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Thoughts from Pastor Paul …

After my article last month, several have asked how many pairs of jeans I’ve been willing to get
rid of. I must admit, it is a slow process. There are a couple pair that need just one more rip to push
them over the edge and into the trash. I’ll keep you posted.
I’d like to stay in the jean theme this month and talk about why I like certain pairs of my jeans.
Some look good and I can wear them in public. Some are simply comfortable and I’m okay if they
don’t look as good as others. A couple pairs of my jeans are my wife’s doing. She thinks they look
good and so I wear them for her, though they may not be as comfortable. I have a couple of pairs of
jeans that are not even blue. These I wear if I need to dress it up a notch. We all have different
styles of clothes for different occasions and how we may want to appear. Some are more comfortable
than others, but all serve a purpose.
We also have preferences in the things we enjoy. Some of us prefer to sit quietly by ourselves,
while others prefer to be social butterflies. Some of us enjoy working with our hands, and others
enjoy sitting down with a good book. There are many of us who love to sing or listen to music, but
others might prefer drawing or painting. And there are some who don’t care much for any of the
above but could spend hours with sudoku puzzles. All are appropriate and all have their place.
We can talk similarly in terms of worship. We all know there are different styles of worship. Here
at St. John, we have a blended worship service and a traditional Divine service. Some churches have
contemporary services that some of us would simply not be comfortable in. Just like my jeans, all
serve a purpose, and all can be appreciated.
I want to ask you to be open to trying some new experiences in our worship services over the next
seven weeks. We are going to embark on a sermon series I have titled “Worship Styles”. The services
will still be blended and traditional, but we are going to change, or at least take a closer look at the
way we do a few things in each of our services. Some of these may not initially feel comfortable for
everyone.
Just like I wear some of my jeans for my wife, I am asking that you try on these activities for a
week at a time. I will not force you to do anything you do not want to do, but I am requesting that
you have an open mind. I will also not insist that you enjoy
Woship Schedule
each activity, but I am asking you for a willingness to try. When
Saturday – 7:00pm
this sermon series is over, I would appreciate your honest
Sundays
- 8:00 – Blended
feedback as to what you liked and what you did not care for as
9:30 – Divine
much.
Fellowship –after services!
God speaks to us in many ways and I believe that when we
open ourselves up to ways he communicates, we might just hear
Church Contact Information
him more clearly. I pray that the weeks ahead will be a blessing
Office: 989-366-5164
for all of us.
Fax: 989-366-4420
God loves you and so do I!
Website - www.stjohnhl.com
Pastor Paul
E-mail-stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
Newsletter Items can be submitted
by contacting the office or by email.
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Update on Prayers …
Kaiden Blinstrub
E-mails received from Barb Walter as dated

Monday, May 20, 2019 11:18am
MRI was done Friday no surprises. Surgery
was 7:30 this morning. 1 hour prep, 3 hours
of surgery, hour-and-a-half recovery. Nurse
checked in with Beth and Tom at 10,
everything was going well. Will keep you
updated later today and Wednesday, when
he may step down
from ICU.
God is great. So
thankful for His grace,
love, & His gift of our
Grandson. Thanks to
St. John members for
prayers & support.
Just notified he is off
bypass. They can see
him in 2-2½ hrs.
Thanks be to God.
Monday, May 20, 2019 12:16pm
Pediatric cardiologist surgeon just saw Beth
and Tom. She is done with him, the staff is
working on getting Kaiden transferred to his
room. She already said the next surgery will
be spring of 2021! We were looking at next
spring. This is a huge blessing that he will be
able to hold his own for two years now.
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 6:55am
From Beth this morning …
Yesterday was hard because he was in so
much pain. It is a balancing act between
keeping him slightly awake and not in
much pain. That
should be figured
out today. He is
boggling
doctor
and nurses giving
his such severe
heart condition and
how he is ahead of
the game. All I
have to say is
power of prayer.
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Later Tuesday from Beth:
Still working on pain management today.
Everyone is saying once the chest tube
comes out he’ll be back to normal. Many
of the older kids tell nurses that’s what
hurt the most. But then, of course, all
the extra blood and pressure in their
head (that’s what the Hemi Fontan and
Fontan do, provide more blood across
the entire body, but primarily the head,
which causes horrible headaches).
Kaiden’s blood pressure is normal. A cool
rag on his forehead and 3 medications
help with his headaches. Chest tube
comes out tomorrow. Two of the three
monitors are gone.
Wednesday, May 22, 2019 8:47am
Doing much better today. Grabbing his toes,
awake, not mad. Depending on the bed
situation, they are thinking of moving him
out of ICU today and to 11 West, a regular
cardiac unit.
Friday, May 24, 2019 11:24am
Could we have a prayer of Thanksgiving and
praise to God for Kaiden’s remarkable
successful surgery. He has been sitting up in
bed on his own since Thursday morning.
Oxygen is gone. Out of ICU and in regular
cardiac unit yesterday.
Monday, May 27, 2019 9:17pm
Kaiden came home Sunday afternoon. Eating
so much more and so much better. No
restrictions on how to pick him up. All
sutures are gone. Internal stitches will
dissolve on their own. No pain meds.
We know how very blessed we are and
continue to be. Please pray for so many
other families who are not receiving the
news they hope and pray for.
~God’s Peace, Kaiden’s Family

