
   St. John Lutheran Church     

        Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 
 

          The View from Here 

What Is Evangelism and Whose Job Is It? 

Our Board of Directors here at St. John 
congregation has a Director of Evangelism with 
an evangelism committee or, as we call it, an 
‘Outreach Team’. Barb McIntyre has done a 
great job and has some good plans for the future. However, is this task only 
for a few select people within the congregation, or should it include more? 
What is evangelism anyway … and whose job is it?  

Let’s begin by saying that the word ‘evangelism’ is a Biblical Greek word 
that means "good news" or "good message." The act of evangelism is 
simply sharing the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s easier 
said than done however.  I would say that not everyone finds it so easy to 
share their faith.  It can be a scary thing, especially because evangelism has, 
at times, had the reputation of something like making cold calls in sales. But 
sharing your faith is not a sales job. Remember what Peter and John said 
when they were commanded to stop sharing the Good News of Jesus. They 
said, "We cannot help but speak about what we have seen and what we have 
heard" (Acts 4:20 NIV).  Sharing your faith is something you want to do and 
it's something you get to do. It's something you can be excited about.  

It's similar to sharing any good news in your life. Not to be trite or crass 
here, but if you find a great plumber, you tell your friends that you found a 
great plumber. If you enjoyed a movie, you share that with people. You're 
excited to share good things in life with others. And, remember, the word 
evangelism is about good news, the best news you have ever heard. In 
fact, in modern terms, God's good news went viral at a time when there was 
no technology, no phones, computers, printers, internet, or TV. In fact, it 
went "word of mouth" viral enough to reach us.  

I mentioned Peter and John, Jesus' handpicked disciples. Some folks have 
the idea that evangelism is only the job of pastors, or a select few volunteers 
in the congregation.  The truth is, the whole church is the evangelism 
committee! Think of what Paul said in 1 Thessalonians chapter 1: "For not 
only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we, Paul is 
saying, we need not say anything" (1 Thessalonians 1:8). So, it wasn't just a 
pastor or merely a committee that was spreading the Word about Jesus. 
Every believer "sounded forth" the Good News.  And remember what Peter 
wrote: "Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have" (1 Peter 3:15 NIV). Isn't it great, 
we all get to be His witnesses and evangelists?!  If Jesus is our Savior, how 
can you not tell people about the great hope you have in Him?  
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So, how do we go about doing that? Where do 
you start? This is where it's so important to 
remember that the Gospel spreads, in large part, 
through relationships. And the first relationships 
people experience are in their families. I think we 
sometimes forget that in sharing the Good News of 
Jesus, it doesn't require us to travel away to a far off 
country. It begins with us at home.  Home is our 
first mission field. Just think, if everyone shared with 
their family members the message of Jesus Christ 
crucified and risen, our refuge and strength, the 
source of our new way of life. I'm not talking about 
having Bible lectures. I'm talking about word and 
deed: telling of Jesus' love, showing His love, 
living a life of prayer, and finding refuge in God's 
Word together. So, family is a great place to begin. 

I know we have many family members who do 
just that; they're praying for their other family 
members who don't yet know Jesus. Prayer is the 
foundation of evangelism. Prayer focuses us on 
God's Word and another's need, so pray and watch 
to see what relationships and conversations God 
develops for us. 

Beyond family members, it's important to look 
for opportunities in all of your relationships. Again, 
not so much opportunities to preach, but 
opportunities to care, to listen, to offer prayer, to 
share the reason for the hope you have--to share 
the blessing of Jesus with people in need. It's also 
helpful to have a Bible verse that is special to you; 
have it handy. God's Word is living and active and 
you can pass along that precious gift. In fact, God 
wants you to pass along His precious gift. Our 
Outreach Team at St. John is always ready to 
welcome more members to help in their efforts to 
spread the love of Christ in word and action. Pray 
about it and give Barb a call. 

