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SUNDAY .. AUGUST 19 .. 2:00 pm .. AT THE GARDEN!
We will be holding our Annual Church Picnic this month out at the
Garden. The Walters will be grilling hot dogs and drinks will be
available. A Volunteer Sheet has been posted for help with tables,
games and clean-up. Everyone in the congregation is invited and we
are looking forward to sampling all the different “Dish-to-Pass” items that are brought.
So mark your calendars for the 19th!

“God and Groceries”
(The disciples had gone into town to buy food)

Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus.
Who could fault the disciples for what they
were doing? They were on the Lord’s
mission, travelling with Jesus through hostile
territory (Samaria), and were on their way for
the important task of buying groceries. After all, you have to
eat to live! What’s the problem?
The problem is that they are so focused on the mundane tasks
that life in this world requires that they forget that it is in these
tedious tasks that God gives opportunities to make an eternal
difference! You see, as they are making their way into town,
they are met by what should have been a sight for sore eyes,
someone who would draw their attention. A Samaritan woman
is coming to the well to draw water – at noon! Normally this
task would be done with the other ladies who come in the
morning, but not her! She is an outcast, someone whom the
local ladies would shun because of her loose living. (She has
had five husbands and is currently living with a man who is not
her husband). How she could be blessed by the truth that the
disciples have learned from Jesus! They have what she is
searching for in running from one relationship to another – true
love and acceptance from a heavenly Father through faith in
Jesus! But they are so focused on “doing the Lord’s work”
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(buying groceries) that the woman and the
disciples pass like two ships in the night and
an opportunity to help someone who is
hurting is missed.
Oh, they could make plenty of excuses!
Jews don’t have any dealing with Samaritans
(she’s not our kind!) And it would indeed be
forward for Jewish men to strike up a
conversation with a Samaritan woman.
(Their friendliness could be misconstrued.)
So, there they go, on their mission, and they
miss out on the Lord’s mission: to “seek and
save that which was lost”. (Luke 19:10)
Jesus uses none of these excuses. When
this reaches the well, He shocks her by asking
her for a drink. He was thirsty! You see, it’s
no sin to be hungry our thirsty, or to gratify
those appetites, that’s just living! But we dare
not let them blind us to opportunities to share
Jesus, the Bread of Life, the One who gives
“living water, which, when one tastes of it, he
will never be thirsty again. (John 4:13-14)”
Jesus offers that woman what she really
needs, living water which will wash away her
sins and renew her soul through His blood
which would be shed for her on the Cross.
God’s Holy Spirit goes to work on that
woman to create faith in her heart, and she
goes home freed and forgiven, telling the
people of the town, “Come, see a man who
told me all that I ever did.” (John 4:29) We
are told that “Many Samaritans from that
town believed in him because of the woman's
testimony” (John 4:39). That’s how God’s
Word works when we share it! It always
accomplishes what He intends! (See Isaiah
55:10-11)
Unfortunately, the disciples just don’t get
it! (Do we?) They return to Jesus with the
food and invite Him to eat. He refuses. “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.
. . My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to accomplish his work.” (John 4:3234)
Jesus is teaching an important lesson.
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There is more to life than food and drink. God
gave us a soul, and Jesus mission was to bring
forgiveness, life and salvation to our souls
through what He would accomplish by His
death for our sins and His glorious victory
over sin and death by His resurrection. That
salvation is the greatest gift God has given us.
A few chapters later in the Gospel of John
we read how Jesus fed 5,000 men and their
families with a little boy’s lunch. When the
disciples want to make feeding hungry folks
His mission, He tells them, “John 6: 27 Do
not work for the food that perishes, but for the
food that endures to eternal life, which the
Son of Man will give to you. For on him God
the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said
to him, “What must we do, to be doing the
works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them,
“This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.”
We all have to eat and drink and cook and
clean and work in order to live. And let’s
learn from the disciples that it is in these very
common tasks that God can give us
opportunities to share the gift of salvation
with the people He puts in our path. Martin
Luther called faith “a busy, living, active
thing”. It goes with us to the store, to our
neighborhood, to our job. May God’s Holy
Spirit open our eyes to opportunities to share
His Word and to confess His Name.
In Jesus,
Pastor Ted Voll

7:00 pm – Saturdays
8:00 – Blended
9:30 – Divine
Fellowship –Coffee &
Donuts after services!
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Ministry

