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Ponderings from Pastor Paul …
I have enjoyed the last few weeks as we have looked together at the social, verbal, logical, visual,
and physical aspects of our worship. I hope it has been a blessing for you as well. Perhaps you have
been encouraged, challenged, and even stretched as you consider your engagement in worship. I
sincerely appreciate the overwhelming attitude of open minds and hearts through this series. I am
confident this attitude will continue as we conclude the series with the solitary and the musical
aspects of worship.
I generally prefer not to do one sermon series directly on the heels of another. However, as I look
at attendance trends over the last few years here at St. John, I see that worship attendance is
consistently higher June through August, than during any other time of the year. For me, this
indicates that summer is a critical time to address big topics for our congregation.
With this in mind, we will forge ahead with a second sermon series that I have entitled the “Great
Sermon Series”. My expectation is not necessarily to preach great sermons, though I do pray God will
speak through me, but that we will be addressing some great concepts during this series.
I believe it is critical for us to consider how greatly important the vision and mission of this
congregation are. This series will therefore be based on the premise stated in Proverbs 29:18 (ESV)–
“Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the
law.”
Though we do have a purpose statement, we do not actually have an official mission or vision
statement for our congregation. Because I believe it is vitally important that we rectify this situation,
I want to prepare your hearts, minds, and spirits as we go through this Great Sermon Series. During
each sermon, I want you to consider what the mission and vision of this congregation has been by
default, and what you believe it ought to be as an official statement.
In order for this congregation to move forward in the months and years ahead, I believe we must
do it with great vision. I believe we must talk about who we are, what God’s will for us is, and how
we can keep our eyes on the mission and vision of St. John
Church Contact Information
Lutheran Church.
Office: 989-366-5164
In September, after we have had some time to reflect on the
Fax: 989-366-4420
messages, I want us to begin formalizing a mission statement and
Website - www.stjohnhl.com
a vision statement for our congregation. Having these in place will
E-mail-office@stjohnhl.com
help us make good decisions for our future as we can more clearly
Newsletter Items can be submitted
see God’s design for this congregation.
by contacting the office or by email.
I pray that God continues to bless you individually, to bless your
family, to bless the family of believers here at St. John, and to
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bless our community through this congregation.
Saturday – 7:00pm
God loves you and so do I!
Sundays - 8:00 – Blended
Pastor Paul
9:30 – Divine
Fellowship –after services!
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St. John Outreach Team
Submitted by Jane Radulski

Looking ahead:
Next Community Meal will
be
July
10th
–
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs are planned.
Family Fun Fest will be September 21st.
Continue to watch the bulletin and future
newsletters for more information on what your
Outreach Team is up to. As always – everyone in
the congregation is invited to become part of
this team! We meet the first Wednesday of each
month at 7:00pm.
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Please pray for those in the
Mission Field

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri
Lanka. Their latest newsletter will be printed when
received.

News from the Library

Reviewed and Submitted by Gloria Owaski

The Lutheran Hour Ministries display located in the
Fellowship Hall has a new set of
booklets. These include:
What is Faith in Jesus?
Live the Six
The Truth About Angels
Gambling
Great Deceiver
Battles with the Bottle
Your Place in God’s Plan
Cancer
For Better, For Worse
Victim, Validated, Victorious
These booklets are for you to read and/or share with
someone else. Some suggested uses are:
✓ Read for personal information.
✓ Use like a devotional.
✓ Share with a friend.
✓ Give a booklet to someone who might be
interested in the topic.
✓ Pass one along to someone in need or who knows
someone in need.
✓ TAKE and READ, KEEP or SHARE.
The booklets are informative and well written. Please
make use of them.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

The Naumans – serving in area around the
world where they are called.
The Orozco Family – Latino
Mission Society currently in St.
Johns, Michigan

And also for all who are serving in
the military including Aaron &
Sara Palmerton!
Please submit August Newsletter
information to the Church Office
by July 21!
~Thank you!
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Housekeeping News –
Confidentiality Agreement
St. John has an agreement with Roscommon
County AA that allows them to use our facility for
meetings twice a week. Part of this agreement
is that our congregational members keep
confidential the names of the
people using our facility. Please
honor this agreement by never
mentioning the names of people
you may see entering, attending, or exiting from
one of their meetings. Please remind others of
this agreement if you hear any of those names,
or reference to these meetings being
mentioned. Also, if you as an individual or as
part of a church group are planning an activity
that will take place in the Fellowship Hall on
either Tuesday or Saturday between 9:00am –
Noon, please make sure you notify the church
office at least two weeks in advance. Monika will
then work with AA to make arrangements to
move their meeting to another room or off
premises entirely if need be. Thank you for your
cooperation. Questions? Please see Monika.

