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Reformation 500!  
The following article appeared in the September 2016 issue of The Lutheran Witness, p12-13, 
written by  Rev. Brian Flamme, Associate Pastor of Hope Lutheran Church, Aurora, Colorado. 

Women Pastors? 
The pastoral office is a gift that Jesus gives to His 

Church (EPH 4:8-16). He calls men into this office and 
places on their lips His own words of life, the 
promises of Hold Scripture. The preaching office is 
not a mere idea or philosophy. It is a reality of men 
teaching and baptizing as they have been charged 
by God. 

If you bristle to hear that there are roles into which 
the Lord has placed only men, remember that in all 
places in life, God’s Word creates and maintains 
order. Just think of how the Ten Commandments 
give direction to your life as mother, father, husband, wife or worker. 
So it is in the Church. Jesus’ words institute and give shape to the 
pastoral office and who can hold it; they establish a peaceful harmony 
of preachers and hearers, not a confusion of voices. 

Teachers and hearers 

Jesus appointed male apostles to preach and teach publicly. So also 
the apostle Paul instructs pastors Timothy and Titus to appoint men 
to the ministry. But it didn’t take long for the right use of the Lord’s 
institution to falter. Paul found it necessary to admonish the church at 
Corinth: “As in all churches of the saints, the women should keep 
silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should 
be in submission, as the Law also says” (1 COR. 14:33-34) 

Paul wasn’t making an arbitrary assertion regarding men and 
women. He invoked the Law – the Old Testament Scriptures – to 
make a theological point and then expanded on the same idea to 
Timothy: “Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man” (1 TIM. 
2:11ff) 

Paul’s words remind us that there is a God-ordained order that 
works. Paul explained that it pleases God to extend the self-sacrificing 
headship by which a man serves his wife in marriage (EPH. 5:22-33) to 
roles of men and women in the Church. Indeed, the priority that 
should have existed with Adam over Eve in marriage has been 
restored between preachers and women in the Church. 
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 How? Christ calls suitable men to teach, while 
women hear and receive the Gospel with 
humble joy. It was by subverting this order that 
the devil ensnared our first parents in sin. By 
standing by and Watching while his wife was 
deceived, Adam abdicated his role as husband. 
God’s Word with regard to the fruit of the tree 
and the relationship between husband and wife 
was forgotten, and so death entered the world. 

This is a fine theological point, but if your 
flesh stumbles at Paul’s explanation, remember 
that Jesus said to His appointed preachers, 
“The One who hears you hears me” (LUKE 
10:16a). This is not Paul’s opinion or conjecture; 
it’s the inspired Word of God. 

Christian freedom? 
What about our unity as Christians? Does not 

Paul also write, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” 
(GAL. 3:28)? Would not this make headship a 
moot point? 

Not at all. 
It is true that men, women, preachers, hearers, 

fathers, mothers and children all bear the same 
and highest office of “Christian” through 
Baptism. Women do not have a second class 
forgiveness of sins. Women, children and 
anybody who has been baptized have every 
single ounce of redemption that Jesus bought 
by His blood! 

Whether male or female, your righteousness – 
your confidence at the judgment seat of God – 
is not something obtained by your obedience 
to the Law, but by the obedience of Christ that 
has been imputed to you by grace through 
faith (ROM. 4:5). Whatever distinctions have 
been crafted by God, like the biological 
differences between men and women and the 
headship of a husband over his wife in 
marriage, are not set aside after Baptism. 

Instead, they become our joy as we delight in 
God’s design. How much more so for Christ’s 
ordering of men and women in His Church! 
Because this is Christ’s order, and not our own, 
the Scriptures teach that these differences exist 
not for the sake of power, but for the sake of 
order and love. Men teach and give. Women 
hear and receive. It’s not old-fashioned. It’s the 
best way – according to our Lord – for the 
sheep to hear and be fed by their Shepherd’s 
voice! 

 
 

 

The View from Here 

Tough Enough? 
As we begin the month of 

October we Lutherans may 
feel a little surge of 
adrenalin coursing 
through our bodies as we shudder with a little 
excitement ... at least we should! October isn’t 
just another month for us Lutherans, it’s the 
month when we celebrate the Reformation! It’s 
the month when we celebrate who we are!! We 
are the church body who claims the work of 
brother Martin Luther who attempted to bring 
Christ back to the center of the faith practiced 
by the Roman Catholic Church of his day. 
Instead of reforming the church, Martin’s 
followers ended up starting a new movement 
popularly called The Lutherans. 