Submitted by Pastor Voll

Interim Update: Thanks
to the fine work of our
Transition
Team,
the
self-study
and
congregational surveys have been completed.
The next step is that a visit will soon be
scheduled
with
President Maier of
the
Michigan
District, L.C.-M.S.,
where
he
will
explain
the
process of calling a
new Pastor.
Also, a meeting will be scheduled in
September where Pastor Randy Johnson, our
Congregational Ministry Facilitator, will share
the results of the congregation-wide survey.
Finally, the Board of Elders is preparing a
ministry description which summarizes the tasks
expected from a new Pastor. It will be published,
and the congregation will then have opportunity
to suggest names of qualified candidates to be
our new Pastor. When those names have been
submitted, the Congregation will receive a call
list from the District
and the process of
selecting
a
candidate to call will
begin.
This is an exciting
time in the life of the
Congregation. Pray
that the Lord of the
Church, through His
Spirit, will guide His
people and lead a
faithful shepherd to
St. John Lutheran!

News From the Branch –
An Update from Monika Pfannes

KIDZ CHURCH

Mike Michaelson is heading up
our
Board
of
Christian
Education for the coming year and is busy
reviewing curriculum for the Sunday School.
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He is looking for “a few good (wo)men” to take
on the rewarding job of sharing the Good
News with our youth. Please consider getting
involved in this aspect of ministry and making
a difference in the lives of our children.

Fall 2018
Sunday
School
Programs
begin September 16, 2018!
Outreach Team –
Here’s what’s happening
with the Outreach Team:
Community Meal – Our
next scheduled Community
Meal will be held Wednesday,
September 12. Come join us
as we serve the local
community! Bring a friend from your
neighborhood and share a meal with friends
you just haven’t met yet!

FAMILY FUN FEST!! .. COMING IN
SEPTEMBER Help! Help! Help!
In order to make this event
as successful as the past few
years, we are in need of
volunteers to help! The Annual
Family Fun Fest will be held
Saturday, September 22, from
11:00am – 4:00pm. Activities
will include a bounce house,
hay rides, pumpkin painting,
giant bubbles. The Puppet Ministry will be
there. Don’t forget to enjoy a Hot Dog! This
event is a chance for all
of us to help bring God’s
Word to those who may
not hear it, all while
having a great time!
Want to get more involved in working with
our community and actively living your
faith? The Outreach Team can always use a
few more hands and hearts. We meet the first
Wednesday evening of each month. beginning
at 7:00pm. Come and see what YOU can do to
bring our unchurched neighbors closer to God!.
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Other Church News…
For Today's Families

Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version©), copyright ©2001
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Sympathy for Martha
August 2018

It’s starting. Whether I like to admit it or not,
life with children is beginning to get … busy.
There’s a minivan to keep up now, dance classes
to attend, and schoolwork to keep after, and
now I’m making the transition of cooking for a
family of five instead of four.
It’s true – caring for families in the midst of the
rest of life’s whirlwind of duties can be
downright exhausting at times. If we don’t do
the dirty work, who will? Parents are tasked with
managing a household, and it doesn’t matter if
you work in an office or are home changing
diapers all day, keeping that household running
is a balancing act.
That may be why it feels like a slap in the face
to hear Jesus’ words to poor Martha, who is only
trying to keep up with life’s demands and be a
good hostess.
Now as they went on their way, Jesus
entered a village. And a woman named
Martha welcomed Him into her house. And
she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet and listened to His teaching. But
Martha was distracted with much serving.
And she went up to Him and said, “Lord, do
You not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But
the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha,
you are anxious and troubled about many
things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has
chosen the good portion, which will not be
taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)
If only Martha had been a bit lazier, like her
sister. If only she’d given the balancing act a
break.
But that’s just the trouble: her sister truly was
better at the balancing act. She knew when it
was time to work, play, or rest. And when Jesus
came into her presence, she knew that her
hostessing was on hiatus because the real host,
Christ, was taking over. Her Sabbath had arrived,
and now the most important part of her job was
to receive.
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How difficult is that for us? It’s easy as parents
to get caught up in life’s busyness and worry,
and it almost feels wrong to stop and sit back to
receive. We certainly have sympathy for Martha.
What she is doing is important. What we are
doing is important. All of us are simply trying to
live out our vocations faithfully, but the reality is
that part of that vocation includes just being
God’s child, called to sit at His feet and receive
His Word.
Enter Sundays. We may rush to get there, and
it may feel anything but restful, but being in
church is all part of the beautiful balancing act –
and without it, we are purely Martha and not an
ounce of Mary. In the Divine Service, Christ
enters as the true host, and His request is that
we simply receive. Enough with the business,
enough with the worry, it’s time to take a break.
While we’re at it, we’re modeling for our children
how to keep up that balance. While it may be a
party in the pew, it is good that they’re there.
They, and you, are still at the feet of Jesus,
hearing the Word and being reminded of the
Gospel promises, without which there is no life
to balance at all. So shuffle on over, Martha. The
dishes can wait.

