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SUNDAY .. NOVEMBER 11 ..11:00am
The Congregation of St. John is invited to gather outside the
west end of the church for a brief service remembering the 100th
anniversary of the end of World War I. Our church bell will be
rung along with church bells through the United States. We will
thank God for all veterans and pray for peace. Please join us.

Happy
Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
with Holy Communion
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 at 7:00pm
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From the Pastor’s Desk…
Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your
faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:17-19)
Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus.
“Where are the other nine?” I confess to you that this is a tempting text for a Sermon.
It might be asked as you survey empty pews during worship, empty chairs during Bible
study, or vacant slots when volunteers are needed for a project at our Church .
Jesus asks this question after ten lepers
have been cured of this dreaded disease. All
ten of them had received complete healing for
their bodies. This gift restored their life and
social status (lepers were considered
“unclean”), and relieved the physical and
emotional pain that this malady had brought
upon them. No wonder Jesus might have
expected more than one of the ten to return
and thank Him!
We, too, have received a cure, not for leprosy, but for sin and death. It is 100 percent
effective. “The blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7). Working
through Word and Sacrament, God’s Holy Spirit has blessed us with His gift of faith.
This man returned to thank Jesus because he had received that gift. More than healing
for his body, he had also come to trust in Jesus as his God
and Savior. Jesus tells him, “Your faith has made you
well.” The Greek could actually be translated, “Your faith
has saved you.” Or “Your faith has made you whole.” Ten
people received physical healing that day, but only one
received the greatest gift, the gift of faith.
Our worship and our work is a grateful response to God because we know the cure in
Christ. When we gather to worship, we do so to receive His healing gifts of forgiveness,
life and salvation through His Word and Sacraments. We thank God for curing our souls
through the blessed Gospel. And we also talk and pray about our grateful response.
In Hebrews 10:24-26 we are told, “24And let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.” Let’s encourage one another by coming to receive God’s gifts in
worship and study of His Word!
Sincerely, in Jesus,
Pastor Ted Voll
Intentional Interim

Vol.18-11

November 2018

Opportunities to share the Word –
“Back To Basics!” Adult Bible Study
Meets in the Luther Room at 11:00 Sunday
mornings, this class will prepare any adult
wishing to become a member of our
Congregation and is also a great review for
existing members. Questions? Contact
Pastor Voll.

“Teaching” Adult Bible Study

A new study beginning November 1, 2018.
Meets in the Fellowship Hall 10:00am Thursdays

“Altogether Beautiful” Ladies Bible
Study Group Meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursday evenings. This study will
begin November 8 so there’s time to
join us! Watch the bulletin for meeting
dates throughout the Holiday Season.

Kidz Church Sunday School

Meets in the Education Wing
during the 9:30 Divine Service
begins at 9:45am. Between the ages
of 3-12? - Come join our wonderful
group of youth as they prepare for
a special Christmas program. See
additional Sunday School News on page 7.

Outreach Team –
Submitted by Jane Radulski

“Your greatness is not what
you have, but what you give.”
No, that is not original, but it
really applies today. I took our first load of
Sharing Tree gifts to St. Vincent this morning,
and you would not believe how grateful the
people are to get them! The woman in charge
of the Christmas room (where our gifts go) told
me about a local community member who was
a recipient of this program last year. She is a
senior citizen who is handicapped and in a
wheelchair. She came to receive her items,
being able to pick out something she needed
and became very noisy – yelling to the point
where staff were concerned she was having a
medical issue, perhaps a heart attack. When
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they questioned her she revealed that not once
in her WHOLE LIFE had she ever received a gift
– not a birthday present, not a
Christmas present – NOT ONE!!! She
was shouting because she was so
happy!
People like that wonderful lady
are why we give so generously to
the Sharing Tree. Thank you for all
you do! The Sharing Tree will be up through
November, please do what you can to bring joy
to the lives of those in our community less
fortunate than we – people who have so little
that one gift makes them shout with joy!
In addition to St. Vincent, our local
Lion’s Den has attached “Angel
Tree” tags for those who would like
to purchase specific items. Please
take a tag, purchase the item, return it –
unwrapped – with the tag attached. A
representative from Lion’s Den will be picking
up our donations on December 10.

Ladies Aid / LWML–
Submitted by Denise Reda

The Ladies Aid/LWML meeting
will be held Thursday, November 1,
2018, beginning at noon with a
lunch of Soup or Chili and dessert. Carla Ott from
River House Shelter in Grayling will be the guest
speaker. During the month of November we will
be holding an in-gathering of items that they are
in need of. Watch for a box to be placed under
the coat rack and a listing of needed items.
See minutes from our October meeting for
additional items our Ladies of St. John have been
up to and are planning.

