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I’ve got a pair of jeans in my closet that I use when things might get messy.
They are jeans I don’t worry about getting stained or torn. They are jeans that
already have a hole or two. There’s a hole where a belt loop got ripped off.
There’s a hole at the corner of the back pocket that is gradually getting larger.
And quite frankly, there is a hole where you really don’t want a hole. They are
jeans that are a bit too short, but fit otherwise. These jeans are still functional
and I don’t want to wear a good pair of jeans and risk putting a hole in those as well.
The problem is not that I have a pair of jeans like that in my closet. The problem is that I have
four pairs of jeans like that in my closet. And one in the garage. They all have different issues and
different levels of public viewability, but they all function to some degree. It’s actually quite hard
to completely wear out a pair of jeans, but at some point, I need to reevaluate my need for all these
jeans.
Do I want my neighbors seeing me in some of these jeans? Would I wear them into Walmart or
Buccilli’s or even McDonalds? I can’t imagine wearing them to church. Not when I’ve got nicer jeans
to wear. And yet I think we do this regularly.
We sometimes put a face on our faith that we shouldn’t wear out in public. Our actions, our
efforts, our interactions with others, and maybe even some of our ministries, are not of a caliber
that brings glory and honor to our Savior. The problem is that even some of the worst of these still
function to a certain capacity. They may make us feel good. They might be easier to deal with in our
busy lives. And we definitely hate to throw out what is comfortable.
Perhaps it is time for some of these things to be reevaluated. It might be time for mending. It
might be time to work on the stains that don’t leave a good impression. It might be time to throw
the old jeans away and put on some different ones.
I hope you will join me this month and go through your
Woship Schedule
spiritual closet as I go through mine. Start thinking about the
8:00 – Blended
purposes your actions serve. Think about the public image they
9:30 – Divine
might portray. What needs mending and what needs tossing
Fellowship –Coffee &
out? What is the face of my faith that the people around me
Donuts after services!
see? Am I truly bringing glory to God?
I know it’s hard to let go when it still serves a purpose. I actually
Church Contact Information
threw a pair of jeans away a month or two ago. Yes, I still have
Office: 989-366-5164
Fax: 989-366-4420
five pairs of these jeans, but it is a start. I don’t expect that any
Website - www.stjohnhl.com
of us will change overnight, but I think it is always the right time
E-mail-stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
to begin the process.
Newsletter Items can be submitted
God loves you and so do I!
by contacting the office or by email.
Pastor Paul
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St. John Outreach Team

Ladies Aid / LWML News

The 2
Annual Easter Egg
Hunt was a tremendous
success! This success was the
result of all those volunteers
who made it happen. We’d
like to thank those who
prayed, planned, donated,
volunteered their time and
energy before, during, and
after the event. Filling candy bags, puppets,
providing snacks, cleaning up after – all tasks
that needed to be done so that those attending
would have a memorable time. There were over
50 children who attended and went on the
“hunt” along with many parents, grandparents
and visitors. They were treated to fun,
fellowship, and a Christian message and
invitation. Thank God for you all.
Don’t forget the upcoming
May Community Meal to be held
on May 8 beginning at 5:00pm.
Volunteers are always welcome
to help prepare, serve, bake, and just fellowship
with those that attend. If you are able to help,
please contact Louise Nagy (989-389-7708) or
Mary Vest (989-821-8735).

As mentioned in the April
newsletter, LWML holds two
rallies each year – one in the
Spring and one in the Fall. This
year the Spring Rally will be held the first
Saturday in May (the 4th) at Zion Lutheran
Church in Tawas City. Registration begins at
9:00am with the rally starting at 10:00am and
lasting until 3:00pm. A light breakfast and
lunch will be served. If you are interested in
attending this event and spending a day with
other Sisters-in-Christ, please contact Denise
Reda.
And don’t forget we meet the 3rd Wednesday of
every month for Quilting! Come join us!

nd

Update on Prayers …
Kaiden Blinstrub
E-mail received from Barb Walter dated April 15

Kaiden’s open heart surgery
scheduled for April 30th has been
delayed until May 17th or 20th.
He had a cough in early April and
his lungs are clear. The
pediatrician gave him steroids
for 5 days and U of M was
contacted for approval. The
anesthesiologist wants to wait
until 6 weeks after the steroids before surgery
if possible. All is good, and we are thanking
God the doctors are leaning on the side of
caution in their care of Kaiden. Thank you all
for your prayers throughout this journey. We
are blessed.
Peace, Barb & Ned

Please pray for those in the
Mission Field

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri
Lanka. Below is e-mail received April 23, 2019,
after the Easter bombings. Their latest newsletter
printed toward the back of this newsletter.

