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The following article appeared in the August 2016 issue of Lutheran Witness, p24-25, written
by Rev. Jason Lane, assistant professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin. As
not all of our members currently receive this publication, we would like to reprint articles of
interest for your enjoyment.
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In 1521 Thomas Murner, one of Luther’s early Catholic opponents,
attacked Luther’s view of the Church, accusing him of “building a
church the way that Plato builds a city.” To Murner, Luther had
presented the Church as a figment of the imagination that has no
permanence in reality.
In opposition to his Catholic opponents, Luther taught that the
church is “a spiritual kingdom” that cannot be seen with the naked
eye or comprehended by one’s own reason. In other words, the
Church is an article of faith: “I believe in one holy catholic church.” But
that does not mean that the Church is unrecognizable. The Apology
to the Augsburg Confession (explanation found at end of article)
explains further: “We teach that this church truly exists, consisting of
true believing and righteous people scattered through the entire
world. And we add its marks: the pure teaching of the gospel and the
sacraments.”

Christians and the Gospel

The Lutheran Confessions make a distinction between the Church
“strictly speaking,” to which belong all believers scattered throughout
the world, and the Church “admixti” (mixed together), the visible
church in which the godless are mixed in with the saints. The typical
designation for this is “the church hidden” and “the church visible.”
Even though our LCMS nomenclature has shifted from that of the
Confessions, it is worth noting that the confessional writers were
aware of and avoided the term “invisible church.” The Church is never
invisible because the Word and Sacraments are never invisible.
The doctrine of the Church is concretely confessed, based on God’s
work through the Means of Grace. Christians are found wherever the
Gospel is found. “God be praised,” writes Luther, “a seven-year-old
child knows what the church is: holy believers and ‘the little sheep
who hear the voice of their shepherd.’” In a very real sense, the
Church enjoys complete and perfect unity whever anyone hears the
voice of Christ, even if we rarely experience this unity here in time.
,
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When the Confessors describe the visible
church, wherein the godless still exist, they
always return to God’s promise: that there is
only one, holy, catholic and apostolic church of
God and not of some particular institution or
country. The confession that the Church will
remain because Christ remains is real comfort
for Christians living in dark days when the
Church’s holiness seems lost, “so that we may
not despair, but may know that the church will
nevertheless remain; so that we may know that
however great the multitude of the ungodly is,
nevertheless the church exists and Christ
bestows those gifts that he promised to the
church: forgiveness of sins, answered prayer,
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” God’s work is sure
and therefore the Church, His own creation, is
sure.

What is the Apology to the Augsburg Confession?
In the year 1530, the Lutherans were required to
present their confession of faith before the emperor in
Augsburg, Germany. Philip Melanchthon wrote the
Augsburg Confession and it was read before the imperial
court on June 30, 1530. One year later, the Lutherans
presented their defense of the Augsburg Confession,
which is what ‘apology’ here means. It too was written by
Philip Melanchthon, [It] is devoted to the most important
truth of the Christian faith: the doctrine of justification by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.” – What
About Being a Lutheran – Want to read more? Visit:
lutheranreformation.org/theology/doctrine-church-confessions

In preparation for the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, The Lutheran Witness will feature
a column called “VDMA” (Verbum Domini
Manet in Aetemum), Latin for “The Word of the
Lord endures forever.” This newsletter will
share excerpts from these columns over the
next year.

