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The View from Here 

What Difference Does It Make? 
If God forgives me, what difference does it make 

how I live now?  We read in the Bible about the 
thief on the cross who was saved right before he died, and we might 
think, why should we live out our faith if we can just repent at the end 
and still go to heaven? 

We might think of people who lived wicked, wanton lives and then 
repented and converted late in life. I suppose we should be glad that 
they finally received God's grace but, at the same time, it doesn't seem 
quite fair. But then, God's grace isn't fair. That's the point of grace. God 
gives all of us what we don't deserve. He gives us His forgiveness, His 
life, even though we don't deserve it. 

But if I can do whatever I want right up until the very end and then 
still receive God's forgiveness, why live any differently now? The answer 
is both simple and complicated. First, God didn't create us just to die 
and go to heaven. Heaven is not the end. Christianity's goal is not just 
to get to heaven when we die. Salvation is the aim of it, yes, but 
salvation is much more than just going to heaven when we die. 

God created us to live a certain way, to live joyfully, abundantly, as 
His children. So, to live against His will is what the Bible calls sin. It's 
literally contrary to the way we were made. If we believe in God and 
what He tells us in the Bible, living in sin is actually not good for us or 
for anyone in our life. Living according to God's will, which is really the 
best possible way … we live that way now and forever. 

We have some real conflicts here on earth in the lives that we lead 
because of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. Among them 
is the idea that sin is a lot more fun and living like a goody-goody is 
really boring. And that's exactly the lie that the world and Satan himself 
has taught us. We have this idea that God's will is somehow oppressive 
and that if we want to really live fully, we need to be free to do whatever 
we want. That's not true. In fact, because God's our Creator, He's the 
One who loves us more than we love ourselves, His will is always the 
best thing for us. Again, the Scripture says He truly wants what is best 
for us. God doesn't want us to sin, and living in sin is actually bad for 
us. To live according to God's will is good for us, because humanity was 
created to live according to God's will. Living according to God's will 
every moment of every day would be paradise not only for us, but also 
for those in our lives. 

Jesus came to forgive our sins and to give us eternal life in heaven, 
but He came to do so much more. He came to free us from the grip of 
sin so that we can live in the goodness of God's love. So His death and 

resurrection isn't just the solution for the end of our earthly lives, it's the means through which we can 
begin to live every day as God desires, which is much better than living as I desire.  

God desires us to live in His love and to love those in our lives His way. We're not created to be selfish, self-
centered, greedy, and unloving. That stuff kills. We're created to enjoy God's creation and to live life in His love. 
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Back to our original question … why should I live 
according to God's will now if He will just forgive me 
in the end-no matter what I've done? The best answer 
is always found in the Scriptures. 2 Corinthians 5:14-
15 says, "For the love of Christ controls us. He died for 
all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him who for their sake died and 
was raised." Now think about it, Paul here doesn't 
even mention heaven. He's talking about living, really 
living. Heaven is important, and eternal life is indeed 
a promise, but we shouldn't look at those things as 
separate from our present lives. Christianity isn't so 
much about trying just to get to heaven. It's about 
living as God created us, now and forever. If we should 
live however we want, will God still forgive us in the 
end? Faith in Christ would say that misses the point. 
Living your way, living sinfully, that's what destroys. 
Living in Christ means we get to live His way for others 
… the way He loves us. There is joy in that way of life, 
now and forever, and so knowing that, the question 
really is: why would you want to live any other way? 

That’s the View from Here …  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

News on Bible Studies. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT STUDY IS ON 
HIATUS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 17! 