Dear St. John Lutheran,
Greetings to you from Sri Lanka in the
name of our risen Savior Jesus Christ.
We intended to send this newsletter last
week. This is why there is no mention of
Easter or the terrorist attacks, except in the
prayer requests.
Easter Sunday, our family gathered with
three congregations at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church located in the Sri Lankan
mountains. Rev. Nadaraja conducted the
service assisted by Evangelist Anton. I had
the honor of preaching about the
resurrection of our Lord. During this service,
we rejoiced three souls were raised to new
life in the waters of Holy Baptism, and six
baptized children of God confessed their
faith in Jesus Christ crucified and risen as
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they were confirmed.
After the service concluded, we learned of
the terrorist attacks directed at three
Christian churches and three luxury hotels.
Rev. Nadaraja called the worshipers back
together to pray for the victims and for the
country. We were shocked and saddened by
the terrible news.
I made several phone calls. I learned that
our fellow missionary family, the Naumanns
were unharmed. I learned that all of our
partner church congregations, mission
stations, pastors, and evangelists were
unharmed as well. Praise be to God.
At the advice of several local people, we
decided not to return to our home in
Colombo on Sunday. Later, a curfew was
imposed that would have prevented us for
getting back. Monday morning the curfew
was lifted and with the police and military
present in full force, we decided to return to
Colombo. We returned with no problems.
We were thankful to find that our apartment
complex had implemented extra security
measures.
Monday, we were saddened to learn that
Duncan and Rose’s friend from school was
at one of the hotels that was attacked. He
was among the fatalities. Lord, have mercy.
It is clear that this attack was mainly
directed at Christians at a time that the
church would have been full. Satan is behind
these attacks.
During my Easter morning sermon I
proclaimed: “The devil and the demons tried
to stop Jesus. When Jesus hung on the
cross dead, He looked defeated. Looks are
deceiving. When Jesus hung on the cross
dead, He had defeated Satan and the evil
spirits. Jesus rose from the dead.”
This terrorist attack may seem like a
defeat, but Jesus rose from the dead and
has given us the victory. All those Christians
who were martyred are with Jesus in heaven
and will be raised on the Last Day. Jesus
said, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die.” (John 11:25-26)
Please pray for the injured and the
mourning. Pray for Sri Lanka. Pray for the
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Terrorist. Pray for the spread of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
Thank you for all your prayers and
concerns.
If you are still reading, thank you. I hate to
bring up the following issue in light of the
above, but due to timing, I must.
We will be returning to the US in July for
Home Service. This is a time to reconnect
with our partners in God’s mission. We are
looking forward to seeing as many of you as
possible. We will all be in the US JulyAugust. Martha will return to Sri Lanka with
Duncan, Rose, and Skye as the school year
begins. I will be staying for a couple weeks
into September.
We are looking for a place for our family
to rent for our time back in Michigan, mainly
August. We would need a place that is fully
furnished and reasonably priced. If you have
such a place or know of a place, please let
me know ASAP.
Peace of our risen Savior be with you,
Pastor Steven Mahlburg
Serving the Lord in Sri Lanka

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

The Naumans – serving in area around the
world where they are called.
The Orozco Family – Latino
Mission Society currently in St.
Johns, Michigan
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And also for all who are serving in
the military including Aaron &
Sara Palmerton!
Please submit May Newsletter
information to the Church Office
by May 17!
~Thank you!
SUNDAY .. JUNE 2 .. 11:00am
Our Annual Congregational &
Voter's Meeting will be held
the first Sunday in June. The
agenda includes voting on the
2019-2020 Church Budget and
new board members. Please find the proposed
budget published on page ____ of this
newsletter. Per the Church Constitution - only
those members present at the meeting will be
able to vote.
Please plan on attending this very important
meeting and also on joining your fellow
congregants in a Breakfast Brunch immediately
following the meeting.
HOW ABOUT THROWING YOUR HAT
INTO THE RING??
With the warming weather and the
approaching summertime, that means it’s
election time again here at St. John! The Board
of Directors is looking for a few good men and
women to run for 2019-2021 term. Our Church
Constitution dictates that 5
of the 10 directors are to be
newly elected annually.
If you would be willing to
serve our Lord’s Kingdom of
Grace here at St. John in
this wonderful way, and
after
prayerful
consideration,
please
contact the church office, speak to your
congregational president, Jim Mueller, or
speak with your congregational vice-president,
Jeff Krentz. The nominating committee will be
forming soon to carry out their duties for the
election.
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE - It's almost
time to resume our Summer Worship
Schedule! Beginning May 25th, we
will be including a Saturday evening
worship service in our weekly
schedule with the first garden service being
held June 15th. Saturday services will alternate
between the pavilion at our property on Reserve
Road and the sanctuary. The first Saturday
service will take place in our sanctuary and
includes communion. As the following Sunday,
June 2, is the Annual Meeting and there will
be no Saturday service.
As we have done in past years, when
communion is served at the 8:00am Sunday
service (2nd & 4th Sundays of the month),
Saturday evening service will also receive
communion and be held in the sanctuary. The
remaining Saturdays (1st & 3rd) will be held out
at the Pavilion. The Praise Team is getting ready
and the Pavilion will be waiting. If you've never
attended one of these outside services, come
join us as we lift hearts and voices to our Lord.
Bring a lawn chair and your friends. Come join

us out at the Pavilion!

