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The Bible calls us to believe in Jesus Christ in
order to be saved. What exactly does that mean
to believe in Him? Is faith the same thing as
blind belief? I think we’ve all heard the phrase "blind belief" before. People
have said that being a Christian means that you blindly believe in the
supernatural existence of God and it defies all knowledge and proof. I even
think that some Christians believe their faith is just "blind faith.” But I want
everyone to know that faith in God, in His Son, and the trust of His Word are
much, much more than blind belief. In fact, faith in Jesus means your eyes
are really wide open!
Here I’m thinking of the opening verses from Hebrews 11. It's sometimes
called the faith chapter of the Bible; it says, "Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1 ESV).
Those are not blind faith words. The word for assurance means foundation
and confidence. The word for conviction means certainty. Faith is God's gift
to us, the certainty of His action in our lives and our world. We're convinced
of what God has accomplished and of the promises yet to be fulfilled
because of His great deeds.
We must have the focus on Christ's actions. Jesus appealed to the
unbelieving crowd when He said, "If you do not believe me, believe the
miracles that I do that you might know and understand that the Father is in
me, and I in the Father" (John 10:38 NIV). So we can be clear … When
people trust in Jesus Christ as Savior, they are not taking a flimsy chance on
an unseen and potential fairy tale. They're trusting in facts that have been
well documented in history. People saw the miracles of Jesus. They
witnessed His suffering and death. They saw the sealed tomb. Then they
witnessed the empty tomb! In fact, we're told that five hundred people at
one time saw the risen Savior, and these facts were written down. We have
the documented eyewitness accounts from less than one hundred years
after these actual events. The facts of Jesus' life, death, resurrection, and
ascension were never hidden. Trusting in Jesus' existence and deeds is not
blind faith.

To have faith in Jesus as Savior is more than just understanding historical
facts. Many non-Christians acknowledge the very real existence of Jesus.
They admit that His words and claims are real. The faith part means
acknowledging Him as Lord of your life and trusting Him with your life.
That's the appeal that we find in Acts, chapter 16: "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved" (Acts
16:31).
E-mail
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.
com
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Faith is not blind, but it is bold. And we can only
say, "Jesus is Lord" by the gracious work of the Holy
Spirit. We will surrender our lives to Jesus Christ
after He takes our life into His gracious hands. The
Bible is clear that He is the One Who changes
hearts and brings us to repentance. He turns us to
Himself. So this faith boldness really is about God's
boldness to us first. He reaches into our lives
through His Word, through His gift of baptism, and
through Jesus' presence in the Lord's Supper. He
creates and sustains faith in our hearts in the words
and deeds that He has accomplished. We trust in
Him for everything; forgiveness, life, even life
forever.
We as Christians believe in Jesus and walk in that
kind of bold faith by the power of the Holy Spirit
and through the Word of God. Two statements are
very helpful here: The first is from Jesus. He says to
Martha, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die." And then He says, "Martha, do you believe
this?" This is a question we all must answer … and
Martha's response can help each of us. She said to
him, "Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is coming into the world" (John 11:2527). I also think of the Apostle Peter's exhortation to
the crowd in Acts where he says, "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus for
the forgiveness of your sins." And then He promises,
"you will receive the gift of the Spirit and that this
promise is for you and for your children and for all....
whom the Lord our God calls to himself" (Acts 2:3839). To believe, to trust, to turn to Him, that's faith
with eyes wide open!
That’s the View from Here …

Pastor Bill Winter

Coming Attractions....
Save the Date....
Upcoming Dates to Remember
(Times can be found on the Calendar)

July 02
July 06
July 07
July 11
July 13
July 13
July 14
July 20
July 25

- Saturday Service with Hot Dogs!
- Outreach Team Meeting
- Elders Meeting
- Red Cross Blood Drive - Cancelled
- Community Meal
- Board of Directors Meeting
- Mary Heart/Martha World Study
- Church Clean-up Day
- Ladies Bible Study
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From the Elders Submitted by Barbara McIntyre Board of Evangelism

Below is a listing of Zones and Elders
for your information, you will note that
Zone 12 will be covered by two Elders due to its size:
ZONE #
1 & 10

