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SUNDAY .. OCTOBER 2 ..7:00pm!
On Tuesday, October 2, we welcome President Maier,
Pastor Johnson & Pastor Mandley as they explain and
answer questions regarding the next step toward calling a
new Pastor – the actual Call Process.
The meeting will take place in our sanctuary with light refreshments available.
God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present Help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)
This month we will celebrate the Reformation, remembering that on October 31,
1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 theses or statements on the door of the Church at
Wittenberg. His challenge of the non-Biblical
In This Issue
teachings of the Church of his time sparked a
Around the Church
return to the teachings of the Holy Scripture.
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and protect them. The Turks (Moslems) were threatening to
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invade Germany from the south.
For all of these things that made them afraid, the Church
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offered little solace, teaching primarily that God is an angry
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judge who must punish people for their sins. The only hope
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that was held out was that people could, by their good works,
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appease the wrath of God. This offered little hope to people who
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knew that they were sinners. Such teachings caused them to
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want to run away from God in fear.
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In his study of the Scriptures, Martin Luther re-discovered
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the truth that not only is God a righteous judge who must
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punish sin, He is also a loving Father who sent His Son Jesus
Christ to atone for our sins, so that we are forgiven of our sins
and can be sure of eternal life simply because of His grace, through faith. (See Ephesians 2:8-10).
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Based upon Psalm 46, Luther wrote a hymn
that we will sing this month, “A Mighty Fortress
is our God” It contains this verse:
“Though devils all the world should fill, all
eager to devour us;
We tremble not, we fear no ill, they shall not
overpower us.”
In times that trouble us, we can run for refuge
to the Cross of our Lord Jesus and know God’s
forgiveness and love. There we will discover
that we do not have to fear God, but we can come
to Him and receive His gracious forgiveness and
peace.
I pray that we will gather together often this
month at our Church, our place of refuge, to meet
with our victorious and loving God.
Sincerely, in Jesus,
Pastor Ted Voll, Intentional Interim Pastor

Opportunities to share
the Word –
“Back To Basics!” Adult Bible Study

Meets in the Luther Room at 11:00 Sunday
mornings, this class will prepare any adult
wishing to become a member of our
Congregation and is also a great review for
existing members. Questions? Contact Pastor
Voll.

“Revelation” Adult Bible Study

Meets in the Fellowship Hall 10:00am Thursdays

“Absolutely Beautiful” Ladies Bible
Study Group Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday
evenings. This study will begin late October so
there’s time to join us!

Kidz Church Sunday School

Meets in the Education Wing during the 9:30
Divine Service

Outreach Team –
Submitted by Jane Radulski

“Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow…”
This is the time of year that
we start looking forward to the holidays and
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thinking about sharing our many blessings with
others. The Outreach Team would like the
congregation’s help with two upcoming
projects:
1. Sharing Tree – We will be putting up our
Sharing Tree again. St. Vincent DePaul is
putting together their Christmas Room.
This is a room where those without the
means to provide Christmas items for their
families can go and get NEW things – and it
is our privilege to provide the items they
need!
The list we have received for this year is
quite specific:
SENIORS – St. Vincent has request no
clothing. They would like kitchen items,
small appliances, and blankets.
CHILDREN – St. Vincent is looking for
Junior High and older girl items. They are
all set for boys. Also, all types of items
for infants are needed. Just stroll
through the baby isle the next time you
visit the store…
Remember that the items do not have to
be high-ticket items. Color, style, size isn’t
important as they’ll find a home for every
item donated. Watch for sales – always the
best time to buy.
The staff at St. Vincent know how
generous our congregation is and truly
appreciate all you do for them! Take a
moment to look at the picture on top of
the mailboxes showing all those items
given last year. This is such a special way
to reach out to those in need this
Christmas! So start watching those sales
now … the Sharing Tree will be going up
soon!
2. We would like to share holiday meals with
others through gift baskets. We are asking
for your help collecting names of people in
our community who could use a help this
year. All names will be kept confidential.
Please turn in names to myself or the
Church Office.
FAMILY FUN FEST!! ..
See additional article further on in the
Newsletter! Thank you again to everyone who
turned out to help with this event! What a
great day!
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Lastly, I would like to give each of you
something to consider in the days and weeks to
come. So often when we are asked to give of
our time and effort, the immediate response is
that we are “too busy” or our schedules are
“too full.” Consider if Jesus had responded the
same way? Where would we all be today if He
had? The Outreach Team is always looking for
more hands and hearts. Meetings are held the
first Wednesday of each month. beginning at
7:00pm. We strive to keep these meetings
short, informal and fun! The Outreach Team is
a great way to get involved sharing all those
blessings!

