
V o l . 1 5 . N o . 4            A p r i l  2 0 1 5        P a g e  | 1 

    The Eagle 
   

   St. John Lutheran Church  
    Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629        

 

 

 

 
   The View from Here 
 

  Both A Saint And Sinner? 
How can one be both a saint and a sinner?  

There's a Latin theological phrase "simul justus et 
peccator" which means "simultaneously 100% 
righteous and 100% sinner." The phrase was an expression used during the 
Reformation as Martin Luther brought this to clarity. It reflects more the 
Bible's teaching about grace; opposing the popular teaching of the day that 
baptism, while it washed away original sin, you had to deal with the sins that 
followed, as if we were blank slates, and we merely had an inclination to 
sin. 

I know, this sounds pretty theological, so I should unpack this a little bit 
more ... 

The bottom line is that this is a comforting teaching that helps explain why 
we struggle at times to follow our Lord and Savior Jesus while at the same 
time confessing faith in Him. You know how it goes: you're thankful for the 
gift of eternal life through the death and resurrection of Jesus; you confess 
faith in Him; you serve Him with both words and actions; but you still find 
yourself failing and falling short in your life. It's a tension that can be 
confusing, even frustrating. This teaching of being both completely forgiven 
and holy in the sight of God because of Jesus Christ, and also being a 
fallen sinner at the same time helps explain the tension we feel in our 
current reality. 

If you struggle in that tension, you're not losing it or crazy … on the 
contrary!  This is a clear Biblical teaching. Just think about the Apostle 
Paul's words in Romans, chapter 7. Even about himself, Paul said: "I don't 
understand my own actions. I don't do what I want, but the very thing I 
hate, I do. Now if I don't do what I want, I agree with the law, that it is 
good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin which lives within me. 
For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh." Then he 
says this, "For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability 
to carry it out" (Romans 7:15-20 ESV). You can hear the struggle that's 
going on within him. Then he said, "Wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death?" And then here it comes, "Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" (Romans 7:24-25 ESV) 

We hear the struggle. Paul is lamenting his sinful flesh while at the same 
time he thanks God for the redemption he's received through Jesus Christ. 
That's an important and clarifying truth for followers of Jesus. First, it takes 
away the false and dangerous notion that our sin will result in our 
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Church Contact Information 

Office:  989-366-5164 
Fax:  989-366-4420 

Mailing Address 

2882 W. Houghton Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 48629 

Website 
www.lutheransonline.com/ 
stjohnhoughtonlakemich 

E-mail 
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 

We, the congregation of St. John Lutheran Church - Houghton Lake, are a mission oriented, Bible based, confessional 
Christian denomination founded upon the Word of God and the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther, with the intent of 
introducing and winning souls to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  May God bless our mission here. 
"31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 

shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. - Isaiah 40:31 
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condemnation. People worry if they will slip up and fail God--sometimes very seriously and grievously--that 
God will cast them out forever and never forgive them. It's not true. For every sin and failure we have a faithful 
Savior and Redeemer. Any person who laments his or her brokenness and sin, can say with Paul, by God's 
grace and because of His love, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" 

This is why Jesus came.  This is why He was born. St. Paul later says that nothing can separate us from the 
love of God that is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord. Though we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. We are 
declared righteous through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  

This teaching about being a saint and a sinner at the same time guards us from another trap; it keeps us from 
the illusion that, somehow, we can reach perfection in this life. While we can grow in faith and mature in our 
walk with Jesus, and while being a sinner/saint is no excuse to live in willful disobedience, we do need to 
realize that our fallen nature will be at war within us for the duration of our lives on this earth. Therefore, living 
with the errant expectation that, one day, we can be perfect on this earth, could plunge a person into 
hopelessness and constant disappointment.  

While we can celebrate a growing and developing walk with our Savior, we should also remember that all the 
good we do is also done by His grace.  So, believers, take heart! When you fail as sinners, it should not be 
surprising due to your fallen condition. That's precisely why Jesus came to bring His forgiveness of sin and His 
new life. When you live a life that is pleasing to God, it is cause to rejoice and give God all the credit and 
thanksgiving for His living in and through you. So, in all things, God is your refuge, 
your strength, and your faithful friend ... how do we know? Because He’s risen from 
the dead!! Joyous Easter! Christ is risen!! He is risen indeed!! 

