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Do Miracles Still Happen Today?

When you read the Book of the Acts of the Apostles,
you find that the apostles performed various signs and
wonders. Pretty fascinating stuff! For example, people
3
brought out the sick and St. Peter healed them all. Do miracles like that still happen
3
today?
tba
A great question …. People are always interested in miracles. We love to hear if
there
are things that immediately, miraculously, change or confirm what is going on
Minutes:
at
the
moment. So, when the Word of God was preached or shared in the book of
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Acts,
there
were miraculous events that happened at the same time. But, it is
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important for us to understand the context of these miracles that took place.
News from ...
The context of what is going on in Acts is important, and I’ll get to that, but let's
LWML Prayer Guide
4 & 11
start with the most basic question … Do miracles still happen?
The Outreach Team
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The answer is, simply, of course they do. God can do whatever He desires to
The Pew
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bring us to faith in Him. The question is, then, is that the main way that God desires
The Womb
3
to work faith and salvation in our hearts? Biblically, the answer to that is no,
generally not. Remember the verse from 1 Corinthians 1:22, "Jews demand signs,
Pastor's MessageGreeks demand wisdom, we preach Christ Crucified....foolishness to the
1-2
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Greeks, and a stumbling block to the Jews, but to those of us who believe, it is
the power of God!" In this way, God works to bring the world to faith in exactly
Synod News
the opposite way the world seeks God and expects God to work.
Good News for Familes
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Whatever is going on in Acts, it isn't power for power's sake, that's what we
would
demand of God's things. Just think about how God generally works: God
Upcoming Events
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sends His Son, not to dominate like our heroes would, but to serve sinners and
rebels. Then God the Father allows His Son to be crucified on a cross, rather than
The Birthday/Anniversary &
send His legions of angels to defend and protect the most perfect Person who ever
The Events Calendars
lived. Then, God empowers a bunch of forgiven sinners to go and preach that
have been placed in mailboxes
Gospel to the whole world. So, God is doing things exactly the opposite way that
we would expect. That's vital, because it is for our own good, so that we can see
Church Contact Information
that it is all by God's grace. Even the miracles of the Bible tend to focus us away
Office: 989-366-5164
from the miraculous event to the message of the suffering servant Jesus Christ.
Fax: 989-366-4420
Why then do there seem to be more miracles associated with the proclamation
Mailing Address
of the Gospel in the Book of Acts? God seems to be doing the opposite of what
was just argued. At first glance, that appears to be the case, but let's take a closer
2882 W. Houghton Lake Dr
look at the context. Jesus Christ has risen again and located His message in the
Houghton Lake, MI 48629
public ministry of these Apostles. They are living testimonies to that message of
NEW Website
Jesus that by the power of the Holy Spirit He is bringing people to faith. When that
www.stjohnhl.com
message moves into a new place, among a new group of people, there are times
when there are miraculous signs and wonders that accompany that proclamation in
E-mail
order to drive home the fact that this isn't the apostles' words; these are the Words
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
of Jesus Christ even through them.
I do not believe that we should we expect that that would happen today with
our proclamation. This is where I believe the context of that first proclamation of
the Gospel through the Apostles might indeed differentiate itself from our context today. Remember, the book of Acts is
describing how the message of Jesus Christ moved out, by the power of the Holy Spirit through the preaching and
teaching of the Apostles. It didn't say that it had to go out the same way through us.
3

Vol.15.No.9

September 2015

Page |2

And, remember, too, what made that context of that time different than today. It was the fact that people didn't have
the New Testament in a written form yet. This was a time of apostolic letters and public teaching and preaching. I believe
the Holy Spirit undergirded their work in unique ways to help root that message and break down the ethnic encasement
of that message. But, the greatest miracles were not the healings or the speaking in tongues; the greatest miracles were
the Word of the Apostles that the Holy Spirit gathered into what we now call the New Testament! So, when we have, now,
the very words of Jesus brought to us through the Apostles, that should be the thing we yearn for, not signs and wonders.
With the Bible in our hands, we have the greatest miracle already. Whether other things come or not, they don't add or
detract from the Spirit-filled Word of Jesus that brings us to faith and everlasting life. With that in mind, let God do
whatever else He pleases. He certainly knows what's best for us and He gives us what we need for every day.
That’s the View from Here.