St. John Outreach Team
Submitted by Jane Radulski

Easter Egg Hunt was a total
success! Had almost twice as
many kids attend – almost 60 –
plus their families. It was a large
happy crowd that gathered in the Fellowship
Hall. The kids hunted for eggs, heard the Easter
message, watched a Puppet Ministry show, ate
donuts and took home bags of popcorn and
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candy.
Our May Community Meal was held May 8th
and featured Sloppy Joes. In response to
community feedback, we will have greeters
making sure no one eats alone.
Looking ahead:
Next Community Meal will be July 10th –
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs are planned.
VBS will be June 24-28. Theme is Miraculous
Mission. Lots of good ideas for
improving the program – need
volunteer help.
Family Fun Fest will be September 21st.
Continue to watch the bulletin and future
newsletters for more information on what your
Outreach Team is up to. As always – everyone in
the congregation is invited to become part of
this team! We meet the first Wednesday of each
month at 7:00pm.

Looking for a good read?

Reviewed and Submitted by Sandra Akin

If you haven’t read “The Final Week
of Jesus” by Max Lucado, you must
do (as the British say). The book looks
like it is intended for young children, but it is
for every age. It will tear at your heart and
bring tears to your eyes. The illustrations by
Keith W. Criss convey the sorrow and beauty of
the text. It needs to be read over and over
again. Where do you find this book? In our very
own St. John library! Read it soon!

Please pray for those in the
Mission Field

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri
Lanka. Their latest newsletter will be printed when
received.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
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Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

The Naumans – serving in area around the
world where they are called.
The Orozco Family – Latino
Mission Society currently in St.
Johns, Michigan

And also for all who are serving
in the military including Aaron &
Sara Palmerton!
Please submit July Newsletter
information to the Church Office
by June 21!
~Thank you!
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – We’ve
started
our
Summer
Worship
Schedule! The first garden service
will be held June 15th. Saturday
services will alternate between the pavilion at
our property on Reserve Road and the sanctuary
depending on when communion will be part of
the service.
As we have done in past years, when
communion is served at the 8:00am Sunday
service (2nd & 4th Sundays of the month), that
week’s Saturday evening service will also
receive communion and be held in the
sanctuary. The remaining Saturdays, the weeks
of the 1st & 3rd Sundays, will be held out at the
Pavilion. The Praise Team is ready and the
Pavilion is waiting. If you've never attended one
of these outside services, come join us as we lift
hearts and voices to our Lord. Bring a lawn
chair and your friends. Come join us out at

the Pavilion!
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Housekeeping News –
Confidentiality Agreement
St. John has an agreement with Roscommon
County AA that allows them to use our facility for
meetings twice a week. Part of this agreement
is that our congregational members keep
confidential the names of the
people using our facility. Please
honor this agreement by never
mentioning the names of people
you may see entering, attending, or exiting from
one of their meetings. Please remind others of
this agreement if you hear any of those names,
or reference to these meetings being
mentioned. Also, if you as an individual or as
part of a church group are planning an activity
that will take place in the Fellowship Hall on
either Tuesday or Saturday between 9:00am –
Noon, please make sure you notify the church
office at least two weeks in advance. Monika will
then work with AA to make arrangements to
move their meeting to another room or off
premises entirely if need be. Thank you for your
cooperation. Questions? Please see Monika.

