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Memorandum
To:

All members of St. John Lutheran Church

From:

The Board of Directors
April 25, 2018
St. John Lutheran Church Proposed Budget 2018-2019

Date:
Re:

Included on Pages 8 & 9 in this Newsletter is the 2018-2019 proposed budget for your
review. All members of the congregation are invited to attend the next Board of Directors’
meeting on Wednesday, May 9, at 7:00pm for discussion or questions. The budget will be
finalized at that meeting and presented to the congregation at the Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, June 3, 2018. As we have done in past years, there will be only the one
worship service at 9:30am on June 3, and the Annual Congregational Meeting will be called
to order at 11:00am.
Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus,
who” is the same yesterday, and today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
On Sunday, April 22, over 100 members and
friends of our Congregation met after worship
for a delicious brunch and then for a time of “Coming To Terms
With History”. You may view a timeline, posted in the Parish Hall, of
the history of the Congregation on which those who attended the
meeting have noted their high and low points.
Why do this? In a book “A Change of Pastors”, Loren Meade says
on p.41, “The better a parish works at this developmental task of
coming to terms with history, the more likely it will free itself to go
on building a new future, the more likely to be able to use the
strengths of the past (including the strengths of the most recent
Pastorate), the more likely to get some perspective and power over
its characteristic weaknesses, and the more likely to choose an
appropriate Pastor for a new life together.”
As you study the timeline, it’s interesting to note how many of the
events that people remember as significant are recent. It is also
obvious that many members are looking forward with eager
anticipation to the arrival of their new Pastor.
An interim Pastorate is a time preparation for a new full-time
spiritual shepherd. As part of that task, we take a look back, to thank
God for the many blessings He has shown to the Congregation in its
history, and also to repent and to forgive past sins and sorrows.
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The Bible gives us several examples of people
who were having trouble “getting past the past.”
The Apostle Paul had made many mistakes and
had many bad things happen to him, some of
which could have handicapped and hindered his
service in God’s Kingdom As he came to know
God’s grace and forgiveness in Christ and was
able to share that forgiveness with those who
had hurt him, he came to say, “Philippians 3:1314 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it
my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
In the Book of Revelation, St. John addresses
seven different Churches who are either stuck
in their past or who have forgotten their past
and strayed into false doctrine and practice. To
one of them, the Church at Smyrna, John said,
“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you a
crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)
As a Congregation and as individuals,
Christ’s love compels us to be faithful to our
Lord and His Word. On the one hand, there is
much in our past for which we can be grateful
and which we dare not forget. Hebrews 12:7
“Remember your leaders, who spoke the
Word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith. .” To the
young Pastor Timothy, St. Paul said, “But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and
have firmly believed, knowing from whom[a]
you learned it and how from childhood you
have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:1416).
On the other, we cannot be paralyzed by our
past so that we fail to reach out to our
community or to have a Godly goal for the
future, Ecclesiastes 7:30
Do not say, “Why were the old days better
than these?” For it is not wise to ask such
questions.”
Linda and I are truly grateful for the cooperation of the Congregation, its leadership,
and especially the Interim Transition Team
during this time. It is truly a blessing to serve
the Lord with you. The “Coming To Terms With
History” meeting was the first big step toward
the completion of our tasks. The next will be a
series of surveys which we be included in the
Congregational Self-Study.
Upon
its
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completion, the Congregation will be ready to
request a Call list for your new Pastor. It’s a
truly exciting time!
A change is Pastors can bring many changes
in the Congregation. One thing will never
change: the truth of the Gospel, which tells us
of God’s love and guidance. Hebrews 13:8 –
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today,
and forever. You can count on Him to send the
right person, at the right time, to be your new
Pastor! Until then, let’s enjoy the interim!
In Jesus,
Pastor Ted Voll, Intentional Interim Pastor

Woship Schedule
8:00 – Blended
9:30 – Divine
9:45 – Kidz Church
Fellowship –Coffee &
Donuts after services!

Thursday Morning Bible Study

– Pastor

Voll is beginning a new
topical study May 10!
We will begin a study of
the
“Book
of
Revelation”. This group
meets weekly on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Copies of the study
booklet are available from Pastor Ted Voll.
You are welcome!

Ladies Bible Study Group - The Thursday

Night Ladies Bible Study
Group is embarking on
another adventure! We
have chosen our next 12
story study called “Pew
Sisters”. This is an open invitation to all ladies of
St. John - if you haven’t joined us already,
please consider attending our Thursday night
study.