Pastor Bill Winter

News from the Pew . . . .
The article below was written by Answers in Genesis Founder Ken Ham

Taking Back the Rainbow
by Ken Ham on March 27, 2007; last featured August 22, 2015

These beautiful bows remind me of my parents' teaching of what the Bible says
about God's purpose in giving us the rainbow.
From my childhood days as a lad in Australia to my travels today as a speaker
with Answers in Genesis, I've seen scores - probably hundreds - of these amazing
multicolored arches. Whether seen from the back seat of the family station
wagon as it bounced down a dirt road in rural Queensland, or the window seat of a jetliner flying over a storm below,
these beautiful bows remind me of my parents' teaching of what the Bible says about God's purpose in giving us the
rainbow.
Twisted Truth
Rainbows have come to be identified as symbolic of three basic concepts:
1.
2.
3.

Promises - The Bible in Genesis 9 records God's promise to Noah that He would never again destroy all flesh with a
global flood.
Creation - Folklore and regional legends position the rainbow a bit differently. For example, Australian Aborigine
and American Indian legends link it to creation events, and the Chinese have a legend concerning the rainbow and
the creation of their first emperor Fohi.
Bridges - The rainbow has also been used to represent a bridge from earth (from humans) to a brighter, happier
place. For instance, Judy Garland's "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" represents connecting to a happier place. The
New Age religious movement also uses the rainbow as a bridge.

The rainbow has been used as a sign of a new era and a symbol of peace, love, and freedom. Sadly, the colors of the
rainbow are even used on a flag for the gay and lesbian movement.
A Biblical Covenant of Grace
However, the true meaning of the rainbow is revealed in Genesis 9:12-15:
This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is
with you, for perpetual generations: I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of
the covenant between Me and the earth. It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that
the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; and I will remember My covenant which is between
Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a
flood to destroy all flesh (NKJV).
First, the covenant of the rainbow is between God and man and the animal kinds that
were with Noah on the Ark: a promise that there would never be such an event
again that would destroy all flesh on the land. As there have been many local
floods since that time, this is obviously a promise there would never be another
global flood to destroy all flesh. (Continued on Page 5)
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Fall Youth Programs! Centershot

The next session of Centershot
Youth Archery Ministry will begin on
Monday, September 14, at 6:00pm. We will be using the
indoor range at Artesia Youth Park on Loxley Rd. The
program runs for 8 weeks and finishes the first Monday
in November.
The devotional study will be on
discipleship.
Contact Glen Bromm (989-329-5584) for additional
information or to register.

Kidz Church

Once again our Kidz
Church group will be
using
the
next
installment of Answers in
Genesis curriculum. This
continues where we left
off last May but prior attendance is NOT required.
The teachers are ready to go and looking forward to
spending this time with your children sharing the
Word and the love of Jesus Christ.

Adult Bible Classes Confirmation:
Fit for Life in Christ
Starting Monday, September
21, 7:00 p.m.
Coming Soon! A brand new edition
of Fit for Life in Christ. Are you
satisfied with your life? Do you
think you have enough of life? If someone offered you a
chance for a more abundant life would you turn it down? If
the answer to any of the above questions is “No!” then mark
your calendars now for the next Fit for Life in Christ class
starting Monday, September 21st at 7:00 p.m.
Fit for Life in Christ is a 10 wk. course that presents the
Word of God in exciting and meaningful ways. It is a course
for those who are interested in membership in our church, and
for members to deepen their relationship with Christ and help
to assimilate new members. Jesus said, “I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10 ESV)
Who would want to settle for anything less?
Fit for Life in Christ is professionally illustrated and
significantly improved from previous years. If you are a
member and have not taken the course recently, you owe it to
yourself and your life with God to register for this faithbuilding opportunity.
The class will meet at St. John Parish Hall each Monday
evening from 7 – 9 p.m. starting Monday, Sept. 21. You will
be provided with a “Fit for Life” manual, and Bibles will also
be provided. There are no tests or memory in this course, and
you don’t have to be able to find Habakkuk in 30 seconds or
less. To register, call Pastor Winter at 989-329-0164, or sign
the Fit for Life form on the sign up board at church.
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Sundays Group:
Christianity & The Competition

Beginning September 13, we will begin a
new DVD/ Discussion Study with Dr. Paul L.
Maier. "The world horizon is littered with competing
religions and philosophies. Which has it right? The bold
claims of Christianity or other religious rivals . . . We'll
look at Sacred sources (biblical documents that are
reliable and essentially unchanged over time) and secular
sources (evidence from geography, archaeology, ancient
history, etc.). Although Christianity is by far the largest
of the world religions, it is increasingly challenged today
by competing belief systems. In fact, the globe is littered
with every possible variety of religious and parareligious
spirituality. While ... this cannot hope to deal with them
all, we shall address the major religious systems in both
the east and the west ..." This study attempts to answer
the question: In our multicultural age, should we insist on
the TRUTH of Christianity?