Other Church News…
June Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)
June 02 – One Service & Annual Meeting
June 04 – Rummage Sale Set-up
June 04 & 05 – Wellspring PRIDE Training
June 05 – Outreach Meeting
June 6 & 7 – RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
June 06 – Elders Meeting
June 12 – Board of Directors Meeting
June 13 – Ladies Aid Lunch at Buccilli’s
June 13 – Ladies Bible Study Night
June 15 – First Saturday at The Garden
June 16 – Father’s Day
June 21 – Newsletter Article Deadline
June 24-28 – VBS WEEK
June 25 – Musician Meeting
June 27 – Ladies Bible Study Night

LOOKING FOR SOME NEWSY BITS FOR THE
NEWSLETTER
June marks 5 years that I have had the priviledge
of putting together our monthly newsletter, The
Eagle. I must confess my creative well is rather dry.
I know there are a lot of events and other things
happening here in the church that I miss when
putting this monthly “paper” together. Are you a
member of a group? Altar Guild, Puppets, Ladies
Aid, LWML, Trustees, Kidz Church and other kids
activities, Adult Share Groups, etc.—help me
promote all that you do! Much of what you read is
taken from meeting minutes and I know someone’s
personal touch brings “life” to the event being
shared. If you run across something you think your
fellow members would enjoy, such as a book review
or a Christian funny, submit it to the Church Office
to be included. I will do my very best to include
what is submitted, but in the past have kept back
a few seasonal items due to space constraints.
These items don’t’ disappear though, I put them
away until the next time that season comes around.
Have a child or grandchild who made the Resorter?
– cut out the article and submit it. I can scan it,
summarize it, or paraphrase it so you can show your
family pride – and who doesn’t like to brag about
family? Summer doin’s? Family Reunions with multigenerational pictures? Graduations? Weddings?
Send me an e-mail including a picture of the event
along with who’s who in the picture.
All submissions can be dropped off or e-mail your
complete
article
to
the
church
office
(office@stjohnhl.com). Stopping me as I”m running
down the hall won’t work so well – like any grocery
list, after 3 items I tend to forget what I don’t write
down and I don’t want your news to be Item #4.
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Serving During Worship Services
ELDERS

Having a Birthday this month:
June 1
Jackie Jammer
June 2
Kayla Doehring
Krista Doehring
June 3
Dennis Dusseau
Jack Simon
June 4
Kirk Koupal
June 6
Frank Spiess
June 7
Keith Pfannes
June 8
Matt Barrow
June 9
Nancy Schuneman
June 12 Anna Stogiera
June 14 Roger Weiss
Connie Janik
June 16 Frank Ticknor
June 17 Gary Malcho
June 19 Art Ketelhut
June 23 Sally Johnson
June 25 Arlene Shull
June 26 Tammy Mitchell
June 28 Cheryl Hill
Ken Vest
June 29 Helen Gretzinger
June 30 Rosemary Schalk

8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy
9:30
June 2 –
June 8 –
June 9 –
June 16 –
June 22 –
June 23 –
June 30 –

Dave Outman & Erich Springer
Mike Michaelson & Dan Nagy
Kirk Koupal & Bill Serniuk
Bob Greger & Rick Joles
Kirk Koupal & Dan Nagy
Scott Bockelman & Bob Tarvis
Rick Joles & Mike Michaelson
READERS

SATURDAY EVENING – 7:00pm
June 8 –
June 15 – Volunteers Needed – Sign-up Sheet
June 22 – located by drinking fountain.
June 29 –
SUNDAY BLENDED WORSHIP – 8:00am
June 9 –
June 16 –
June 23 –
June 30 –

Sandra Arnold
Lynn Tate
Darleen Arnold
Sonya Springer

SUNDAY BLENDED WORSHIP – 9:30am
Celebrating Anniversaries:
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

2
3
5
3
19
23
24

Don & Dawn Lingenfelter
John & Carol Gottschling
Matt & Anna Stogiera
Dave & Margaret Rickwalt
Bob & Martha Cook
Rick & Jane Radulski
Woody & Janice Holbrook
Pastor Paul & Ruth Kruse
June 29 Glenn & Barb Ruhlig

30 yrs
58 yrs
15 yrs
51 yrs
43 yrs
13 yrs
52 yrs
31 yrs
62 yrs

Looking for a place to help?
Sign up sheets have been
put up on the board by the
drinking fountain.

