! They were
gathered into a book in 1580 called the Book of
Concord.
The authors of the confessions understood
that to embrace the freedom of truth means
rejecting the slavery of error. That is why the
Book of Concord uses two phrases to capture the
essence of biblical confession: “we believe,
teach, and confess” and “we reject and
condemn.” One cannot believe, teach and
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confess the truth without also rejecting and
condemning everything that endangers or
contradicts the truth. This spirit of “confessional
Lutheranism” is what continues to animate
people today who hold to this collection of
affirmations, professions and confessions of faith.

The View from Here

Group Prayer

Why should we ask
others to pray for us? Is
prayer something like a
petition drive … you know, the more signatures
you get the better?
Many times during my ministry, as in every
pastor’s ministry, a member has asked me to
pray for him or her. Of course, absolutely I will.
The individuals prayed for are always pleased to
know I would continue to plead their case
before the Lord. Sometimes I find out from the
individual that he or she had hundreds of
people all over the country already praying for
her. It certainly is a great blessing to have so
many Christian family and friends.
As I consider this, it brings up some questions
about prayer, especially those that are being
offered up by many people in a common cause:
why should we ask others to pray for us? Is God
more likely to be persuaded when a whole
bunch of people pray for something? What
benefit would there be for a lot of people to be
praying in the same way? And how about
posting prayer requests on Facebook, or other
forms of social media?
To be fair in our assessment, we will assume
the prayers are being offered up in Christ's
Name and through faith in Him. So, why should
we ask others to pray for us? Some might say it's
because "misery loves company". But the truth
is, we ask others to pray for us because the
Savior did so. Remember how, three times, He
asked the disciples to pray with Him in
Gethsemane. There are times when we need the
fellowship; times when our problems overwhelm
us; times when we wish to have our thanks
amplified. The church has been doing that since
day one. In fact, Acts 2:42 says the early
Christians "devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and prayer."
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Is God more likely to be moved by the prayers
of many people? The answer to that is really a yes
and no. First, we are told that the prayers of a
righteous individual accomplish
much.
Be
assured, God can hear one person just fine. But
the Lord implies that the prayers of many are a
good thing. In 2 Chronicles (7:14) the Lord says,
"if my people who are called by my
name humble themselves, and pray and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven and will forgive their
sin and heal their land." I think that's especially
important for us as believers today when we see
the moral decay running rampant in our society.
Our land indeed does need healing!
Let’s remember what St. Paul asked of the
Church in Corinth. He said in 2 Corinthians 1:11,
"You also must help us by prayer, so that many
will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing
granted us through the prayers of many." It
would seem that a group's God-pleasing prayers
for a good purpose are never bad and can
actually be the right thing to do, especially
because of the promised benefits. One of the
promised benefits is the fact that we don’t need
to face our problem alone. Our prayers can also
give witness to the world. St. Paul encouraged the
church in Ephesus to "be alert and always keep
on praying for all the saints," and by that he
meant all the fellow believers who together make
up the church. Therefore, I love the idea of prayer
meeting technology. If a Facebook post can
prompt even more people to pray, I don't
suppose it bothers the Lord one bit. However,
there is one thing about prayer which does upset
the Lord … it's when people dictate to God the
time and manner in which He is supposed to reply
instead of seeing Him as our gracious Father who
wants to give good gifts to
His children.
We know God is in
control … His will is done
… may His will be done
among us also!
That’s the View
from Here!
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This month’s VDMA –

(Verbum Domini Manet in Aetemum), Latin for “The Word
of the Lord endures forever.” This month’s installment was
written by The Rev. Michael Schuermann, Pastor of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Sherman, IL..

