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The View from Here 
 

Why Should I Pay Attention to the Bible? 

The Bible is a very old book. With all the reading 

material now available, why should one pay attention to 

the Bible?  

First of all, it's not an ordinary book. In fact, the Bible is inspired by God. The 

apostle Paul said, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness" (2 

Timothy 3:16 ESV).  The Apostle Peter, who witnessed Jesus' life on earth, His 

miracles, His death, resurrection, and ascension; listen to what he said about the 

Bible. He writes, "Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 

came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its 

origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 

the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:20-21 NIV). 

It's an amazing book. The history of the Bible, the unity of the Bible, the 

documented evidence for the Bible that's so unique; also the verifiable prophecies 

that have been fulfilled in the Scriptures. They all reinforce that this is God's Word; 

this is His miraculous revelation to us … something to which we must pay attention. 

Paying attention to God's Word, the Bible, isn't a chore. It's actually a delightful 

blessing. God's Word offers more than anything else the world can offer. Test Him on 

that. Consider Psalm 119 where it describes the pursuit of God's Word well. It says, 

"How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth" 

(Psalms 119:103 ESV). The Bible is God's gift to us. And looking just two verses later, 

the writer says to God, "Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 

path" (Psalms 119:105 ESV). 

As we consider the significance of the Bible, a compelling reason to pay attention 

to it is because it brings us the absolute truth. In a world of relativism, rumors, and 

deception, and passing fads, the Bible gives us the trustworthy, solid, enduring, 

absolute truth of God for our lives. It shows us our sin without pulling any punches. It 

also shows us our salvation through Jesus Christ, without offering any deception 

concerning our flawed human condition. It also gives us the remedy for that trouble. 

Think about it: A gracious God who came down to us to save us and make us His 

own. The truth of the Bible shows us this path of life that leads to heaven. That's the 

primary purpose of the Bible.  The Bible is not simply an ordinary book with advice 

for life. We hear in Hebrews, chapter four: "The word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of 

joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart" 

(Hebrews 4:12 ESV). That tells us that God's Word does something ... it’s active in our 

lives. It affects change and transformation. It gets into your life, renews your heart 

with the love of God and the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

Compare it to Vitamin Water. You're not just drinking water; you're getting some 

vitamins that help your health and well-being. When you hear or read the Bible, 

you're not just connected with a book or a story; you're receiving the Spirit of God and a message that saves and 

sanctifies. It’s just as we read in Romans, chapter 10, "So then, faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard 

comes through the word of Christ!" 
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That's why it's worth paying attention to. God sends His Word to accomplish His purpose in our lives, the most 

important of which is faith in Him! Another blessing that the Bible brings to our lives is clarity. It instructs us in right and 

wrong. It teaches us to be men and women of God, people who live with integrity, people who can bless others. The Bible 

also teaches self-sacrifice. It lifts up care and concern for others. It leads us out of our own egocentric existence and it 

does so by giving us God's wisdom. 

If you haven't read the Bible all that much, I would encourage every one of you to try reading the Bible regularly. Read 

a little bit every day and see what happens. A good place to start is the Gospel of John. If you want to gain an 

understanding of the whole Bible and you're just starting out, I would encourage you to find a simple children's Bible and 

read through the whole thing. You can even do that with your family. Once you see the summary, start reading the details. 

I know you will be blessed. 

Even though the Bible is a very old book, it is a unique book. It gives us God's wisdom but it also shows us our Savior 

and through that the Holy Spirit works to create and sustain faith. Right now! 

 

That’s the View from Here.  

 
Pastor Bill Winter 
 

 

 News from the Pew . . . . 
 

A Very Special Day for Our Congregation! 
After several months of planning and scheming the 75th Anniversary Celebration for 

our congregation has come and gone!  Most of you have probably read the 

wonderful write up that was in the Houghton Lake Resorter on July 23, 2015, so 

space will not be wasted on additional words.  Instead, we bring you photos of that 

special afternoon, compliments of Rick Radulski Photography.  May you enjoy!  And 

if you have not had a chance to write a note in Pastor's 40th Memory Book (in the 

Parish Hall), please do so. 

The first part . . . ST. JOHN 

CELEBRATES 75 YEARS! 
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When we finished 

celebrating the church, 

we added another 

celebration - 

for Pastor Winter and 

for Judy . . . 

Oh No! 
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And then we ate . . .  

The meal was catered by 

Fred's of Roscommon 

and the picture cakes 

were made by Meijer - 

Midland. 