Other Church News…
Did you know …
Submitted by Gloria Owaski

A MESSAGE FOR OUR
SNOWBIRDS FROM YOUR
CHURCH LIBRARY…
As you prepare to head toward
warmer climates, why not consider checking out
some books from our library to take along?
There are no “due dates” just write down your
name, the title of the book and the date it goes
home with you. When you get back in the spring,
bring the book back to church and make note of
the date on the same
sheet. No fuss – just
easy.
FUN FACT–We have
over
850
books
available!

For Today's Families
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller

A Peaceful and
Quiet Life?!
October 2018

There’s a lot going on out there.
While the world has never been an easy place to
live in, there are certainly times that seem more
distressing than others. Political and social
unrest, division, terrorism. It’s just no good. Even
people who typically thrive in a busy and
challenging world may fiind themselves ready
for some peace and quiet.
Meanwhile, inside the would-be sanctuary of
our homes, the report may not be much better.
Children remind us that they have their own
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(usually loud) opinions, we may be in the midst
of moving homes or transitioning to new jobs,
finances may be tight, and for some, it may feel
like Murphy’s Law is taking over. Seriously, can
we please get some peace and quiet in here?
It’s not strange or archaic to desire the
peaceful and quiet life. Yes, it sometimes seems
like peace and quiet cannot coexist in a home
with children, or in a world with sin for that
matter, but as it turns out, it’s what God desires
for us too.
He lays all the cards out for us in 1 Timothy. As
Paul shares,
First of all, then, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be
made for all people, for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
It sure sounds like “peaceful and quiet life” is
the goal here. Tack that onto “godly and
dignified” and there’s no question that this is the
ideal. But how is this possible when the world
and even our own households want to pull us in
the opposite directions?
The answer: prayer. The quiet and peaceful life
is generated by prayer.
First, prayer refocuses and centers us. Since we
live the bulk of our lives outside of prayer,
staying busy and preoccupied with demands a
dozen, we all too quickly forget about God, who
we are, what we are to be and do, and even what
Christ has done for the world, us, and others.
Prayer brings us back. As we speak to God, and
He to us, our attention is once again focused on
the true center of our lives, the Gospel. We bring
our cares to our Lord and relinquish them. Hello,
peace.
Second, when we pray, we speak with God not
only about ourselves, but also about our families
and communities. It’s a priestly work! When we
intercede for others, we mediate between God
and them, and them and God. We drop them at
His feet and know that He has their best
interests at heart, and He will provide for their
needs. He will give them His peace in due time.
Finally, prayer gives us an unmatched
opportunity to be at peace with our world and
all of the craziness that’s in it. Not only does God
hear and answer His people when they pray for
governments and leaders and “kings and all who
are in high positions,” but He gifts us with the
peace and quiet that comes only when we serve
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our neighbor and world through prayer. It is
difficult to hate or be upset with someone (or
harbor ill will for those in authority) when we
have just prayed for them. Prayer brings peace.
So put your hands together – the
peaceful and quiet life is, well, at hand!
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Just put your coupons in the box under the
mailboxes!

Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Praying for those in Mission

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri Lanka.
A current newsletter will be published when received.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

Founded in 2009, CouponsToTroops was created to
help spread awareness that US military families
who are stationed overseas can use coupons, up to 6
months past their expiration date.

