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“Now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32)

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus.
When Linda and I came to you in January of 2018, I outlined five tasks that I
would try to do when we were here: Listen, learn, lead, love, and leave. With
the arrival of your new Pastor, the time has come for us to leave. We have truly
enjoyed the time spent with you and have been greatly blessed by your friendship and love.
Truly, St. John Lutheran in Houghton Lake is richly blessed with gifted and grace-filled people!
Thank God for you!
I am requesting that our final worship service with you be on Sunday, April 28. I have asked
that there be just one morning worship service that day at 9:30 a.m. A fellowship time will
follow the service to give us time to visit and say our goodbyes.
As we say farewell, I would first of all offer apologies for any offense that I may have given.
Pastors aren’t perfect, and I ask your and our Lord’s forgiveness for times that either words,
actions, or neglect have hurt in any way. Thank God for the Cross and the forgiveness that Jesus
won for us there!
Secondly, thank you! Serving the Lord with you has truly been a time filled with learning,
laughter, and love. You have been patient, generous, and understanding during the interim. I say
again, thank God for you! What a joy it has been to gather at the Cross with you and learn of
Jesus’ love!
Finally, if I may say this in Spanish, “adios”, which means, quite literally, “to God.” St. Paul
in his farewell to the people at Ephesus said, “I commend you to God”. It is to that God whose
grace in Christ forgives us, frees us, and makes us faithful through the Word of His grace that
we commend you. You are, indeed, to be commended to that God who gave us His Son to be
our Savior.
In Jesus, Pastor Ted and Linda Voll
Woship Schedule
8:00 – Blended
9:30 – Divine
9:45 – Kidz Church
Fellowship –Coffee &
Donuts after services!

Church Contact Information
Office: 989-366-5164
Fax: 989-366-4420
Website - www.stjohnhl.com
E-mail-stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
Newsletter Items can be submitted
by contacting the office or by email.
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St. John Outreach Team
Submitted by Pastor Voll

The Outreach Team is hosting
an indoor Easter Egg Hunt for
children ages preschool –
12yrs on Saturday, April 20, at
10:00am in Church. Parents, Grandparents and
friends are invited to be our
guests for snacks as the hunt
progresses. Children will be
invited to register for our
Vacation Bible School as well
as an invitation shared to our worship services.
The St. John Puppeteers and maybe a bunny or
two, will also be there.
There are ways that you can help with this
endeavor! Donations of individually wrapped
candy may be left in the box marked “Easter Egg
Hunt” in the fellowship area before April 10.
Volunteers will stuff the gift bags at 5:00 before
the Lenten dinner on April 10.
A volunteer sheet is posted on the bulletin
board by the water fountain to help at 9:00am
on April 20 to hid eggs, register guests, serve
snacks, supervise the hunt in the church and
clean-up. You are encouraged to invite
unchurched friends and neighbors with children
to this event. Flyers will be available for you to
distribute in the narthex.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.”
(Matthew 19:14). Please prayerfully support this
effort to reach out to the unchurched young
families of our community with the Easter
Gospel.

Update on Prayers …
Kaiden Blinstrub
E-mail received from Barb Walter dated March 8

Kaiden continues to do well at
home. January 2019 he was at
UofM twice. First for low oxygen
level January 2nd – 9th. He had a
catheterization which allowed
his heart and lungs to work
easier. He was also found to be
dairy intolerant. His formula
was changed. He has been
gaining weight and eating much better!
January 16th the doctors determined Kaiden
had RSV which is a respiratory virus. He was
sent to the Saginaw ER, given the standard
medication however it made his heart rate
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very high. UofM sent their
survival flight helicopter to
Saginaw to pick him up. He
was at UofM for another
week, improved, and was
sent home January 23rd. His
open heart surgery is
planned for mid-April. His
parents along with Ned and I
thank you for your continued prayers and
support.
Peace, Barb & Ned
E-mail received March 28, 2019 U of M called the afternoon
of March 20th. His surgery
(Hemi-Fontan) is set for
April
30th.
However,
because
of
possible
emergency situations, it
might be pushed back. His
surgeon is Dr. Jennifer
Romano.
His
Saginaw
Kaiden Age 2 months
Pediatric
Cardiologist
& 4 months
specifically asked for her.
After googling her, I understand why. After
surgery he will be in ICU for 24-48 hours. They
said to plan for 5-7 days in the hospital for sure,
but as we know, every baby is different. So we
could be longer. Full recovery is 4-6 weeks.
That's all we know right now.