June 2 –
June 9 –
June 16 –
June 23 –
June 30 –

Bob Cook – One Service Only
Volunteers Needed – Sign-up Sheet
located by drinking fountain.
ORGANISTS

June 2 –
June 8 –
June 9 –
June 16 –
June 22 –
June 23 –
June 30 –

Carol Newman
Sandra Akin
Sandra Akin
Sandra Akin
Carol Newman
Carol Newman
Jane Radulski

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 8, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Kruse

VISITORS: Bob & Darleen Arnold, Lindsey Vest, Leslye Vest

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:04 pm
OPENING: Pastor Kruse opened the meeting with prayer. Jim Mueller then welcomed Pastor Kruse and guests in attendance at the meeting.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Monika Pfannes reported that some minor grammatical changes had been made to the report after publication in
the Newsletter. After review of the minutes from the April 10, 2019 Board of Directors meeting, a motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second
by Sharon Meinecke, to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim French reported this past month included the appreciation gift to Pastor Voll and the cost of the renewal of
our Food Service License. After review of the April 2019 Treasurers Report, a motion was made by Sharon Meinecke, second by Jane
Radulski, to accept the report as presented. Motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS:
Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson asked Jane Radulski to report on the Easter Egg Hunt held April 20th. Jane reported
55-60 children attended the hunt. Everything went well with many positive comments.

VBS: After researching possible conflicts with area churches and Charlton Heston Academy, the VBS committee decided to hold VBS
the week of June 24-28, 2019. Volunteer Sign-up has been posted and Mike will give Monika some extra notes to incorporate
into the News & Notes announcement. A prop night and organization meeting dates are still to be determined.

Decision-making for Christians: Education is not just for kids. Mike Michaelson reported that we need to increase our

awareness to be pro-active. He has been in touch with Mr. Steve Peterson who conducts workshops and would be willing to
conduct a workshop here at St. John. Bill Burmeister (CEF) could address the financial side. St. John could look at hosting this
type of workshop in early Fall. It would be informational only with no legal documents. The workshop could also include a
presentation by a funeral director. Cost is unknown at this time.

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported the following:
Bible Burial at the Garden: Peter currently has two Bibles to be buried. If anyone else has an unusable Bible, they can turn it
into Peter.

Assisted Listening for Sanctuary: The equipment is there. Peter will get installation details.
Board of Evangelism: Jane Radulski reported the following:
Community Meal: 79 meals plus 3 take-outs were served tonight. The next community meal will be July 10 – Hamburgers & Hot
Dogs. There was discussion regarding using this opportunity to get names for follow-up visits.

Family Fun Fest: This year’s Family Fun Fest is scheduled for Saturday, September 21st.
Board of Stewardship: No report.
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Board of Social Welfare: No requests for assistance were received this past month. Sharon Meinecke reported that $100 in Walmart gift

cards were donated to be used by the Baby Pantry we are hoping to establish for purchase of formula. The drive asking for specific baby
items, diapers, wipes, onesies and receiving blankets, will take place from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day. Permission to use an
existing closet in one of the Sunday School rooms to store the donated items was requested and no objection raised. The purpose of this
pantry is to fill emergency needs only as the Wesleyan Church pantry is only open one day a month. We are not looking to be a sustaining
Baby Pantry.

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated the Board on the following:
Lighting: Surges up at the altar seem to have been resolved with the installation of LED lighting.
Fire Protection: The Trustees will be contacting the Fire Department to have them complete a preparedness assessment of our

facility. This assessment should include recommendations pertaining to smoke detectors, keyed access for local fire
department(s), extinguishers, etc.

Parsonage: Completed an annual walk-through of the parsonage this morning. It is in very good condition and the renter is taking

care of items as they arise. The cracks in the foundation walls in the basement seem to have grown larger over the past year and
should be addressed to avoid additional damage. This is an item that should be looked into by a professional company. Mike
Michaelson will get information on a company that may be able to repair the walls.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kruse reported the following:
Group Study: Pastor handed out books to each member of the Board to be used in a six session study over the next six months. He
asked all board members to Read Chapter 1 and the study guide for the June meeting.

Saturday Evening Worship: Pastor would like the Elders and congregation to consider implementing year-round Saturday evening
worship services. He’d like to begin a full-blown contemporary worship service after the Labor Day weekend in September, leaving
the Summer Schedule as already planned. This will add another service option and not impact the Sunday morning worship
schedule. He would also like us to consider holding all Saturday evening services between Memorial Day and Labor Day out at
the Garden. This would provide a consistency to our services and be more welcoming to visitors.

Service Consistency: In this same vein, Pastor feels keeping our weekly worship times consistent is more user and visitor friendly.
If we advertise two services on Sunday and then cancel one service because of a meeting, how would a visitor know that. If
someone new were to come for 8:00 and no one is here, a possible result could be their not visiting us at all.