Join us every Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
in the Luther Room

News From the Womb -

submitted by Pamela Joles, Board of Social Welfare

Taking a b reak these past

couple of months from our Right to Life
monthly meetings was an eye opener for me!
Believe me it was a much needed break but
my heart was always on the issues of
abortion! Satan is having a field day because
the worldview is that “abortion is a political issue,” “social
problem,” or a “woman’s right to choose.” The devil uses
language to disguise the true nature of abortion. Abortion is
dismembering tiny babies. Abortion is murder. And abortion
certainly isn’t the best way to help women; quite the
opposite.
And abortion certainly is anything but
compassionate. When we see abortion for what it is, the
brutal murder of a child and the heartless treatment of a
mother, we must talk about it, we must preach about it in our
churches and we must give these precious babies a voice!
Planned Parenthood has been in the news more than ever
recently, because they are selling post-abortion baby body
parts and have been caught on video! Let’s pray our
government will finally take notice and defund Planned
Parenthood. Abortion does more than destroy a human life, it
stops a story. Assisted suicide and euthanasia do more than
bring life to an end, it stops a story. These are stories that
God wants told, these are stories that will accomplish HIS
purpose and bring glory to HIS name.
A big thank you to our church family for your support in
donating diapers and wipes. “West Branch Caring Pregnancy
Center” was very thankful, and diapers were distributed
locally to “The Baby Pantry,” and “Riverhouse Shelter.”
You are formally invited to the Caring Pregnancy Center
th
2015 “Choose Life” fundraising Banquet September 30 ,
2015, in Roscommon being held at the Knights of Columbus
Hall (165 W. Federal Hwy). Seating begins at 6:30pm, Dinner
& Program 7:00-9:00pm. Featured speaker: Mark Blocher.
th
Contact CPC by September 7 to reserve your dinner. Please
contact Pamela Joles for more information.
Join us the fourth Tuesday Each Month as we discuss all
issues that affect everyone's Right To Life
7:00pm in the Parish Hall
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Group News From . . .
Your Outreach Team
A meeting was held on Weds, August
5 at 7:00pm. Members discussed the
upcoming Family Fun Fest and those
items that still need to be completed.
As always, volunteers will be needed to make this year's
event a success. Currently the OT are looking for help in the
following areas:
 Friday morning Set Up (Sept. 25)
 Saturday tear down about 4:00pm (Sept. 26)
 Registration
 Activities
Also discussed were the new sign out at the Garden; an
upcoming Community Dinner to be held in the Parish Hall on
Nov. 4; and the possibility of holding Christian Music Concerts
featuring locally known talent next summer.
The next Outreach meeting will be Weds, Sept. 2 at 7:00pm.
Image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_5aEKVTc-P-4/TSjANaMshyI/AAAAAAAAJb8/aGNDds2quI/s1600/Outreach+Ministries.jpg

Ladies Aid / LWML
submitted by Sylvia Tumath

The Ladies Aid / LWML society is
collecting school supplies to be sent to
Lutheran World Relief. The following
list of supplies are needed for each kit:
 4 -70 sheet 8" x 10½" notebooks (wide or college
ruled). No loose-leaf paper
 1-30 cm ruler or ruler with cm on one side
 1-pencil sharpener
 1-pair blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded
steel blades work well)
 5-unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
 5-black or blue ballpoint pens (No Gel Ink)
 1 box - 16 or 24 crayons
 1-2½" eraser
All items must be new and in good condition. There will be a
container under the coat rack for your supply donations.
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Coming Attractions....
Save the Date....
Upcoming Dates to Remember
(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Sept 02 - Outreach Team Meeting
Sept 03 - LWML/Ladies Aid Lunch & Meeting
Board of Elders
Sept 05 - FINAL Garden Service for 2015
Sept 07 - Labor Day - Church Office Closed
Sept 09 - Board of Directors
Sept 10 - Jr. Confirmation Starts
"
Ladies Bible Study Night
Sept 13 - Worship Schedule Change
"
Fall Bible Studies & Kidz Church
Sept 14 - Centershot Begins
Sept 21 - The New Fit for Life in Christ
Sept 24 - Thursday's Group - Adult Bible Study
Sept 24 - Ladies Bible Study Night
Sept 25 - Southworth Wedding Rehearsal
Sept 26 - Southworth Wedding
"
Family Fun Fest 3