This may not seem like a big deal to most of 
the world, but it is for us. As a matter of fact 
there are those who look at Christianity as a 
crutch for the weak. They say: "Real men don't 
need the church. Christianity is just a crutch for 
those who are weak."  Those who think this way 
are certainly not alone in this opinion. There 
are other people in history who have felt the 
same way. Karl Marx, the author of the 
Communist Manifesto once said, "Religion is 
the opiate of the masses.” Marx maintained this 
low regard for religion and, for Christianity in 
particular, but he also wrote in a letter to a 
friend, "When all the political foundations of 
religion are wiped out, then normally religious 
faith, the Christian faith, would have to 
disappear. But it is not out of the question that 
the Christian faith will survive. This would mean 
that there is a religious reality that does not 
depend solely on the sociological and the 
institutional." 

I think that Marx was saying, if Christianity 
survives, even after you wipe out its 
organizations and institutions, then you'd 
better pay attention to it, because there might 
be some reality to it. Communism spent almost 
a century trying to wipe the Church out, but 
today communism is basically in shambles, 
while Christianity still flourishes. 

Another fella who thought Christianity was for 
the weak is William Ernest Henley. He's the guy 
who wrote the poem Invictus. Perhaps you 
remember ... the most famous line of that 
poem is, "I am the master of my fate; I am the 
captain of my soul." He sounds like a solid, 
got-it-all-together kind of guy. Wonder how 
life went for him? After his daughter died, he 
was thrown into total despair. That's not 
surprising. The death of a child will affect any 
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normal human being. Sadly, the man who was 
the "master of his fate and the captain of his 
soul" ended up killing himself. 

We’ve all known strong men, big men, tough 
men ... men who had been hardened in war, 
men who had withstood more than any man 
should have to withstand. But each of those 
men, in his honest moments, would have to 
admit there were things that he could not face. 
Such as the sickness or death of a child. Your 
strength doesn't make any difference at that 
kind of moment. There had to be times when 
they looked inside and saw that, although the 
world considered them to be tough, they 
weren't nearly as independent as they wanted 
people to believe them to be. Some were 
lonely. Some had been hurt. Each one had a 
different moment … a time when they hit a 
wall, when they couldn't go it alone. Most of 
the ones who survive find some assistance 
outside of themselves through Christianity. 
Knowing that you have Someone Who 
understands, Who cares, Who loves, Who 
forgives you, no matter what you've done, 
makes a tremendous difference. They were still 
real men; but they didn't have to stand alone 
anymore. 

Consider our Lord’s disciples. According to 
tradition, Matthew was killed by a sword in 
Ethiopia; Mark died in Alexandria after being 
dragged behind a chariot through the streets. 
Luke was hanged on an olive tree in Greece; 
John, he died of old age, but only after exile 
and a number of narrow escapes. Peter ...he 
was crucified in Rome with his head downward; 
James the Great was  beheaded in Jerusalem; 
James the Less was thrown off the temple, and 
then they beat him to death. Philip was hanged 
on a pillar in Phrygia; Bartholomew was skinned 
alive. Andrew was bound to a cross from which 
he kept preaching about Jesus. Thomas was 
stabbed with a spear; Jude was shot with 
arrows. Matthias was stoned and then 
beheaded; Paul was beheaded at Rome by 
Nero.   

After reading all that litany of pain and 
suffering, do you think anybody ought to be 
able to say Christianity is for sissies? Think 
about it ... if I were to talk about the average 
person and ask them to describe Jesus, would 
they say he is gentle or tough? Was Jesus a 
man of action or a pacifist? Since we're talking 
about the perceptions of most people, they'd 
say a pacifist. Was Jesus strong or soft? Soft. 
Do you see a pattern developing here? Jesus is 
almost always perceived to be Someone Who 
is gentle, kind, loving, and turning the other 
cheek. 

Even though that is that the way the Bible 
shows Jesus, there's also more. Jesus also took 
a whip and chased the moneychangers and 
merchants out of the temple. Jesus, being the 
Son of God, was strong enough to fast for 40 
days in the wilderness and still ward off the 
devil's temptations. Jesus was tough enough to 
walk up and down the hills and valleys of 
Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. Jesus was able to 
outthink, outtalk, and outwit every smart guy 
that tried to trip him up. 