Excel in Giving: This is a way for members to tithe electronically. CEF will pay a monthly subsidy to support this service through
Kindrid. A motion was made by Jane Radulski, second by Mike Michaelson, to approve Monika Pfannes as the administrator to
add members who wish to use this service. Motion carried. This service will be optional to members.

AED Training: Pastor noticed we do have an AED Unit in our Fellowship Hall. He recommends that a training session be offered for
anyone interested and should be mandatory for the Elders. Monika Pfannes stated that a training workshop had been organized
but the trainer was unable to attend. General discussion followed with several board members willing to contact people they know
who work in the first responder profession to see if a workshop could be organized.

Name Badges: Pastor stated visitors who attended the installation service seemed to love the name badges. Members are putting
them on and the response seems overwhelmingly positive.

Communion Wine: Currently we do not offer a non-alcoholic alternative. Just like the Gluten-Free Wafer, we could put a statement
in the bulletin that reads: “If for reason of conscious or health, a non-alcoholic option is available in the center of the communion
tray.”

Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Jim Mueller reported that this would wrap-up the IIMP here at St. John. We have prepared
and will be mailing out Thank You letters to all the pastors who participated in the installation service as well as a letter to Lakeside
Motors for the use of their property as overflow parking. Both Jim and Peter Daellenbach will be signing the letters being prepared.

OLD BUSINESS:

The following was discussed:

Benches: The benches outside the north entrance have all been refinished. A thank you will be placed in the News & Notes.
Name Badges: After discussion regarding additional badges being requested, a motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by

Jim French, that a badge will be provided at no cost to anyone attending St. John upon their request through the Church Office.
Motion carried.

Parsonage: As Pastor Kruse will not be using the parsonage as his residence, Jim Mueller asked the board to think about the best

Vol.19-06

June 2019

Page |8

way to address the arrearages of our current renter. We have three options: (1) St. John Lutheran Church is a business and we
should take steps to have the renter leave the premises so another renter could be found. (2) St. John Lutheran Church acts in
its Christian capacity and forgives all back rent owed based on the circumstances surrounding the current renter, her willingness
to take the necessary steps to obtain training to improve her employability, and based on her ability to pay the monthly rent each
month upon employment in her new profession; or (3) St. John Lutheran Church agrees that once the renter secures employment
and begins paying the month rent as agreed, additional money needs to be paid on a monthly basis toward the arrearages. This
additional amount will be matched on a 3:1 forgiveness basis by the church. A motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by
Erma Stevens, that once the renter secures employment and begins regular payment of the $650 monthly rent, any payment
above that amount will be applied to the arrearages owed with a forgiveness amount equal to three times (3X) the overage
amount paid (i.e. - $50 paid/$150 forgiven, $200 paid/$600 forgiven), until the arrearages have been paid in full. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: The following was discussed:
Electron Sign Warranty: Jim French received a letter from Johnson Sign Company for the renewal of the annual warranty for
service of the electronic sign. The cost if $500. A motion was made by Marlin Shull, second by Jeff Krentz, to renew the
warranty. Motion carried.

Nominations: An announcement has been made by Pastor Kruse for additional nominees for the board with no additional names

being put forward. Currently the following board members are up for re-election and have agreed to serve another term if
elected by the congregation at the annual meeting on June 2nd: Jeff Krentz, Monika Pfannes, Mike Michaelson, Jim French.
Marlin Shull will be stepping down as Head Trustee. Dave Rickwalt has agreed to step into this position and will serve on the
board if elected. Leslye Vest and Lindsey Vest also volunteered to run as nominees to the board. Jim thanked them for
stepping forward.

VISITOR REMARKS: Visitors in attendance asked questions pertaining to the 2019-2020 Proposed Budget. Review and discussion followed.
No changes to the proposed budget are needed.

CORRESPONDENCE: None received.
MISCELLANEOUS: None
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Sharon Meinecke, to adjourn the meeting at 9:42pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Motion carried, and the meeting was so closed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting

From the Trustees…
LOOKING FOR A VENUE TO HOLD THAT SPECIAL OCCASION? – Remember that
our pavilion at the Reserve Road property is available for weddings, reunions,
graduations, family picnics, or any other large gathering occasion! There is no cost for
members and there’s plenty of parking space! Contact the church office to reserve this
space!
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