Command and Promise

Scripture teaches us to
bring our needs to the Father
in Christ’s name.
Luther relied on the
overwhelming testimony of
Scripture as to the necessity
and effectiveness of prayer
in the life of God’s people
and as a reason to teach
and model the prominent
place of prayer in the Christian’s daily life. As he
puts it in the Small Catechism, God the Father
“has commanded us to pray … and has promised
to hear us” (SC, Lord’s Prayer, Conclusion).
St. Paul’s exhortation to pray “without ceasing”
highlights the importance of regular prayer. The
various monastic daily prayer offices seem to
have influenced Luther’s teaching of prayer in
the Small Catechism. Not only is a prayer for
morning provided, but Luther places that prayer
within a simple liturgy: first, the name of the
Triune God is spoken and the sign of the holy
cross is made; then the Creed and Lord’s Prayer
(two of the Chief Parts) are spoken. Finally,
Luther suggests his little prayer may be said “if
you choose.” Humbly, Luther considers his own
contribution optional and the handed-down
texts of faith essential.
Luther’s modeling of prayer seems deliberately
designed to avoid the type of praying that Jesus
warns against: “And when you pray, do not heap
up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they
think that they will be heard for their many
words” (MATT. 6:7). With many words comes
much work: Luther aims at a simply liturgy of
prayer that can be adopted in in our present day.
Scripture the daily lives of Christians both in his
time and teaches us to bring our needs to the
Father in Christ’s name. Luther likewise models
this in the opening sentence of the morning
prayer, “I thank You, my heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,” confident
that what a Christian asks will be heard and
provided by the Father. As Philip Melanchthon
put it in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession,
“So prayer relies upon God’s mercy, when we
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believe that we are heard for Christ’s sake. He is
our High Priest, as He Himself says, ‘Whatever
you ask in My name, this I will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me
anything in My name I will do it’ (JOHN 14:13-14).
Without this High Priest we cannot approach the
Father” (APV (III), 210-212 [331-333]).

Luther’s Morning Prayer
“I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that
You would keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your
hold angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.”

Coming Attractions....
Save the Date....
Upcoming Dates to Remember
(Times can be found on the Calendar)
Nov 02 – Outreach Team Meeting
Nov 03 – Ladies Aid/LWML
Elders Meeting
Nov 07 – Altar Guild Meeting
Nov 09 – Community Dinner
Nov 09 - Board of Directors Meeting
Nov 10 – Big Brothers Big Sisters Activity
Nov 10 - Mary/Martha Study - Last One!
Nov 12 – INTERACT Rummage Sale
Nov 14 – Red Cross Blood Drive
Nov 18 – Ladies Bible Study Retreat
Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Eve Service
Nov 27 – Advent Service – 6:00pm
Nov 30 – Potluck & Advent Service #1

News From the Branch –
Submitted by Liana Granica -

KIDZ CHURCH

Our Pre-K to 3rd Grade Kidz
Church participants have been
quite busy, as always. We’ve
witnessed
an
increase
in
attendance, which is truly
heartening. You may wonder how much of an
effect Kidz Church could make upon children of
this age, given their level of understanding and
vocabulary common to the age bracket. Lessons
have been kept simple. Currently, we are working
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on the Ten Commandments and prayer. The Pre-K
to 3rd Grade children discuss when to pray, why
to pray, and how to pray. Posters, verbal examples
and group discussion work well. We are working on
the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer, defining the
more difficult words. Crafts that relate to the
day’s lesson help keep little hands busy. The
children take turns being “teacher” and
“teacher’s helper”; you’d be surprised how they
look forward to their turn to sit in the teacher’s
chair.

News on Bible Studies . . .
Adult Bible Study – Sunday Mornings

Pastor continues to hold his
Sunday Morning Bible Study
group at 11:00am in the Luther
Room. Pastor is presenting, “A
Longer Look at the Lessons”
which will dig deeper into the
day’s scripture lessons.

Thursday Morning Bible Study:

The Thursday morning group is
continuing with “Martin Luther, Part 2 –
The Moment”.
We meet Thursday
mornings at 9:00am in the Fellowship
Hall.

Ladies Bible Study Group:

Our Mary Heart in a Martha
World Bible Study will wrap up
on November 10 and then we
are looking forward to our first
Ladies Bible Study retreat.
We will be staying at Driftwood Resort and
will be focusing on Ann VosKamp’s The Greatest
Gift. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board above the drinking fountain. The cost for
the overnight retreat is $45. Included in the
price is lodging, materials (including a copy of
the book/devotional), food and gratuity.