Ladies Aid / LWML News
Submitted by Denise Reda

Attention all St. John ladies! As
we’ve mentioned before, all
female members of St. John are
also members of our Ladies Aid
and LWML. The LWML holds two rallies each
year – one in the Spring and one in the Fall. This
year the Spring Rally will be held on Saturday,
May 4th at Zion Lutheran Church in Tawas City.
Registration begins at 9:00am with the rally
starting at 10:00am and lasting until 3:00pm. A
light breakfast and lunch will be served. If you
are interested in attending this event and
spending a day with other Sisters-in-Christ,
please contact Denise Reda.
And don’t forget we meet the 3rd Wednesday of
every month for Quilting! Come join us!
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Please pray for those in the
Mission Field

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri
Lanka. See latest newsletter printed on pages 13
& 14

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach
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Outreach in our Community…

Received in Newsletter from St. John – West Branch

St. John Lutheran Church (155
Fairview Street, West Branch, MI
989-345-0120) will be hosting a
Food Truck on Saturday April 27th.
Following is an article printed in their March
2019 Newsletter received in our office.
FOOD TRUCK – Our next food give-a-way is on
Saturday, April 27th. A sign-up sheet will be
available for volunteers. We wish to thank all the
people who help make the food give-a-ways a
great success. We are collecting donations of
personal hygiene items and cleaning products to
distribute at the Food Truck give-a-ways.
Individuals in-need cannot purchase items such
as shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, or
household cleaners with their Bridge cards even
though they are needed. A collection basket will
be in the fellowship hall for donations. We very
much appreciate the support

Around the District …

Article found in the March 2019 issue of Lutheran Witness, p23

Singing in Community
The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan

And also for all who are serving in
the military including Aaron &
Sara Palmerton!
Please submit May Newsletter
information to the Church Office
by April 19!
~Thank you!

Christ’s Church Sings. It has been so from the
beginning of time (JOB 38:7) and will remain so
unto the end of time (REV 5:9-10). The Lord Himself
is our song (EX 15:2), and the
Church sings because
God sings with us (ZEPH 3:1417).
It has been shown time
and again that singing
and making music benefit
humankind
physically,
mentally and emotionally.
Singing is also a tremendous tool for teaching,
one which Luther himself used to teach the faith.
But singing together offers another, perhaps
even more valuable, benefit to the Church: It
allows us to create community by blending our
individual voices and experiences into one
harmonious expression.
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Singing is perhaps the most
profoundly personal form of
music making, because the
sound emerges deep from
within oneself. Yet while there is
certainly benefit to solo singing as a means of
self-expression, the act of singling together as
with one voice allows us to rejoice with those
who rejoice, and to weep with those who weep
(ROM 12:15). That moment when many breaths are
taken in unison with one another reminds us
that we are not alone on our journey – that
others are joining
with us in our
celebrations, hopes,
trials and fears. That
moment when many
vocal cords emit a
collective
sound
helps us see and hear
ourselves as part of
the larger community of our shared humanity
and faith.
This is admittedly a very different kind of
singing that is prominent in our current culture.
In an age that has given us easy access to
prerecorded music with the click of a button, we
have become content to let others make music
for us rather than making it ourselves. In a world
that showers solo artists with fame and fortune,
we have lost our ability to appreciate music
making where no one person is the star. In an
era when any recorded performance can be
manipulated with effects processors and autotune, we have become intolerant of music that
is less than perfect.
But community singing is not intended to be
perfect. It isn’t about money
or personal glory. Some
community singing will be
better, some worse. But the
product in every instance is
real, genuine music, made
by ordinary people, born out of common
experiences. As composer Charles Ives once
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quipped: “Don’t pay too much attention to the
notes. If you do, you may miss the music.”
When Christ’s Church sings, whether it be as a
congregation or in a choir, whether it be
musically subpar or of a professional caliber, our
community proclaims
the reason for our
song, the tie that
binds us together as
one – our shared
salvation in Christ.
But
even
more
glorious is that community which is experienced
weekly in the Eucharist as we join our voices
“with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven,” singing their unending
hymn of praise. The communion of saints is the
ultimate choir, one in which everyone has
perfect pitch and Christ Himself is the
conductor. Now that is a joyful community!
Written by Dr. Jeffrey Blersch, professor of music at Concordia
University, Nebraska, Seward, Neb., and director of music at
Pacific Hills Lutheran Church, Omaha, Neb.