Therefore, this common belief shows only a 
partial picture of Jesus. Jesus was, along with 
being God's Son, a most exceptional man. He 
was an apprentice carpenter in the days before 
power tools. He is an amazing Savior, but He is 
also a spectacular example of a man. Strong 
enough to be gentle, powerful enough to be 
kind, confident enough to be silent in the face 
of criticism and accusation, committed enough 
to stand His ground, even though it was 
inconvenient for Him to do so. 

What difference does this all make? If you 
realize that Christianity is in a life and death 
struggle with Satan for the souls of humanity, 
Christianity needs powerful, faithful, strong 
confident men and women to take the stands 
that need to be taken, to make the confessions 
that need to be heard, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. As the world goes downhill, it's 
going to be harder to be a Christian. That's why 
we need a solid example that says the Prince of 
Peace is also the Prince of Power.  

Blessed Reformation to all!   
  That’s the View from Here! 
 
 
 

This month’s VDMA –  
(Verbum Domini Manet in Aetemum), Latin for “The 
Word of the Lord endures forever.”  This month’s 
installment was written by Deaconess Betsy Karkan, 
Assistant to the campus pastor at Concordia University, 
Chicago. 

Faithful Women of the Reformation 
When asked to make a list of notable 

women of the Reformation, it is not 
surprising that most of the lists people 
come up with look something like this: 

1. KATIE LUTHER 
2.  . . .  

If your list bears a similar 
resemblance to the one above, know that you 
are in good company. Katie Luther, while 
arguable the most famous of the women of the 
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Reformation, is not alone. She stands with 
many faithful women from the time of the 
Reformation who were called by God to various 
vocations in which they were able to serve the 
home, society and church. A brief look at a few 
of their stories shows the diversity of their 
backgrounds and how God used them in a 
variety of ways to bless His Church. 

ELIZABETH CRUCIGER, like Katie Luther, was a 
nun who converted to Lutheranism through the 
writings of Dr. Luther and escaped the convent 
to live with the Bugenhagens in Wittenberg. 
She has the distinct privilege of being known as 
the first female Lutheran hymn writer and poet. 
In addition to being a close friend of Katie 
Luther, it is believed that Elizabeth sat at Dr. 
Luther’s table talks in Wittenberg with her 
husband, Caspar Cruciger, a theologian friend 
and colleague of Luther’s. Living in Wittenberg, 
hearing the pure preaching of God’s Word and 
sitting at the feet of the Reformation’s 
foremost theologians, she was inspired to write 
the text to our beloved hymn, “The Only Son 
from Heaven” (LSB 402). 

Another Elizabeth, ELIZABETH OF BRUNSWICK, 
a daughter of German nobility, was married at 
a very young age to Eric I, Duke of Brunswick-
Luneberg. She was introduced to Luther and 
his teachings by her mother and came to know 
him well through regular correspondence. 
Eventually she received the Eucharist in both 
kinds, thus declaring her conversion to the 
Lutheran faith. Although her husband remained 
a part of the Roman Catholic Church, he did 
not oppose her conversion as her father had so 
harshly opposed her mother’s. Following Eric’s 
death, Elizabeth ruled as regent for her young 
son in addition to having a rather significant 
wittum (a provision or pension) for herself as a 
result of their marriage. Her ruling power and 
influence were instrumental in the 
establishment of the Lutheran Church in Lower 
Saxony to this day. 

URSULA VON MUNSTERBERG was the 
granddaughter of the king of Bohemia. Like so 
many other noble families of that time period, 
they sent her to live in a convent following the 
death of her parents when she was very young. 
During her time there, she was instrumental in 
having some of Luther’s writings smuggled in 
for the nuns to read. This led to many of them 
accepting the Lutheran “heresy” and leaving 
the convent and monastic life. Ursula took 
refuge in Luther’s home and found that her 

departure from the convent caused quite a bit 
of controversy due to her political influence. 
Many feared that her example and belief that 
salvation is by grace through faith alone would 
lead others to leave monasticism. Thanks be to 
God they did! Unfortunately, other rumors also 
spread that she was encouraging others to 
godless living. In response she wrote a defense 
that was published and for which Luther 
provided an afterword in support. 