Volunteers Needed. . .
Submitted by Elsa Hatt.

St Vincent dePaul is in need of
volunteers. Did you know that St.
Vincent is a non-denominational organization?
They provide pleasant working conditions,
great fellowship and that wonderful feeling of
helping people in our community in need.
Interested? Contact Elsa Hatt (989-202-4999)

The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan.

And also for all who are
serving in the military!
Not sure what to do with all
those manufacturer coupons?
Remember
those
serving
overseas! Soldiers and their families are able
to use coupons up to 6 months after the
expiration date and appreciate the savings!

Worship Available Over the Net. . .
Submitted by Anita Johnson.

Worship Anew – This is a 30
minute Lutheran Broadcast
Worship Service produced by
Lutheran Ministries Media,
Inc., Fort Wayne Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN. Each service includes
music, scripture reading, prayers, and a
message delivered by a pastor. Weekly
programs are available online at: Worship
Anew, and are also broadcast on the TCT
Channel.
Please remember we are in need of Fellowship
Hour Hosts & Hostesses. Sign up on the sheet
posted in the kitchen. ~Thank You.
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Another Family Fun Fest is
Finished!
Submitted by Jane Radulski – Pictures taken by Rick Radulski

God blessed us with a perfect day – pure blue
sky and mild temperatures – and so many
people came and enjoyed all the fun! We had 35
adult guests and 47 children!!
The bounce house, pumpkin painting, giant
bubbles, archer, games – and terrific songs by
the Puppets – were enjoyed by all who were
there (including the volunteers!). One young boy
was heard to say he wanted to puppets to
“dance” some more!
In addition to the activities, everyone enjoyed
the wonderful food – hot dogs, popcorn, donuts
and cider. All items that fit right into the festivities
and this wonderful time of year!
The Outreach Team would like to thank
everyone who came and worked to make this
day such a success. There were so many of you
that trying to name you all here and not miss
someone is impossible. If you are one of these
wonderful people, please know how much you
are appreciated!
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Celebrating This Month…

Celebrating Anniversaries:
Gary & Sandy Akin
Oct 2 Art & Kathryn Ketelhut
Ray & Connie Stringer
Oct 4 Larry & Pam Meier
Oct 5 Scott & Susan Bockelman
Oct 6 Peter & Cheryl Daellenbach
Oct 9 Harry & Rosalie Todd
Dennis & Connie Dusseau
Oct 10
Russ & Carol Nieman
Oct 11 Jim & Bekky Leedy
Jason & Samara Hartman
Oct 12
Murlan & Helen Miller
Oct 14 Randy & Robyn Seymour
Oct 17 Dave & Joan Morley
Oct 19 Kirk & Amy Koupal
Oct 23 Gerald & Kathryn Timmins
Oct 27 Wilbert & Katherine Hines
Oct 29 Dan & Louise Nagy

Having a Birthday this month:
Oct 4
Oct 6
Oct 7
Oct 10
Oct 12
Oct 15
Oct 17
Oct 18
Oct 19

Murlan Miller
Peter Daellenbach
Lana French
Richard Tift
Monika Pfannes
Chad Hamina
Elsa Hatt
Matt Stogiera
Kelsey Bockelman
John Sanker
Pat Zabel
Terri Kinnunen
Bob Greger
John Marschner
Darleen Arnold

59 yrs
5 yrs
53 yrs
49 yrs
33 yrs
34 yrs
36 yrs
10 yrs
31 yrs
32 yrs
5 yrs
60 yrs

Oct 20
Oct 22
Oct 23
Oct 24
Oct 26
Oct 28
Oct 30
Oct 31

Ben Hamina – 12 yrs
Marilyn Jarvi
Jim Leedy
Pat Krentz
Jim Arnold
Charlie MacKenzie
Lori Tift
Anthony Burtis
Nathan Peer
Sonna Steiss
Karen Payne
Janet Wilton
Melanie Hamina
George Petras