 That’s the View from Here …  

 

 
 Pastor Bill Winter 

Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Aug 03 - Outreach Team Meeting 
Aug 04 - Elders Meeting 
Aug 06 - Saturday Service with Hot Dogs! 
Aug 10 - Board of Directors Meeting 
Aug 11 - Mary Heart/Martha World Study 
Aug 21 - Annual Church Picnic at the Pavilion 

Aug 25 - Ladies Bible Study 
Aug 28 - FREE CONCERT featuring 2nd MILE 

 

News From the Branch -  

Youth Programs! -  
CENTERSHOT! - Although the St. 

John Youth Centershot Program has 
wrapped up until fall, Fred Kleinert 
has been busy working with Camp Fish Tales out of 
Bay County.  This camp serves those who have a 
physical or cognitive disability.  Because of the 
bridges archery can build and the way it impacts 
those who participate, I asked Fred to have Camp 
Fish Tales submit some information on what they do 
and also asked him to tell us how he was touched 
through his time there.  What we received from 
Camp Fish Tales was no surprise - a glowing report of 
how Fred impacted Camp Fish Tales.  

From: "info@campfishtales.org"    

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 11:37 AM 
Subject: Fish Tales Archery 
  We asked Fred to join us at Camp Fish Tales 
to help us “save” a struggling archery program 
we have for the campers.  I came on board in 
March 2016 and found the archery range in 
disrepair and in our inventory two large 
crossbows that I was told could “take off a 
finger”.  We are a camp that serves children 
and adults with physical and cognitive 
disabilities – they do not need a bow that can 
shoot through 3 deer and a wall in one shot.  
This is where our journey with Fred starts.  I 
asked Bay Archery if they knew of a 
volunteer who could work with our camp to 
teach our campers basic archery skills with 
safety being the number one priority.  I was 
given Fred’s phone number and he has been a 
true blessing for our campers and staff. 
  Fred came up and toured the camp – full of 
enthusiasm and ideas.  He helped me sort out 
the “safe” archery supplies from the more 
advanced ones and started to mentor me on 
the benefits archery can bring to our 
campers.  He shows up with a smile each 
Monday to work with our campers from 2-4 
and sometimes stays even later.  He patiently 
shows them how to hold a bow, the proper 
stance and most importantly reminds them to 
be responsible and safe.   The most amazing 
part is the love and kindness he shows each 
and every camper and counselor!  He is 
patient and encouraging and brings smiles and 
pride to each one he works with every week. 

April Douglass  
Camp Director 
Camp Fish Tales 

989-879-5199 

info@campfishtales.org 
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The following pictures were also shared ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I spoke with Fred about his time there, he 
told me how much he was affected by the people 
whom he interacted with.  He spoke of watching one 
participant sit to the side just watching until the 
time was just about gone.  Fred asked if they wanted 
to give it a try.  A nod is what was given.  Then with 
the assistance of a caregiver, the participant raised 
the bow and attempted to overcome physical 
limitations just to draw the string.  After releasing 
the arrow, a look of joy at actually accomplishing a 
task that seemed outside the scope of their 
capabilities filled this person's face.  Fred said it was 
a look he had seen countless times during his weeks 
there. It was later that Fred learned this participant 
rarely attempted anything of this type of physical 
activity that was new or different and the counselors 
were very surprised.  

Although he never knew who, how many, nor how 
challenged the participants would be each day, he 
truly enjoyed the experience.  Every week of the six 
weeks Fred was instructing this special group of 
participants he said the sense of accomplishment at 
the end of every day is something he will carry with 
him and he looks forward to doing this again next 
year. 

"I don't want to say it's rewarding, it's more like 
you've done something good - like you've made 
someone's life better. It's hard to explain the 
feeling you get as you assist them in something 
they've never done, or think they can do - but you 
see it in their faces, over and over again as they 
watch the arrow fly." 

If you are looking for a place to volunteer some 
time, where you really make a difference, consider 
Camp Fish Tales.  They are in need of help in many 
areas.  Visit their website and check out what they 
are all about.  Fred is working with the leadership of 
Camp Fish Tales to see if they would be able to come 
to a Board of Directors meeting to discuss what they 
do and opportunities that may become available for 
retirees willing to  work with special needs groups and 
individuals. 
 