Don't forget to join us for Fellowship after
Sunday morning services!
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed for September
Please sign up in the Kitchen

St. John Annual Church Picnic
Remembering Those Who
Serve....
Please pray for:
SSgt Chris Bromm
Darcy Mooney - Reserves
(Barbara Sny's Daughter)

Will Mooney
Matthew Petersen
Justin Stensrud - Air
Force

The sun shone brightly and the people gathered bringing
goodies to share and smiles a plenty. Pastor continued the
traditional pouring of a bountiful hops harvest and we
made a valiant attempt to polish off the contribution from
Sam Adams.
Although we were light in participation of our younger
members, the annual Critter Crawl took place with many
willing adults playing the parts normally reserved for those
14 and under. A job well done judging by the amount of
laughter that echoed off the surrounding trees.
As always the food was outstanding. Rick Radulski took
many photos which are being assembled into a photo
album which will be available on our website.
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Found between the
garden
rows....

God is holy and pure - completely without sin. A holy
God has to judge sin, but in His judgment, He also
shows infinite mercy. When God judged sin with death
in Genesis 3:19, He also promised a Savior (Genesis
3:15). God Himself, in the person of the second
member of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ, stepped
into history, fully human and fully God, to be a man so
He could pay the penalty for our sin. Through the
shedding of His blood, He offers the free gift of
salvation to all who will believe.

Planted 4 rows of Lettuce:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Lettuce be Faithful
Lettuce be Kind
Lettuce be Patient
Lettuce really Love One Another

and no garden is without Turnips:
1.
2.
3.

The Bible reveals to us that the rainbow is a symbol of
Christ in Ezekial 1:26-28. In Revelation 4:2-3, John saw
Christ clothed with a cloud and a rainbow on His head.

Turnip for Meetings
Turnip for Service
Turnip for Helping One Another

and to conclude, our gardens must have Thyme:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Thyme for God
Thyme for Each Other
Thyme for Family
Thyme for Friends
Remember to water freely with Patience and
cultivate with Love. There is fruit in the
garden because we reap what we sow!

News from the Pew cont'd . . .
Taking Back the Rainbow
(continued from Page 2)

The Bible states clearly that there will be a future, global
judgment, but next time by fire, not water (2.Peter 3:10).
Some commentators even suggest that the watery
colors of the rainbow (the blue end of the spectrum)
remind us of the destruction by water, and the fiery
colors (the red end of the spectrum) of the coming
destruction by fire.
Secondly, the rainbow is a covenant of grace.
actually a symbol of Christ Himself.
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It is

When the secular world hears the account of Noah's
global Flood, they often accuse God of being an ogre
for bringing this terrible judgment on people. However,
the God of the Bible is a God of infinite mercy and
grace.
God told Noah to build an Ark to save representative
land animal kinds and Noah's family. However, this Ark
was much larger than needed for just these animals and
this family. Just as Noah and his family had to go
through the door to be saved, so others could have
gone through that door to be saved. In fact, after the
Ark was loaded, it stood for seven more days before
God Himself shut the door - seven more days of grace.
And I have no doubt that Noah preached from the
doorway, imploring people to come in and be saved.
Noah's Ark is actually a picture of salvation in Christ, as
He is the door through which we need to go to be
saved for eternity (John 10:9).
All need to be reminded that we sinned in Adam - we
committed high treason against the God of creation.

