
Ponderings from Pastor Paul – December 2021 

I must confess that I haven’t been overly motivated recently to write a new 

“Ponderings”. I struggle to figure out what to say that hasn’t already been said. 

We are rapidly approaching the end of 2021, and in many respects, I feel like I 

have just relived 2020. Perhaps you can empathize with what I’m feeling. 

The pandemic issues are the same, just with a new Greek letter. Political issues 

are the same, just with a new primary target. Our culture is the same, just with 

new schools experiencing violence. World issues are the same, just with new 

geographic hotspots.  

Over the last couple of weeks, I have listened to the stories of several people. 

Some were face to face. Others were virtual. Some were experts. Some were 

trying to find their way in uncharted territory. Some are barely hanging on. And as 

I think back on the stories I have heard, it strikes me that whether we can do 

more than listen or not, we must care.  

It is certainly less complicated for us if we don’t have to bear the burden of our 

inability to change things for others. But whether we have the power to change 

the world for others, we must have more compassion in this moment than the 

last. 

Perhaps the reason we may feel like we are reliving yesterday, is because we 

haven’t been compassionate toward the tomorrow of so many. We tend to 

express our concern for our views and our plans, rather than taking time to hear 

the hearts of others, both near and far.  

We must care about those suffering with pandemic issues, whether we are pro 

vax or con. We must care about public servants, whether we agree with their 

ideologies or not. We must care about the violent heart of our society, whether 

we are armed or unarmed. We must care about others around the world, 

whether we understand their plight or not. And we must care about our 

community, whether we like the schools and businesses or not. 

The good news is that we don’t have to fix the world or even our neighbor. We 

just have to care. We have to care enough to listen. We have to care enough to be 

a part of their story. And we have to care enough to act if we are able. 



That’s what God does. He cares enough to hear our stories. He cares enough to be 

a part of our story. He cares enough to act. He cared enough to send Jesus to the 

earth for us. That’s what the Christmas story is all about. God cared enough. 

I recognize that it’s less painful for us if we don’t care about the thoughts and 

opinions of others. It’s easier if we think only of ourselves and our needs. But God 

rarely chooses the easier or less painful route. He chooses the caring route, no 

matter how difficult or painful. 

As we celebrate Christmas and prepare for 2022, I pray that we don’t have to 

relive another year like the last. But I also pray that we can be a catalyst for 

compassion in our world. That the church, meaning you and me, would show the 

world in word and action what it means to care.  

And maybe the story will be told a different way next year. 

God loves you and so do I! 

Pastor Paul 