The dog days of summer are upon us and our 
weekends are filled with days on the lake, at the 
beach, family reunions, BBQ’s with friends, and 

soaking up all the sun we can before 
Fall and Winter once again blanket our 
area.  Pastor will be “rerunning” Jesus 
– Lord or Legend when we resume our 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies. He hopes you’ll 
join him in the Luther Room at 11:00 beginning 
September 17. – Bring a friend along with your 
coffee! - Pastor 

Ladies Bible Study Group: 
Submitted by Monika Pfannes 

We’ll wind up our time with 
Naomi and Ruth this month and 
are choosing our next study.  
We invite any of the ladies of St. 
John who haven’t joined us, to come on in and 

see how God works in the lives of those who have 
journeyed before us, as well as how He works in 
our lives today. We will be meeting on August 10th 
and 24th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

News From the Branch –  
An Update from Monika Pfannes 
KIDZ CHURCH 

Mike Michaelson is heading up 
our Board of Christian 
Education for the coming year and is busy 
reviewing curriculum for the Sunday School.  
He is looking for “a few good (wo)men” to take 
on the rewarding job of sharing the Good News 
with our youth. Please consider getting involved 
in this aspect of ministry and making a 
difference in the lives of our children.  They’re 
out there, waiting for someone like you to show 
them how much God loves them. Many members 
notice how empty the classrooms are and how 
many of our kids don’t attend church, let’s 
start making a difference by getting involved 
in their lives so they know they matter to the 
church.  Everyone likes to spend time where 
they feel valued and wanted – our kids want to 
feel valued here!  We may be an older 
congregation, but that doesn’t mean we have 
nothing to give. 

Fall 2017 
Sunday 
School 
Programs 
begin September 17, 2017! 

News From . . .  
 The Outreach Team 
  The Team met on July 5 to finalize 
the details for the July 12th 
Community Dinner which featured 
hamburgers and hot dogs cooked to perfection by 
Grillmasters Pastor & Glen Bromm. 

Coming up August 6th  is the annual baseball 
outing to see the Loons play Fort Wayne at the 
Dow Diamond, and plans are in the works for 
SJLC’s 5th annual Family Fun Fest on September 
23. 

The next two Outreach meetings will be August 
2nd and September 6th beginning at 7:00pm. 
Please consider joining us in this mission work. 
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News From . . .  
Our Church Neighbors in 

Higgins Lake 
Received from Jan Augustine, St. James Church, Higgins Lake, MI. 

Continuing Comforters  
St. James & St. 

Hubert’s, MINISTRY OF 
CONSOLATION, offers 
grief support to family 
and friends of those 
who have died. Twice a 
year we have a six week 
series of grief sessions. 
We have one in the spring and one in the fall. 
Those who have gone through the sessions can, 
if they choose, join our follow-up group. They 
meet once a month. 

Our next session will begin early this time. 
They will start Tuesday, August 29, 2017 at 
4:30pm at St. Hubert Church and goes through 
October 3, 2017.  St. Hubert is located at 7612 
W. Higgins Lake Drive. 

If you choose to come, please call our office at 
989.821.5591(or contact Jan Augustine at 
989.366.5206) so we have sufficient materials. 

“When we open up and share our pain, we 
open ourselves to God’s healing love.” (Guideposts) 

News From . . .  
 Church Extension Fund 
E-mail received from by Paul Wills, Vice-President of Marketing for 
Church Extension Fund of the Michigan District LCMS 

  Building an emergency savings 
fund is the top goal of American 
Savers. Nearly a third of Savers 
today have chosen” emergency 
savings” as the first wealth 
building goal. A Church 
Extension Fund Extension Plus account is an 
investment that builds over time with automatic 
cash transfers (ACT) and earned interest. You can 
access funds easily in the case of an unexpected 
expense and keep from using a high-interest 
credit card. To learn more call Church Extension 
Fund at 800.242.3944 or visit them online at 
www.mi-cef.org.  

 

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Promises and Comfort 
August 2017 

Most of us have a love-hate 
relationship with promises. 

When someone makes a 
promise to us, it’s usually a 
wonderful, exciting thing. We have something to 
anticipate. Promises connect people, bonding 
them and bringing them closer together. 

Of course, promises can also take a turn for the 
worse. Those who make promises don’t always 
keep them. They fail to honor their word, resulting 
in disappointment and sadness. Broken promises 
can even tear people apart, driving a wedge 
where there wasn’t one before. 