 

That’s the View from Here.  

 
Pastor Bill Winter 
 

 
 

“NEWS FROM THE PEW” 
“The Journey of Life" 

 

This month we are giving Pam a break, and I would like to share an article that was recently shared with 
me by my mom who received it from some relatives in Hamburg, Germany and which has been translated.    

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, and we believed they would always travel on our side; 
however, at some station our parents step down from the train leaving us on this journey alone.  As time goes 
by, other people board the train and they will be significant, i.e. our siblings, friends, children, and even the 
love of your life.  Many will step down and leave a permanent vacuum; others will go so unnoticed that we do 
not realize that they have vacated their seats.  This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectations, 
hellos, goodbyes, and farewells.  Happiness consists of having a good relationship with all passengers and that 
requires that we give the best of ourselves. 

The mystery to everyone is this . . . we do not know at which 
station we, ourselves, will step down.  So, live your journey in the 
best way - love, forgive and offer the best of who you are.  It is 
important to do this, because when the time comes for us to step 
down and leave our seat empty, we should leave behind beautiful 
memories for those who will continue to travel on the train. 

Wishing you a joy-filled journey and thanking our Lord that 
you are passengers on my train. 

Your sister in Christ, 
  

 Monika Pfannes  
 YOUR Church Secretary  

 
Image:  http://b4429ad7aa92ece6d674-841e7aa3c6d127a560f34f6e1ee66cdd.r45.cf1.rackcdn.com/12/3/large.jpg 
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News from the Branch . . . . 
 

 

From Centershot.... 
Submitted by Fred Kleinert - Centershot Ministries 

On Saturday, March 7th Alekz Pfannes, Brandon 
Berretto, Tommy Sherrill, Fred Kleinert and Tom 
Sherrill attended a Centershot tournament in 
Alpena.  The tournament is sponsored by Hubbard 
Lake Bible Church, Pastor Mike Wigle and 
Whitetails Unlimited. Each year it is held at the A 
Plex which is a beautiful facility. There were over 
90 competitors and our own St. John Centershot 
archer, Tommy Sherrill was tied for fourth place 
in his age bracket at the end of the shoot. After a 
three arrow tie breaker Tommy placed fifth and 
received a nice trophy.   

CONGRATULATIONS! WELL DONE TOMMY! 

 The Centershot program here at St. John is 
moving forward with the purchase of five new 
mini bows for the younger participants. We are 
required to use Mathews Genesis bows to teach 
and participate in any competition. These bows 
were designed for the National Archery in the 
Schools program. We also use 1820 Easton 
aluminum arrows. We purchase our bows, arrows 
and targets directly from Centershot at a huge 
discount. With the purchase of the new bows we 
are getting closer to not having to borrow 
equipment for our classes. 

In mid April we will be having another state wide 
Centershot meeting in West Branch. Centershot is 
hosting a national event in Louisville Kentucky on 
May 7th. This event is being organized by our own 
Roscommon native Dr. Mike Ritchie. On May 8 - 9,  
this same facility will be hosting the National 
Archery in the Schools national tournament with 
over 11, 000 participants. As you can see archery 
is getting to be a big thing nationwide and our 
own Houghton Lake High School is now 
participating in NASP.  

I want to thank our volunteers Glenn Bromm, 
Paul Reda, Alekz Pfannes, Tom Sherrill, Peter 
Dallenbach and Brandon Barretto for helping to 
make a difference in a young person’s life. 

Centershot Meeting Dates: 

 Saturdays - Next Session Dates To Be Announced 

REMEMBER:  Centershot is open to any student, ages 
7 - 18 in grades 2-12.  Students under age 10 should 
be accompanied by an adult. 

Come on out and see how much fun this group has as 

it impacts the lives of our local youth! 

 

News from our Kidz Church will return 

next month. 

 

Don't forget to join us for 
Fellowship after Sunday 
morning services!  