ELDER ASSIGNED

PHONE #

Jim Leedy

989-422-4336

2

Bob Greger /
Glen Bromm

989-422-7245
989-329-5584

3

Peter Daellenbach

989-821-7830

4

Kirk Koupal

989-366-7967

5

Bob Tarvis

989-422-4313

6

Bill Serniuk

989-808-5550

7

Art Ketelhut

989-366-6907

8

Scott Bockelman

989-329-1633

9 & 11

Dan Nagy

989-389-7708

12

Rick Joles

989-745-8203

12

Mike Michaelson

517-290-1241

News From the Branch Youth Programs! -

submitted by Glen & Melva Stuart

CENTERSHOT!
Another
successful session of our Youth Archery Program has
come to a close. Thank you to our new instructors
who made such an impact on this group of kids and
also to the parents of all our participants. We are
looking forward to a new session in September.
Watch the bulletin and newsletter for the dates.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

First let me thank all the
volunteers who make events such
as this possible. There are no
small jobs when you are serving
others.
As this was my first
experience with VBS the tireless
efforts of our team, made this
year a success.
This year our students enjoyed many activities
and learned about our Lord and Savior Jesus. I
believe I can speak for everyone when I say it was a
very rewarding experience.
There were a lot of smiles on the faces of the
students and our youth volunteers were enriched
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by the experience of working and serving along
side of the adults.
If you have some free time next spring and
would like to work along a fun group of dedicated
servants of our Lord feel free to contact me. We
will find something that fits your talents.
In closing I want let you to know I have heard a
rumor that there was a large number of people
who, from the safety of the Parish Hall, watched
as I was attacked by a water balloon wielding
mob on Friday.
- Glen Bromm

Cave Quest
Although attendance was less than past
years, the children had a fun-filled week
complete with science experiments and cave
exploration. Thank you to all the volunteers who
helped make this week such a success!
Here is a look at the week in pictures ...
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News From . . .
The Outreach Team
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre Board of Evangelism

Faith-filled Summer Camps!
Did you know that every day the average child spends
7.5 hours on electronic media per day, including 270
minutes in front of the TV, and only about four minutes
playing outside? It can be overwhelming to think about
how difficult it is for children to get away from the harmful
messages they receive every day. The summer camp
experience at Camp Concordia offers your child a safe
place away from the routine of daily life to meet new
friends and explore new ideas and activities while
allowing for quiet time with God. Your child will be cared
for by Camp Concordia’s caring, well-trained staff who
will focus on your child’s well-being. You won’t want to
miss this opportunity to make an eternal investment in
the life of your child. Spaces available! Please contact
the office at 616-754-3785 or register online at
www.campconcordia.org
Camp Concordia
13400 Pinewood St NE
Gowen, MI 49326
616-754-3785
www.CampConcordia.org

News on Bible Studies . . .
Ladies Group:

If you are a St. John Lady who is looking to
spend a little time every other week sharing
and exploring ways to apply God's truths to
your life, please come join us. This new
study centers around Joanna Weaver's book,
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World and explores how
each of us has some Mary and some Martha within. The
Mary in us wants to leave the dishes and sit at Jesus' feet,
while the Martha in us wants to attend to the multiple
tasks around us.

Those Who Serve...
Please pray for:
SSgt Chris Bromm
Darcy Mooney - Reserves
(Barbara Sny's
Daughter)

Will Mooney
Matthew Petersen
Justin Stensrud - Air Force

The Strawberry Ice Cream Social
was a great success with many folks enjoying
strawberry shortcake after the June 18th Saturday
evening service at the Garden. A special thanks to Ken
Vest for making his famous shortcakes!
Coming up:
Outreach Meeting – Wednesday July 6th at 7:00pm –
everyone is welcome to attend. Bring your ideas and
enthusiasm for reaching out to the community to share
the love of Christ!
Community Dinner – Wednesday July 13th at 5:00 pm
– An American picnic – hot dogs, hamburgers, baked
beans, chips, watermelon and dessert. Please come and
join us for this free community event! Just think – you
won’t have to cook on a hot July night!
Take me out to the ballgame! Fellowship Sunday –
Sunday July 24th – The Loons play at the Dow Diamond
at 2:00 with a free meal for kids under 12, a tour of
behind the scenes, and an opportunity for the kids to
run the bases after the game. So bring your kids,
grandkids, nieces and nephews. Tickets are $9.50 per
person. A sign-up sheet and additional details are on
the bulletin board at the back of the church. Don’t
forget to sign up by July 10th. This promises to be a very
fun day!