With all that in mind, it’s tricky business to make 
– and keep – a promise. And yet, our Lord 
ventures into the promise-making business over 
and over again in Scripture, starting as early as 
Genesis when He first promised a Savior for 
Adam and Eve, who had fallen into sin. It was 
promised again to Abraham, when God told him 
that He would make a great nation out of the old 
man and his wife, Sarah. That promise of a Savior 
is woven all throughout Scripture as the one sure 
thing, and that Savior would be coming in the form 
of a child. 

And the Savior came. The promise was kept. 
Christ suffered, died, and rose again. But there’s 
just one more thing that comes along with that 
promise: before we rise again, we will suffer and 
die too. That leads God to make yet another 
promise: 

Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, 
you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from 
which you were dug. Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but 
one when I called him, that I might bless him and 
multiply him. For the LORD comforts Zion; He 
comforts all her waste places and makes her 
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. (Isaiah 

51:1-3) 

So now we have another promise too – our Lord 
will comfort us in our sorrows as we muddle 
through this life and look toward the promise of 
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eternal life with that very same Savior and with 
those who have gone before us. 

And sometimes it feels as though there are so 
many who have gone before us, even our own 
children. 

I keenly remember my pastor reading this very 
passage from Isaiah as he visited me at the 
hospital following the loss of my first unborn child. 
I would continue to come back to these verses 
during my next three losses, thankful that God 
promised comfort to me as He did to Zion, but still 
in anguish that He hadn’t promised me a child like 
He did to Abraham and Sarah. The comfort 
seemed more like a consolation prize than a 
promise. 

But our Lord did promise us a child, and He kept 
His word when He sent His very Word into the 
flesh, giving us true life and salvation. Through 
this fulfilled promise, He has bound us to Himself 
forever, and He won’t leave our side or take a 
break from comforting us through life’s toughest 
moments, no matter what. So we rely on that 
unbreakable promise, even in the midst of the 
losses of children or grandchildren, spouses or 
parents, siblings or other loved ones. You will find 
joy and gladness again. Because He promised. 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright 
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

News From The Mission Field … 

  
E-mail received from by Steve 
Mahlburg,  

Visas Approved – 

One Way Tickets 
Purchased –  

Oh give thanks to the 
Lord; call upon his 
name; make known his 
deeds among the 
peoples! (1 Chronicles 

16:8) 

Dear St. John Lutheran 

We are pleased to announce that God has seen 
fit to have our visas approved. The Lord has heard 
your prayers. Thank you for your prayers and 
financial support. You are an important part of our 
mission team. We thank God for you. The road so 
far has been long and winding, but we know that 

this was all part of the Lord’s plans. 
We will fly out Thursday, July 27, and will land 

in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Saturday, July 29. We 
will stay at the apartment of another missionary 
until we secure our own accommodations. The 
first things we will be doing are finding housing 
and signing our children up for school. 

News From The Outside . . .  
Article from Imprimis, A Publication of Hillsdale College, (May/June 

2017 · Vol 46, No. 5/6) written by Michael Goodwin. The following is 

adapted from a speech delivered on April 20, 2017, in Atlanta, Georgia, 

at a Hillsdale College National Leadership Seminar and presented in 2 

parts. 

The 2016 Election  

and the Demise of  

Journalistic 

Standards. 
I’ve been a journalist for a 

long time. Long enough to 
know that it wasn’t always like this. There was a 
time not so long ago when journalists were trusted 
and admired. We were generally seen as trying to 
report the news in a fair and straight-forward 
manner. Today, all that has changed. For that, we 
can blame the 2016 election or, more accurately, 
how some news organizations chose to cover it. 
Among the many firsts, last year’s election gave 
us the gobsmacking revelation most of the 
mainstream media puts both thumbs on the scale 
– that most of what you read, watch, and listen to 
is distorted by intentional bias and hostility. I have 
never seen anything like it. Not even close. 