Other Church News…
Choir Anyone? …
Submitted by Pastor Voll

With Thanksgiving, Advent,
and Christmas approaching
quickly, we would like to
organize a choir
to sing hymns
from our Lutheran Service Book,
and perhaps a praise song or two,
for our services. If you would like to
join us, please come to church on
Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm,
beginning November 7. Thank you!
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For Today's Families
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller

Where’s Your
Loyalty?
November 2018

Is loyalty a big deal in your
family? No, really, I’m asking. It seems in some
families, it’s everything; and in others, it’s not
uncommon for water to be thicker than blood.
In some cultures, it’s expected that family comes
before anything and everything else. In others,
friendships can easily be deemed more
important than family ties.
Then we have a strange story like that of
Ruth’s. Remember Ruth? She was the Moabite
woman who lost her husband and chose to
remain loyal and stay the course with her Jewish
ex-mother-in-law, Naomi (who had also lost her
husband), turning her back on her extended
family, her people, her country, her Moabite
gods, and essentially her life. What in the world?
Where’s her loyalty?
She sure left everyone behind. In that moment,
she wildly decreased the size of her family to
where she only had Naomi left. Her disloyalty to
her Moabite family would mean no respect, no
home, no security. So why did she do it?
Her loyalty, it seems, lay elsewhere. Perhaps
through the Word of God, shared with her by
her late husband, Ruth may have learned a little
something about this God of Israel that set Him
apart from the gods that the Moabite people
might have worshiped. Her loyalty to Naomi
speaks volumes about her
loyalty to her new God, all
to the exclusion of her old
life and old gods.
Ruth’s story ended well:
her family size didn’t
decrease
after
all—it
actually
increased.
By
rejecting what was evil and
false and clinging to what
was good and true, Ruth
got a family much bigger
than any biological family could be. She got the
family of God. Her faith made her whole and well
and the blessed recipient of all the mercy and
grace she could handle.
And that’s just the kind of faith and loyalty our
God requires. You see, in our family—our
spiritual family, that is—loyalty is kind of a big
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deal. Our Lord is a jealous God, and He wants all
of you. He has so much to give that He can’t get
every last bit of it to you if you’re still clinging to
your old life, your old people, and your old
home, the world.
For that reason, God sets us—and our
children—squarely in His family, the Church.
Have you ever heard of the Church referred to
as a mother? Well, we
are fiercely loyal, just
like Ruth, clinging to
our
mother
and
following her back to
her homeland. We
know that the God
and His people who
await us will be worth
the trouble.
Like Ruth, we care for others along the way. We
encourage our children to remain in the church,
we model service to neighbor by providing for
the needs of our church family as we’re able, and
we constantly remind our new brothers and
sisters in Christ that we are a family, one people,
with one God. Our loyalty lies there and
nowhere else.
So, is loyalty a big deal in your family? It should
be. And, by God’s grace, He’ll make sure it’s so.
Ruther couldn’t have remained loyal to Naomi—
to God—without the gift of faith, and the same
goes for us. We thank God for that gift that He
gave to our sister Ruth, and we know
that it is the same gift He gives to us.
Welcome home.
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Praying for those in Mission

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri Lanka.
A current newsletter will be published when received.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
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of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach
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Please remember we are in need of
Fellowship Hour Hosts & Hostesses.
Sign up on the sheet posted in the
kitchen. ~Thank You.

A Quick Note from Ken Ham
AnswersInsider, Vol 25 Iss 10

Which Race Gets to Heaven?
The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan.

And also for all who are
serving in the military!
Not sure what to do with all
those manufacturer coupons?
Remember
those
serving
overseas! Soldiers and their families are able
to use coupons up to 6 months after the
expiration date and appreciate the savings!
Just put your coupons in the box under the
mailboxes!

Founded in 2009, CouponsToTroops was created to
help spread awareness that US military families
who are stationed overseas can use coupons, up to 6
months past their expiration date.

Did you know God only
allows one race of human
beings into heaven?
Now, if I said that out in
the general public in today’s political climate, I’m
sure the statement would be regarded as racist!
But that’s because there’s so much
misinformation and incorrect understanding in
regard to the topic of race.
From a truly biblical worldview, all humans are
descendants of Adam, so biologically there’s
only one race. However, the Bible makes it clear
there are two spiritual races—the saved and the
unsaved.
Observational science, such as the Human
Genome Project, has confirmed that there’s only
one race of human beings. Also, the science of
genetics has helped us understand that there
are no truly black people and no truly white
people—all humans are basically the same
color, just differing shades of brown.
God’s Word makes it clear that only the saved
race will be in heaven – but the gift of salvation
is offered freely to all who will receive it, because
we’re all one race, one family, all equal before
God, and all sinners needing salvation!
We need to raise generations of kids who
understand race correctly.
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Celebrating This Month…
Serving During
Worship Services
ELDERS
Celebrating Anniversaries:
Nov 5 Jack & Carol Newman
Nov 6 Roger & Debbie Weiss
Roger & Susan Dolland
Nov 7
Gary & Eunice Malcho
Nov 14 Keith & Monika Pfannes
Nov 23 Richard & Lori Tift
Dick & Gail Kukuk
Nov 25
Frank & Louise Ticknor
Nov 27 Marlin & Arlene Shull
Nov 28 Frank & Barb Spiess