Other Church News…

2019 – 2020 Board of Directors
President – Jim Mueller
Vice President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Trustees – Dave Rickwalt
Spiritual Advisor – Pastor Kruse
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July Coming Attractions....
(Times can be found on the
Calendar)

July 01 – Red Cross Blood Drive
July 04 – Church Office Closed
July 08 – Elders Meeting
July 10 – Community Meal
July 10 – Board of Directors Meeting
July 11 – Ladies Bible Study Night
July 13 – Adopt-a-Highway (M-55)
July 13 – Garden Worship with Communion
July 19 – Newsletter Article Deadline
July 23 – Musician Meeting with Pastor
July 25 – Ladies Bible Study Night

Open Your Heart & Home to …

A Christian Exchange Student From Spain!
Volunteer host families (with or without children) as
well as single parents are needed to provide food, a
bed, and a loving home for the coming school year
(2019-2020) for one or two semesters starting in
August. EMF (Educational Merit Foundation) students
have medical insurance, spending money for their
personal expenses and expect to share the host
family’s daily life including household responsibilities.
They speak English, are well-screened and eager to
experience life in America. Their stay here is
sponsored and supervised by EMF, a non-profit,
educational exchange organization. For more
information on EMF students, please call MarieClaude Dijoud at 1-800-467-8363 or visit the web site
at www.emfusa.org.
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Serving During Worship Services
ELDERS

Having a
July 3
July 5
July 7
July 8
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 23
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30

SATURDAY EVENING – 7:00pm

Birthday this month:
Bill Wilton
Remi Harowski (11 yrs)
Trudy Roberts
Lynda Kot
Shirley Gensley
Cheryl Hnizda
Melisa Akers
Amy Koupal
Easton Friend (10 yrs)
Randy Booth
Cheryl Daellenbach
John Gottschling
Stan Gawlik
Cari Czada
Hudson Joles (7 yrs)
Amanda Kruse
Rosalie Todd
Roger Dolland
Michael Howard
Dave Lauria
Barb Duwe
Kathleen Dale
Cindy Jones
Ruth Sanker
Anita Faust
Jean Ferguson
Dorothy Lowery

July 13 –
July 27 –

Bob Greger & Erich Springer
Rick Joles & Dan Nagy.
SUNDAY WORSHIP

8:00 am
9:30
July 7 –
July 14 –
July 21 –
July 28 –

Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy
Scott Bockelman & Dave Outman
Bill Serniuk & Bob Tarvis
Mike Michaelson & Dave Outman
Scott Bockelman & Kirk Koupal
READERS

SATURDAY EVENING – 7:00pm
July 6 –
July 13 – Volunteers Needed – Sign-up Sheet
July 20 – located by drinking fountain.
July 27 –
SUNDAY BLENDED WORSHIP – 8:00am
July 7 –
July 14 –
July 21 –
July 28 –

Sonya Springer
Sandra Arnold
Lynn Tate

SUNDAY TRADITIONAL WORSHIP – 9:30am

Celebrating Anniversaries:
July 1
July 2
July 7
July 8
July 9

Bob & Darleen Arnold
Bill & Carol Schmidt
George & Susie Dougherty
John & Carolyn Wood
Todd & Cindy Jones

58 yrs
64 yrs
35 yrs
52 yrs
42 yrs

July 10
July 19
July 22
July 25

Chris & Jackie Rondo
Hank & Debbie Kern
Stan & Beth Christler
Mike & Kim Howard

9 yrs
39 yrs
24 yrs
10 yrs

Looking for a place to help?
Sign up sheets have been
put up on the board by the
drinking fountain.

July 7 –
July 14 –
July 21 –
July 28 –

Volunteers Needed – Sign-up Sheet
located by drinking fountain.
ORGANISTS

July 7 –
July 13 –
July 14 –
July 21 –
July 28 –

Jane Radulski & Carol Newman
Jane Radulski
Jane Radulski
Carol Newman
Sandy Akin

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 12, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Kruse

VISITORS: Jerry Andrews, Gloria Owaski, Dave Rickwalt

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:04 pm. Jim took a few moments to present an idea for
consideration by the Board regarding length of meetings. Jim would like to propose that Board meetings are held the second Wednesday
of every month, beginning at 7:00pm and ending at 8:15pm. If business is not concluded by 8:15pm, an extension of time can be requested
and approved by board vote. Also, meeting packets will be placed in board member mailboxes the Friday before the meeting for review.
Packets will include the Agenda, prior month’s Minutes, Treasurer Report (if available), and any other items that need to be reviewed.
The Agenda will also be fleshed out to include items that will be discussed so members are able to come prepared. Therefore, all board
members are requested to submit to Monika any items for discussion no later than the Friday morning before the Wednesday meeting. A
motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Mike Michaelson to approve the proposal as made by Jim Mueller. Motion carried.