Together these women were faithful in the 
unique vocations God had given them as 
women to live as His baptized daughters in 
Christ. They supported the Reformation and 
the Church by serving the Lord as faithful 
wives, daughters, mothers, benefactors, writers 
and musicians. Like all the saints who have 
gone before us, we give thanks to God for 
these faithful women and the gifts they gave to 
the Church, and we pray that the Lord would 
teach us to follow their examples of piety, 
service, generosity, faithfulness and obedience 
to His Word. 

Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 
Oct 04 – Rummage Sale Set Up 
Oct 05 – Outreach Team Meeting 
Oct 06 – Rummage & Bake Sale – Day 1 
             Elders Meeting 
Oct 11 – BUNCO 
Oct 12 – Board of Directors Meeting 
Oct 13 - Mary Heart/Martha World Study 
Oct 24 - Lion’s Club Candy Bagging 
             Big Brothers/Big Sisters Activity 
Oct 27 - Mary Heart/Martha World Study 
 

News From the Branch –  
Submitted by Glen Bromm -  
CENTERSHOT! -  

We are still trying to work out 
the details for our next session 
with both the Houghton Lake 
Sportsman Club & Artesia 
Youth Park. 

If you are interested in 
participating in the upcoming session, please 
contact Glen Bromm or the Church Office to 
pre-register.  We will make sure to contact 
you directly with details. 
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KIDZ CHURCH 
Our attendance has gone up 

and down over the first few 
weeks of our school year.  We 
have had as many as 10 
youth and three teens and as 
few as four youth. 

The instructors have been presenting 
lessons on the Bible verses that Pastor 
Winter has based his sermons on. We would 
like feed back from the parents/grandparents 
of the children attending to let us know if our 
students have been sharing what they have 
learned on Sunday mornings and if they are 
enjoying this new approach. 

If your child(ren) hasn’t openly shared, 
please encourage them to share what they 
learned that day and then we pray that you 
will review the readings from each service, 
discussing them as a family. 

The time we spend in the Word with your 
children is precious to us, we desire you to 
experience the blessing of spending family 
time in the Word as well. 

    Yours in Christ, 
     Glen Bromm 

News on Bible Studies . . . 

Adult Bible Study – Sunday Mornings 
  Pastor continues to hold his 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
group at 11:00am in the Luther 
Room.  Pastor is presenting, 
“A Longer Look at the 
Lessons” which will dig deeper 

into the day’s scripture lessons and sermon 
text.  If you’ve ever walked away from a 
Sunday Sermon wondering about what Pastor 
meant when he said …; or if you find yourself 
jotting down thoughts and notes in the 
“Reflections” section, here’s the chance to 
ask those questions and express your 
thoughts. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 
The Thursday morning group is 
continuing with “Martin Luther, Part 2 – 
The Moment”.  We have only met once 
in September, so if you would like to 
join us, you will find it easy to catch 

up.  We meet Thursday mornings at 9:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall.  

Ladies Group: 
    Our Mary Heart in a Martha World 
Bible Study only has 3 more sessions 
left!  Thank you to everyone who has 

come to these wonderful evenings spent 
learning about those renown sisters who were 
friends of our Lord & Savior. 
     You may be wondering what we’re cooking 
up next … in November we are going to hold 
our first Ladies Bible Study retreat!  We will be 
staying at Driftwood Resort and will be 
focusing on Ann VosKamp’s The Greatest Gift.  
A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 
board above the drinking fountain.  We are 
asking that a $20 deposit (approximately 40% 
of the weekend’s cost) be paid by October 28.  
Included in the price is lodging, materials 
(including a copy of the book/devotional), food 
and gratuity. Additional details, including the 
total cost breakdown, will be discussed at the 
October 13, meeting.   

Those Who Serve...   

Please continue to 

      pray for:  
SSgt Chris Bromm 

Darcy Mooney - Reserves 
          (Barbara Sny's Daughter) 

Will Mooney 

Matthew Petersen 

Prayer of Thanks for the safe return from 
Active Duty Overseas: 

Justin Stensrud - Air Force (now discharged) 

News From . . .  