47 yrs
42 yrs
31 yrs
36 yrs
26 yrs
33 yrs
57 yrs
52 yrs
20 yrs

8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy

4th Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer

9:30
Nov 4 –
Nov 11 –
Nov 18 –
Nov 25 –

Kirk Koupal & Erich Springer
Dan Nagy & Bob Tarvis
Scott Bockelman & Bob Greger
Rick Joles & Bill Serniuk
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Nov 21
Peter Dallenbach
& Mike Michaelson

54 yrs

Nov 4 –
Nov 11 –
Nov 18 –
Nov 25 –

Having a Birthday this month:
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 7
Nov 8
Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 24
Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 29

Kathy Ruttkofsky
Karan Burke
Katherine Hines
Wilbert Hines
Anita Johnson
Dolores Knoll
John Sommer
Bonnie Balog
Chris Lauria
Ken Normile
Richard Lepper
John Wood
Pauline Stroh
Eleanor Rabideau
Joyce Barrow
Terry Grenell
Herb Ripke (96 yrs)
Olivia Nagy-Tyson (age 7)
Mable Galbraith
Margaret Graham
Logan Stogiera (age 10)
Colin Hamp (age 10)
Lynda Stender

READERS
Sonya Springer
Sandra Arnold
Darlene Arnold
Lynn Tate

ORGANISTS
Nov 4 – Carol Newman
Nov 11 – Sandy Akin
Nov 18 – Jane Radulski
Nov 21 Thanksgiving – Sandy Akin
Nov 25 – Carol Newman
PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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A Day at The Ark

Pictures by
Rick Radulski
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER10, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:
President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Peter Daellenbach
Treasurer – Jim French
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Mike Michaelson (sub)
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS:

Fred Kleinert

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:02pm
OPENING:

Pastor Voll opened the meeting with a responsive devotion “Servants of the King”.
October is Pastor Appreciation month and the Board then took a moment to recognize and thank
Pastor Voll for his service to St. John during this interim.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

After review of the minutes from the September 12, 2018, Board of
Directors meeting, a motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Sharon Meinecke, to accept
the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim French reported that the Treasurer Report reflects the new Chemical
Bank Certificate of Deposit as approved last month. After review of the September 2018
Treasurers Report, a motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the
report as presented. Motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS:
Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson gave the following update:
Sunday School: Good news regarding recruiting additional instructors – Paul & Denise Reda and
Kirk Koupal have all stepped forward to assist. A Saturday night Teen Group is still being
considered for the New Year.

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach is on vacation and Mike Michaelson reported the following
on behalf of the Elders:

Centershot: Mike deferred to our guest, Fred Kleinert, to update the board. Fred attended
the last Elder meeting regarding Centershot and how this program can benefit the church.
Centershot is a faith-based archery program that St. John started 5 years ago. The program
grew with families getting involved which is one of its main functions – creating a faith-based
activity for the entire family. The program continues to be of interest in the community with
the Methodist Church group still active. Centershot is active nationwide and has an annual
competition held in Kentucky that draws thousands of archers each year. Fred recommended
that we start this program again when the new Pastor is called. Fred requested that the board
consider how best to promote the program so new volunteer instructors are recruited. Fred
will train any new instructors and help oversee the program but does not wish to be the sole
leader. The Board of Directors has given Fred and Centershot their full support.
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Visitor/Advertising: The Elders are also discussing options pertaining how best to have
members “advertise” their affiliation with St. John (i.e. – license plate frame) and also how
we can help our current membership welcome visitors that attend service – “I don’t think
we’ve met” instead of “Are you visiting?”.

Board of Evangelism: Jane Radulski reported:
Fun Fest: It was a terrific day with 100+ visitors attending and no problems. The weather
was beautiful, and all the volunteers had a great time.

Community Meal: Next Community Meal will be held November 14.
Lion’s Den: A new outreach program in Houghton Lake. They are looking for assistance with
an Angel Tree for this year and will be sending a list of items soon.

Sharing Tree: The sharing tree is up, and a list of items has been published in the Newsletter
and weekly News & Notes.

Thanksgiving Baskets: Currently have only a couple names. Judy Winter secured a Thrivent
Dollars card for this Outreach project, and Jane is doing the same. Please send some names!

Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens had no report.
Board of Social Welfare: Sharon Meinecke reported that no requests were received during the
past month. She has checked with local gas stations regarding purchasing gas cards that could
be used only for gas and not in-store purchases. The local stations are not able to limit
purchases with a gift card to gas only. Jeff Krentz has volunteered to be available to take
someone seeking help with emergency gas to a local station and then submit the receipt for
reimbursement.

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated on the following:
Trees: All trees are down. Dan Nagy came and took down the remaining trees. A thank you will
be placed in the bulletin from the Trustees to Dan.
Water Filter: Installed and working great. No odor in the water.
Furnace: Tim Swales has begun tear down of the existing system.
Sprinklers: We are scheduled to have the system winterized in the next couple weeks.
Doors: The doors at the west end of the Fellowship Hall have been repaired.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Voll reported the following:
New Pastor: We are entering the final phase of the interim process and starting to look ahead
toward a new pastor.
Visitors: Echoing the earlier report from the Elders, Pastor Voll stated that Christians have a
genuine interest in people. Sometimes our phrasing is wrong. Rather than ask someone you
don’t recognize, “Are you visiting?”, introduce yourself instead. Sharing of the Peace is a
great time to do this.
Resolutions: Pastor Voll proposed the following resolutions for consideration:
#1 – Resolved, that Mr. Peter Daellenbach is elected to be the lay delegate to the
Circuit 4 (Gladwin) forum to be held on October 15, 2018. Motion was made by
Mike Michaelson, second by Jim French, to accept the resolution as presented. Motion
carried.
#2 – Resolved, that Mr. Peter Daellenbach is nominated to be the lay delegate to the
Convention of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, to be held July 20-25, 2019
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in Tampa, Florida. Motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Sharon Meinecke,
to accept the resolution as presented. Motion carried.

Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Pastor Voll reported Jason Mandley will notify Jim
Mueller when the call list from District is received.

OLD BUSINESS:
Carpets – Marlin Shull reported that carpets are scheduled to be cleaned October 18 th & 19th.

NEW BUSINESS:
Concordia Seminarian – Jim French has received correspondence about supporting a seminarian.
Jim French stated we have supported seminarians in the past, and he was looking for Board
direction. A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, that St. John Lutheran
Church send a one-time $500 donation to this program. Motion carried.
Mahlburg Thank You – Monika reported that a message had been left on the answering machine
thanking us for our continued support of the Mahlburgs. Jim French also reported receiving a
written thank you from Synod.
Church Office – Monika advised the Board that the church office will be closed the week of
October 15 – 19 as she will be heading down to Missouri to visit family.
Printer – Monika presented a proposal prepared by Dunn’s Business Solutions to replace the
current printer with an updated printer which will include a FAX and folding unit. The cost to
upgrade our equipment is equal to current costs but will include the following:
Service Contract Costs will not change during the life of the lease. Currently our lease includes
a 12% increase each year. The folding unit will eliminate the need to replace the Martin Yale
folder that quit back in January. A comparable replacement unit would be in excess of $2,000.
The cost per copy for both B&W and Color is also less with the new larger and faster machine.
Additional upgrades include faster output, FAX interface, Stapler/Finisher and Booklet Maker
unit. The remaining months of the current lease are also fulfilled. The service contract
guarantees a maximum 4-hour response time to any service call with a free loaner or off-site
completion of any project if repairs cannot be completed. This guarantees no delay in bulletin
or other printed material output. Due to the booklet capability of the upgraded machine, we
will be able to create and print all bulletin covers in-house (similar to the recent LWML Sunday)
eliminating the $1200 annual cost for pre-printed bulletin covers from CPH.
A motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Erma Stevens, to authorize leasing the
upgraded printer for the Church Office. Motion carried. A second motion was made by Jane
Radulski, second by Sharon Meinecke, to discontinue purchase of bulletin covers from Synod and
create them in-house. Motion carried.

VISITOR REMARKS: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
MISCELLANEOUS: No report.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Jeff Krentz to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 with the Lord’s
Prayer. Motion carried and the meeting was so closed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

01
03
06
07

–
–
–
–

Nov 08 –
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

11
12
13
14

–
–
–
–

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

21
22
23
25
27

–
–
–
–
–

Ladies Aid / LWML Meeting with Special Guest
Daylight Savings Time Fall Back 1 hour!
Election Day
Outreach Team Meeting
Choir for Holiday services
Ladies Bible Group Altogether Beautiful
Elders Meeting
Veterans Day Special Service at 11:00am
Red Cross Blood Drive
Wellspring PRIDE Training 12:30-8:30pm
Community Meal
Board of Directors Meeting
Thanksgiving Eve Service with Communion
Thanksgiving Day – Church Office Closed
“Black Friday” – Church Office Closed
No Kidz Church
Wellspring PRIDE Training 12:30-8:30pm
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