News on Bible Studies . . . 

Ladies Group: 
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World is 

underway and we are having such a great 

time exploring the Mary-Martha struggle in 

all of us.  We have added some new faces to 

our group - Welcome - and are always open 

to any St. John woman joining this adventure.  So if you 

are interested, we meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday evening 

of each month from 6:30 - 8:00pm.  Contact Kristi Schultz 

or Monika Pfannes with questions. 

Those Who Serve...   

Please pray for:  
SSgt Chris Bromm 

Darcy Mooney - Reserves 
          (Barbara Sny's 

Daughter) 

Will Mooney 

Matthew Petersen 

Justin Stensrud - Air Force 

News From . . .  

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre -  
            Board of Evangelism 

Wow – Did July ever fly by?!? And God so blessed our 
Outreach activities. Thank you Lord! 
During July we ... 

 held our monthly meeting July 6th. Membership 
continues to increase.  But there is always room for 
YOU! 

 held our bi-monthly community dinner and HUGE 
SUCCESS describes the event held on July 13! The 
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largest turnout ever, with over 110 in line for hot 
dogs, hamburgers, homemade baked beans, chips, 
watermelon and cookies! Hope you were able to 
attend! The next dinner will be on September 14 at 
5:00pm. Stay tuned for the menu. 

 took a road trip and the Great Lake Loons ballgame 
in Midland on July 24 was soooooo much fun! This 
was Church Fellowship Day at the park and 
Lutherans were very well represented. The name of 
each church scrolled across the electronic board 
throughout the game. We feared a rainout, but only 
20 minutes of light drizzle came down. A fun loving 
group from St. John Church yelled and screamed as 
the Loons beat the Clinton Lumberkings,  who are 
#1 in the division! Barb McIntyre, with an assist 
from Sandy Tallman, “caught” a foul ball (as it rolled 
across the floor!). This was the first annual ballgame 
outing – get ready for next year! 

Some items still in the works include: 
 The trip to the Creation Museum and Ark which has 

been postponed until 2017. The team felt because 
of the cost involved ($300 per person), additional 
time would help those interested to budget for the 
trip. Also, we will look for fundraising opportunities 
and transportation options. 

 Glenn Bromm has suggested and volunteered to 
lead a 6-8 week Bible study in a host home. This 
would be a basic introduction to the Bible in a 
welcoming environment. More info to come.  Glenn 
will be happy to answer any questions 

 Coming Events 
 August 3 (Weds) – Outreach Meeting at 7:00. 
 August 28 (Sun) - Christian Concert at the 

Pavilion at 3:00. 2nd Mile, a very popular group 
from Gladwin, will perform. Bring your lawn chair 
or blanket and get ready to enjoy a very special 
Sunday afternoon! And it is free! 

 September 24 - Looking Ahead – Family Fun 
Fest. Many new attractions for our 4th year. We 
are asking for volunteer help. This is one of our 
biggest events and like similar events, lots of 
hands make the job easy for everyone. There are 
many ways to help out. Please attend the August 
or September meeting or contact an Outreach 
member to learn how you can help! 

God Bless you until we meet again next month! 
 

News From the Trustees -  

Annual Church Washing Day 
On Wednesday, July 20, a group of 

members gathered early in the morning 

to undertake the job of cleaning our 

church inside & out.  We washed the 

outside, polished the inside and spent 

the morning laughing and sharing and 

before we knew it the job was finished.  

A lunch of pizza followed with even more laughter.  

What a great group of people.  The trustees would like 

to acknowledge and thank the following people: Arlene, 

Art, Bill, Bob, Fred, Glen, Jerry, John, Marlin, Pam, Roger, 

Todd & Cindy Jones who are new members to the 

congregation and jumped right in, and anyone we may 

have missed. .   

News From the Synod for  

Today's Families - 
Peace or Division? 