It’s not exactly breaking news that most 
journalists lean left. I used to do that myself. I 
grew up at The New York Times, so I’m familiar 
with the species. For most of the media, bias grew 
out of the social revolution of the 1960s and ‘70s. 
Fueled by the civil rights and anti-Vietnam War 
movements, the media 
jumped on the anti-authority 
bandwagon writ large. The 
deal was sealed with 
Watergate, when 
journalism was viewed as 
more trusted than 
government – and far more 
exciting and glamorous. 
Think Robert Redford in All 
the President’s Men. Ever 
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since, young people became journalists because 
they wanted to be the next Woodward and 
Bernstein, find a Deep Throat, and bring down a 
president. Of course, most of them only wanted to 
bring down a Republican president. That’s 
because liberalism is baked into the journalism 
cake. 

During the years I spent teaching at the 
Columbia University School of Journalism, I often 
found myself telling my students that the job of the 
reported was “to comfort the afflicted and afflict 
the comfortable.” I’m not even sure where I first 
heard that line, but it still captures the way most 
journalists think about what they do. Translate the 
first part of that compassionate-sounding idea into 
the daily decisions about what 
makes news, and it is easy to 
fall into the habit of thinking 
that every person afflicted by 
something is entitled to help. 
Or, as liberals like to say, 
“Government is what we do 
together.” From there, it’s a 
short drive to the conclusion 
that every problem has a 
government solution. The rest 
of that journalistic thos – 
“afflict the comfortable” – 
leads to the knee-jerk support of endless taxation. 
Somebody has to pay for that government 
intervention the media loves to demand. In the 
same vein, and for the same reason, the average 
reporter will support every conceivable regulation 
as a way to equalize conditions for the poor. He 
will also give sympathetic coverage to groups like 
Occupy Wall Street and Black Lives Matter. 

A New Dimension 

I knew all of this about the media mindset going 
into the 2016 presidential campaign. But I was still 
shocked at what happened. This was not naïve 
liberalism run amok. This was a whole new 
approach to politics. No one in modern times had 
seen anything like it. As with grief, there were 
several stages. In the beginning, Donald Trump’s 
candidacy was treated as an outlandish publicity 
stunt, as though he wasn’t a serious candidate 
and should be treated as a circus act. But 
television executives quickly made a surprising 
discovery: the more they put Trump on the air, the 
higher their ratings climbed. Ratings are money. 
So news shows started devoting hours and hours 

simply to pointing the cameras at Trump and 
letting them run. 

As his rallies grew, the coverage grew, which 
made for an odd dynamic. The candidate nobody 
in the media took seriously was attracting the 
most people to his events and getting the most 
news coverage. Newspapers got in on the game 
too. Trump, unlike most of his opponents, was 
always available to the press, and could be 
counted on to say something outrageous or 
controversial that made a headline. He made 
news by being a spectacle. 

Despite the mockery of journalists and late-night 
comics, something extraordinary was happening. 
Trump was dominating a campaign none of the 

smart money thought he could win. 
And then, suddenly, he was winning. 
Only when the crowded Republican 
field began to thin and Trump kept 
racking up primary and caucus 
victories did the media’s tone grow 
more serious. 

One study estimated that Trump 
had received so much free airtime 
that if he had had to buy it, the price 
would have been $2 billion. The 
realization that they had helped 
Trump’s rise seemed to make many 

executives, producers, and journalists furious. By 
the time he secured the nomination and the 
general election rolled around, they were gunning 
for him. Only two people now had a chance to be 
president, and the overwhelming media 
consensus was that it could not be Donald Trump. 
They would make sure of that. The coverage of 
him grew so vicious and one-sided that last 
August I wrote a column on the unprecedented 
bias. Under the headline “American Journalism Is 
Collapsing Before Our Eyes,” I wrote that the so-
called cream of the media crop was “engaged in 
a naked display of partisanship” designed to bury 
Trump and elect Hillary Clinton. 

The evidence was on the front page, the back 
page, the culture 
pages, even the 
sports pages. It was 
at the top of the 
broadcast and at 
the bottom of the 
broadcast. Day in, 
day out, in every 
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media market in America, Trump was savaged 
like no other candidate in memory. We were 
watching the total collapse of standards, with 
fairness and balance tossed overboard. Every 
story was an opinion masquerading as news, 
and every opinion ran in the same direction – 
toward Clinton and away from Trump. 