Praying for those in Mission

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri Lanka.
See their current newsletter on page 14 this
newsletter.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach
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HERE’S YOUR CHANCE FOR THE
OFFICE TO GET IT RIGHT!
The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan. A tentative
date has been set for their next visit with us
the beginning of October. Look for updates in
your News & Notes.

And also for all who are
serving in the military!
Worship Available Over the Net. . .
Submitted by Anita Johnson.

Worship Anew – This is a
30
minute
Lutheran
Broadcast Worship Service
produced
by
Lutheran
Ministries Media, Inc., Fort
Wayne Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.
Each service includes music, scripture reading,
prayers, and a message delivered by a pastor.
Weekly programs are available online at:
Worship Anew, and are also broadcast on the
TCT Channel.

St. John
Lutheran
Church
ANNUAL PICNIC
August 19, 2018 – 2:00 pm
Held at The Garden of Eatin’
Bring a dish to pass along with your own
place setting and a lawn chair.

It has been two years since our last
directory was published
and people have moved,
switched to cell phones
only, or made some
other change to their
household
information.
Although we try to keep
our records up-to-date,
somehow there is always
that one person we
miss. Well, here’s your
chance.
Beginning
August 1, the current
Shepherd Staff Phone
Directory will be posted
on the bulletin board above the drinking
fountain. Please review your information
and make any correction(s) needed to the
information shown for your household.
This list will be posted for the month
of August and an updated directory will
be placed in everyone’s mailbox the
beginning of September.
Snowbird Alert: If you are a snowbird
– please let Monika know your winter
address before your head south. Also, let
the office know if you’d like the following
items forwarded monthly to your warmer
climate address: contents of your church
mailbox, Portals of Prayer, offering
envelopes, etc, and approximately when
you expect to return in the Spring.
Thank you all for your patience with
this. When they new Pastor arrives we
will begin discussing a new Picture
Directory and when it will happen.
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This Month
Having a Birthday this month:

Fellowship Hosts Needed!!!

Aug 2

Please sign up in the kitchen.

Aug 3
Aug 5
Aug 6
Aug 7
Aug 9
Aug 11
Aug 13
Aug 15
Aug 17
Aug 19
Aug 21
Aug 22
Aug 23
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 26
Aug 28
Aug 30
Aug 31

David Czada
Mary Stark
Hank Kern
Garrett Joles
Jerry Mason
Kim Howard
Mary Jane Hartman
Walter Ripple
Jeff Krentz
Sharon Schultz
Madison Hamina (age 14)
James Mueller
Mary Renner
Bob Tarvis
Nolan Akin (age 18)
Sandy Akin
Jim Stender
Glen Bromm
Fred Kleinert
Don Lingenfelter
Ethan Palmerton (age 11)
Lois Moran
Chase Palmerton (age 8)
Carol Andrews
Margaret Rickwalt
Marlene Lippard
Debbie Kern
Ron Schindehette
Brigitte Doehring
Mary Vest

Celebrating Anniversaries:
Aug 2
Jerry & Carol Andrews
Aug 4
Dick & Emily Pedersen
Eric & Kristen Hamp
Aug 5
David & Chris Lauria
Aug 6
Ron & Phyllis Tommas
Aug 7
Gerry & Judy Rzepka
Aug 10
Ken & Mary Vest
Don & Chris Pontillo
Aug 12
Erich & Mary Stark
Aug 15
Jim & Anita Johnson
Aug 21
David & Sherry Hanovich
Aug 27
Chuck & Dorothy Lowery
Aug 31
Jim & Lana French

Aug 5 … Aug 12 … Aug 26
Aug 19 – LWML

Serving During
Worship Services
ELDERS
8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy

4th Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer

9:30
Aug 5 –
Aug 12 –
Aug 19 –
Aug 26 –
Saturday
Aug 11 –
Aug 25 –
Aug 5 –
Aug 12 –
Aug 19 –
Aug 26 –
Saturday