August 2016 
It's easy to talk about our faith 

to other people, right? Strangers, family members, 
anyone really.  It comes naturally, makes us feel totally 
comfortable, not awkward at all. 

Said no one ever! 
I don't know about you, but for me talking about 

Christ - even though His news is the best news - is the 
most difficult thing in the world. It's equally hard for 
me to have a face-to-face conversation about Jesus 
with someone I don't know at all as it is to speak about 
Him with a beloved family member who doesn't 
believe. In fact, when I was considering becoming a 
deaconess in The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, I 
remember sitting across the table from the director of 
the deaconess program, saying, "I'd like to pursue this 
vocation, but I'm really uncomfortable talking about 
Jesus to people. Do you think that will be a problem?" 

You see, I was consumed by this belief: faith divides; 
doctrine puts up walls. Christ doesn't bring peace, but 
division. He said so Himself in Luke 12:51, right? For 
me, it was even hard to have faith at all because I felt at 
times that all it did was cause separation between me 
and everyone else. Is that what I wanted? 

What about you? Do you see this in your own family? 
Does "the faith" bring about peace at the dinner table, 
or does it bring division? How about in your church or 
community? 

Sometimes, it can get you down. But there's a little 
more to the story. 

As Lutheran Christians, we ask ourselves, "Why is this 
so hard? What is it about the faith that we confess that 
seems to make us so ... different?" The answer, of 
course, is that we cling solely to God's Word for 
everything we believe. Many people look for answers 
inside themselves or to a watered-down, more 
palatable version of God's Word. 

Although it would be nice if we could just change 
God's Word or pretend that we're lal the same, the 
reality is that God's Word is simply not popular, and it's 
bold and serious business. It talks about life and death. 
That's why asking a question such as "Why can't we all 
just get along?" isn't very helpful. Do we really want to 
get along if it means sacrificing reality, what we believe 
and confess about life and death? 

Of course not. But the good news is that doctrine 
truly doesn't divide. Even though it may seem at first 
that it emphasizes our differences, doctrine actually 
unifies us. It brings together people who have a 
common belief, and it gives us a place to stand 
together. We pray for the day when all Christians - 
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those in our families, in our churches, in our 
communities, and beyond - confess Christ and His 
savings Gospel as the center of their doctrine too, so 
that we can all be united as one. 

Within our families, then, we especially continue to 
teach and confess through loving, patient 
conversations. Unity of faith is possible only through 
Christ, and so we pray for it. While our Lord's message 
certainly can and does bring division rather than peace, 
that doesn't mean we don't fervently love and care for 
family members and others who are struggling with 
that message. So hang in there, even through the 
awkwardness. It's our Lord's job to bring us all 
together, and He will do it. 

Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
 

News from Thrivent -  
Submitted by Carolyn Wood 
If you are a member of 

Thrivent Financial, you are 

eligible to apply for 2 Action Team Events a year.  Each 

event would be worth $250 so you can make a difference 

of $500 each year.  These projects can be for education, 

a fundraiser or a service activity.  Find something that 

you are passionate about and apply online.  It has to be 

an event that will strengthen your community and guide 

others to LIVE GENEROUSLY.  If you are not a member of 

Thrivent Financial and you have a project that needs 

support, you can partner with a Thrivent member for 

your event.  For more information call your Thrivent 

Representative or John & Carolyn Wood. 

 News From the Airwaves - 

You can find them on your dial ... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts 

out of the following stations: 

 

Station City, State Freq/Band Day, Time 

WSAM Saginaw 1400 AM Sun 8:30a 

WFCX Traverse City 94.3 FM Sun 7am 

WFDX Traverse City 92.5 FM Sun 7am 

you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org 

 

A Prayer For The Children 
A little dated, but as you read, and hopefully 
pray, the prayer below consider how blessed our 
children are to be living in the time and place 
they are. 