For the most part, I blame The New York 
Times and The Washington Post for causing 
this breakdown. The two leading liberal 
newspapers were trying to top each other in the 
demonization of Trump and his supporters. They 
set the tone, and most of the rest of the media 
followed like lemmings. 

On one level, tougher scrutiny of Trump was 
clearly defensible. He had a controversial career 
and lifestyle, and he was seeking the presidency 
as his first job in government. He also provided 
lots of fuel with some of his outrageous words and 
deeds during the campaign. But from the 
beginning there was also a second element to the 

lopsided coverage. The New 
York Times has not endorsed a 
Republican for president since 
Dwight Eisenhower in 1956, 
meaning it would back a dead 
raccoon if it had a “D” after its 
name. Think of it – George 
McGovern over Richard Nixon? 
Jimmy Carter over Reagan? 

Any Democrat would do. And The Washington 
Post, which only started making editorial 
endorsements in the 1970s, has never once 
endorsed a Republican for president. 

But again, I want to emphasize that 2016 had 
those predictable elements plus a whole new 
dimension. This time, the papers dropped the 
pretense of fairness and jumped headlong into 
the tank for one candidate over the other. The 
Times media reporter began a story this way: 

If you’re a working journalist and you 
believe that Donald J. Trump is a 
demagogue playing to the nation’s worst 
racial and nationalist tendencies, that he 
cozies up to anti-American dictators and that 
he would be dangerous with control of the 
United States nuclear codes, how the heck 
are you supposed to cover him? 

I read that paragraph and I thought to myself, 
well, that’s actually an east question. If you feel 
that way about Trump, normal journalistic ethics 

would dictate that you shouldn’t cover him. You 
cannot be fair. And you shouldn’t be covering 
Hillary Clinton either, because you’ve already 

decided who should be 
president. Go cover 
sports or 
entertainment. Yet the 
Times media reporter 
rationalized the 
obvious bias he had 
just acknowledged, 

citing the view that Clinton was “normal” and 
Trump was not. 

I found the whole concept appalling. What 
happened to fairness? What happened to 
standards? I’ll tell you what happened to them. 

To be continued in the September issue of The 
Eagle ….. 

Michael Goodwin is the chief political columnist for The New York 
Post. He has a B.A. in English literature from Columbia College and has 
taught at the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. Before 
joining the Post in 2009, he was the political columnist for The New York 
Daily News, where he served as executive editor and editorial page 
editor and led its editorial board to a Pulitzer Prize. Prior to that, he 
worked for 16 years at The New York Times. Beginning as a clerk and 
rising to Cit Hall Bureau Chief. He is the coauthor of I, Koch and editor 
of New York Comes Back. 

 

August Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Aug 02 – Outreach Meeting 
Aug 03 – Elders Meeting 
Aug 05 – Hot Dog Fellowship at the Garden 
Aug 09 – Board of Directors Meeting 
Aug 10 – Ladies Bible Study 
Aug 21 – HL High School Blood Drive 
Aug 21 – August Newsletter Deadline 
Aug 22 – LWML Summer Bake Sale 
Aug 27 – Ladies Bible Study 

Those Who Serve...   
 

AN ARMED FORCES PRAYER – 
Please keep Sara Palmerton in 
your prayers as she has been 
deployed with the 101st Air Force Unit on July 12 
to Kuwait. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Thrusday:   

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Friday: 9:00am – 12:00pm 

 
Newsletter Items can be 

submitted by contacting the church 
office or by email and should be 
submitted by the 3rd Friday of each 
month. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. John Lutheran Church 

2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive 

Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

Phone: (989) 366-5164 
Fax: (989) 366-4420 
Email:   stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 
Website:  www.stjohnhl.com 
 
 

Reformation 500!  
LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL WAY TO 
CELEBRATE THIS YEAR’S REFORMATION? –
On Sunday, October 15, 2017, at the 
Breslin Center (MSU Campus, Lansing) will be 
the Michigan District-wide Worship Service 
Celebration, ”Here We Stand”. The 
festivities begin at 2:00pm with the Worship 
Service at 5:00pm. We have an opportunity 
to charter a 56-seat bus for that event at a 
cost of $23/per person. Tickets to the event 
are free but must be reserved in advance. A 
sign-up sheet is being posted by the water 
fountain. Seats must be prepaid. Please 
contact the Church Office if you are 
interested or have questions.  