SERVICE TIMES!!

The Service Schedule for Easter Sunday will be
the same as in past years. Sunrise Service
begins at 7:00am and Divine Service begins at
9:30am. A Mini-Breakfast Brunch will be
served after each service.
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This Month
Serving During Worship Services
ELDERS
8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy
4 Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer
th

9:30
Apr 07 –
Apr 14 –
Apr 21 –
Apr 28 –
Midweek
Apr 03 –
Apr 10 –
Apr 18 –
Apr 19 –
Apr 07 –
Apr 10 –
Apr 21 –
Apr 28 -

Bob Greger & Erich Springer
Rick Joles & Bill Serniuk
Scott Bockelman & Kirk Koupal
Mike Michaelson & Dan Nagy
Bob Greger
Scott Bockelman
Kirk Koupal & Erich Springer
Bob Tarvis
READERS
Sonya Springer
Sandra Arnold
Darleen Arnold
Lynn Tate
ORGANISTS

Apr 03 –
Apr 07 –
Apr 10 Apr 14 –
Apr 18 Apr 19 –
Apr 21 –
Apr 28 –

Carol Newman
Jane Radulski
Sandy Akin
Carol Newman
Sandy Akin
Carol Newman & Jane Radulski
Carol Newman

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals; Chris
Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.

Having a Birthday this month:
Apr 1:
Bob Collison
Janice Holbrook
Apr 2:
Clarence Michela
Leigh Vest
Apr 4:
Joan Morley
Apr 6:
Conrad Seidel
Apr 7:
Art Dwojakowski
Karen Krupansky
Apr 11:
Dan Pontillo
Rick Radulski
Apr 14:
Camryn Hamina
Apr 15:
Pam Meier
Penny Stroh
Apr 16:
Roxanne Pedersen
Apr 17:
Marie Grenell
Apr 18:
Kathryn Ketelhut
Jeanette Robinson
Apr 19:
Mindy Burtis
Apr 20:
Ruby Hartman (3 yrs)
Sonya Springer
Apr 21:
Dave Blanchard
Elaine Engel
Alice Mandley
Dan Nagy
Apr 22:
Caroline Hebl
Apr 24:
Beth Christler
Jerry Hebl
Gary Pedersen
Apr 25:
Eric Chambers
Denise Reda
Apr 27:
Carol Schmidt
Jim Zabel
Apr 29:
Glen Ruhlig
Apr 30:
Jackson Rondo (8 yrs)

Fellowship Hosts Needed!!!
New sign up sheet in the kitchen.
Apr 7 - Apr 14
Apr 21 – Easter Brunch
Apr 28 – Fellowship with the Volls
Pastor Kruse Installation – 3pm

Celebrating Anniversaries:
Apr 8 Bob & Sylvia Tarvis (56 yrs)
Apr 27 Jerry & Naomi Mason (56 yrs)
Apr 29 Jerry & Caroline Hebl (52 yrs)
Bill & Judy Winter (40 yrs)
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 13, 2019
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President –
Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS: Pastor Kruse, Kirk Koupal

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 8:00 pm
OPENING: Pastor Voll opened the meeting with prayer.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: After review of the minutes from the February 15, 2019 Board of Directors meeting, one correction
was requested. Spelling of “funrace” to be corrected under Trustees to “furnace.” A motion was made by Sharon
Meinecke, second by Erma Stevens, to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim French reported this past month included the following expenditures: new coffeemaker for the
fellowship hall, the annual insurance premium, and a chalice refurbishing. After review of the January 2019 Treasurers
Report, a motion was made by Monika Pfannes, second by Mike Michaelson, to accept the report as presented. Motion
carried.