The View from Here
Can Followers
of Christ Influence
the Nation?
I believe that we are all in agreement with
the observation that we live in a charged
political environment these days. The question
is can we followers of Christ do anything to
influence the nation? Christians have tried,
haven't they … I can think of different
organizations on both the left and the right
throughout history that have all tried to use
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Christian or Biblical morality to influence
political action. They have done so with mixed
results.
We can go all the way back to things like the
prohibition movement where some Christians
tried to impose their view of things, which in
that case was a disaster. But, much of the laws
of this country also have, as their root, the
Judeo-Christian ethic, which has been a
blessing to many, many people. The Ten
Commandments, especially 3 through10, are
foundational to so many of the laws of this
nation. The Bible contains other clear teachings
that we as Christians want to uphold, because
many of the truths are not just a blessing to us,
but to all.
Being salt and light in the world, as Jesus
said in Matthew, chapter five; is to do our best
to see that God's values are honored in our
nation and in our communities. Respecting life,
for instance, is a Biblical mandate and it has
been a blessing to many, many, many people,
even those who don't believe in Jesus.
Jesus also said "My Kingdom is not of this
world" (John 18:36). That's where we need to
make a very important point about the role of
the Christian in our nation. On the one hand we
respect and submit to the governing
authorities, as the Apostle Paul talks about in
Romans, chapter 13. Christians do need to be
good citizens no matter where they are. On the
other hand, we do need to obey God rather
than men as Peter and the apostles declared in
Acts, chapter 5-especially if the governing
authorities are acting That's really the only way
things can really change! I am so thankful for
all the good folks at St. John congregation who
walk with the Lord in their everyday life and put
their efforts into our service organizations,
putting the Gospel in to action through their
service projects … specifically the LWML, the
Ladies’ Aid, the Outreach Team to name a few.
At the same time, we're called to vote, to vote
our conscience, as good citizens. God's people
can be the greatest influence in the world-not
just by joining the political fight, but by
showing the blessing of being a new creation
in Jesus.
In all things; business politics,
whatever vocation.... Christians seek to be a
positive influence for all people. And that's
always more than just making new laws.
contrary to God's clear Word. More and more
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we see government and the culture bringing
pressure to bear on religious liberty. Therefore,
we must engage through prayer, writing our
congressional representatives, casting our
votes.
However, there is a greater role for the
Christian in the nation. That role is to be the
bearer of all that transcends earthly kingdoms.
Think about it. What stood out to the Roman
officials when they encountered Jesus? And
what about the followers of Jesus in the firstcentury Roman Empire; what made that
impression on so many of those communities?
We have accounts of Roman officials who came
to Jesus in order for loved ones to be healed
and they acknowledged Him as Lord; and the
centurion at the crucifixion said, "Surely, this
was the Son of God." People were moved and
influenced, not because Jesus pushed
legislation or constructed a political system to
make a sinful world a little bit better; no, their
lives were transformed because He brought
God's power and grace through humility and
service. Jesus brought the presence, the love of
God, not with coercion. He was crucified, rose
from the dead, and He did it for all people,
even His captors and even His enemies.
After Jesus ascension, His disciples made a
similar impression on people. People were
amazed by the way the disciples proclaimed
the Gospel, how they lived. Here is an excerpt
from Acts, chapter two: "Awe came upon every

soul....
And
all
who
believed
were
together....they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God, sharing all
things, having favor with all the people" (Acts
2:43-47 ESV). They did this stuff freely!

People saw this new life God gave through
faith in Jesus and it made a positive impression.
People loved each other because God was
doing things to change people's lives. That's
the way Christians can ultimately influence a
nation. We are God's servants to bring the love
of Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, and the certain
hope of eternal life. That Gospel message and
action breaks the chains of lovelessness and
aimlessness. Laws can "force" people to do
what is right ... but more powerful than even
good laws, Jesus changes hearts. And those
changed hearts want to give honor to God and
walk in His ways..
That’s the View from Here …
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Coming Attractions....
Save the Date....
Upcoming Dates to Remember
(Times can be found on the Calendar)
Sept 03 – Final Saturday Service for 2016
Sept 05 – LABOR DAY – Church Office Closed
Sept 07 - Outreach Team Meeting
Sept 08 – Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting
Ladies Study – Mary Heart/Martha World
Elders Meeting
Sept 11 – KICK OFF SUNDAY – Kidz Church
Battle Plan for Prayer Study Group
Sept 12 – Red Cross Blood Drive
Sept 14 – COMMUNITY MEAL – Sloppy Joe Night
Board of Directors Meeting
Sept 15 – A Man Named Martin, Pt 2 Begins
Quilters
Junior Confirmation Begins
Sept 17 – Chuck Halliday Funeral
Sept 18 – Sunday Adult Bible Study Begins
Sept 22 - Mary Heart/Martha World Study
Sept 24 – Family Fun Fest