OPENING: Pastor Kruse opened the meeting with prayer and opened a discussion regarding Canoeing the Mountains. Members of the board
are finding the book interesting and informative. Many have read further into the book and look forward to discussion in the coming
months. Jim Mueller then welcomed guests in attendance and Dave Rickwalt as the incoming Chairperson for the Board of Trustees.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: After review of the minutes from the May 8, 2019 Board of Directors meeting, a motion was made by Sharon
Meinecke, second by Marlin Shull, to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim French reported this past month included expenditures for the new Hearing Assistance Units, Pastor’s
computer, renewal of warrantees for our copiers and electronic sign. June is the end of this fiscal year and Kirk Koupal is working to get
the bill for the new furnaces so it can be paid from the 2018-2019 budget year as planned. Overall the church is doing fine financially.
After review of the May 2019 Treasurers Report, a motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the report as
presented. Motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS:
Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson reported on the following:
VBS: Off and running getting everything ready for launch on the 24th of June. We have good volunteer turnout. They held their first
organization meeting June 5th, and everyone is working together with the new program shift. We would like to have VBS advertised
on the Electronic Sign and will be working with the Trustees to get the banner out. There will be a final organizational meeting on
Wednesday, June 19th at 6:00pm. Pastor Kruse will include a VBS Worker Commissioning during the Worship Services June
22nd and 23rd.

Puppets: Mike will be acting as the liaison for the Puppets and will work with Pastor Kruse to develop a quarterly worship schedule

for services to include the Puppet Ministry Team. Currently they are scheduled for every 5th Sunday of the year, as well as at
some special services during the church festival seasons (i.e. Lent, Advent, Christmas). Puppets are willing to incorporate skits
with songs as the Children’s Message on those Sundays and are open to participating even more.

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported the following:
Transfers: The Board of Elders has received transfer requests from Carolyn (Wohlfeil) Hutchison to Shepherd’s Gate Lutheran, and
George and Susie Dougherty to Mt. Hope-Grayling. The Elders have approved the transfers and asks for approval from the

Vol.19-07

July 2019

Page |6

Board. Motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Jeff Krentz, to approve the transfers as presented. Motion carried.

Bible Burial at the Garden: This event will take place on July 20th after the Saturday evening service at the Garden. Currently
there are four (4) Bibles to be buried.

Assisted Listening for Sanctuary: Peter is getting the storage box made and is also working to get the transmitters hooked up
so the units become available.

Saturdays at the Garden: The Board of Elders have approved moving all Saturday services from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend out to the Garden at 3880 S. Reserve Rd. This will help us become more
consistent for visitors and members alike.
Board of Evangelism: No report.
Board of Stewardship: No report.
Board of Social Welfare: Sharon Meinecke reported no requests for assistance were received this past month. Sharon would like to

thank the congregation for their generosity is supporting our new Baby Pantry. Sharon will give Monika a statement for the News & Notes
thanking everyone.

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated the Board on the following:
Furnace: Work has been completed!
Pavilion: Marlin has been in contact with a company out of Texas that can provide wind breakers/curtains for our pavilion. They even

have the ability to put the church logo on those side curtains. Marlin will follow-up to obtain an estimate for the cost to provide
side curtains.

Parking at the Garden: Marlin has been working with Dan Nagy on a solution to make access to the Pavilion easier for members

and visitors using walking aids. After conversation the wisest course of action would be to remove the three (3) apple trees to the
east of the pavilion, eliminating the mess and hazard of apples on the ground, then boxing in the area and laying limestone. This
will provide direct access for vehicles to drop off and pick-up passengers. A motion was made by Jim French, second by Jeff
Krentz to authorize the Trustees to obtain an estimate from Dan Nagy to provide the work as outlined and also to obtain an
estimate from the Texas-based company for side curtains. Motion carried.

Parsonage: The refrigerator in the parsonage has been replaced and is working well. Still waiting on an estimate to repair the crack
in the basement wall.

Sprinklers & Basement: It has been determined that the sprinkler system is causing the flooding in the basement. The sprinklers

have been turned off. The Trustees will be contacting Evergreen Rain Company to come and find out what the problem is and
provide an estimate for repair. We may have a broken sprinkler line.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kruse reported the following:
Live Streaming: The cable for live-streaming has been run and we now have that capability and will begin live-streaming this
weekend. The first “live stream” was posted on Facebook this morning.