Housekeeping News –
Confidentiality Agreement
St. John has an agreement with Roscommon
County AA that allows them to use our facility for
meetings twice a week. Part of this agreement
is that our congregational members keep
confidential the names of the
people using our facility. Please
honor this agreement by never
mentioning the names of people
you may see entering, attending, or exiting from
one of their meetings. Please remind others of
this agreement if you hear any of those names,
or reference to these meetings being
mentioned. Also, if you as an individual or as
part of a church group are planning an activity
that will take place in the Fellowship Hall on
either Tuesday or Saturday between 9:00am –
Noon, please make sure you notify the church
office at least two weeks in advance. Monika will
then work with AA to make arrangements to
move their meeting to another room or off
premises entirely if need be. Thank you for your
cooperation. Questions? Please see Monika.
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Other Church News…
2019

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY

DATES

–

Pickup dates for Adopt-aHighway have been received! We
are scheduled to “tidy up” our 2
sections of roadway on: May 4
(M-55) and May 18 (Reserve
Road). As we’ve done in past years, we’ll be
meeting at the church at 8:30 for some coffee
& energy, with a little bit of instruction thrown
in. Bring some gloves to protect your hands. We
will provide grabbers for all participants as
well as plastic hoops to prevent the bags from
closing with the wind. When picking up at the
M-55 location, we ask that all volunteers be 12
years or older for safety reasons. However,
families with children under 12, are welcome
to join us out at Reserve Road. See you in a
couple weeks! Bob Collison & Bill Winter Your
trash guys!

A very Happy
Mother’s Day
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This Month
Serving During Worship Services
ELDERS
8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy
4 Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer
th

9:30
May 05 –
May 12 –
May 19 –
May 25 –
May 26 –

Erich Springer & Bob Tarvis
Scott Bockelman & Bill Serniuk
Kirk Koupal & Dan Nagy
Peter Daellenbach & Bob Greger
Rick Joles & Mike Michaelson
READERS
May 05 – Monika Pfannes
May 12 – Sandra Arnold
May 19 – Darleen Arnold
May 26 - Monika Pfannes
ORGANISTS
May 05 – Sandy Akin
May 12 – Jane Radulski
May 19 – Carol Newman
May 25 – Sandy Akin
May 26 – Sandy Akin
PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.

Having a
May 1:
May 2:
May 5:
May 7:
May 8:
May 9:
May 12:
May 15:
May 18:
May 20:
May 22:
May 23:
May 27:
May 29:

Birthday this month:
Jim Leedy
Ethan Britton (14 yrs)
Pam Champeau
Bob Jacoby
Ron Hnizda
Sara Palmerton
Louise Ticknor
Dixie Stancroff
Ashley Boals
Christine Pontillo
Carol Blanchard
Pat Polens
Harry Todd
Pam Joles
Delores Boik
Louise Nagy
Richard Kukuk
Helen Miller
Don Tallman

Celebrating Anniversaries:
May 4: Don & Sandy Tallman (40 yrs)
May 20: Gary & Roxanne Pedersen (2 yrs)
May 22: Matt & Brigitte Doehring (20 yrs)
May 27: Jeff & Anita Faust (41 yrs)

Fellowship Hosts Needed!!!
New sign up sheet in the kitchen.
May 5 – May 12 – May 26
May 19 – Ladies Aid / LWML
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 10, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Mike Michaelson
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Christian Ed –
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS:
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NEW DATE FOR THE SPRING RUMMAGE SALE!! – As
mentioned in last month’s minutes, this year’s Spring
Rummage Sale will be held the first
week of June. So time to think ahead
as your begin your Spring Cleaning. As
you clean out those closets and
drawers, make sure you set aside all
those treasures you no longer need for our Rummage and Bake
Sale. The shed will be opening soon to accept donations! Watch
the weekly news and notes for additional information.
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PROPOSED 2019 – 2020 BUDGET
TO BE VOTED ON DURING
THE ANNUAL MEETING ON JUNE 2, 2019
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