Ladies
Weekend
Retreat

The Greatest
Gift

Unwrapping the
Full Love Story
of Christmas
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Those Who Serve...
Please continue to
pray for:
SSgt Chris Bromm
Darcy Mooney - Reserves

(Barbara Sny's Daughter)

Will Mooney
Matthew Petersen
Prayer of Thanks for the safe return from
Active Duty Overseas:
Justin Stensrud - Air Force (now discharged)

News From . . .
The Outreach Team
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre

The next Community Dinner
will be held on November 9th at
5:30. Chicken over rice,
vegetables, salad, rolls and dessert is on the
menu. This Outreach event for the community
continues to grow, with attendance above 100
at each meal. There is such a need in the
community for these dinners and we plan to
continue opening our hall every other month.
This is a time when we share great food and
the love of our Lord with those in need in our
very own neighborhood. Truly a time to “love
our neighbor” and provide for their need. Won’t
you join us and use this opportunity to be a
witness for Christ? Outside of those currently
volunteering, not many members of St. John
Church attend and we would like to extend a
personal invitation to every member – come and
see for yourself the good work that is being
done. You may be saying, “but I’m not in need.
I have plenty of food in my cupboard.” Take this
as a chance for dinner out and be a part of
“spreading the Good News and making disciples
of all nations”.
Another Christian concert is being planned for
next summer. Second Mile performed last
summer to rave reviews. More info will be
coming.
The Business Directory is almost completed.
Watch for it in your mailbox by the end of
November.
Still want to join the Outreach Team? Always
room – we have lots planned and could do so
much more if you were with us! Next meeting is
November 2 at 7:00.
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News From the Synod for
Today's Families All About the
Benjamins

November 2016

Oh, money. It can be such trouble sometimes,
can’t it? Whether you have too much or too
little, it’s often hard to know what to do with it,
how to think about it, and especially how to
teach your children to handle it.
There are plenty of programs out there dealing
with money management, budgeting, and
everything else under the sun relating to
finances. But only in the Church, through God’s
Word, do we get a glimpse of what this money
business is all about.
“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting
their gifts into the offering box, and He
saw a poor widow put in two small copper
coins. And He said, “Truly, I tell you, this
poor widow has put in more than all of
them. For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put
in all she had to live on.” (Lk 21:1-4)
We like to think that we earn our money, that
we work for it and make it, and therefore are
owed something. The reality, of course, is that
money and time and talent are all gifts from
God. He entrusts these things to us so that we
might do good with them. The widow knew this.
For us, knowing this starts with tithing back to
God 10% of what He has gifted to us.
Although tithing is commanded by Scripture –
and rightfully so – it’s like many things that are
“Law” but have a “Gospel” purpose. We can
teach our children, and remember ourselves,
that this command is for our benefit. Isn’t it
exciting to think that we can be involved in the
Kingdom’s work, making a difference in the
world and experiencing the joy that exists in
serving others through our tithe?
Consider this:
God does not despise serving us. He does not
grumble about giving to us, and He doesn’t
mind being a good steward. In fact, He finds joy
in doing that. He doesn’t do it for joy, but it’s a
side effect of giving. Since we are made in His
image, He doesn’t want us to miss out on the
kind of divine joy we ourselves can have through
giving. We are now in Christ, restored and made
new, and now our Lord wants us to enjoy the life
we were made to have – a life of joyful service.
And what better service can there be than
offering our 10% toward our Lord’s work, the
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work that proclaims forgiveness, life, and
salvation to the world?
So, let’s teach our children about this joy.
1. Set an example in your tithing. That is how
children learn best, since no one makes a
bigger impression on children than their
parents.
2. Encourage them to give at least 10% of
their allowance; support them in offering
service and volunteer time in the church.
3. Attend Divine Service together every
week. In order to be able to give, you have
to receive. Since we can’t give what we
don’t have, it is important to be where the
gifts are doled out.
4. Talk to older children about how tithes are
used in the church. It’s easy to feel like
money is simply going out for some
unknown purpose, but there is good
purpose.
5. Read what Scripture has to say about
tithing, and discuss what it means to be
generous.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

News from AiG . . .
Pew Research: Why Young People Are
Leaving Christianity? (Part I1)
by Ken Ham and Avery Foley on September 8, 2016