News From the Womb copied from Michigan Minute Enews from the
Michigan District, LCMS

THE FAILURE OF SEX
EDUCATION IN THE CHURCH

Dates: September 18, 19, 22, 2016
Three Michigan Locations

Manhood, womanhood, gender identity, same-sex
marriage, abortion, living together before marriage
... these are all issues which confront the Christian in
today's culture. What insight does Scripture bring
to these issues? Who does God say that I am? What
does this mean? Linda Bartlett, past president of
Lutherans For Life, will discuss her book The Failure
of Sex Education in the Church: Mistaken Identity,
Compromised Purity at St. Mark, Kentwood
(September 18, 3 p.m.); Valley Lutheran High
School, Saginaw (September 20, 7 p.m.); and St.
Peter, Macomb (September 22, 7 p.m.). Each
location will include a panel of local pastors and the
opportunity for questions and answers for Christian
dialogue. For more information, visit lflmi.org
(Lutherans For Life - MI).
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News From the Synod for
Today's Families Won't You Be My
Neighbor?

July 2016
"I need help! Can someone help me? Wait. No. Not
you. Anyone but you!"
They say ou can't choose your family members. Well,
that's true. But let's take it even further: you can't even
choose your neighbors.
I'm not talking about your neighbors over the fence,
the ones with the better yard and more updated
kitchen, whom you feel obligated to talk to whenever
you happen to check your mail at the same time.
Instead, neighbors are those people whom our Lord
has put in your life, whom you should love and pray for
and serve and show mercy. But even more than that,
our neighbors are also those who show us compassion
and mercy, even when it's not wanted.
No one knew this better than the man in Jesus'
parable of the Good Samaritan. You know the story. An
Israelite man is heading down the street, gets beaten
and robbed, is passed over by a priest and a Levite, and
ultimately is rescued by the least likely neighbor, a
Samaritan. When the poor man came to, I wonder how
he felt about the fact that a Samaritan, a half-breed
heretic who was hated by all Israelites, was his hero.
Was the man embarrassed? ashamed? Or was he just
incredibly grateful and thankful?
How about you? Put yourself in the shoes of the
battered, half-dead man. If you needed help, whom
would you least like to have come to your aid? C'mon,
think of your worst enemy. What would it be like if you
have no choice and that's who you got? You may even
mumble, "I'd rather die than be saved by the likes of
_________! I wouldn't want to owe him anything for his
help!"
But this is not a story about us and what we are to do
- how we are to serve our neighbors - or even about
how others should serve us. It's a story about God and
what He does. It is about the strange, peculiar way in
which Jesus saves us. This Samaritan Savior is the One
who was shamed; who hung naked, bloodied, mocked,
rejected, and forsaken; who embarrassed Peter so
much that he denied his Savior, Jesus, three times. We
look at this One and say, "I'd rather die than be saved
by the likes of Him!"
Yet, here we are. Lying, dying in a ditch, beaten up by
our sin, this world, and Satan himself. And this strange,
despised man, Jesus, is more of a neighbor to us than
anyone. He stooped down, emptied Himself, risked all,
washed us up, brought us back to life, and laid down in
the ditch in our place. Now that's a neighbor.
God uses the unlikely to do His best work.
So when we or our children and grandchildren
struggle with being a neighbor to the unlovable and
despised, we can remember that we are actually more
wretched and unbearable ourselves than we care to
admit. Yet God sends neighbors, even ones we don't
want or who don't want us, into our lives to be
Christlike to us, to show mercy and compassion, to
help us when we can't help ourselves.
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And whether we like it or not, how can we help but
go out and do the same? After all, if it worked out for
Christ, it will work out for us.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller

News from the Lutherans Men
Network -

If Today Was Your Last Day

May 31, 2016
We've heard plenty of health
scares in recent weeks: doctors
found a bacterium immune to all known antibiotics and
are afraid it will pass along its immunity to other, more
dangerous bacteria. There's the frightening news that
the Zika virus is being carried by another kind of
mosquito that hunts further north than the original
mosquito. And now the killer bees are back.
One recent morning Alex Bestler, 23, decided to walk a
trail near Mesa, Arizona, with a friend. They stuck to the
trail but suddenly found themselves under attack. While
the friend ran for help, thousands of bees swarmed
around Bestler. When park employees arrived, they tried
to rescue him to no avail; they couldn't get close before
they too were driven off by the insects.
Finally, Maricopa County Sheriff Sergeant Allen Romer
arrived at the park, jumped on a park utility task vehicle
and raced to Bestler's location. Two rural metro fire
fighters helped him load Bestler onto the UTV and
remove him from the scene, still covered with bees, while
the swarm pursued. They distanced themselves from the
swarm and arrived at a waiting emergency vehicle where
life-saving measures were begun. Unfortunately, Bestler
died after arriving at Desert Vista Hospital. Medical staff
and sheriff's detectives estimate he had over 1,000
stings.
Experts say the so-called "killer bees" have migrated
from Brazil into the American Southwest. They are
actually Africanized bees. They look like normal bees and
are no more poisonous, but they're much more
aggressive and more likely to attack in swarms which
relentlessly pursue their target.
What gets me about these bee attacks is how they
strike without warning. Construction workers and people
mowing lawns have been attacked and killed by
swarming bees as well.
Every morning when I wake up I take for granted my
life will go like normal -- as will the lives of the people
around me. But these stories remind me that my life -- or
theirs -- can be altered or ended without warning, at any
moment.
Every time we hear of a person killed in a car accident,
a heart attack, or a violent crime, we need to stop and
see ourselves, our loved ones, and the people around us
at work and in our community. We need to live with
more purpose, more understanding, and a greater sense
of urgency in sharing our faith. They may not always be
tomorrow. Today may be their last day -- or ours.
Thankfully, all of us who have been given faith in Jesus
will be ready when our last hour arrives. But what about

