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SUNDAY .. DECEMBER 16 ..9:15am
Special Voters Meeting to extend Pastor Voll’s call monthly until the installation of our new Pastor.
SUNDAY .. DECEMBER 23 ..9:30am .. ONE SERVICE ONLY
Lord willing, some very special things will be happening on Sunday, December 23. First, our 2 services will
be combined into One Service at 9:30 am with Holy Communion. There will be special music by our Kidz
Church children, the Holiday Choir, and the Praise Team. New members will be received by adult
confirmation and baptism. Following the service, there will be a brunch in the fellowship hall and we invite
everyone to stay and welcome our new members! After brunch, around noon, everyone is invited to join in
as we go Christmas Caroling to some of the homebound members of our Congregation. Come and join our
worship of Jesus, our Savior!
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From the Pastor’s Desk…

“But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son” (Galatians 4:4)
Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus.
What is often called “The Giving Season” is quickly approaching. People will
search the internet and scurry through stores and spend and shop for gifts to give
their loved ones. This is a fine custom. Have you ever wondered how it all got
started?
“Christmas giving” began when people wanted to share the joy that they knew
because of God’s gift of His Son. Because God had opened heaven to send His Son,
people who had received the free and undeserved gift of forgiveness and eternal
life through Christ wanted to share that joy and love with others. This is also, by the
way, why St. Nicholas did what he did!
Please take a moment to consider just how and what it was that God gave in
Christ. God gave, not to His relatives and friends, or to those who had been nice,
not naughty, but to those whom sin had made His enemies. “While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8.)” God did not give to the deserving, or to
those who could give back to Him in return. Secondly, God gave His all, His whole
self, what He loved most, His sinless Son, to come to earth, die for us, and then
conquer death to open a way for us to be forgiven and freed to live forever in
heaven. How far God’s giving exceeds our attempts to be generous!
It’s a season of giving, and that’s great! But please remember that it’s not our
giving that makes Christmas, it’s God’s giving of His Son that we celebrate. Whether
we give or receive a lot of gifts, it’s still a “great Christmas” when we remember
God’s gift to us. That’s what we’re celebrating, and that’s what moves us to be
generous, not just to friends and relatives and those who can repay us with a gift,
but to those who need our love and support. It’s also what moves us to come to
worship and receive His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation!
May the Lord bless our celebration of the gift of Jesus’ God’s Son!
In Him,
Pastor Ted Voll
Intentional Interim

2019 Offering Envelopes will be
placed in your church mailbox this
month. PLEASE do not use your new
Offering Envelopes until January!
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Opportunities to share the Word –
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study

Meets in the Luther Room at 11:00 Sunday
mornings and is led by Pastor Voll.

Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study

Page |3

Outreach Team –
Submitted by Carolyn Wood

There will be NO Outreach
meeting during the month of
December.
Meetings
will
resume in the new year taking
place the first Wednesday evening of each
month. The next Community Meal, a Pancake
Supper, will be held January 9, 2019
beginning at 5:00pm.

Meets in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00am and is
led by Pastor Voll. This small group is a great
opportunity to ask questions and spend time in
The Word.

Board of Evangelism –

Ladies Bible Study Group Meets the 2nd

We spend a lot of time working to fill things
that are empty. People who don’t know our
Lord try to fill their lives and hearts with things
rather than His love, and we continue to try to
help them find the real truth. It is my privilege
to serve as your Evangelism Board member,
and part of the Outreach Team. We work
especially hard at this time of year to help fill
those needs.
Our Community meal in
November was wonderful!
Everyone enjoyed a delicious
meal of turkey ala king, and
for the first time, when I got
a break and went to eat my dinner, all the
seats were full! Such a great “problem”! Those
who came in with empty tummies went out
with them full – and a lot of carry-out meals to
help fill the next day’s dinner plans. A pancake
supper is already planned for January 9, 2019 –
come join us!
Sharon Meinecke and I received a Thrivent
grant and went
shopping – we
filled the empty
refrigerators for
several families! It’s hard for us to remember
that, while we have so much, there are others
with empty refrigerators. Hopefully, the food
filled their tables on Thanksgiving and even
created leftovers for the next few days.
And the Sharing Tree … again, we
have no idea how some people are
forced to live because their wallets
are empty. Your generosity – and
you are the most generous congregation I have

and 4th Thursday evenings and will
resume after the holidays on January
10, 2019. Our new study, Altogether
Beautiful, is an in-depth Bible-based
study on the Song of Songs. All ladies
are welcome to join us!

