
Ponderings from Pastor Paul – July 2021 

The CDC and the State of Michigan have lightened up on covid-19 guidelines. 

While vaccination rates are declining, infection rates are also declining. It looks 

like things are moving forward and we may be back to normal as soon as July 1. 

Weddings are taking place. Graduation open houses are in full swing. People are 

returning to church. Expectations are high for the months ahead that life could 

continue as it was pre-covid. However, that isn’t necessarily a good thing. 

Now we can go back to being mad at each other for all the other stuff. Not that 

anyone ever stopped. We still have so much frustration and dissension in our 

world. You would think that with all the positive news regarding the pandemic, 

couldn’t we work together on solving the some of the other problems as well? I’m 

not holding my breath. 

Why does there have to be this divisiveness? Can’t we all just get along? 

Apparently not. Why can’t we move beyond all the racial, social, and political 

tension? It’s an easy question for any Christian, much less a pastor to answer. Sin. 

The problem is sin.  

You and I have the opportunity to make loving and caring decisions every day. We 

can choose to love those who don’t look like us. We can choose to love those who 

don’t think like us. We can choose to love those who we prefer not to hang 

around with. But most of the time, it seems we can’t even love the ones we live 

with. The ones we’re supposed to want to love.  

Yes, sin is at the root of it all, but the solution is the real problem. There is no 

human solution. But we have a God who chose to love those who don’t look like 

him. A God who chose to love those who don’t think like him. A God who chose to 

love and hang around with those whose sin kept them separated from him. God 

the Father sent his Son Jesus Christ to be the solution for sin. For your sin and 

mine. 

Jesus came to the earth to die on a cross to change us. To remove our sin from us. 

To pay the price for our choosing not to love. To make us worthy of being in God’s 

presence forever. 

We all recognize that we are all going to continue to choose not to love when we 

should choose to love. Your sin filled selfish life is not going to be disrupted to a 



great extent by these few words. It is not going to change what you do tomorrow. 

Sin still knocks at our door every day. But we can have confidence that when our 

time here on earth is over, we will put this pandemic of sin behind us as well. We 

can live confidently that Jesus’ sacrifice covers it all. And we can look forward to 

experiencing God’s love to its fullest in heaven. 

That is the best news we could possibly hope for. That is why it’s called good 

news (gospel). Until that time, I encourage all of us to do our best to put aside our 

discord and choose to love others, because… 

God loves you and so do I! 

Pastor Paul 