As Bible scholar John Gill states concerning the rainbow,
"as it has in it a variety of beautiful colors, it may
represent Christ, who is full of grace and truth, and
fairer than the children of men; and may be considered
as a symbol of peace and reconciliation by him, whom
God looks unto, and remembers the covenant of his
grace he has made with him and his chosen ones in
him; and who is the rainbow round about the throne of
God, and the way of access unto it."
A Reminder for All of Us
So the next time you see a rainbow, remember that God
judges sin. He judged with a global flood at the time of
Noah. But He is merciful, and He made a covenant of
grace with Noah and the animals that He would never
again judge with a worldwide Flood. Not only that, but
the rainbow, as a symbol of Christ, reminds us that He is
the mediator between man and God and that those
who receive the free gift of salvation are presented
faultless before their Creator.
God declares those redeemed who have trusted in
Christ. They are clothed in the righteousness of His
Son. For the redeemed, the wrath of God toward sin
was satisfied on the Cross - paid in full by the shed
blood of His sinless Son.
And as John Gill puts it, "though it is a bow, yet without
arrows, and is not turned downwards towards the earth,
but upwards towards heaven, and so is a token of
mercy and kindness, and not of wrath and anger."
I'm so thankful for a mum and dad who used what
opportunities they had to instill in my siblings and me
the truths of Scripture. Yes, we need to take the
meaning of the rainbow back, and use it to tell the
world of the mercy and kindness of our Creator and
Savior, just like my mum and dad told me.
You can find them on your dial ...
Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts
out of the following stations:
Station
City, State
Freq/Band
Day, Time
WSAM
Saginaw
1400 AM
Sun 8:30a
WFCX
Traverse City
94.3 FM
Sun 7am
WFDX
Traverse City
92.5 FM
Sun 7am
you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org
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Every parent has seen it.
You know the situation.
You're sitting at the park and your child is playing
nicely, exploring, showing some healthy curiosity . . . until
that curiosity reaches out its cute little chubby hand and
pops something inedible right into its tiny mouth.
Have you ever seen a parent move faster or yell louder
than when they see their child try to ingeest something
that isn't meant for human consumption? "Spit that out!
No! That's icky!" Some moms & dads have even been
known to dig the offending item right out of the little
mouth before it really causes some trouble.
Yes. Every parent has been there.
For good reason, parents care about what goes into
their child. And it's not just the play dough, stale dog
treats, and nasty-old-piece-of-food-on-the-sidewalk that
are the problems - it's also the media, culture, GMOs,
and any other number of harmful things that can be
taken in. But are parents just as concerned about the
bigger problem, the what-comes-out-of-my-child'sheart problem?
It was a similar situation for those in Jesus' day.
In Mark 7:14-23, the people were concerned about not
eating food that would defile them according to Jewish
tradition. But what they weren't up in arms about were
those things that actually could defile them.
And [Jesus] said to them ... "Do you not see that
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot
defile him, since it enters not his heart but his
stomach, and is expelled?" ... And He said, "What
comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from
within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts,
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting,
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things come from within,
and they defile a person." (Mark 7:18-23)
It's our own sin. That's the real problem. Those things
that parents want to keep out, keep away from their
child, those things only help to tempt and entice that
which is already in us. We so often get more wrapped
up in what hurts our children in the physical sense rather
than our original sin, for which the only cure is the
Gospel.
Thankfully, they are getting that cure. Every week, in
the Divine Service, all of us are spitting it out. Our Lord
gives us the words to say to confess our sins, to get
them out, to recognize that our problem isn't just "out
there" but it's "in here." We confess and God forgives us,
removes the sin, takes it far away from us. We may
reach for a taste of that dirty old coin laying in the
parking lot again and again, but our Lord will keep
digging it out of our mouths and reminding us, like a
parent to a child, what we should eat instead. And then
He plunks it right down on the altar before us every
Sunday.
As caregivers, we'll still yell "spit that out!" from time to
time and turn off the television when there's something
harmful to see or hear. But we also keep bringing our
children to church, to the place where our Lord will make
sure that they spit out those sins and hand them over.
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Not only that, but we bring them to our Lord's house
becuase there they will see, hear, taste, touch, and hold
something better, something good, something they'll
never have to spit out: our Lord's Word.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Don't Forget!!!!
It seems like time just flies
by and before I know it
another month has passed and
it's time to put together the Newsletter! So we
don't miss any important dates coming up this fall,
or during the very busy upcoming Holidays (yes they're just around the corner), I thought I'd make
mention of the September deadline for the October
Edition of the Eagle.
Any news items, articles or tidbits that you would
like included in that edition should be submitted to
the Church Office by September 22nd.
If you aren't comfortable writing an article, but
have something newsy you'd like to share with the
congregation - please let the church office know
and I will be glad to put something together for
you. It's the ideas, thoughts to ponder or share
that are needed.
So don't be shy - and toot your own horn a little,
or those of your family.