Year-round Saturday Worship: The Elders and Pastor discussed continuing Saturday evening worship services after Labor Day

Weekend. The Elders support holding a Contemporary Worship Service every Saturday evening at 5:00pm beginning September
7, 2019.

Moving Forward: Pastor reminded the board that as we move forward with new ideas, programs, and projects we need to be ready
to set aside programs we hold dear to our hearts and focus on the whole good of the church rather than individual “kingdoms”.

OLD BUSINESS: No Old Business items were discussed:
NEW BUSINESS: The following was discussed:

Constitution Review / Update: Jim Mueller stated that the time may have come for the Church Constitution to have a tune-up. Jim

proposed to assemble a committee made up of a small number of mixed members who would review the current document
paragraph by paragraph, make suggestions for change and bring those suggestions back to the Board of Directors for approval.
Once approved by the Board of Directors the revised Constitution would be published and distributed to the members of the
congregation for review. The congregation would be invited to attend the following scheduled board meeting to voice their
concerns, comments, and suggestions for consideration. A special congregational meeting would then be scheduled to ratify the
revised document. Jim would like to have this process completed, approved, and implemented before the next Annual Voters
Meeting on June 7, 2020. Jim also proposed that the committee be made up of 3 Board Members, 2 Elders, 2 or 3 Congregational
Members, Pastor Kruse and himself. A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Jane Radulski, that a committee be put
together to review and revise the constitution as proposed. Motion carried.

Resolution:
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1) Resolve that Pastor Kruse be issued a VISA Credit Card through North Central Area Credit Union.
2) Resolve that Jim French be shown as the Treasurer for St. John Lutheran Church for all accounts,
checking and savings, held at North Central Area Credit Union.
3) Resolve that Pastor William C. Winter be removed as a cardholder on the St. John North Central
Area Credit Union checking and savings accounts.

A motion was made by Sharon Meinecke, second by Erma Stevens, to approve the resolutions as presented.
Motion carried.
Dell Service Contract: Monika reported that the current service and warranty contract on the Church Office All-in-One
Computer will be expiring and an extension has been offered by Dell. An inquiry has been made for the cost to
extend this warranty with no response at present. A motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Marlin
Shull, to approve renewing the service contract at a cost not-to-exceed $200. Motion carried.
Picture Directory: Jim Mueller presented the idea of undertaking a new Picture Directory. The last directory was in 2016. Directories

are usually put together every 5 years. With Pastor Kruse being installed, having an updated directory next year seems a good
fit. Monika Pfannes is willing to oversee and coordinate volunteers to carry out the steps needed to put a new directory together
and will publish this project in the newsletters. A motion was made by Jane Radulski, second by Erma Stevens, to pursue a 2020
Picture Directory as a Board project as proposed. Motion carried.

Reserve Road Improvements: Erma Stevens stated that a new building to replace the current garage structure is needed. The

new building needs to be large enough for activities, meetings, worship space, community events and include restrooms and a
kitchenette. Discussion followed with the general consensus that such a building project would be a good church project/unifier
to get members involved. Peter Daellenbach will begin putting ideas together so that feedback from the congregation can be
solicited.

Building Maintenance Item: The church building doors are beginning to rust and becoming difficult to lock and open. The Trustees
will obtain an estimate for replacement of all the exterior double doors.

Reserve Road Property Port-a-John: Dave Rickwalt will contact Lil’ Willies and Sargeants to obtain an estimate to obtain a
Handicap Accessible Port-a-John for the Garden for this summer and report back to the Board for authorization.

Charity Monies: Jim French reported that we are approaching the end of our fiscal year and currently have approximately $900 in
Charities that can be used. A motion was made by Jane Radulski, second by Jeff Krentz, to distribute the remaining funds equally
between Latino Mission Society, Special Olympics, and the West Branch Life Choices Resource Center (Caring Pregnancy
Center). Motion carried.

VISITOR REMARKS: None.
CORRESPONDENCE:
MISCELLANEOUS: None
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Sharon Meinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Motion carried, and the meeting was so closed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting

From the Trustees…
LOOKING FOR A VENUE TO HOLD THAT SPECIAL OCCASION? –

Remember that our pavilion at the
Reserve Road property is available for
weddings, reunions, graduations,
family picnics, or any other large
gathering occasion! There is no cost
for members and there’s plenty of
parking space! Contact the church
office to reserve this space!

Vol.19-07

July 2019

Page |8

Vol.19-07

July 2019

Page |9

Vol.19-07

July 2019

P a g e | 10

Vol.19-07

July 2019

P a g e | 11

Vol.19-07

July 2019

P a g e | 12