We pray for the children 

 who sneak popsicles before supper 

 who erase holes in math workbooks 

 who can never find their shoes 

And we pray for those 

 who stare at photographers from behind barbed 

wire 

 who can't bound down the street in a new pair of 

sneakers 

 who never "counted potatoes," 

 who are born in places where we wouldn't be 

caught dead 

 who never go to the circus 

 who live in an x-rated world 

We pray for children 

 who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions 

 who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money 

And we pray for those 

 who never get dessert 

 who have no safe blanket to drag behind them 

 who watch their parents watch them die 

 who can't find any bread to steal 

 who don't have any rooms to clean up 

 whose pictures aren't on anybody's dresser 

 whose monsters are real. 

We pray for children 

 who spend all their allowance before Tuesday 

 who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at 

their food 

 who like ghost stories 

 who shove dirty clothes under the bed 

 who never rinse out the tub 

 who get visits from the tooth fairy 

 who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool 

 who squirm in church and scream in the phone 

 whose tears we sometimes laugh at 

 whose smiles can make us cry 

And we pray for those 

 whose nightmares come in the daytime 

 who will eat anything 

 who have never seen a dentist 

 who aren't spoiled by anybody 

 who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep 

 who live and move, but have no being 

We pray for children  

 who want to be carried and for those who must 

 who we never give up on and for those who don't 

get a second chance 

And we pray for  

 those we smother and for those who will grab the 

hand of anybody kind enough to offer it 

   In Jesus Name, we pray. 
      Amen 

 

 

Don't forget to join us for 
Fellowship Between Sunday 
morning services  

Hosts are needed! Please sign up 

in the kitchen! 
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News From those we support in the Missionary Field - 
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St. John Lutheran Church 

Board of Directors  

Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2016 

Members present: President:  Jim Mueller    Absent: 
   Vice President:  Jeff Krentz               Jane Radulski - Secretary 
   Treasurer:  Erma Stevens       
   Board of Christian Education:  Glen Bromm 
   Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach   
   Board of Evangelism:  Barbara McIntyre 
   Board of Stewardship:  Jim French 
   Board of Social Welfare:  Paul Reda 
   Board of Trustees:  Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership: Pastor Winter 

Called to Order - President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Pastor read a devotional 

based on Romans 4:13-25 then led us in prayer. 

 President Jim Mueller asked the Board to be open to some change in the order of business. 

Secretary's Report - Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed by the Board members.  A motion to 

accept the amended minutes was made by Jim French and seconded by Erma Stevens.  Motion carried. 

Minutes approved. 

Treasurer's Report - The 2015-2016 Final Treasurer's report was reviewed.  Erma Stevens reported that we 

did end the budget year in the black and that expenses were $16,000 below budget.  A motion was made 

by Glen Bromm and seconded by Barb McIntyre to accept the report. Motion carried. Report approved. 

Guest/Member Remarks - none 

Board Activity  

 Board of Christian Education:   Glen Bromm reported that although attendance at this year's VBS was 

lower, the children seemed to enjoy their time.  The volunteers did an excellent job and Glen learned 

much as well.  President Mueller thanked Glen and all the volunteers for their efforts. 

 Board of Elders: no report 

 Board of Evangelism: Barb McIntyre reported that the Community Meal held earlier this night was the 

most successful so far.  They served approximately 110 meals.  The contract for the 2nd Mile concert 

has been signed and returned.  There are 19 people signed up for the Loons Baseball game later this 

month which is a great number for this first effort.  President Mueller thanked the Outreach Team and 

Evangelism Board for their efforts putting on the Community Meals.  Peter Daellenbach asked about 

the split between community members and congregation members.  While no definite number, the 

estimate is 50/50. 

 Board of Social Welfare:  We have received one application for assistance from a community member. 

 Board of Stewardship: no report 

 Board of Trustees: no report 

Policies & Procedures:  President Jim Mueller requested that this be addressed later in the meeting. 