Thrivent Funds paid for 

the meal - Thank You! 
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Coming Back This Fall -  
News from the Womb 

Centershot 

Kidz Church 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Adult Bible Study -  
Sundays Group is continuing with....   

God Connects – A Course in Christianity 
God Connects - a video 

series explaining the 

Christian Faith in a way that 

makes it easy to invite a 

friend, family member, or church visitor. Plain language 

and helpful illustrations present God’s work of salvation 

in a concise manner. This series is ideal for those with 

questions of sin, judgment, redemption, Jesus, the 

believer’s life, and more. God Connects—an excellent 

resource fo amplifying and sharing key concepts of the 

Christian faith. Who has God put in your life that needs 

to hear His message? 

We hold our classes each Sunday morning at 11 a.m. in 

the Luther Rooms. Please join us! 

Lesson 8 Baptism 

Lesson 9 Confession and Absolution 

Lesson 10 Communion 

Lesson 11 The End of Time 

Lesson 12 The Christian Life 

Join us every Sunday morning at 11 a.m. 

in the Luther Room  
 

 

Remembering Those Who 

Serve....   

Please pray for:  
SSgt Chris Bromm 

Darcy Mooney - Reserves 
          (Barbara Sny's Daughter) 

Will Mooney 

Matthew Petersen 

Justin Stensrud - Air 

Force 

 

 

Coming Attractions....   
Save the Date.... 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Aug 05 - Outreach Team Meeting 

Aug 06 - Board of Elders 

Aug 12 - Board of Directors 

Aug 13 - Ladies Bible Study Night 

Aug 16 - CHURCH PICNIC at the Garden 

Aug 19 - Church Growth Team Meeting 

Aug 21 - Newsletter Cut-off Date 

Aug 27 - Ladies Bible Study Night 

 

Don't forget to join us for Fellowship after 
Sunday morning services! 

Your Coffee Hour Hosts This Month: 

Aug 2  - Esther "Vi" Gonzalez 

Aug 9  - Elsa Hatt 

Aug 16 -  LWML 

Aug 23 -  still available 

Aug 30 -  still available 
 

 

 

 
 
The Work of God 

August 2015     
Work. 

Noun: activity involving mental or physical effort done 
in order to achieve a purpose or result. 

We're all pretty well-acquainted with work.  It often 
feels as though it's never ending.  We are constantly 
doing, rarely taking a break.  Sometimes we're tricked 
into feeling as though we're finally making headway on 
that to-do list, only to add another five items for each 
item crossed off the list.  Are you exhausted just thinking 
about it? 

Our work is almost always for a good cause, though, so 
we keep at it.  We keep up that "mental or physical 
effort" to get to the glorious "purpose or result."  And 
what is that purpose or result? 

Perhaps you think it's important to have a roof over 
your head, food on your table, an education for your 
children, and maybe a little extra to get some quality 
time with the family in before the workweek starts over 
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again.  It's also possible that we work for other reasons - 
that sense of fulfillment, the desire to do something, or 
even just to help others.  But not matter how you look at 
it, work is work. 

And then there's God's work.  In order to be good 
Christians, we need to do something, right? Ugh.  
Another item on the to-do list.  More work. 

Until our Lord chimes in, flips and reverses it, and gives 
us all a good reason to take a deep breath. 

Then [the crowd] said to Him, "What must we do, 
to be doing the works of God?" Jesus answered 
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent." (John 6:28-29) 

Believe. 
Verb: to trust, have faith in, put confidence in. 
It sounds like a trick, but it's not.  Our Lord goes easy 

on us, gives us a break, gives us that promised rest, 
changes the game.  Instead of giving us another to-do, 
He says that in order to do His work - the most 
important work - we are only to believe.  To have faith.  
And He even gives us the faith that we need for this task.  
It's as if we went into the office and instead of handing 
us a memo with yet another assignment on it, our 
supervisor lets us know that the only work we need to do 
is receive a gift from the boss-man himself. 

And just when we feel like that hardly counts as "work," 
our Lord takes it another step further. 

Eating. 
Verb: to consume, partake of. 
To God, no work is ever complete without a meal to 

seal the deal.  In addition to the "work" of believing in 
Him, He also mentions in John 6 that the work of God 
includes eating the food that comes from His hand.  The 
bread of life, to be exact.  The manna.  Christ Himself.  
That's right - doing the work of God even includes 
enjoying the Lord's Supper.  Not exactly what we would 
consider "work," right? 