Bob Greger & Dan Nagy
Rick Joles & Bill Serniuk
Mike Michaelson & Dan Nagy
Scott Bockelman & Bill Serniuk
Erich Springer & Bob Tarvis
Bob Greger & Kirk Koupal
READERS
Lynn Tate
Sandra Arnold
Darlene Arnold
Lynn Tate
Monika Pfannes

ORGANISTS
Aug 5 – Carol Newman
Aug 11 & 12 – Jane Radulski
Aug 19 – Sandy Akin
Aug 25 & 26 – Sandy Akin
60 yrs
46 yrs
18 yrs
40 yrs
58 yrs
47 yrs
44 yrs
46 yrs
57 yrs
54 yrs
36 yrs
63 yrs
55 yrs

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 11, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:

ABSENT:
President – Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Mike Michaelson
Treasurer – Jim French
Monika Pfannes
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Jane Radulski
Board of Social Welfare – Sharon Meinecke
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll

VISITORS:
None
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Jim Mueller at 7:00pm
OPENING: Pastor Voll opened the meeting with a prayer and devotion “Wait until you get to the
Corner”

SECRETARY’S REPORT: After review of the minutes from the June 13, 2018, Board of Directors

meeting, a motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Erma Stevens, to accept the minutes as
presented. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: After review of the June 2018 Treasurer Report for June, a motion was
made by Erma Stevens, second by Marlin Shull, to accept the June report as presented. Motion
carried.

BOARD REPORTS:

Board of Christian Education: Pastor Voll on behalf of Mike Michaelson gave the following
update:
VBS: This year’s VBS was wonderful. It was well done and upbeat. 20-25 kids attended daily.
The board wishes to thank all who helped make this so successful.
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach had no report.
Board of Evangelism:
Community Meal: There were 67 meals served this evening.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens had no report.
Board of Social Welfare: Sharon Meinecke had no report.
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull updated on the following:
Sprinklers: No leak in the basement.
Trees: Consumers will cut down the tree with the wires through it located at the Northeast
corner of the parking lot. Motion was made by Marlin for $800 to $1,000 to cut down the
trees on the back lot. Second by Jim French. Motion carried.
Kitchen Cabinets: Cabinets have been ordered.
Water Filter: Being installed.
Tables: Everyone is happy with the white tables being used in the Fellowship Hall.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Voll reported the following:
Latino Mission Society: Sam & Brooke Orozco will be coming sometime the end of September to
update the congregation.
Shut-In Visits: Rick Joles & Dan Nagy are going to visit shut-ins. Pastor requested the Board
authorize the purchase of two (2) 4-cup Portable Communion Sets. Motion made by Peter
Daellenbach, second by Sharon Meinecke. Motion carried.
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Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Pastor Voll reported the following:
Pink Survey Form: The surveys have been completed. Self-study could be completed by end of
the month. Time is coming for a Call List.

OLD BUSINESS: No items to discuss.
NEW BUSINESS:

Kitchen Water Heater – Marlin Shull reported that Sunday morning the water heater was leaking
and had to be replaced. A new 50 gal water heater was installed. A motion was made by Jim
French, second by Jeff Krentz, to retroactively approve the purchase and installation of the
new water heater. Marlin was thanked for his fast action which prevented additional damage.
Artesia Youth Program – A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Marlin Shull, to approve
a $100 donation from the “Local Charities” line item be made to the Artesia Youth Program Golf
outing fundraiser presented by Jim French. Motion carried.
Parsonage Upgrades – After lengthy discussion regarding possible upgrades to the parsonage in
preparation for a new pastor, it was agreed that discussion be tabled, and possible upgrades
and costs be further looked into.

VISITOR REMARKS: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None
MISCELLANEOUS: No report.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Marlin Shull, to adjourn the
meeting. Motion carried and the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes were recorded and are respectfully submitted by,
Jeff Krentz, Vice President
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

01
02
04
05
08
09
15
19
23

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Outreach Team Meeting
Elders Meeting
Worship at the Garden with Hot Dog Fellowship
Loons Baseball Game in Midland
Board of Directors’ Meeting
Ladies Bible Study
Transition Team Meeting - Tentative
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
Ladies Bible Study

Saturday Evening Worship at the Garden will be held Aug 4 &
Aug 18 – Come Join Us at the Pavilion!