Old Business: Glen Bromm stated that a tentative date for the Ark Encounter trip has been set.  Still would 

like to take the teens and they will be helping to offset cost by selling Hungry Howie Discount Books as a 

fundraiser.  The tentative dates are August 17, 18, & 19.  Having a car wash was also suggested as a 

possible fundraiser.  The trip should be run in the bulletin again with the tour package being put together 

through Fun Time Tours out of West Branch.  The bus requires a minimum of 52 people 

 Marlin asked about the canopy that was to be put over the sign out at the Reserve Rd. property.  Glen 

stated he is building the frame for that canopy and it will be installed. 
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 Jim Mueller asked if a permit is needed from Denton Township for the upcoming concert.  Glen Bromm 

stated that John Wood is contacting the authorities regarding both permit requirements and what is 

required from the police department for the event. 

New Business: Erma Stevens brought up that an audit of the church books is needed.  She recommends 

that Jim French and Jeff Krentz conduct an in-house audit.  It is unknown when the last audit was 

performed.  Discussion followed as to whether an audit should be performed in-house or if a professional 

CPA be hired.  Jim Mueller brought up that going out-of-house may be against the Church Constitution 

and further discussion will follow.  Jim French will contact Skop's for an estimate. 

 Erma also mentioned that no rent has been received from the parsonage since March, making the renter, 

Roger Lane, four (4) months in arrears.  Erma had spoken with Rick Joles who said he would attempt to 

make contact with the renter.  Nothing has been heard to date.  Marlin Shull said he would follow-up 

with Rick.  Questions were raised regarding the existence of a signed lease or rental agreement; whether 

the parsonage needs to be vacated to accommodate a pastor in the future when Pastor Winter has 

retired.  No resolution was reached and discussion was tabled.  Monika will look for a file pertaining to 

the parsonage rental and will report back next meeting. 

 The 2016-2017 Board of Directors Roster was reviewed, corrections noted and Monika will be printing a 

revised copy.  Monika will then post the revised roster as well as place a copy in each board member's 

mailbox. 

 The question was asked whether our electronic sign was covered under the current insurance policy.  

Monika stated that when obtaining the loss payee endorsement for the leasing company on the new 

printer, it was noticed that the name on the policy is shown as St. Johns rather than St. John.  When this 

was looked into the insurance company advised that the State of Michigan reflects the legal name St. 

John's and therefore they are obligated by law to use the same.  Monika had looked into this and the 

October 2016 renewal of our Annual Report with the Department of Licensing & Regulatory Affairs does 

reflect St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Houghton Lake as our corporate name.  She will follow 

up with Lansing to see what steps need to be completed to get this corrected.  She will also work with 

Marlin to set up a meeting with the Church Mutual Representative to conduct a review of coverages 

currently being provided and they will then report back to the board. 

 In accordance with the Church's Policy #9, most of the people who have been issued keys have already 

come in and signed the audit form.  A review of those who have been issued keys was made and only 

two (2) changes are to be made. 

 Also in accordance with Church Policy #5, a review of those entities who fall under the "long term facility 

use" definition, Red Cross, AA, T.O.P.S., etc. was discussed with no change for the coming year. 

 Pastor Winter received a call from the financial planner who was to attend this board meeting.  Due to a 

scheduling conflict, the financial planner asked to reschedule to next month, August 10, 2016. 

Correspondence: A thank you card for purchase of the digital copier was received and read. No other 

correspondence. 

Special Item:  President Jim Mueller asked that the Board spend some time reviewing the Church 

Constitution and Policies & Procedures as a refresher for all to insure that the business of the church can 

be conducted in compliance with those documents since this was the first meeting he has chaired in a 

number of years.  Review and discussion followed with the understanding that any constitutional changes 

would require membership approval; some wording changes will be made to the policies and procedures 

to clarify intent.  These minor wording changes will be made and presented to the Board at the next 

meeting. 

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Glen Broom, seconded by Barb McIntyre.  Meeting was 

adjourned at 8:20pm with the Lord's Prayer.   

Respectfully submitted: 

Monika Pfannes for Jane Radulski              Minutes are subject to approval at next meeting  
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