 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/


V o l . 1 7 - 0 8                        A u g u s t  2 0 1 7          P a g e  | 8 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  



V o l . 1 7 - 0 8               A u g u s t  2 0 1 7        P a g e  | 9 
 

 
St. John Lutheran Church  

Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes of July 12, 2017 

Members Present:        Absent: 
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz    Jim Mueller-President 

   Treasurer – Jim French      
   Secretary – Monika Pfannes   
   Board of Christian Education – Mike Michaelson 
   Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism – Glen Bromm 
   Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens 

Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda 
   Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter 

Guests: Jerry Andrews, Louise Nagy 

Vice-President Jeff Krentz called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 

Pastor Winter opened the meeting with a reading from 2 Cor 12:1-10, devotion, and prayer. 

Secretary’s Report: After review, a motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Mike 
Michaelson, to accept the minutes of the June 14th Board Meeting as presented. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report –Jim French pointed out that contributions over the past year were down.  
However, our total expenses, while higher than income, were lower than the budgeted amount 
as well.  While we have not had to supplement our checking account with savings, we have not 
been able to purchase additional CDs either and this downward trend should be watched.  
Adjustments may need to be made for the 2018-2019 budget year. The transition from Erma to 
himself is going well.  Erma had done a fantastic job as our treasurer for 23 years.  A motion was 
made by Glen Bromm, second by Paul Reda, to accept the June 2017 Treasurer’s Report as 
presented. Motion carried.  

Monika Pfannes asked if we could take care of a business item before the Board Reports dealing 
with the Name Change voted on by the Church Body at the Annual Meeting.  Louise Nagy was 
present to notarize the required signatures on the form to be submitted to the State Licensing 
Board.  This item was completed. 

Board Reports: 

Board of Christian Education:  

VBS: Glen Bromm reported that Mike Michaelson is assuming the role of Chairman of Christian 
Education and helping with VBS taking place this week.  Glen also wanted to express his 
thanks to the adults, teens for their help; as well as the fantastic job done by volunteers on 
all the props and crafts.  Unfortunately, there are only 12 students enrolled in the VBS 
program.  One obstacle not foreseen was the impact Charlton Heston Academy’s year-round 
school schedule would have.  CHA started their summer school quarter this week as well and 
several youth from the congregation attend CHA. 

Mike Michaelson echo’d Glen that the VBS program is well put together.  Lori Tift’s work on 
preparation for the craft station, Mary Vest and the Puppet Ministry Crew, Pastor Winter – 
what a great experience.  Mike would like to encourage all board members to try & attend 
one day to see what’s happening. 

Board of Elders: Application for Membership by transfer for six (6) new members have been 
received and approved by the Board of Elders.  Accepted into membership are: Randy Booth, 
Hank & Debbie Kern, Terri Kinnunen, and Ron & Phyllis Tommas, all of St. Helen.  Dan Nagy 
has been assigned as their elder. 

Unusable Bibles: As discussed last month, the Elders returned to the earth by burial several 
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unusable Bibles the weekend of June 30.  They are receipt of another Bible that will need to 
be buried and will plan another ceremony in the future.  Marlin Shull mentioned the possibility 
of holding a church-wide campout at the property.  The Outreach Team has also discussed this 
and will explore it further in the future. 

Board of Evangelism:  
Community Meal: Glen Bromm reported that the evening’s Community Meal went well with 
73 persons in attendance.  There were several generational families, some who have attended 
services here.  There is a marked increase in mingling between members and non-member 
families.  This is a blessing to see. 

Becky Greger Memorial: Glen reported that planning should have been better for this event.  
Many members did not know this was taking place and felt slighted as the early service 
attendees received the standard coffee & donuts, while those attending second service 
received additional food items as part of the memorial.  If such a memorial occurs in the 
future, it is critical that all persons attending services that day received equal treatment; 
whether this is food or some other type of memorial item.  To limit any celebration or 
remembrance to only one service on Sunday causes division amongst members and should be 
avoided. 