Vol.16-07

July 2016

those who don't trust in Jesus? For their sake we need to
remember the urgency of our Lord's call and get busy!
Whether it's killer bees, malicious viruses, or some
other scourge, they're just subtle reminders that there
are no lifetime guarantees when it comes to the number
of our tomorrows.
http://www.lhm.org/men/newsletter/article.asp?id=28822

News from the Nation The Supreme Court
Decision – Texas
Abortion Laws

“Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there
is no salvation. When his breath
departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans
perish. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps
faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the
prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord
loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the
sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord
will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all
generations. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 146: 3-10 ESV)
On Monday, June 27, 2016, the
Supreme Court of the United States,
made up of “sons of man,” issued their
opinion that Texas abortion clinics do
not need to meet the same health
standards as other clinics which
provide surgical treatment for their
patients. The Texas law, which seems to
be common sense, also required that
doctors in abortion clinics must have admitting
privileges at a hospital near the abortion clinic in case
something goes wrong during the procedure (as has
happened in the past). The Supreme Court ruled that
those safeguards are unconstitutional.
While
this
Supreme
Court
decision
seems
unfathomable for so many reasons and on so many
levels, God, through the hand of the psalmist, reminds us
that it is He who made the heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them. That includes the legislators in
Texas; the justices of the Supreme Court; the mothers
who turn to abortion; and the children who are the
helpless, silent victims.
We as God’s children should be mourning this decision,
but we take comfort in the reality that God is watching
over us, the sojourners, and that He upholds the widow,
the fatherless, the elderly, the mother who is considering
abortion, the father who has been involved in an
abortion decision, and the aborted child.
So, once again, the princes and sons of man have failed
us and we turn to the Lord who reigns forever. We pray
for His forgiveness for this nation that has largely turned
its back on Him, and we continue to equip Lutherans to
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be Gospel-motivated voices For Life. May God have
mercy on us all and empower us to do His will.
- Pastor Bill Winter

News From the Airwaves You can find them on your dial ...
Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts
out of the following stations:
Station
WSAM
WFCX
WFDX

City, State
Saginaw
Traverse City
Traverse City

Freq/Band
1400 AM
94.3 FM
92.5 FM

Day, Time
Sun 8:30a
Sun 7am
Sun 7am

you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org

Don't forget to join us for
Fellowship Between Sunday
morning services
Hosts are needed! Please sign up
in the kitchen!

News From the Past -

Excerpt from July 2013 "News from the Pew"
written by Pamela L. Joles

Statistics that you may not know:
Did you know that only 18% of the population
attends Church in a given week?
85% of U.S. Churches are not growing - or are
dying.
More than 50 U.S. Churches close every week.
Only 2 in 10 young adults who had been active
churchgoers in high school are now in church
regularly
80% of the LCMS congregations reported 3 or
fewer adult confirmation in 2010.
These statistics are now 3 years old - do you think the
church has continued at this pace of decline? improved?
Do you think the future of LCMS and other denominations
is hopeful? in peril?
If you have the desire to stem the tide of decline, and feel
a calling to bring our youth back into the church, please
get involved in one of the many ministry opportunities
available.
Encourage our young families to bond
together and form a Young Families Group. Lets help our
future realize their importance and role in continuing the
work of the church by encouraging them to make church
a priority in their lives. Reach out and mentor.
Do not ask God to guide your footsteps if you
are
not
willing
to
move
your
feet.
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For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them (Matthew 18:20).
It's Lutheran Women's Missionary League district convention season! Across America women, men and
children are gathering together to worship, work on servants events, donate needed items for those in their
communities, vote on mission projects, and elect leaders to serve in district positions. In the early years of
LWML, those who embraced a vision of service to the Lord did many of these same things.
While the world has changed, along with methods of getting things done, the passion for the work of LWML
remains constant through "Mission Education, Mission Inspiration, Mission Service and Financial Grants for
Mission Needs."
Are you coming to the big reunion in 2017? This year as you enjoy the embrace of your LWML sisters in
Christ in your district, plan your trip to Albuquerque, New Mexico. It will be a wonderful time of reunion at
the Diamond Dazzle Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the LWML at the 37th Biennial Convention,
June 22-25, 2017. More information at www.lwml.org/75
Count me in — I'll see you there!