And that's all the latest this month over
the fence and from your
neighbors
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St. John Lutheran Church
Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2015
Members present:

President: Bill Schmidt
Vice President: Jeff Krentz
Treasurer: Erma Stevens
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach
Board of Christian Education: Glen Bromm
Board of Evangelism: Barbara McIntyre
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull
Board of Stewardship: Jim French

Absent:
Secretary: Jane Radulski
Social Welfare: Pam Joles

Prior to calling the meeting to order a motion was made by Glen Bromm to allow Monika Pfannes to record the
meeting minutes in lieu of Jane Radulski who is absent. Second by Jim French. Motion carried.
Bill Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.
Pastor Winter gave a reading from Mark, a commentary, and a prayer.
Bill Schmidt mentioned Glen Bromm will be assuming leadership of Centershot due to Fred Kleinert's recent health
issues.
Motion was made by Erma Stevens to approve the minutes of the July meeting as corrected. Jim French seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
Motion was made to approve the Treasurer's report for July by Glen Bromm. Barb McIntyre seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Board Reports:
Board of Christian Education: Kidz Church/Sunday School materials have been ordered and received for the
upcoming year. Instructors have been lined up for all grades. Glen Bromm will be teaching a teen group in
addition to the two existing classes.
Centershot - Big ticket contact list is still coming. This will be used along with lists of prior participants as
contact list for upcoming program which starts Sept. 14. They will be meeting out at Artesia Youth Park on
Monday nights at 6:00 immediately following the school's archery program. Working to having those
students stay for Centershot. Current insurance coverage will expire in Feb. 2016 at which time we will have
to secure our own coverage. Marlin Shull will check with church's agent regarding coverage.
Vacation Bible School received a thank you from Northern Michigan Children's Assessment Center.
Board of Evangelism: Church Growth Team met in July with a good turnout and good brainstorming session
which generated a lot of ideas. They will now start sifting through those. People who attended the meeting
included several elders and congregation members. A second meeting will take place this coming week,
Weds., August 19.
Family Fun Fest - preparations and plans well underway.
Community Dinner - Outreach Team has gotten $250 from Thrivent to help pay for a community dinner
which they would like to hold on Nov. 4, and then bi-monthly after that. They would like to hold a devotion
during the meal and hope to reach out to the unchurched in the community. They will be promoting in the
Resorter and the City Council is also willing to help advertise. Also would like it displayed on the church
sign and in the bulletin. They will be asking for a Free Will Offering. Erma Stevens mentioned that all funds
must go through the church books and a new fund will be created tentatively named "Community Dinner
Fund."
Back to Church Sunday - September 20. Postcards have been obtained and will be sent to all non-attending
members and prior Family Fun Fest attendees. They will be mailed out after Labor Day. Would like to have
event mentioned in September 6 and 13 bulletins, as well as advertised on the Church Sign and in the
Resorter.
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Board of Trustees: Marlin reported that the landscaping is being taken care of, the stumps out at the Garden
have been ground up and are being taken care of.
They are addressing the stain in the carpet just outside the Ladies Restroom. Jeff Krentz will be assisting with
this.
They will also look into the possibility of some type of improved walk up to the Pavilion at the Garden.
Board of Social Welfare: Pastor reported on behalf of Pam Joles that the diapers from the Lutherans for Life
Diaper Drive have been delivered and West Branch Caring Pregnancy Center will be picking up the balance
left.
Pastor reported that his Junior Confirmation Class will begin on September 10, and will be held Thursday afternoons
from 4:00-5:30pm. Currently 3 students, possibly a few more.
Monika Pfannes then reported that a new printer has been purchased to replace the HP that self-distructed. The new
printer is commercial grade and the toner cartridges are actually cheaper with a larger output. It was decided to
purchase rather than lease the machine as the same warranty applied either way and purchasing resulted in a $1000
savings to the congregation.
Jeff Krentz mentioned TOPS members were unhappy that the Ladies Bible Study was arriving early while their
meeting was still in progress. Monika explained that TOPS had shifted their meeting time 30 mins, instead of 4:005:30, now 4:30-6:00. General discussion followed with Jeff indicating he would address the issue and the Ladies
Bible Study which is a church sponsored group can continue to meet at 6:00. TOPS would be asked to wrap up
early the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month.
There being no other matters to bring before the BOD, a motion for adjournment was made and approved. The
Board closed with the Lord's Prayer at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted:
Monika Pfannes
sub for Jane Radulski
Minutes are subject to approval at next meeting
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