Loon’s Ballgame Sign-up – Good response to date.  The group will be carpooling/ caravan-ing 
to the game that day. 

Board of Stewardship:  Erma Stevens pointed out that overall giving is down and members may 
need to be reached out to with a reminder that giving of tithes to the church on a regular 
basis, rather than only when in attendance, is important.  This “regular” flow of income helps 
cover the monthly operating costs of the church and budgeting is made easier than with spikes 
and dips in giving. 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported that one request for assistance was received this 
past month and the person was referred to Salvation Army. 

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull reported that there has been water in our basement since Spring.  
Gutters need to go up.  He does have an estimate of $780 without leaf guards for this.  Marlin 
also stated that the ground to the west of the building can’t accept any more water and the 
drainage field needs to be extended 25 feet.  Sergeant’s Septic of Houghton Lake is to come 
out and give an estimate to extend the French drain.  Marlin indicated that gutters should be 
added to the backside of the parsonage and also on the drive-thru of the church building.  
Currently the parsonage basement remains dry.  Erma Stevens made a motion, second by Peter 
Daellenbach, to have Marlin Shull contract the work to repair the water issue as needed. 
Motion carried. 

Pastor Winter: The Rev. Dr. Robert Kasper will be coming Tuesday, July 18, 2017, at 7:00pm to 
host a meeting regarding an Intentional Interim Minister.  Congregation Interest seems high 
and Pastor anticipates high attendance.  The meeting will be held in the sanctuary if 
attendance warrants. 

Old Business:  
 Policies & Procedures – Monika Pfannes handed out the Church Use Form with the wording 

revised removing the requirement of approval by the Board of Directors.  The new form 
reflects the form is to be submitted to and approved by the Head Trustee.  Discussion followed 
regarding including the Church Property at Reserve Road on this form.  A motion was made by 
Mike Michaelson, second by Jim French, to approve the wording as presented with the addition 
of the Reserve Road Property.  Motion carried. 

 Retirement Party – Monika reported that the Invitations/RSVP cards will be mailed this week.  
All other aspects are moving forward. 

 Church Property Use – Peter Daellenbach stated that there has been discussion in the past 
regarding expanding the use of the Reserve Road property and exploring the possibility of 
building additional facilities there.  In order to do so a PERK test would be required.  Glen 
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Bromm indicated he knows someone who is willing to come out to the property and supervise 
an exploratory perk test with us doing the manual labor to see if we would pass an official 
test for that site.  

New Business:  
 Board of Directors List – Monika will place a current Board of Directors Roster in each board 

member’s box. 
 Library – Monika brought up the need for a new librarian as Mona Previch is unable to continue.  

After discussion, a notice to be placed in the bulletin and Erma Stevens will help to place a 
congregational member in that position. 

 New Consumer Energy Easement – Consumer’s has forwarded a new permanent right-of- way 
easement for the Reserve Road property.  Marlin Shull will have the wording of the easement 
reviewed by Jim Leedy, who works for Consumers, for clarification.  A motion was made by 
Erma Stevens, second by Paul Reda, to approve Jim Mueller and Marlin Shull as authorized 
signees of the easement when the wording has been reviewed and approved. Motion carried. 

 Annual Key Audit – Monika has the audit form prepared and will work on reviewing and having 
the form signed by all key holders as outlined in the Church Policies & Procedures. 

Correspondence: A thank you note was received from the Latino Mission Society for the second 
donation sent.  A request to sponsor a hole at the upcoming Golf Scramble was read from Artesia 
Youth Park.  Objection to sponsoring a hole was raised, but supporting AYP with a $100 donation 
was discussed.  A motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Paul Reda, to donate $100 to Artesia 
Youth Park to support their ongoing programs. Motion carried.  

Pastor Winter closed the meeting with prayer at 8:20pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Monika Pfannes 

Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting 
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