Edie Norris
75th Anniversary Committee Chairman
Women’s Missionary League

Lutheran
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St. John Lutheran Church
Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2016
Members present:

President: Bill Schmidt
Absent:
Vice President: Jeff Krentz
None
Secretary: Jane Radulski
Treasurer: Erma Stevens
Board of Christian Education: Glen Bromm
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism: Barbara McIntyre
Board of Stewardship: Jim French
Board of Social Welfare: Pamela Joles
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership: Pastor Winter
New Board Members Present: Jim Mueller and Paul Reda
Guests:
1 guest from the congregation
President Bill Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Pastor read a devotional based on 1 Timothy
and led us in prayer.
Pastor thanked Bill Schmidt & Pam Joles for their service to the Board of Directors and suggested that Jim
Mueller now be President and Paul Reda would take over Board of Social Welfare. The new Board of
Directors will be installed July 3rd at 9:30.
Meeting Minutes Minutes of the May meeting were read; a motion to accept the amended minutes was
made by Barb McIntyre and seconded by Jeff. Motion passed.
Treasurer's Report - The Treasurer's report was read; a motion was made by Marlin and seconded by Jeff
to accept the report. Motion passed.
Board Activity:
Board of Christian Education: Glen reported that a Prop Night was already finished for VBS, but one
more is necessary to complete the props. Centershot has a few weeks left before the end of the
season. The Outreach Team is planning a concert of Christian music by the group 2nd Mile on August
28. He made a motion (seconded by Pam) that the Board of Directors approves these plans (after he
researches insurance coverage for the event) and authorizes a $600 deposit from their budget. They
will receive a contract from the group to guarantee this deposit being refunded if 2nd Mile is unable to
perform. He will also contact local law enforcement concerning crowd control. Motion passed. Bill
will look into obtaining extra Porta-potties that could also be used for the church picnic.
Board of Evangelism: Barb mentioned several events currently being planned - a Strawberry Festival on
6/18, a Community Dinner on 7/13, a trip to a Loons baseball game on 7/24 (a sign-up sheet will be
posted), and the creation of a directory for businesses run by church members.
Board of Social Welfare: Pam thanked the Board of Directors for their help, and said that Monika will
be working with Paul.
Board of Trustees: Marlin reported that the large pews from the overflow area will be going to the
Houghton Lake Playhouse. Monika will be taking the 2 short ones. Total cost for 50 new chairs is
$2864.50, including shipping. The Ladies Aid is contributing $2500 towards the cost. Marlin got a
reduced cost for shipping and a dolly for moving the chairs. A motion was made by Glen, seconded by
Pam, to buy the 50 chairs at that price. Motion passed. They should arrive in 8-10 weeks.
Board of Elders: Zone 12 will be divided - Rick Joles will head 12.1 and Mike Michaelson 12.2. The new
directory will include members' ministry zones. Pastor reported that he will have four people for adult
confirmation on 6/26. He also stated that the church received a large memorial. Pastor has been in
contact with a financial advisor and the Board of Directors decided to see if the advisor would come
and talk to the board at the July meeting concerning the church's investments.
Old Business: Bill Schmidt talked about previous interest in putting up a building at the property. This was
started several years ago, with Dick Pedersen as committee chair. At that time there were issues with
perking. Bill felt that such a project would be good for the congregation so the Board of Directors will
find out what is involved in proceeding.
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New Business: Jane will not be able to attend the July meeting - Erma made a motion, seconded by Jeff,
that the Board of Directors permit Monika to substitute for her. Motion passed.
Adjournment: Jim made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Pam. Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm with
the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted:
Jane Radulski
Minutes are subject to approval at next meeting
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