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre & Carolyn Wood  

OUTREACH TEAM wishes to thank everyone 
who helped with the Family Fun 
Fest. Once again, God provided a 
beautiful Saturday for the 4th 
annual Family Fun Fest! Hayrides, 

face painting, archery, a cookie walk, and 
pumpkin painting were just a few of the 
activities. Our guests were treated to hot 
dogs, popcorn, and donuts and cider. We saw 
the return of numerous past visitors as well as 
many new faces! Two of the kids from St. 
John, Easton Friend and Remington Harowski 
guessed the number of pieces of candy in a 
jar and won 146 pieces of candy each and a 
gift certificate to McDonalds! Such a fun day 
for everyone! A huge thank you to all of the 
volunteers who made it possible! Those who 
helped set up on Friday and take down on 
Saturday, all the volunteers that worked at 
the Fun Fest and everyone who made cookies 
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for the cookie walk.  Also, thank you to 
everyone who made donations from the giving 
tree. We could not have done this without 
your support. 

A Fellowship Oppportunity from 

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre 
 

Sandi Patty Concert! 

Messiah Church 
Midland, Mi  

Saturday, October 22, 
2016 at 7p.m. 

This promises to be an amazing Christian 
concert! It is Patti’s farewell tour. If you are 
unfamiliar with her music, get a sample on her 
website Sandi Patty. Tickets are $20.00 and we 
can car pool. Please sign up by October 15th If 
you are interested in going, a sign-up sheet has 
been posted by the drinking fountain.  
Deadline for sign-ups is October 15th.  
 -Barb 
Here’s a little background on who she is… 

Sandra Faye "Sandi" Patty is an 
American Christian music 
singer, known for her wide 
vocal range and expressive 
flexibility which has led music 
critics to dub her "The Voice". 
Patty was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
into a family of musicians; her father was a 
minister of music, and her mother served as the 
church pianist. She first performed at the age 
of two when she sang "Jesus Loves Me" for her 
church, Phoenix First Church of God. First 
growing up in Phoenix, then San Diego, she 
and her brothers joined their parents in a 
performing group known as "The Ron Patty 
Family", and sang at churches across the nation 
during summer holidays. After graduating from 
Crawford High School in San Diego, she 
attended San Diego State University and 
Anderson University in Anderson, Indiana, 
where she studied voice and conducting. While 
studying at Anderson University, she worked as 
a studio musician for area recording studios, 
singing background vocals and recording 
commercial jingles, including one for Juicy Fruit 
gum. Her reputation as a performer and studio 
singer grew during the late 1970s. Patti is a 5 
time Emmy winner and has performed with 
symphonies throughout the United States. She 
has performed on TV shows Ellen and Today. 

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Let Them Go 
October 2016 

Have you ever wished that 
your children or grandchildren would do 
what you ask . . . the first time? Sometimes, it 
seems as though they aren’t listening or 
won’t listen or, at best, just don’t 
understand. How frustrating! 

And then Scripture hands us a passage like 
this one: 

Now they were bringing even infants 
to Him that He might touch them. And 
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked 
them. But Jesus called them to him, 
saying, “Let the children come to Me, 
and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say 
to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” (Luke 18:15-17) 

Really, God? These little anti-listeners are the 
ones You chose to inherit Your kingdom? But 
they don’t even know anything! 

And yet, our Lord singles them out and makes 
them the example of faith. What does that say 
about us? 

You see, a lot of times we’re afraid to talk to 
children about faith because we wonder – and 
perhaps rightfully so, considering their listening 
skills – how will they understand? The funny 
thing is, though, they readily believe the 
Gospel, even though we have trouble wrapping 
our minds around it. Somehow, they actually 
teach us about faith. 

Even when they don’t listen well enough to 
pick up their toys or dirty socks, children seem 
to have quite a knack for picking up God’s 
Word. Just when we think they’re never 
listening, we find out that they’re always 
listening. And that is just what God wants of 
His faithful people – for them to hear, listen, 
receive. You’ve heard it before: “faith comes 
from hearing” (Romans 10:17). 

In Luke’s Gospel, this makes the disciples 
angry – these children are wasting the Lord’s 
precious time! These tiny people are simply not 
smart enough; they don’t get it. Aren’t we a 
little like the disciples? When we think of faith, 
we tend to think in terms of knowledge. To us, 
faith grows through the right seminars, 
challenging Bible studies, informative sermons 
– but that is only half right. 
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How does God really come to us, so that we 
can come to Him like a little child? It’s about 
encountering and coming to know Him 
through the person of Jesus Christ, a scene no 
different from the one we read in Luke. Just as 
the children experience and get to know His 
love just by listening and coming into contact 
with Jesus, we also – through Word and 
Sacrament – get to know the full Christ. Our 
faith wasn’t created because one day 
something clicked, we figured out that one 
thing about God, we heard just the right 
intelligent explanation of heaven, or . . . Our 
faith was created – and continues to grow – 
because we are brought to Jesus to sit at His 
feet, listen to His Word, and receive all that He 
has to give. It’s all gift. 