BOARD REPORTS:
Board of Christian Education: A decision on VBS is waiting until our new shepherd arrives.
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported the following:
Transfer: A motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Erma Stevens, to recognize the transfer of James
and JoAnn Gall to Living Waters Lutheran Church in North Port, Florida. Motion carried.
St. John Car Stickers: Mike Michaelson shared a sample of a car sticker being proposed by the Elders for
congregation member use. Stickers could be given to visitors as well as new members. The board requested
Mike to explore the cost of offering two different size stickers. Mike will update the board next month.
Assisted Listening for Sanctuary: Pastor Voll obtained an initial estimate from a vendor in West Branch proposing
a transmitter + 12 receiver system at a cost of $800 which could be plugged into our existing sound board. The
Board asked Pastor Voll to contact the vendor and find out if the church could purchase the system with fewer
receivers, adding additional receivers as the need arises.
Name Tags: The Board of Elders has been contacted by a congregation member who would like to purchase name
tags for all current members. A motion was made by Jane Radulski, second by Sharon Meinecke, to accept the
offer of name tags for each member who currently has a church mailbox. Motion carried. Monika will put together
a list of names.
Board of Evangelism: Jane Radulski reported the following:
Community Meal: The Outreach Team served 117 meals this evening at the Spaghetti Dinner.
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Easter Egg Hunt: The Easter Egg Hunt will take place Saturday, April 20, beginning at 10:00am. Volunteers will be
needed. Pastor Voll has written up an article for both the News & Notes as well as the April Newsletter.
Facebook: Lindsey Vest would like to oversee the church Facebook page. A motion was made by Jim French, second
by Peter Daellenbach, requesting Jane contact Lindsey regarding administrating our Facebook page. The Board
would like Lindsey to attend the April meeting to outline her thoughts on how she will use Facebook to promote
and enhance the image of St. John on social media.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens asked the Board of Directors to provide dessert for next week’s Fellowship Supper.
Next month the 2019-2020 Budget will be presented for review.
Board of Social Welfare: No requests for assistance were received this past month.
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated the Board on the following:
Furnace: Primary unit has been hooked up and is fully functioning. Secondary unit will be finished once better weather
arrives.
Lighting: Cost to switch the church sanctuary lighting to all LED will be $300-$400.
Sign: The flickering lights in the chancel area at the front of the church seem to be associated with the changing screens
on the outdoor electronic sign. Kirk Koupal suggested that a dedicated line to the electronic sign from the electrical
panel be explored as a possible remedy.
Pastor’s Report: No report.
Intentional Interim Ministry Program: No report

OLD BUSINESS: Constitution: Jim Mueller reported that he asked Monika to check with the District Office regarding whether
we have a constitution on file. Monika did speak with Gail of the District Office who stated that the District does have a
constitution for St. John on file dated June 1999.

NEW BUSINESS: The following was discussed:
Library: Monika received a request from Gloria Owaski for approval to purchase Project Connect booklets from
Lutheran Hour Ministries for the display rack currently located at the north entrance. The cost of the booklets is
50¢/each. Gloria would like to restock the turnstile with 5 copies of 10 different booklets at a total cost of $25. A
motion was made by Sharon Meinecke, second by Jane Radulski, to order the requested booklet. Motion
carried.

VISITOR REMARKS: Pastor Kruse thanked the congregation for extending him a call. Pastor Kruse spent time in discussion

with the members of the Board and anticipates making a decision by this coming weekend. Pastor Kruse will contact
Peter Daellenbach with his decision. Peter will then contact Monika, who will contact the other board members, along
with Pastor Mandley. An announcement will be made to the general congregation at the Sunday services following
Pastor Kruse’s decision.

CORRESPONDENCE: None
MISCELLANEOUS: None.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Monika Pfannes, second by Peter Daellenbach, to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 pm
with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried, and the meeting was so closed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary

Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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NEW DATE FOR THE SPRING RUMMAGE SALE!! – As
mentioned in the minutes, this year’s Spring Rummage Sale
will be held the first week of June.
So time to think ahead as your begin
your Spring Cleaning. As you clean
out those closets and drawers,
make sure you set aside all those
treasures you no longer need for our Rummage and Bake
Sale. Watch the weekly news and notes for the opening of the
shed to start bringing in your donations.
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