News From the Branch Youth Programs! -

CENTERSHOT! -

We will be starting up another
session
of
Centershot
in
October. Watch for additional
details in up-coming bulletins!
If you are interested in participating in the
upcoming session, please contact Glen Bromm
or the Church Office to pre-register. We
will make sure to contact you directly with
details.
KIDZ CHURCH
It’s that time of year again
when we lament where our
summer has gone and we start
making plans to send the kids
back to school. Our Sunday school team has
also been busy making plans. Our first
session of Kidez Church wqill take place on
September 11th.
Kidz Church will held during the 9:30
service beginning with Pastor Winter’s
Object Lesson and will end at 10:30. Classes
are being offered for children Kindergarten
through 6th grade. Instructors may make
age exceptions placing children in a different
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class to best serve the needs of the individual
child.
Our Teen Bible Study will meet at 11:00
and be in session until 11:45. We feel it is
important for our teens to attend Worship
services and have adjusted our time to best
accommodate this.
This year’s Sunday School team includes
Glen Bromm, Liana Granica, Jesica Schutte,
and Lynn Tate. We are all looking forward
to serving the children and teens of our
congregation. Lessons will center around the
scripture verse Pastor will be using for his
sermon with the hope of reinforcing the
theme of the object lesson Pastor will be
giving prior to dismissing the children. We
also hope this shift from a “canned” lesson
will create an opportunity for family
discussion as everyone will be focusing on
the same portion of scripture.
To help facilitate these discussions,
remember that the weekly scripture readings
are printed in the bulletins and can be used
as reference.
Yours in Christ,
Glen Bromm

News on Bible Studies . . .
Adult Bible Study – Sunday Mornings

Pastor will hold his first
Sunday Morning Bible Study
group on September 18, at
11:00am in the Luther Room.
Pastor will be presenting, “A
Longer Look at the Lessons”
which will dig deeper into the day’s scripture
lessons and sermon text. If you’ve ever
walked away from a Sunday Sermon
wondering about what Pastor meant when he
said …; or if you find yourself jotting down
thoughts and notes in the “Reflections”
section, here’s the chance to ask those
questions and express your thoughts.

Thursday Morning Bible Study:
The Thursday morning group will
continue with “Martin Luther, Part 2 –
The Moment”. If you joined us last
year for Part 1, make sure you come
and hear the next chapter of the
fascinating story of Martin Luther. If you have
not seen part 1, “Martin Luther - The Man” please
talk to Pastor about watching the DVD; but
don’t let this stop you from joining us
Thursday, September 15, at 9:00am in the
Fellowship Hall.
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Ladies Group:

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World is about halfway and we have
learned so much. What a wonderful
group of women to spend time with. Even more
than the lessons, we are blessed to spend time in
the Word and discover how we can apply
lessons taught by our Savior 2000 years ago to
our lives today. We have again added some
new faces to our group - Welcome - and
continue to be open to any St. John woman who
would like to join this adventure. If you are
interested, we meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday
evening of each month from 6:30 - 8:00pm.
Contact Kristi Schultz or Monika Pfannes with
questions.

Those Who Serve...
Please continue to
pray for:
SSgt Chris Bromm
Darcy Mooney - Reserves

(Barbara Sny's Daughter)

Will Mooney
Matthew Petersen
Justin Stensrud - Air Force

News From . . .
The Outreach Team
Submitted by Carolyn Wood -

We’re busy getting ready for
our Annual Family Fun Fest! This will be our
4th Family Fun Fest and it gets better every
year. We need lots of hands to make this day a
success. If you’ve helped us before, you know
just how much fun it is! As in years past, we
need volunteers to help set up, tear down,
work the concessions, help with games,
pumpkin painting, park cars, and much more.
We are also going to have a Cookie Walk
again this year and need all our wonderful St.
John Bakers! Fire up those ovens and let the
creativity begin!
To those of you unable to volunteer an entire
day, please come out and show your support
by taking a hayride, having a
hot dog and some popcorn,
or just bringing your lawn
chair to relax in while you
watch the kids having fun.
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And in case you missed it …..
Our first Christian Concert
was
fantastic!
The
weather turned beautiful
just in time for the
concert, the band was
outstanding and played for
90 mins. 113 people were in attendance and
joined right in. A huge thank you to all the
members who came out and supported the
event. We hope to hold more concerts in the
future. If you know of a
Christian Band you’d like
to hear, contact a
member of the Outreach
Team and let them
know.