So while it is good and well that, through our 
vocations, we may put forth that effort to achieve what 
we want and need in this life, our Lord has us covered 
when it comes to His work.  We can cross it off of our to-
do list, put it on the to-done list, and be certain that the 
work of God is accomplished through us, by Him, no 
exhaustion included.  And with the crowd in John 6, we 
gladly say, "Sir, give us this [work] always." 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

 

Found between the pages....   

Life in Perspective 

One day a father of a very wealthy family took his son 

on a trip to the country with the firm purpose of showing 

his son how poor people live.  They spent a couple of 

days and nights on the farm of what would be 

considered a very poor family. 

On their return from their trip, the father asked his son, 

"How was the trip?" 

"It was great, Dad." 

"Did you see how poor 

people live?" the father 

asked. 

"Oh Yeah" said the son. 

"So what did you learn 

from the trip?" asked the 

father. 

The son answered, "I saw that we have one dog and 

they had four.  We have a pool that reaches to the 

middle of our garden and they have a creek that has no 

end.  We have imported lanterns in our garden and they 

have the stars at night. 

Our patio reaches to the front yard and they have the 

whole horizon.  We have a small piece of land to live on 

and they have fields that go beyond our sight. 

We have servants who serve us, but they serve others.  

We buy our food, but they grow theirs. 

We have walls around our property to protect us, they 

have friends to protect them. 

With this the boy's father was speechless. 

Then the son added, "Thanks, Dad, for showing me 

how poor we are." 

Too many times we forget what was have and 

concentrate on what we don't have.  What is one 

person's worthless object is another's prize possession.  

It is all based on one's perspective.  Makes you wonder 

what would happen if we all gave thanks for all the 

bounty we have instead of worrying about wanting 

more.  Take joy and appreciate every single thing you 

have, especially your friends. 

 

 

Happiness is not having what you want, 

It's wanting what you have. 

 

You can find them on your dial ... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries 

If you'd like to listen, LHM  

broadcasts out of the following stations: 

 

Station City, State Freq/Band Day, Time 

WFDX Boyne City 100.5 FM Sun 7am 

WSAM Saginaw 1400 AM Sun 8:30a 

WFCX Traverse City 94.3 FM Sun 7am 

WFDX Traverse City 92.5 FM Sun 7am 

you can also listen online at: 

www.lutheranhour.org 
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WE'VE LAUNCHED!!  The Church's new website is 
officially online!  You may have heard 
that our previous website hosts, 
Lutherans Online, will no longer be 
providing that service to LCMS Churches.  
We have built a new website through 
Unite 360, a Concordia Technology 

Solutions supported organization.  We invite all members 
to visit the new site and give feedback to the Church Office 
regarding what you like, don't like, and any additions you'd 
like to see in the future.   
   Some of the items you are now able to view include the 
Newsletter(s), Weekly News & Notes, Event Calendar, as 
well as worship times, Pastor's View From Here, and 
weekly sermons.  The more people who visit the site, the 
quicker our new web address will "pop up" when people 
search for a local Lutheran Church or St. John specifically.  
It is our sincere hope to reach out to this next generation 
of technology-driven families and get them excited about 
what we offer here at St. John. 

Fire up your computer and visit: www.stjohnhl.com 

 

 
 
     Northern Michigan Children's Assessment Center 

 

 

St. John Annual Church Picnic 

Coming August 16, 2015  
Are you ready to toss those balloons?  Watch the annual 
Critter Crawl?  Enjoy some great food - loads of laughter - 
and fresh air to boot?  Then plan on joining your fellow St. 
John members on Sunday, August 16

th
 beginning at 3:00pm 

for our annual Church Picnic.   If you've never attended this 
fun-filled day, stop waiting for next year and come on out! 
It's absolutely FREE!  Bring a dish to pass, your own place 
setting, a chair and come spend an afternoon at The Garden 
(3880 Reserve Road).  Hot Dogs, Brats, and drinks will be 
provided. 

 

 

Are you a 

budding 

Beethoven?. . . 

Interlochen Center for 
the Arts is holding their 
Annual Piano Sale on 
August 21 & 22.  This is an 
opportunity for the General Public to purchase gently 
used pianos, from a small studio practice model to a 
Grand Piano. 
  Friday, August 21, you can go up and view the 
offered pianos (by appointment only, call 231-668-
9787), try one out and then bring it home.  Saturday, 
August 22, from 10am - 5pm the sale is open to the 
public, no appointment necessary. 
  So, if you have always dreamed of owning a piano, 
have a child or grandchild just starting their musical 
journey, or need to replace that well-loved but worn 
piano in your own home, consider taking a trip up to 
beautiful Interlochen.   