Serving During
Worship Services
ELDERS

46 yrs
38 yrs
27 yrs
47 yrs
67 yrs
38 yrs

8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy

4th Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer

9:30
Oct 7 –
Oct 14 –
Oct 21 –
Oct 28 –

Kirk Koupal & Bob Tarvis
Scott Bockelman & Bob Greger
Rick Joles & Dan Nagy
Mike Michaelson & Bill Serniuk

Oct 7 –
Oct 14 –
Oct 21 –
Oct 28 –

READERS
Sonya Springer
Sandra Arnold
Monika Pfannes
Lynn Tate

ORGANISTS
Oct 7 – Sandy Akin
Oct 14 – Jane Radulski
Oct 21 – Sandy Akin
Oct 28 – Carol Newman
PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:

President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Treasurer – Jim French
Board of Christian Ed – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Jane Radulski
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS:

ABSENT:
Sharon Meinecke

None

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:09pm
OPENING: Pastor Voll opened the meeting with a responsive devotion “You Are My Disciples

–
Listening and Learning”. Disciples are lifelong learners, and leaders are in a unique position to
set examples of continued lifelong learning.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: After review of the minutes from the August 8, 2018, Board of Directors
meeting, a motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the minutes
as presented. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: After review of the August 2018 Treasurers Report, a motion was made
by Mike Michaelson, second by Marlin Shull, to accept the report as presented. Motion carried.

BOARD REPORTS:

Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson gave the following update:
Sunday School: Still need instructors for Sunday School. Mike will be contacting prospective
teachers to see if he can recruit additional people. Results of the survey were mixed, with
the families of younger students preferring 9:45. Teens desired the Saturday evening slot,
and discussion of forming a Youth Group for Saturday nights will be explored over the next
couple of months with a target date of January 2019. Centershot is on hold.
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported he will be absent for the October meeting and will
appoint another Elder to sit in.
Board of Evangelism: Jane Radulski reported:
Loons Game: 18 people attended the Loons Game in August.
Community Meal: Tonight’s Taco served 70 people, which was fantastic.
Family Fun Fest: The Fun Fest will take place this Saturday from 11:00am – 4:00pm and they
are still in need of volunteers to help.
Thanksgiving Baskets: Outreach would like to put together food baskets for Thanksgiving
and will be exploring cost and how many.
Visitor Gift?: Outreach is looking into, and wondering if giving out some type of small gift to
visitors would fall under another board responsibilities. Jane brought a church magnet with
the name of a church on it as a sample. Further discussion will take place.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens had no report.
Board of Social Welfare: As Sharon Meinecke is out of state, Monika reported that there have
been 4 requests for assistance. 2 Food Cards were given out, and assistance for hook-up of gas
line for a furnace, $100, was given. Monika then reported that a request for assistance with
weekly housing cost has been received. As Sharon is currently unavailable, Monika asked for
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Board discussion on how to proceed. After discussion a motion was made by Jeff Krentz,
second by Jane Radulski, to pay $200 directly to the landlord. Motion carried.
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated on the following:
Basement:.Sprinklers continue to work well and no water is in the basement.
Trees: Consumers came today and finished cutting down the tree at the northeast corner of
the property. Marlin will now call and schedule removal of the rest of the trees as
previously voted on.
Kitchen Cabinets: Cabinets have been installed. Nice job done by Kirk Koupal & Paul Reda.
Water Filter:.Installed and working great. No odor in the water.
Furnace: Tim Swales should be installing the new units soon as the weather is cooling and air
conditioning should not be needed while installation takes place.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Voll reported the following:
Appreciation: Concern has been expressed regarding setting a precedent of acknowledging
volunteers for service. No one volunteers with the express purpose of being recognized for
their service. In the interest of acknowledging all volunteers, and not overlooking anyone,
it may be a good approach to hold a Volunteer Festival coordinated by the Board of
Directors. A small appreciation gift could be given to all volunteers as it is the volunteers
of the congregation that make the job of the Board of Directors easier. This could be a
Sunday devoted to acknowledging current volunteers and giving others an opportunity to
sign-up or express interest in volunteering for various opportunities in the church. A form
could be available and then the Board would be responsible to follow-up with those
members who would like to help.
Communion Assistants: Rick Joles & Dan Nagy are ready to become Communion Assistants and
have been very well received by our shut-ins. Pastor Voll will perform a commission
ceremony at the next Elder Meeting. Rick & Dan will then be able to perform in-home visits
with communion on their own as well as accompanying Pastor Voll.
Confirmation: Pastor has two (2) 7th grade students and two (2) adults currently receiving
instruction to become members. Adult Confirmation will take place in December.

Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Pastor Voll reported the following:
Next meeting: This Saturday, September 16, will be the meeting led by Pastor Johnson to
review the survey and self-study. He will also answer questions. After this weekend,
another meeting, “A Meeting with President Maier” is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday,
October 2. Pastor Voll will be in contact with Pastor Johnson to confirm this date.
Call Process: Several pastoral nominations from members have been received. Pastor Voll
confirmed that any nominations must be submitted on a “Candidate Information Form for
Consideration for the Call List for St. John Lutheran Church – Houghton Lake.” He has
distributed these forms to those members who have submitted names. In view of this
additional information, it is recommended that the deadline for submission of names be
extended. After discussion, the new deadline will be October 1, 2018.

OLD BUSINESS:

Thank You – The thank for service acknowledgment for Dale has been obtained. Dale is hoping
to attend service on September 23. After discussion, the Board of Directors would like the Praise
Team to present this token to Dale during their private preparation time before service. If Dale
is unable to attend worship, it is desired that presentation of the gift be handled by Pastor Bill
& Judy Winter.
Parsonage – The lease on the parsonage expires October 31, 2018. After discussion, it was the
consensus of the board to allow the lease to become month-to-month as outlined under Section
1(b) of the existing agreement until a new Pastor is called. The new Pastor will be given the
opportunity to use the parsonage as his residence at which time the renter will be given the
appropriate notice to vacate as outlined in the lease, or if the new Pastor does not desire to
live in the parsonage, a new rental lease will be explored.
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Duplicator – Glen Bromm has been made aware that the duplicator is ready to be picked up. In
discussion with Monika, Glen said he would have his administrative staff contact her to arrange
a date to come down, learn the operation of the machine, and pick up the machine.

NEW BUSINESS:

Lion’s Club – A Church Use Permit has been completed and signed for the Annual Candy Bagging
Event for the Lion’s Club to be held in the Fellowship Hall October 29.
Carpet Cleaning – A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jim French, that Marlin Shull
and the Trustees make arrangements to have the church carpets cleaned. The extent of carpets
to be cleaned include the Fellowship Hall, Altar, Luther Room, and any other area determined
by the Trustees. Motion carried.
New Certificate of Deposit – Jim French suggested that we move money currently in the General
Fund Savings account into a Chemical Bank CD. Currently we are earning .0015% (approximately
$90/yr) in the existing account. By placing money into a 17-month CD the interest would
increase to 2.75%. A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Mike Michaelson, to invest
$75,000 from the General Fund Savings in a 2.75% Chemical Bank Special 17-month CD. Motion
carried. Copy of the minutes approving this transfer will be needed.

VISITOR REMARKS: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
MISCELLANEOUS: No report.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Jane Radulski, to adjourn
the meeting at 8:47 with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and the meeting was so closed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Monika Pfannes, Secretary
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Oct 02 – Rummage Sale Set-up
Call Meeting with President Maier at 7:00pm
Oct 03 – Outreach Team Meeting
Oct 04 – FALL RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
Elders Meeting
Oct 05 – Final date of Rummage Sale
Oct 07 – LWML Sunday
Oct 10 – Board Meeting
Oct 11 – Ladies Aid / LWML Meeting
Ladies Bible Study
Oct 25 – Ladies Bible Study
Oct 29 – Lion’s Club Halloween Candy Bagging