Kidz Church Sunday School

Meets in the Education Wing
during the 9:30 Divine Service
begins at 9:45am. As this year’s
Christmas offering, the children
will be participating during the Divine Service on
December 16.

Puppet Ministry

Our puppets will be presenting a
special Christmas play, “Christmas
on Red Rock Ridge” at both
services on December 16. Come
and hear the Christmas Gospel presented in
such a joy-filled way!

LUTHERAN WITNESS RENEWAL TIME It's that time of year again
for anyone who wishes to
receive the Lutheran Witness
magazine to let the office know.
Subscriptions are $11.60/yr if paid
before Dec. 15, $13.60/yr after that
date

Submitted by Jane Radulski

Gas tank … wallet … refrigerator…
Empty or full?
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ever seen! – plus a Thrivent grant, FILLED my
truck to overflowing several times! Now all
those gifts can fill the lives of the people we
are trying to reach.
It must be hard for people
to feel Christ’s love when
tummies and homes are
empty. Now that we have
made a start at filling those
needs, we can work on
sharing His love to truly fill their lives!
Thank you for all you have given. ~Jane

Other Church News…
Devotions Anyone? …
Submitted by Gloria Owaski

The church library has a
large
collection
of
devotional books including
10
that
are
daily
devotionals. These books
can be taken home for all of 2019. Beginning the
first week of December the books will be placed
in the Parish Hall in easy access for you to look
at and take home. The daily devotionals are:
Abundant Gifts
A Daybook of Grace-Filled
Devotions, by Diane Eble, 1999.
Christ in Our Home volume II, 2005, Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans Publication.
Every Day with the Savior by Rudolph F.
Norden, large print 2004, Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans publication.
Feed My Lambs Devotions (or Bible Study) for
parents to share with children, by Henry T.
Vriesen, 1950.
God’s Purpose
A book of 365 Daily
Sermonettes for Home Worship by 366
Eminent Clergymen of the English
Speaking World, 1939.
Grace For The Moment Volume II, by Max
Lucado, 2006.
Luther’s Family Devotions Gathered from the
writings of Dr. Martin Luther, 1530, 1880,
1997 AD
Luther for the busy man Daily devotions from
Luther’s sermons on the Standard
Gospels, translated and compiled by P.D.
Pahl, 1974.
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My Utmost For His Highest
Chambers, 1935 (1963).

by Oswald

Together with Jesus by Richard E. Lauersdorf,
2003, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
publication.
The library also has a nice selection of easy
Christmas time novels and a few children’s
books for the Advent season. Take a few
minutes to browse what we have to offer and
then relax with a good book.

Those Who Serve...
Please submit names of those you
know who are currently serving
so we can include them in our
prayers during 2019
For Today's Families
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller

Happy Noise
December 2018

Children are loud.
There, I said it. Having
recently welcomed our third
child into our home, I’ve
noticed the noise level rise at least another
decibel. Sometimes that noise is crying or
whining, but most of the time – thankfully – it’s
happy noise. It’s singing, giggles, and chatter.
We welcome the happy noise. And slowly, my
husband and I are coming to terms with the
reality that children are just a bit louder than
adults, and that can be okay.
A similar thing happened to Jesus as He rode
triumphantly into Jerusalem. His biggest fans
just couldn’t contain themselves, and the result
was lots of joyful noise.
As He was drawing near – already on the
way down the Mount of Olives – the whole
multitude of His disciples began to rejoice
and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen, saying,
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name
of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the
crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your
disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these
were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
(Luke 19:37-40)
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We shouldn’t be surprised – our Lord had
performed miracles and taught truth unlike
anything these people had ever seen, so of
course they were shouting! This happy noise full
of praise, honor, and worship was like nails on a
chalkboard to the Pharisees, because they were
used to their quiet, law-filled lives. This was a bit
too much Gospel for them.
Instead of rebuking His disciples, however,
Jesus declared to the Pharisees that there was
simply no way to quiet this praise. The joy of the
Gospel, of Jesus Himself, just is not a quiet
endeavor. The noise is going to happen.
We also see this taking place in our own
worship, don’t we? Children tend to make plenty
of happy noise during the Divine Service, and we
can’t help but encourage that. Let’s see it as joy,
wonder, and excitement rather than noise. Let’s
take a cue from our children and let the shoutworthy Gospel give answer to our quiet, lawfilled lives.
As we go about the business of helping our
children learn how we show reverence and
respect during worship, let’s help teach them
how to channel that energy and put their happy
noise to good use. Let’s give them the right
words to use and fill them up with the language
of Scripture and the liturgy. We can pour into
them the same phrases and vocabulary used by
the “multitude of His disciples” who were
praising Christ as He prepared for the most
important week in history.
At home, read books with young children that
explain the different happenings of the Divine
Service. Engage in morning or evening
devotions or Scripture readings with children of
all ages to load them up with God’s very words.
Of course, some of the happiest of all noise is in
the singing of the hymns, so why not teach a
new hymn at home once a week, perhaps one
that coordinates with the season of the Church
Year?
Before you know it, the children in your life will
proclaim – yes, noisily – the truths of the Gospel
with words so eloquent that it will be music to
your ears. The quiet will be replaced with
overflowing joy that spills over from
their life to yours. And hey, if you can’t
beat ‘em, join ‘em.
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Praying for those in Mission

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri Lanka.
A current newsletter will be published when received.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan.

And also for all who are
serving in the military!
Not sure what to do with all those
manufacturer coupons?
Remember those
serving overseas! Soldiers and
their families are able to use
coupons up to 6 months after
the expiration date and
appreciate the savings! Just
put your coupons in the box
under the mailboxes!
Founded in 2009, Coupons To Troops was
created to help spread awareness that US
military families who are stationed overseas
can use coupons, up to 6 months
past their expiration date.
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A Note from …

Received from Kelly Remer, ARC Account Manager

Do Our Blood Drives Really
Make a Difference?

St. John Lutheran Church has been sponsoring
blood drives with the American Red Cross for
many years and for that we are eternally
grateful! From the volunteers who help set up
the hall, our blood drive coordinators and
donors, who make it all possible. We appreciate
all that this congregation and the community
does to help supply a safe and stable blood
supply, not only in your community but the
national blood supply. Records dating back to
2005 show that 3,923 pints of life saving
products have been collected at St. John
Lutheran Church! The true impact of this is that
each pint collected gets separated into three
products; platelets, plasma and red cells. By
donating you have the unique opportunity to
impact up to three lives by a single donation!
Your community has potentially touched
11,769 lives!
Your blood is needed more than you may
think. Every two seconds someone in the U.S.
needs blood. Giving blood is a selfless act. The
hour it takes to give the gift of life can mean a
lifetime to a patient with a serious medical need.
The blood drive held at St. John Lutheran has
collected over the years beyond 3,923 pints,
each one of those making a significant impact
on the lives of others.
Every day, patients throughout our community
and across the country rely on volunteer blood
donors when receiving medical care. Cancer
patients, trauma victims, organ transplant
recipients, premature babies, sickle cell disease
patients and others may need blood products.