[This is a continuation of the article included in
the October 2016 Eagle on pgs 7-8]
I Just Don’t Like Church
The next most popular answer for why these
young people are leaving the church was that they
simply don’t like church or organized religion.
They said things like this:
 “I see organized religious groups as more
divisive than uniting.”
 “I think that more harm has been done in the
name of religion than any other area.”
 “I think religion is not a religion anymore. It’s
a business … it’s all about money.”
Now, sadly, what these young people are doing
is focusing on the mistakes of a minority of
Christians or the hypocrisy of false converts and
false teachers. They ignore, or are ignorant of, the
millions of Christians who genuinely love the Lord
and show the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. They
forget that Christians and the church have been
behind building hospitals; caring for the orphans,
widows, abused, and needy; and providing for
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other physical and spiritual needs for centuries. It’s
ironic that they reject Christianity based on the
actions of a few, but they don’t reject atheism
because of the horrendous and murderous acts of
people like Joseph Stalin or Mao Tse Tung. This is
very inconsistent.
I’m Spiritual, But Not Religious
But many young people, nearly 1 in 5, who’ve left
organized religion haven’t given up on
“spirituality.” Here are some of their responses:
 “I don’t have a particular religion because I
am open-minded, and I don’t think there is
one particular religion that is right or
wrong.”
 “I feel that there is something out there, but
I can’t nail down a religion.”
 “Right now I’m kind of leaning toward
spirituality, but I’m not too sure. I know I can
pray to my God anywhere. I do believe in a
higher power, but I don’t need a church to
do that.”
Not surprisingly, the percentage of young
people who claim spirituality but not religion was
highest among those who describe their religion
as “nothing in particular” (22%). These young
people have created a god in their own image.
They’ve made God and religion into what they
want it to be. It’s really no different from the pagan
people of the New Testament church days. They
believed in many different gods and were fine with
pretty much any god or belief – except Jesus
Christ.
Why the opposition to Christ? Well, for the same
reason people oppose Him and create their own
alternate god today – because they hate the
exclusive claims of Christianity. In our “tolerant”
day and age, the idea of an “intolerant,” exclusive
gospel where Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life,
the only way to Heaven (John 14:6), and the only
means of salvation (Acts 4:12) is abhorrent to
them. So they reject the Jesus of Scripture and
create something that agrees with their
preconceived ideas.
Ironically, Christianity is really the most inclusive
religion. The gospel of Jesus Christ is for everyone
– Jesus doesn’t discriminate against those from
the slums of India, the mansions of Beverly Hills,
or an average household in a crowded city in
China. Salvation is for male and female, atheist or
Muslim, slave or free (Galatians 3:28). If you are a
human being, the gospel is for you (John 3:16).
You don’t even have to “clean up your act” before
receiving the gospel. You must simply believe in
Jesus Christ and what He has done for us on the
Cross and by His resurrection (Romans 10:9),
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repent of your sins (Acts 3:19), and you will be
saved!
I‘m Simply Too Busy
The final group claims they are just too busy to
go to church. They haven’t necessarily rejected
their upbringing, but they are “inactive.” Religion
is simply not a priority for them. This group said
things like:
 “I just basically stopped going to church when
I went to college and never picked it back up.
I was never super religious.”
 “I don’t practice any religion and I don’t go to
church or participate in any of the rituals of
the church.”
 “I don’t have time to go to church.”
This group is reminiscent of Jesus’ parable about
the soils. He describes a farmer sowing seed,
which falls on different kinds of soils. Some of this
seed “fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up
and choked them” (Matthew 13:7). He explains,
“Now he who received seed among the thorns is
he who hears the word, and the cares of this world
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and he becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22).
These young people may have heard the truth, but
the cares of this world, the busyness of their lives,
have choked it. It’s simply a matter of priorities –
they don’t see religion as important enough to cut
out something to make room for it; therefore, God
is simply ignored as they pursue the things of this
world.
How Do We Reach Them?
How do we spread the good news of the gospel
to these young people who’ve left the church and
turned to atheism, agnosticism, and spirituality?
First, we need to provide solid answers to their
skeptical questions. We need to show them that
God’s Word can be trusted from the very
beginning and that science, when properly
interpreted through a biblical worldview, always
confirms the Bible. We can expose the shaky
foundations of their own worldview by asking
good questions and pointing out the flaws in
evolutionary and atheistic thinking.
We also need to show them an example of
authentic Christian love. When we share the good
news of the gospel and defend the Christian faith,
we need to do so in love and grace. First Peter 3:15
says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who
asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear.” A harsh, condemning attitude
does not exemplify Christ and will drive people
away from Him, rather than toward Him. Many of
these young people simply do not like church
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because they’ve had bad experiences. We need to
show them what true Christian love and unity is
like through our attitude as we engage with them.
It may be discouraging to hear the numbers of
those who are leaving the church, but instead of
being discouraged, we need to get on our knees
and pray for this generation. Pray that God will
give you opportunities to share the gospel with
co-workers, neighbors, family members, and
classmates and be vigilant to watch for these
opportunities. Jesus promised, “I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18) – and, by His mercy, we
get to be part of this! We also need to make sure
we are doing our best to get our local churches to
be teaching apologetics and raising up
generations who will stand uncompromisingly on
the Word of God, know what they believe and why,
and will boldly proclaim the gospel.
(Part 2 will follow in the November Newsletter)