News From The Elders Reaching Out While Cleaning Up!

The Elders would like to implement a Medical
Equipment Pass-Along Program
where items such as canes, walkers,
wheelchairs, and other assistance
equipment can be utilized by
members of the congregation at no charge. If
you have any assistance items that you are no
longer in need of, please consider donating
that item(s) to the church. If you have a need
for an assistance item, please talk with one of
the Elders about what you are looking for and
we’ll see if we can obtain it for
you. We are also looking for
volunteers who would be willing
to oversee the maintenance of
any donated items.

News For All Gardeners End of Season Clean-up

Please make sure that all your
personal items have been
removed from the Garden of
Eatin’ by the end of the month.
During the first week of October
Dick Pedersen will be plowing
under the garden plot. You may leave behind
any unwanted produce not being donated and
vegetation. Please remove all cages, wire,
sticks, string, etc. that should not be plowed
into the ground. If you have any questions
please let the Church Office know.
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News from Thrivent Submitted by Carolyn Wood

If you are a member of
Thrivent Financial, you are
eligible to apply for 2 Action Team Events a year.
Each event would be worth $250 so you can make a
difference of $500 each year. These projects can be
for education, a fundraiser or a service activity. Find
something that you are passionate about and apply
online. It has to be an event that will strengthen
your community and guide others to LIVE
GENEROUSLY. If you are not a member of Thrivent
Financial and you have a project that needs
support, you can partner with a Thrivent member
for your event. For more information call your
Thrivent Representative or John & Carolyn Wood.

News From the Synod for
Today's Families Prodigals

September 2016

Almost every family has
one. That one kid (or adult). The one who is
reckless, not compliant, marching to the beat
of a different drummer. The one who seems
misguided and lost. Perhaps we think it will
take an act of God to bring that one back.
The prodigal.
It’s no joking matter. Having a family member
who seems careless and irresponsible can make
the rest of the family, and especially the
parents, feel out of control. It causes sleepless
nights, anxiety, disappointment, and at times, a
feeling of utter helplessness.
Our Lord knows all about this situation. A
little too well, in fact. You see, we were all
prodigals.
In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus shares a parable that
sheds light on how God the Father has dealt
with us, His reckless sinners. And boy, is He
good! Just let this shocking conclusion set in
for a moment:
And [the prodigal son] arose and came to
his father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
And the son said to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. I am
no longer worth to be called your son.” But
the father said to his servants, “Bring quickly
the best robe, and put it on him, and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us
eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.”
And they began to celebrate. (vv. 20-24)
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It almost sounds as if the father is the reckless
one, doesn’t it? He’s the one who – just upon
seeing his terrible, horrible, no-good son –
goes running out the door, lavishes his child
with hugs and kisses, dresses him up in the
finest clothes, and throws an extravagant party
just to welcome this prodigal home. A bit
much, no?
But we’re sure glad our heavenly Father does
– and He offers the same royal treatment for
us, in Christ. He comes running, takes us back,
clothes us in righteousness (hello, Baptism),
and gives us a grand feast – the Lord’s Supper
– to celebrate. And someday, we’ll spend all of
our time basking in this new, perfect life with
our Father.
How, then, should we regard and treat those
in our lives who have the tendency to wander,
squander, and cause all manner of trouble?
1.Love them. This doesn’t mean you
condone or enable their actions, but
remain steadfast in your love and
commitment to these person, these
children of God, and continue to let them
know it.
2.Don’t blame yourself. We tend to think
that we did something wrong to cause this
behavior. Of course, we make mistakes, but
ultimately children make their own choices.
3.Remember the rest of your family. The
father in this parable had another son he
needed to parent – and he did, even as he
dealt with his prodigal son.
4.Keep watch and pray. And while you’re at
it, ask others to do the same. Just as the
father was ready for his son’s return, you
also can be prepared to forgive without
holding a grudge.
5. Know that this season likely won’t last
forever. Sooner or later, most children
return to good relationships with their
parents and with our Lord.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller

A Last Word from Lutheran World
Relief Join with others to make this year the best
Michigan District LWR Boxcar Loading Ever!