Your Coffee Hour Hosts This 

Month: 

Apr. 5  - Erma & Arlene 

Apr. 12 -  Still Available 

Apr. 19 - LWML 
Apr. 26 - Frank & Liana Granica 

 

 
Special Guest Trumpeter Coming 

for this year's Easter Celebration! 
Organist Jane Radulski has been hard at work preparing 

for this year's 9:30 Easter Service.  Not only has she been 
practicing and putting together what promises to be a 
powerful example of organ music, but 
she has invited  special guest musician, 
Mr. Scott F. Pries, to join her in the 
musical celebration of the Resurrection 
of Our Lord! 

Scott and his wife, Collette, live in 
Lapeer with their two sons, Brandon 
(14) and Tyler (10).  Mr. Pries is in his 
twentieth year of teaching, the past 17 
of which as Director of Bands for Imlay City Schools.  Mr. 
Pries conducts the high school Wind Ensemble, Concert 
Band, directs the Spartan Marching Band, and teaches the 
6th, 7th and 8th grade bands at the Middle School.  Mr. Pries 
holds a Bachelor of Music Education and Master of Music 
degrees from CMU.  He has been selected twice to conduct 
the East Shore Honors Band, the 2013 Sanilac County 
Middle School Honors Band and the 2014 Tri-County High 
School Honors Band.  He is a member of the Michigan 
School Band & Orchestra Association, and currently serves 
as President of District 3.  Mr. Pries was named Teacher of 
the Year 2008-2009 by MSBOA District 3. 

We welcome 
and thank Scott 
Pries for taking 
time out of his 
busy schedule 
and for enriching 
our Easter 
Service. 
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...and you thought focusing on the 

sermon was tough!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Even with all they already do, our organists 

would like to know what your favorite hymn is.  

Please take a moment to jot down 2 or 3 of 

your favorite hymns, outside of Easter and 

Christmas please, and turn them into Art 

Ketelhut.  He'll pass along your requests to our 

fine group of musicians and then, listen closely 

- you never know when "your hymn" will 

become part of the service for everyone to 

enjoy! 

 

Coming Attractions....   

Save the Date.... 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Apr.  02 Maundy Thursday Service (7pm) 

Apr.  03 Good Friday Service (7pm) 

Apr.  05 HAPPY EASTER 

 Sunrise Service at 7:00am 

 No 8:00 Service 

 Divine Service at 9:30 

      Don't forget the mini-brunch! 

Apr.  09 Thursday Morning Bible Study 

 Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting 

 Elders Meeting 

Apr.  15 Board of Directors Meeting 

Apr.  22-24 Circuit Pastors Retreat 

Apr.  25 Norma Katt Memorial Service 

Apr.  28 Right To Life Meeting 

 

A huge shout out and 

  
to everyone who donated items to 
Project HOPE during our Lenten 

Season.  If you haven't ventured down the hall toward 
the Education Wing, here are photos that inadequately 
show your generousity.  Although you may never know 
or hear about the lives you 
have touched, be assured 
there are many families in our 
community that are going to 
bed with food in their 
stomachs, clean clothes on 
their bodies, and hope.   

 
 

Adult Bible Study -  
Sundays Group....   

God Connects – A Course in Christianity 
God Connects is a video series explaining the Christian 

Faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family 

member, or church 

visitor. Plain language 

and helpful illustrations 

present God’s work of 

salvation in a concise manner. This series is ideal for 

those with questions of sin, judgment, redemption, 

Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. God Connects—an 

excellent resource fo amplifying and sharing key 

concepts of the Christian faith. Who has God put in your 

life that needs to hear His message? 

We hold our classes each Sunday morning at 11 a.m. in 

the Luther Rooms. Please join us! 

Lesson 1 Why Jesus?  (Feb. 22) 

Lesson 2 Why the Bible? (March 1 & 8) 

Lesson 3 God’s Law (March 15,22 ) 

Lesson 4 The Nature of God 

Lesson 5 Who is Jesus Christ? 

Lesson 6 Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Lesson 7 Prayer 

Lesson 8 Baptism 

Lesson 9 Confession and Absolution 

Lesson 10 Communion 

Lesson 11 The End of Time 

Lesson 12 The Christian Life 

Join us every Sunday morning at 11 a.m. 

in the Luther Room  
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Can't make Sundays at 11:00? -  

Come join us Thursday mornings!!! 9:00  

Mornings find you at work?   

Come to the new Monday Night  

Gospel 101 Bible Study meeting at 6:30pm 

 

Here's a little more about it....... 