 

Don't Forget!!!! 
It seems like time just flies 
by and before I know it 

another month has passed 

and it's time to put 

together the Newsletter!  

So we don't miss any 

important dates coming up 
this fall, I thought I'd make 

mention of the August 

deadline for the September Edition of the Eagle. 

  Any news items, articles or tidbits that you would 

like included in the September edition should be 
submitted to the Church Office by August 21st. 

  If you aren't comfortable writing an article, but 

have something newsy you'd like to share with the 

congregation - please let the church office know 

and I will be glad to put something together for 

you.  It's the ideas, thoughts to ponder or share 
that are needed. 

  So don't be shy - and toot your own horn a little, 

or those of your family.   

 

 

 

 

And that's all the latest this month over 
the fence and from your 
neighbors 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries                2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2  

David Czada 
Mary Stark 

Jerry & Carol Andrews 
                  - 57 yrs 

3 4  

Bonnie LaLone 

Dick & Emily Pedersen 
                  - 43 yrs 

5  

Garrett Joles 
Jerry Mason 

Eric & Kristen Hamp 
                  - 15 yrs  
Dave & Chris Lauria 
                  - 37 yrs 

6  

 

 

7  

MJ Hartman 
Walter Ripple - 91 yrs 

Gerry & Judy Rzepka 
                  - 44 yrs 

8  

Sharon Bohland 
 

9  

Jeffrey Krentz 
 

10  

Ken & Mary Vest 
                  - 41 yrs 

11  

Katherine Kauffman 
Charlotte Reynolds 
 

12  

Laura Johnson 

Dan & Christine  
        Pontillo - 43 yrs 
Erich & Mary Stark 
                  - 54 yrs 

13  

Madison Hamina - 11 
 

14 15  

Pat King 
James Mueller 
Bob Tarvis 

Jim & Anita Johnson 
                  - 51 yrs 

16  

Rev. Dick Rossow 
 

17  

Nolan Akin - 15 
Sandy Akin 
Jim Stender 

18  

Paul Blasius 
 

19  

Glen Bromm 
Arden & Carol Mead 
                  - 48 yrs 

20  

Don & Jo Wolf 
                  - 60 yrs 

21  

Fred Kleinert 
David & Sherry 
      Hanovich - 33 yrs 

22  

Don Lingenfelter 
John Prosch 

23  

Lois Moran - 89 yrs 
 

24  

Tom King 

Bob & Mary Collison 
                  - 47 yrs 

25  

Carol Andrews 
 

26 27  

Chuck & Dorothy 
       Lowery - 60 yrs 

28  

Marlene Lippard 
 

29 

30  

Joy Gordon 
Ron Schindehette 
 

31  

Brigitte Doehring 
Savannah Mueller 
Mary Vest 

Jim & Lana French 
                  - 52 yrs 
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Events & Happenings                         2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

10:00 - AA 

7:15 - Blended at 
   The Garden  

2            Life Together 
8:00 - Blended Service  
9:30 - Divine Srv  w/Communion 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study  

3 4 

10:00 - AA 
5 

9:00 - Trustees 
 
7:00 Outreach 
         Team Meeting 

6 
4:30 - TOPS 

 
6:00 Praise Team 
7:00 - Elders 

7 8 

10:00 - AA 

7:00 Blended with 
        Communion  

9         Retooled 

8:00 - Blended with Communion  
9:30 - Divine Service 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

10 11 

10:00 - AA 
12 

9:00 - Trustees 
7:00 - Board Mtg 
 

13   
 

4:30 - TOPS 

6:00 - Ladies Bible 

                 Study 

14 15 

10:00 - AA 

7:15 - Blended at 
The Garden 

16        Nowhere to Go 
8:00 - Blended Service  
9:30 - Divine Srv  w/Communion 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

ANNUAL CHURCH 

PICNIC 

17 18 

10:00 - AA 
19 

9:00 - Trustees 
 
7:00 - Church 
Growth Team Mtg. 
Everyone Welcome! 

20 
 

4:30 - TOPS 

6:00 - Praise Team 

21 22 

10:00 - AA 

7:00 Blended with 
        Communion 

23    Will Jesus Find Faith? 
8:00 - Blended with Communion  
9:30 - Divine Service 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

24 25 

10:00 - AA 
26 

9:00 - Trustees 
 

 

27 
 
 
 

4:30 - TOPS 

6:00 - Ladies Bible 

                 Study 

28 29 

10:00 - AA 

7:15 - Blended at 
          The Garden 

30    A Labor of Love 
8:00 - Blended Service  
9:30 - Divine Srv  w/Communion 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

31      

 