So we continue to bring ourselves – and 
especially out children! – to Jesus. But how? 

We show up for the Divine Service each week, 
perhaps engage in short devotions before 
bedtime, sing hymns together at home 
(children really pick those up!), read and listen 
to Bible stories, pray as a family, and such. And 
the listening goes on. Because when it comes 
down to it, children truly are the best listeners 
after all. So stand close to them – together, in 
faith, receive the kingdom of God that has 
been prepared for you. 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 

News from AiG . . .  

Pew Research: Why Young People Are 
Leaving Christianity? (Part 1) 

by Ken Ham and Avery Foley on September 8, 2016  

It comes as no surprise to anyone keeping a 
finger on the pulse of our culture that a 
dramatically high number of young people are 
leaving the church. Many of these formerly 
churched individuals are now identifying as 
“nones” (religiously unaffiliated). Many are going 
as far as to declare themselves atheists or 
agnostics, while others say they’re “spiritual” but 
not religious (although everyone has a religion 
because all people have beliefs about how the 
universe and life did or did not arise). Why are so 
many young people abandoning traditional 
church? 
Why Are They Leaving? 

In 2009, I co-authored a book entitled Already 
Gone. This book was based on research that we 
commissioned from America’s Research Group. 
Through this research we were attempting to 
answer the question of why two thirds of young 

people are leaving the church when they go to 
college. What’s happening? 

Well, our research revealed that, as early as 
even elementary and middle school, young 
people have doubts and questions about the 
Bible that are going unanswered. Research shows 
that many of these questions are related to 
Genesis and scientific issues such as evolution, 
long ages (millions of years), dinosaurs, and 
Noah’s Ark. These young people are not getting 
solid answers from church leaders and parents 
but, sadly, are often told they can believe in the 
big bang, millions of years, and evolution; they’re 
then admonished to reinterpret or ignore Genesis 
while being told to “trust in Jesus!” These young 
people recognize the inconsistency of 
reinterpreting the first book of the Bible and yet 
being expected to trust the other books that talk 
about Christ. If we can doubt and reinterpret 
Genesis, where do we stop doubting and 
reinterpreting? 
A Mass Exodus 

We at Answers in Genesis are certainly not the 
only ones noticing and expressing concern about 
this mass exodus of young people from the 
church. Other groups have also conducted 
research to try and determine why these young 
people are leaving in such large numbers. New 
research from the Pew Research Center asked 
those who are no longer affiliated with a church 
or religious group to explain in their own words 
why they left. They divided these results by the 
respondents’ answers as well as by whether they 
defined their beliefs as “atheist,” “agnostic,” or 
“nothing in particular.” The results are certainly 
worth pondering. 
I Just Don’t Believe 

The first answer young people gave for leaving 
the church was that they just don’t believe. 
Startlingly, 49% of those who call themselves 
religiously raised said a “lack of belief” led them 
to move away from religion. This response was 
echoed by 82% of atheists, 63% of agnostics, and 
37% of those who believe “nothing in particular.” 
(By the way, they do believe—they believe there’s 
no God, and they believe life and the universe 
came about by natural processes. Atheism is their 
religion.) 

What was the word that many of the 
respondents used to explain their lack of belief? 
Science! Others used phrases like “common 
sense,” “logic,” or a “lack of evidence.” 

Here are some of the specific responses from 
young people who participated in the study in 
regards to why they have changed their beliefs in 
the Bible and church: 
 “Learning about evolution when I went away 

to college.” 

https://answersingenesis.org/bios/ken-ham/
https://answersingenesis.org/bios/avery-foley/
https://answersingenesis.org/store/product/already-gone-book/?sku=10-1-412
https://answersingenesis.org/store/product/already-gone-book/?sku=10-1-412
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/24/why-americas-nones-left-religion-behind/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/24/why-americas-nones-left-religion-behind/
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 “Rational thought makes religion go out the 
window.” 

 “Lack of any sort of scientific or specific 
evidence of a creator.” 

 “I just realized somewhere along the line that 
I didn’t really believe it.” 

 “I’m doing a lot more learning, studying, and 
kind of making decisions myself rather than 
listening to someone else.” 