 

 

NEW EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Gospel 101 - A Simple Man's Study 
When: Monday evenings 6:30-8:00  

How Long:  6 weeks 
Led by:  Glen Bromm 

 
 

Glen will be leading a study group  
on the Holy Gospels.  The sessions 
will  
be informal and held in the Luther 
Room.  We will put on a couple pots 
of coffee, share and study together.  This group 
will look at the historical context during which the 
events of the Gospel takes place. 

Focus will include learning more about the 
groups and individuals who are a part of our 
biblical history.  It is our sincere hope that this 
time together in the Word help new and old Bible 
readers feel more comfortable spending time in 
the Word. 

We all have a friend, neighbor or family member 
that we would like to introduce to our Lord and 
Savior - please invite them to join us for one, 
some or all of the upcoming sessions! 

 

 

Church Directory 
Updates & Changes 

 

Phone Number Corrections or 
 Mailing Address Changes 

Hatt, 
Elsa 

New Address: 
207 Birchwood Avenue 
Prudenville, MI 48651 

Phone:  989-202-4999 

King, 
Ken & Pat 

12236 W. Columbine Drive 
El Mirage, AZ 85335 

Graham, 
LeeAnn 

New Address: 
3930 River Road 
East China, MI 48054 

Phone: 989-600-7706 

Rossow, 
Rev. Richard & 

Deanna 

New Address: 
794 W. Caledonia 
Howell, MI 48843 

 

Name Change: 
Carla Loy is now Carla Gerner 
Phone:  989-329-0007 

    

 

You can find them on your dial ... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries 

If you'd like to listen, LHM 
broadcasts out of Saginaw. 

WSAM - 1400am 
Sunday mornings - 8:30am 

 
 

LifeNews from Your Neighbors in 

the Pews .... 

 
       
     Carl Gushen - March 6, 2015 

     Norma Katt - March 18, 2015 
     Ernie Wohlfeil - March 23, 2015 

 
News from the Womb . . . . 

Submitted by Pamela Joles - Roscommon County Right to Life 

March meeting held after publication but here's what's 
coming up this week....   
DID YOU KNOW THAT MACKINAC ISLAND IS ONE OF 
THE HOT SPOTS FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING?  Learn 

more about this often hushed subject at 
the Roscommon County Right-to-Life 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 31, 
2015 at 6:30 pm.  We will feature guest 
speaker Michelle 

DeWitt.  Please come join in what 
promises to be a very interesting 
and informative meeting.  
Refreshments will be provided.  
Image: http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wkar/files/style/medium/public/201411/Untitled_3.pn 
&http //\www.wgvu.org/wgvunews/images/28877_101414.jpg 
 

Thursdays:   

Coming soon......April 9, 2015 
 

We have finished the journey through the 
First Three Centuries of Christianity and will 
begin a new Study March 5.  Please consider 
joining our Thursday Morning Group.  

Watch the weekly News & Notes for more 
details on our upcoming studies. 

 

Correction in last month's Newsletter. Spelling 
should of have been David Guettler, not Guttler.  
Our apologies.  Thank you for letting me know. 

~mp 

Please continue to notify the church 
office of any errors you may spot in the 
Newsletter!    ~Thank you!!!  
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Helping Out Our Four Legged 

Friends... 

From April 15 to May 15, 2015 we will be 

collecting animal food items to donate to the 

Roscommon County Animal Shelter.  Please 

consider helping out a four-legged friend in need.  

Look for the box marked "Roscommon County 

Animal Shelter" which will be placed under the 

coat rack by the restrooms. 

~Thank you 

 

 

Remembering Those Who 

Serve....   

Please pray for:   

Sgt Michael Boals 

AFC Travis Bromm 

SSgt Chris Bromm 

Matthew Petersen 

 

   Do you have a family 

member or friend inter- 

ested in attending a 

Camp this summer? 

Why not consider 

sending them to Camp 

Concordia!  Located in 

Gowen, MI, Camp 

Concordia also offers a 

Golf Outing and Family 

Camp Opportunities.  