Thank you for being part of
our Red Cross family and supporting
our life saving mission!
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Community Musical Events …
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Celebrating This Month…
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Serving During
Worship Services
ELDERS

Celebrating Anniversaries:
Dec 2 Fred & Kay Kleinert
Dec 15 Bill & Janet Wilton
Dec 22 Jim & Mona Previch
Dec 27 Jim & Karen Krupansky
Dec 28 Jim & Pat Zabel
Dec 29 George & Alice Mandley

8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy
4 Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer
th

46 yrs
56 yrs
62 yrs
38 yrs
55 yrs
51 yrs

9:30
Dec 2 –
Dec 9 –
Dec 16 –
Dec 23 –
Dec 30 –
Dec 5 –
Dec 12 –
Dec 19 –
Dec 24 –
Dec 25 –

Dec 2
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 8
Dec 12
Dec 15
Dec 17
Dec 18
Dec 19
Dec 21
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 29

Cooper Friend – 13 yrs
Ricky Joles
Gloria Owaski
Debra Tate
Nicole Outman
Erich Springer
Lynn Tate
Richard Mitchell
Ruth Serniuk
Amber Hawkins
Gerald Rzepka
Bill Schmidt
Aaron Palmerton
Nicholas Peer – 16 yrs
Carol Newman
Roxey Petras
Bill Jammer
Melinda Nagy
Dave Rickwalt
Josephine Wolf

Please remember we are in need of
Fellowship Hour Hosts & Hostesses.
Sign up on the sheet posted in the
kitchen. ~Thank You.

Scott Bockelman & Kirk Koupal
Erich Springer & Bob Tarvis
Bob Greger & Rick Joles
Scott Bockelman & Mike Mike
Rick Joles & Kirk Koupal
Midweek Services
Peter Dallenbach
Jim Leedy
Bill Serniuk
Christmas Eve Service
Dan Nagy & Bill Serniuk
Christmas Day Service

Dec 31 –

New Year’s Eve Service
Erich Springer & Bob Tarvis

Dec 2 –
Dec 9 –
Dec 16 –
Dec 23 –
Dec 30 –

READERS
Monika Pfannes
Sandra Arnold
Darleen Arnold
Sonya Springer
Lynn Tate

Dec 2 –
Dec 5 –
Dec 9 –
Dec 12 –
Dec 16 –
Dec 19 –
Dec 23 –
Dec 24 –
Dec 25 –
Dec 30 –

ORGANISTS
Jane Radulski
Carol Newman
Sandy Akin
Jane Radulski
Jane Radulski
Carol Newman
Sandy Akin
Jane Radulski
Sandy Akin
Carol Newman

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 14, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS:

ABSENT:

None Present

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:13pm
OPENING: Pastor Voll opened the meeting with a responsive devotion “The Month of Thanksgiving”.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: After review of the minutes from the October 10, 2018, Board of Directors

meeting, a motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the minutes as
presented. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim French reported that the Treasurer Report reflects several items paid
under Property Repairs – Trees were removed, 5600 sq. ft. of carpet cleaned in the church
building, furnaces were cleaned. After review of the October 2018 Treasurers Report, a motion
was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Jane Radulski, to accept the report as presented. Motion
carried. A motion was then made by Jeff Krentz, second by Erma Stevens, to approve
disbursement of Christmas Bonuses as done in 2017. Motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS:

Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson gave the following update:

Sunday School: The Christmas Program will be part of the December 16, Divine Service. No
other report.
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported the following:
New Member: The Board of Elders recommends that Leo Stack be reinstated as a member of
St. John Lutheran Church – Houghton Lake. Carried.
New Year’s Eve: The Elders are discussing holding a New Year’s Eve party again this year,
open to the congregation, and including a ceremony to properly dispose of any unusable Bibles.
Circuit Delegate: Pastor Voll announced that Peter Daellenbach will be the circuit delegate
to next year’s Synod Conference in Florida and Pastor Dent will be the circuit Pastor.
Board of Evangelism: Jane Radulski reported:
Sharing Tree: Items are already being donated and the first load has been delivered to St.
Vincents. They are so grateful for the generosity of our members.
Alternative Ed: The Alternative Education Department is in need of monetary donations to
purchase Gift Cards for their students. Discussion followed, and the money will be distributed
from the Local & Miscellaneous Charity line items. A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second
by Jeff Krentz, to donate $200 to the Alternative Education Department to purchase Christmas
Gift Cards. Motion carried.

Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens had no report.
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Board of Social Welfare: Sharon Meinecke reported that a request was received today from a

family for assistance with rent to avoid eviction. They are $836 in arrears, have $500 of their
own funds, and a promise from St. Vincent’s for $200 if they can raise the $136 left. A motion
was made by Sharon Meinecke, second by Jane Radulski, that a one-time gift in the amount
of $136, payable to the landlord, be made to make up the balance needed to avoid eviction.
Motion carried.

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated on the following:
Furnace: Tim Swales has begun installation of the first of two new units.
Plow Bids: Bids were received for this year’s plowing. Better Yards is again our best choice and
will plow the parking lot for the same price as last year. One change has been made to
their cost. When salt is used, the cost of the plowing will be higher as the cost of salt has
doubled from last year due to a shortage. Marlin reported that salt will be used at the
discretion of Better Yards and will be monitored by him.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Voll reported the following:
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018: Pastor will be off this Sunday and Mike Michaelson will cover for him.
There will be no communion at either service.
Extension of Interim Contract: A brief voter’s meeting needs to be held in order to extend
Pastor’s contract to serve as the Intentional Interim. Pastor presented the following
resolution:
Resolved - A Voter’s Meeting shall be held on December 16, 2018, at 9:15am, to
extend the call to Pastor Voll as Interim Pastor to St. John Luther Church
monthly until a new pastor is installed. A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second
by Erma Stevens, to accept the resolution as presented. Motion carried.

Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Jim Mueller reported an e-mail has been received that
indicated a call list should be received the first part of December. An invitation will be
extended to the Transition Team members, via e-mail, to attend meetings to review potential
candidates. Once the list is received, Jim Mueller will compose the e-mail and it will be sent
out by the Church Office. The Board of Directors has been asked to begin thinking of what day
& time during the week works best to hold these meetings, which may be lengthy. By
consensus, the Board of Directors will start holding call list review meetings the beginning of
January 2019.

OLD BUSINESS:

Parsonage – A letter has been sent to the renter, copy provided to each board member, enacting
Section 1(b) of the January 26, 2018 least agreement. This letter was reviewed by the board
and a motion was made by Jane Radulski, second by Jim French, to accept the October 24, 2018
letter formalizing Extension of the Lease on a month-to-month basis.

NEW BUSINESS: No New Business Items presented.
VISITOR REMARKS: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
MISCELLANEOUS: No report.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Sharon Meinecke, to adjourn the
meeting at 8:24 with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and the meeting was so closed.

Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

01
02
05
06
06
09
12
12
13
16
19
21
23

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Decorating the Church for Christmas
Advent Program – Candles Tell The Story
Midweek Advent Potluck & Worship Service
Ladies Aid / LWML Christmas Fellowship
Elders Meeting
Ladies Aid Bake Sale
Midweek Advent Supper & Worship Service
Board of Directors’ Meeting
Ladies Group Christmas Fellowship
Special Voters’ Meeting at 9:15am
Midweek Advent Supper & Worship Service
January Newsletter Deadline
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE with Children’s Program
Reception of New Members & Christmas Caroling
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service
Dec 25 – Christmas Day Worship Service
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship Service

MIDWEEK SERVICES …
Beginning Wednesday, December 5, 2018, we will be holding our Midweek Advent Services
preparing our hearts for Christmas. Our Advent Theme is “Songs of the Savior”. Bring
your family to this special worship time. These special midweek evenings will begin with a
Fellowship Supper at 5:30. See note above regarding menu! After supper we gather in the
sanctuary for special worship services created just for Advent.
Midweek Advent #1 – “Mary’s Song – the Magnificat”,
Midweek Advent #2 – “Zechariah’s Song – The Benedictus”,
Midweek Advent #3 – “Simeon’s Song – The Nunc Dimittis”,
Christmas Day – “The Angels’ Song – The Gloria in Excelsis”.