Basically, Pew Research found the same thing 
that we found. A large percent of young people 
are leaving the church because of questions 
about science that lead to doubts about God’s 
Word. If we can’t trust the historical portions of 
the Bible that deal with our origins, why should 
we trust the message of Jesus Christ? We’ve been 
saying this for years now—it’s nothing new! 
Many in the church have taken heed of the 
research we’ve done and introduced apologetics 
teaching; they say it’s revolutionizing their church 
and greatly stemming the loss of the coming 
generations.  

Sadly, it’s unlikely that the large majority of 
these young people who were raised in a 
Christian church (even a theologically 
conservative church) and then left ever got solid 
answers to their doubts and questions. Research 
from the Barna Group last year revealed that “a 
vast majority of theologically conservative 
pastors believe the Bible speaks to societal issues, 
but fewer than 10 percent of these pastors are 
teaching people what the Bible says on these 
topics.” Young people are not getting solid, 
Bible-based answers to the skeptical questions of 
this day; and many are leaving the church and 
turning to atheism or some vague idea of 
“spirituality” as a result. 

Parents—you need to be providing young 
people with a solid foundation in God’s Word. 
Don’t assume the church is teaching your 
children how to think biblically and is answering 
their questions. Your job as a parent is to “train 
up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 
22:6) and to “bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). Don’t 
leave this to the church—it’s your job! Equip your 
young person with answers to questions about 
the age of the earth, dinosaurs, and Noah’s 
Flood. And when you answer their questions, 
always point them back to God’s Word. They 
need to be shown how to start their thinking with 
God’s Word, boldly and firmly standing on the 
rock solid foundation of God’s Word. Of course, 
you don’t have to do this alone. We have a bevy 
of resources on our website to help you do just 
that. There’s no guarantee in regards to what will 
happen, because each person has to answer for 
his or her own choices; but it has made a 

difference in thousands of lives. 
Church leaders—the secular world is growing 

increasingly aggressive in trying to capture the 
hearts and minds of the next generation. One of 
the tools they are using is their interpretation of 
“science.” They are trying to convince young 
people that man’s naturalistic ideas about the 
past and their interpretation of the evidence 
disproves the Bible. Sadly, instead of combatting 
this lie with answers from God’s Word, many 
pastors and Christian leaders have compromised 
God’s Word with these secular ideas. By saying 
God could’ve used the big bang or evolution, or 
that the Flood of Noah’s day was just a local 
flood, these church leaders are undermining the 
authority of God’s Word and all the doctrines 
that are based in that history—including the 
gospel. Young people can see the inconsistency 
of believing and trusting the Bible in some places 
while rejecting it and reinterpreting it in other 
places. Instead of trying to add man’s secular 
ideas into Scripture, we need to believe and 
boldly teach what the Bible says.  

(Part 2 will follow in the November Newsletter) 

News from the Mission Field ...  
Received from the Mahlburg Family 

Dear Partner in God’s Mission to Macau: 
Peace & mercy be to you from our Lord & Savior 

Jesus Christ. 
You are truly a blessing in the Church & to our 

family. We thank God that He has put you in our 
lives. Your prayers, encouragement, and financial 
support humble us. We are part of something far 
greater than ourselves. This is truly a team effort in 
service to our Lord. What a privilege it is to 
participate with you in God’s mission work in 
Macau. 

We are thrilled to announce that we have been 
green lighted. This means we move into our final 
stage of preparation before deploying overseas. 
Steve will continue to travel & share about God’s 
mission work in Macau. Now we get our 
immunizations, make final arrangements to move, 
and tie everything up here stateside. 

We do not yet have a deployment date. This 
largely depends on when we get our visas & find 
living quarters in Macau. 

The Lord has brought us to this point through 
your partnership with us. Your continued 
partnership will be a great blessing as we move to a 
very different culture. Please pray the Lord grants 
us peace & confidence as we make final arrange-
ments, that He give us wisdom & courage to share 
the Gospel in Asia, that doors & hearts will be 
opened to Jesus who died & rose again for all 
nations.             -Steve, Martha & Family 

https://answersingenesis.org/blogs/ken-ham/2015/12/19/do-pastors-fear-man-or-god/
https://answersingenesis.org/blogs/ken-ham/2015/12/19/do-pastors-fear-man-or-god/
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Prov%2022.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Prov%2022.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Eph%206.4
https://answersingenesis.org/
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