News from Lutherans for Life ...

By Linda D. Bartlett as excerpted from her book The Failure of Sex
Education in the Church: Mistaken Identity, Compromised Purity (pp 6163), Amazon. Com (www.ouridentitymatters.com)

Building in the Midst of Decay

What is a Christian to do? It’s
as if God asks the impossible of
us. He wants us to build with
one hand and resist evil with the
other. But with more cultural decay comes more
evil.
Mindful of raising up a new generation of
Christians but also keenly aware of our own
inadequacies and failures, parents, pastors, and
all who love children become discouraged and
even fearful. With fear comes the temptation to
doubt the sufficiency of God’s Word and more
easily accept the help of passionate unbelievers.
“Why do you cling to ancient traditions?” they
ask. “Can’t you see? We have something new!”
There is a lesson to be learned from God’s
people who, in a time before us, were also
discouraged, overwhelmed, and taunted by
unbelieving neighbors who offered something
new.
The remnant of Israel that had survived exile in
Persia returned home to find the walls of
Jerusalem broken down and the city gates
destroyed. To this small number of faithful
people was given the arduous task of rebuilding
the temple and walls of Jerusalem. God also
wanted His people to grow faithful families. He
wanted them to be holy and set apart in their
worship and practice. When people in the
neighboring land saw that Jerusalem was being
restored, they offered their help. After all, these
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people explained, they worshipped God too. (In
reality, they were a people of blended religions.)
Fearing that they would commit themselves to
false worship, the Israelite fathers refused the
offer of resources and help. They knew that God
had entrusted the job of rebuilding the temple
and walls only to them. So “the people of the
land discouraged the people of Judah and
made them afraid to build and bribed
counselors against them to frustrate their
purpose” (Ezra 4:4-5)
The culture in which God’s people found
themselves made the building project very
difficult, but the Word of the Lord consistently
commanded the people to persevere. God also
reminded His people that they were to be holy
and set apart for His good purpose. But the
people of Israel, following the example of some
of their leaders, mixed themselves with the
Canaanites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians,
and others through marriage (9:1-2). The people
were guilty of breaking faith with God and
allowing impurity of worship, teaching, and
practice. There was confession and absolution,
but because of the potential for continued
corruption of worship was so great, illegal
marriages were identified and ended (10:18-19).
The rebuilding of the temple, restoration of the
walls, and growing of faithful families began
anew.
However, when the neighbors in the land saw
that the Israelites were again doing the work of
God in rebuilding Jerusalem, they were angry.
“[T]hey all plotted together to come and
fight against Jerusalem and to cause
confusion in it” (Nehemiah 4:8). It was easy to
cause confusion and discouragement among
the Israelites because fathers, mothers, and
grandparents were overwhelmed by the task
that lay before them. “’There is too much
rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to
rebuild the wall’” (4:10). The
enemies said, “’They will not
know or see till we come
among them and kill them
and stop the work’”(4:11).
Nehemiah encouraged the
people, “’Do not be afraid of
them. Remember the Lord,
who is great and awesome,
and fight for your brothers,
your sons, your daughters,
your wives, and your
homes’”(4:14). When the
walls were rebuilt and the gates restored, the
law of God was read to the people who were
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both joyful and repentant(chapters 8 and 9).