Congregations across Michigan are busy
sewing
quilts,
assembling
care
kits,
collecting soap, and taking monetary
donations toward the annual Lutheran World
Relief Boxcar Loading. This year, the boxcar
loading date is set for Weds., October 19,
2016, at the Conrail Yard in Detroit and the
Hughart Yard in Grand Rapids.
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During the month of October, donations
can be brought to twelve collection sites
across the state including the Michigan
District Office in Ann Arbor (Oct. 11-18).
Short on funds? Have you considered a
Thrivent Action Team Grant to purchase
items for LWR kits? In 2015, LWR distributed
332,592 quilts; 152,585 school kits; 140,557
personal care kits;
13,694 fabric kits, 67,670 baby care kits;
32,322 pounds of soap; and $12.9 million to
more that 674,056 people in 19 countries
around the world!
Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of U.S. Lutherans,
serving communities living in poverty overseas. For
more information visit lwr.org.

The collection date for our area is October
15, 2016, from 8:00am – noon at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Traverse City. Anyone
interested in helping with this missionary
work, or if you have any questions about
LWML or LWR, please contact Sylvia Tumath,
Denise Reda, or the church office.
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When Prayer Doesn’t Work
michiganintouch.com/healthy-workers/7750/
By Mark Brandt

Recently, I preached a sermon titled, “When Prayer Doesn’t Work.” I can tell you the exact
moment that title came to mind: it was shortly before midnight on Friday, December 4, 2015.

A Little Background

Our 23-year old daughter, Emily, has struggled for most of her life with a terrible illness called
Crohn’s Disease. She’s had many different treatments over the years for this incurable disease. Some
of those treatments include surgery, others involve IV medications. In July of 2015 she had yet
another surgery. The unintended result of that surgery was a tiny hole in her intestine. She was
placed on powerful antibiotics and received her nourishment through a port. After waiting several
months in the hope that her body might heal itself, another surgery was scheduled for November
30th. While that surgery successfully closed the hole, we discovered two days later that it had caused
another hole so tiny that the surgeons couldn’t see it. Emergency surgery to fix that hole resulted in
yet a third hole that needed to be addressed with yet another surgery the very next day.
All the while, we were praying and hoping and waiting to hear that the problem had been
resolved. Those surgeries had been on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday of that week. That takes
us to midnight on Friday, about 36 hours after Emily’s third surgery. All indications up to this point
were that the surgery had finally been successful.
My wife and I had been taking turns sleeping in the chair next to Emily’s bed. Friday night was my
turn.
I had been sleeping for just a little bit when I heard Emily’s panicked voice: “Dad, wake up, I think
I’m leaking again.” I can’t explain and don’t even want to remember the feeling that came over me.
Now, I’m an optimistic guy, but the truth is that a person can’t live with the contents of their
intestines spilling into their abdominal cavity and a body can’t endure surgery after surgery,
especially when those surgeries seemed to be making things worse rather than better.

Not Working

Our prayers hadn’t been working. There was no other way to think about it.
Throughout Emily’s ordeal, I had been keeping our congregation informed of her situation with
periodic email updates. These resulted in an outpouring of love, prayer, and all kinds of support. In
an email following the events described above, I mentioned that I was thinking of preaching a
sermon titled, “When Prayer Doesn’t Work.” That email prompted a different kind of response than
the others had, as many of my wonderful members apparently were concerned that their pastor’s
faith was wavering.
It wasn’t. I was simply experiencing what most people go through at one time or another in
wondering what this thing called prayer is really about.

A Mystery

I still can’t answer that question – prayer is a deep, deep mystery that is far beyond our ability to
comprehend. I would like to make two suggestions, though, for what you can do the next time
prayer doesn’t work in your life:
1. Accept the mystery. We want answers, we want to get them and we love to give them, but
that’s not always possible. This is one of those times. Accept that.
2. Embrace the mystery. When prayer doesn’t work, what should we do? Well, conventional
wisdom says that when something doesn’t work, smart people stop doing it. Embracing the
mystery means doing just the opposite. Embracing the mystery means that when prayer
doesn’t work, we keep praying.
Such is the mystery and wonder of faith.
By the way – Emily has fully recovered from her ordeal and has returned to work. God is good!
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