Check them out at 

www.campconcordia.org 

 

Thought for the Day... 
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2015         Events & Happenings 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9:00 Trustees 

 

2 Maundy Thursday 

7:00 - Lent Service  
"The Penitent Thirsts 

for the Lord" 

3 Good Friday 
7:00 - Lent Service  
"The Lord Did This 

For You!" 

4 

10:00 - AA 

 

5           Easter Sunday 

"God's Public Guarantee" 
7:00 - Sunrise Service  
9:30 - Divine Srv  w/Communion 

 

6 

 
 
6:30 - Gospel 
         101 Study 
            Group 

7 

10:00 - AA 

 

8 

9:00 Trustees 

 

9 

9:00 The Mormons 

12:00 Ladies Aid / 

    LWML lunch & mtg 

4:00 - TOPS 

7:00 - Elders 

10 11 

10:00 - AA 
10:30 - Outreach 
                 Team 

 

12     "Joy That Holds" 

8:00 - Blended with Communion  
9:30 - Divine Service 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

13 

 
6:30 - Gospel 
         101 Study 
            Group 

14 

10:00 - AA 
11:00 - RTL Board 

 

15 

9:00 Trustees 
 
 

7:00 - Board Mtg 

16 
9:00 The Mormons 
 

4:00 - TOPS 

17 18 

10:00 - AA 

 

19"Repentance Refreshment" 
8:00 - Blended Service  
9:30 - Divine Srv  w/Communion 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

20 

 
 
6:30 - Gospel 
         101 Study 
            Group 

21 

10:00 - AA 

 

22 

9:00 Trustees 

 

23 
 
 

4:00 - TOPS 

24 25 

10:00 - AA 
12:00pm - 
Memorial Service -  
        Norma Katt  
luncheon following 

26     "Not All Paths" 

8:00 - Blended with Communion  
9:30 - Divine Service 
11:00 - Adult Bible Study 

27 

 
 
6:30 - Gospel 
         101 Study 
            Group 

28 

10:00 - AA 

6:30 Roscommon 
Cnty Right To Life 

29 

9:00 Trustees 

 

30 
9:00 The Mormons 
 

4:00 - TOPS 

6:00 - Praise Team 

  

Circuit Pastors' Retreat at Camp Emma, Hillman 
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2015       Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  1  

Chloe Britton - 5 yrs 
Bob Collison 
Lynne Fossitt 
Janice Holbrook 

2  
Leigh Vest 

 

3  

Ed & Carolyn Bowman 
                  - 28 yrs 

 

4  

Donna Ewing 
Joan Morley 

5  

Remi Burtis - 9 yrs 

6  

Conrad Seidel - 81 yrs 

7  

Art Dwojakowski 
Preston King 
 

Richard & Ilene Lepper 
                  - 64 yrs 

8  

Bob & Sylvia Tarvis 
                  - 52 yrs 
 

9 

 

10  

Arden Mead 

11  

Daniel Pontillo 

12  
 

13 14  

Cami Hamina - 6 yrs 

15  

Pam Meier 
Clarence Michela - 88 yrs 
Donna Michela - 88 yrs 
Penny Stroh 

16  

Roxanne Manifold 

 

 

17  

Michael Gottschling- 84 yrs 
Marie Grenell  

18  

Kathryn Ketelhut 
Jeanette Robinson 

19  

Mindyjo Burtis 
Barbara Everett - 81 yrs  
Dan Nagy 

20  

Sonya Springer 

21  

David Blanchard 
Elaine Engel - 84 yrs 
Alice Mandley 
David Schultz 

22  

Charles Halliday - 82 yrs 
Caroline Hebl 

23 

 

24  

Beth Christler 
Jerry Hebl 
Celeste Mueller 
Gary Pedersen 
Aileen Singbiel - 90 yrs 

25  

James Chambers 
Denise Reda 

26 

 

27  

Carol Schmidt 
James Zabel 
 

Jerry & Naomi Mason 
                  - 52 yrs 
Greg & Patricia Sawulski 
                  - 47 yrs 

28 

 

29  

Freda Akin 
Glenn Ruhlig - 80 yrs 
 

Jerry & Caroline Hebl 
                  - 48 yrs 
Cory & Nicole King 
                 - 9 yrs 
Pastor & Judy Winter 
                 - 36 yrs 

30  

Michael & Eleanor 
Rabideau 
                  - 50 yrs 
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