Everything was coming back into order, and
Israel was prepared to live by the truth of God’s
Word. What could go wrong? What went wrong
is incredibly significant. Eliashib, the priest
appointed over the chambers of God, gave
Tobiah the Ammonite a place in the temple
(13:4-5). Under the guise of helping God’s
people, Tobiah was given a room formerly used
to store the offering for God. There, within the
temple, sat Tobiah and his possessions.
Nehemiah was away when this happened, but
when he returned, he “was very angry, and
[he] threw all the household furniture of
Tobiah out of the chamber. Then [he] gave
orders, and they cleansed the chambers, and
[he] brought back there the vessels of the
house of God” (13:8-9).
God entrusted the rebuilding of His temple
and the city walls to His people. He entrusted
the growing of holy families to husbands and
wives equipped with His Word. He does the
same today.
God wants His people to keep their worship,
teaching, and practices pure and different from
that of the dark and unbelieving world.
Certainly, there are resources in the world that
can be practical and helpful to the Christian. But
we must take care especially when it comes to
instructing Jesus’ little ones.
“See that you do not
despise one of these little
ones. For I tell you that in
heaven their angels always
see the face of my Father
who is in heaven” (Matthew
18:10). It is a frightening thing
indeed to compromise one of
the Father’s children.
Compromise
happens,
however, when God’s people
are weary and burdened or
prideful and above reproach. Compromise
happens when we let down our guard and grow
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comfortable with the world. At such times it is
easier for an opposing foe to gain access by
offering some kind of help or resource. It was for
this reason that Nehemiah “stationed the
people by their clans, with their swords, their
spears, and their bows … each of the builders
had his sword strapped at his side while he
built” (Nehemiah 4:13, 18). The men were on
guard at night and labored by day (22).
We are weary and overwhelmed by a multitude
of life issues. Sometimes we are prideful after
doubting God’s Word and trusting something
else. As the culture decays and evil abounds, we
may believe that God asks the impossible of us.
But Martin Luther reminds us that the task of
rebuilding the temple and shoring up the walls
was given to a weak people, few in number; a
people against whom stood powerful princes
and nations which lived round about and daily
threatened imminent destruction.
There will be days when failure distracts us
from the building project. There will be those
like Tobiah who mock our faithfulness to an
ancient faith while tempting us with new
practices. In the face of evil, let it be said of us:
Look! They remember “the Lord, who is great
and awesome,” and they “fight for [their]
brothers … sons … daughters … wives, and …
homes” (Nehemiah 4:14).
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Beginning Wednesday, November 30,
2016, we will be holding our Midweek
Advent Services preparing our hearts
for Christmas. This year Pastor will
be basing his sermons on the “Stories
of Advent”. Bring your family to this
special worship time. Start by taking
the night off from cooking and come
fellowship with others over an
evening meal. Each year we begin
with a Potluck supper (yes, this is
where we all have the opportunity to
enjoy those dishes we don’t take time
to make ourselves) with the following
weeks’ suppers provided by one of our
Church Groups. After supper we
gather in the sanctuary for special
worship services created just for
Advent.
Come to make some
memories and build excitement for the
coming of the Christ Child.
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Ladies Aid
and
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
October Meeting
Fall, Food, Football and Fellowship – what a great combination! We “kicked off” our
October meeting with a tailgate lunch: Ladies Aid and LWML members brought finger
foods and Pastor grilled hot dogs for the party. The group worn shirts (Pastor sported
a Nebraska shirt – what was he thinking?!?) supporting their favorite team. A fun time!
The semi-annual rummage sale held on October 6 & 7 was our most financially
successful one ever! Thanks to all who helped and especially to the bakers. The bake
sale and sale of homemade pickles (made by Erma Stevens and Arlene Schull) put the
sale over the top!
Becky Greger taught us how to make Courage Bracelets and book markers to give
to cancer patients who are undergoing chemotherapy and she delivered the bracelets
personally. Thank you for the opportunity to show support.
Thirty-eight quilts, made right here at St. John by LWML, and 14 school backpacks
were sent to Lutheran World Relief. Watch the bulletin for the next quilting day. Not a
quilter, no problem. It is as easy as tying a knot.
Next meeting – November 3
Please join us at 1:00 for our meeting, 12:30 if you would like to bring your lunch and
have time to visit before the meeting. We would love to have you join the growing
number!
What’s coming up over the next few months?
Guest speakers from Project Hope, River House, Keryx Prison Ministry to name a few.
We will make crosses for missionaries from recycled greeting cards, make fleece
blankets, support Project Hope and other organizations.
A lot is planned. We would love to see you!
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