Did you know …
Submitted by Linda
members of Outreach

Voll

and

the

Your church library has a
great collection of books.
This collection includes fiction as well as
nonfiction books and ranges from early
childhood to adult. Some books are for easy,
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relaxed reading and others will inform and
stretch your mind. Most are Christian based
but some are secular in nature. There is a book
to match anyone’s interest.
This collection began with an idea; and Mona
Previch has been the caretaker of that idea
since its inception. Through her efforts, the
church’s support, and the many people who
have donated books, the collection has grown
to fill the shelves of six bookcases. Mrs.
Previch recently resigned from her position as
“librarian”, but her idea of providing books to
share within the church community will
continue.
New books added to the library shelves this
month include the following:
Pocket Guides to such topics as Charles
Darwin, Social Issues, The Bible, Global
Warming, A Young Earth, Dinosaurs,
Apeman, Compromise, The Global Flood,
Astronomy, Noah’s Ark, The Human Body,
Six Days, What is Science? (from the
Answers in Genesis group)
Max Lucado books - The Cross and
Traveling Light
Three children’s board books - The
Easter Story, The Story of Easter, and The
Story of Saint Patrick’s Day
The Defense Never Rests by Craig A.
Parton, a lawyer’s quest for the Gospel
Psalms for Fathers - God’s Gift of
Timeless Wisdom, Strength, and Love
Concordia The Lutheran Confessions A Reader’s Edition of the Book of Concord
The library is for your use. See what books
are there. Choose one (or more), sign it out,
and return it when you are finished.
The use of the library is intended to
be easy and friendly. Visit it
between services on Sunday or
during the week when the doors are
open. Grab a book and run!

Education Corner –
Submitted by Mike Michaelson-

KIDZ CHURCH
The
Board
of
Christian
Education is putting together the
2018 Vacation Bible School
Program.
We’ve chosen CPH’s

Splash
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Mountain and we’ve got key
people working on putting
together another fantastic
package! In order to make
this year a success we will
need additional volunteers in
several areas. Volunteers do
not need to commit to every
day or every hour of the VBS
schedule.
The
more
volunteers we have, the easier we’ll be able to
rotate people in and out of different areas.
Below is a list of areas we need filled, please
prayerfully consider signing up on the sheet
posted by the drinking fountain.
Registration Table: 2-3 people
Teachers: 4
Teacher Helpers: 1 for each class
Crafts: 5
Snacks: 2-3
Games: 2-3
Floaters: 2-3
Prop Night is scheduled 34 days prior to the start of
VBS (maybe earlier if we
have enough volunteers,
Mary Vest will let you know). If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Mike
Michaelson at 517-290-1241.
Yours in Christ, Coach Mike!

For Today's Families -

Discerning
May 2018

Do you ever feel stressed
out at the grocery store?
There are So. Many. Options.
You may have simply had “cereal” on your list,
but when you get to aisle 12, yo’re suddenly
confronted with every version of puffed rice in
existence. And now it’s all up to you. You have
to decide which is best. And once you finally,
agonizingly, make this important selection, you
don’t get a pat on the back and a bit of
confirmation that you made the right choice.
No. Now you’re on your way to aisle 4, the
toilet paper aisle, where you get to decide
which is more important, soft or strong. Don’t
be fooled – you aren’t going to get both.
The choices keep on coming, and you have to
keep moving through them. (Although, if
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you’re like me, you can just shop at Aldi where
you only get on option for each item.) This
phenomenon is not limited to the grocery
store, of course, and outside of those walls,
we’re faced with far weightier choices, usually
with much higher stakes.
Politics, religion, parenting, medical care, you
name it. By choosing one view, you’re
effectively rejecting another view, and it can
sometimes be crippling to try and discern
what’s best, what’s right, and what’s true. And
nothing is more important to discern than right
theology.
Beloved, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, for many false prophets
have gone out into the world. By this
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, and
every spirit that does not confess Jesus
is not from God. (1 John 4:1-3a)
God graciously gives us a blueprint, a guide
for determining what is and is not from Him.
When we’re confronted with a question about
our salvation or how we should love our
neighbor or even what it means to worship, we
can always ask, Does this proclaim the Gospel,
or not? What does this say about Christ, who
died and rose again for us? If it does not
proclaim the Gospel, we toss it out. If it doesn’t
confess Jesus, it’s not from God and we can
choose the better portion.
Children, too, can be taught to ask, what does
this say about Jesus? Working through tough
questions through the lens of the Gospel is
what discernment is all about. Either the
answer will be that we are in charge of our own
salvation and have to work to get into God’s
good graces, or He has done it all and the
pressure is no longer on us. It can’t be both
ways.
Of course, simply having questions and
struggling with discernment does not mean a
lack of faith. On the contrary, any wise pastor
will tell you that it’s refreshing to speak with
someone who is considering the important
things in life, applying God’s Word to everyday
life questions. It shows they care, and they care
because they have faith.
When in doubt, talk to your pastor. Crack
open the Small Catechism and turn to the
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“Christian Questions and Answers” that help
walk us through the process of discerning
truth. Pray for wisdom and receive that wisdom
in His Word. Don’t be overwhelmed by all of
the choices – God has chosen you, in Christ,
and He’s 100 percent sure He made the right
choice.

Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Praying for those in Mission

St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries
around the world. As newsletters are received from them
we will pass them along.

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri Lanka.

Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish
specific information pertaining to those serving under
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or
the Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy
will be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global
Lutheran Outreach
The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through
Global Lutheran Outreach

The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet,
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society
currently in St. Johns, Michigan

And also for all who are serving in
the military!
Please submit Newsletter
information to the Church Office
by May 18!
~Thank you!
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Other Church News…
2018 ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY DATES – Pickup
dates for Adopt-a-Highway have been
received! We are scheduled to “beautify”
our 2 sections of roadway on:
➢ M-55: May 5, July 14 & Sept 15
➢ Reserve Road: May 19
As we’ve done in past years, we’ll be meeting at
the church at 8:30 for some coffee & energy, with a
little bit of instruction thrown in. Bring some gloves
and we do provide grabbers for all participants as
well as plastic hoops to prevent the bags from
closing with the wind. When picking up at the M55 location, we ask that all volunteers be 12 years
or older for safety reasons. However, families with
children under 12, are welcome to join us out at
Reserve Road. We’d like to thank Art Ketelhut for
his years of service heading up this effort. Art has
handed the baton over to Bob Collison & Pastor
Winter this year and he will be missed.

CPR TRAINING– A CPR Trainer from Denton
Township will be conducting a 3
hour training workshop for
anyone interested in learning how
to use the AED equipment in our
Fellowship Hall as well as CPR.
Training will take place on May 19, 2018,
from 12:00pm – 3:00pm. Those attending are
asked to bring a dish to pass so we can
fellowship while we learn! If you haven’t
already signed up – there’s still room! Please
contact the church office if you are
interested.

SUNDAY .. JUNE 3 .. 11:00am
The
Annual
Congregational & Voter's
Meeting will be held the
first Sunday in June.
The agenda includes
voting on the 2018-2019
Church Budget and new board members.
Please find the proposed budget published on
page 8 & 9 of this newsletter. Per the Church
Constitution - only those members present at
the meeting will be able to vote.
Please plan on attending this very important
meeting and also on joining your fellow
congregants
in
a
Breakfast
Brunch
immediately following the meeting.
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HOW ABOUT THROWING YOUR HAT
INTO THE RING??
With the warming weather and the
approaching summertime, that means it’s
election time again here at St. John! The
Board of Directors is looking for a few good
men and women to run for 2018-2020 term.
Our Church Constitution
dictates that 5 of the 10
directors are to be newly
elected annually.
If you would be willing to
serve our Lord’s Kingdom of
Grace here at St. John in
this wonderful way, and
after
prayerful
consideration, please contact the church
office, speak to your congregational
president, Jim Mueller, or speak with your
congregational vice-president, Jeff Krentz.
The nominating committee will be forming
soon to carry out their duties for the election.
SUMMER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE - It's
almost time to resume our
Summer Worship Schedule!
Beginning May 26th, we will
be including a Saturday
evening worship service in our
weekly schedule with the first garden
service being held June 16. Saturday
services will alternate between the pavilion at
our property on Reserve Road and the
sanctuary. The first Saturday service will take
place in our sanctuary and includes
communion. As the following Sunday, June 3,
is the Annual Meeting and there will be no
Saturday service.
As we have done in past years, when
communion is served at the 8:00am Sunday
service (2nd & 4th Sundays of the month),
Saturday evening service will also receive
communion and be held in the sanctuary. The
remaining Saturdays (1st & 3rd) will be held
out at the Pavilion. The Praise Team is getting
ready and the Pavilion will be waiting.
If
you've never attended one of these outside
services, come join us as we lift hearts and
voices to our Lord. Bring a lawn chair and
your friends. Come join us out at the

Pavilion!
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This Month
Having a Birthday this month:
May 1
May 2
May 4
May 5
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 12
May 14
May 15
May 18
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 26
May 27
May 29
May 31

Serving During Worship
Services

James Leedy
Ethan Britton
Jim Previch
Pam Champeau
Bob Jacoby
Ron Hnizda
Sara Palmerton
Louise Ticknor
Dixie Stancroff
James Gall
Ashley Boals
Christine Pontillo
Carol Blanchard
Pat Polens
Nancy Normile
Harry Todd
Pam Joles
Dee Bromm
Delores Boik
Gerry Martindale
Louise Nagy
Rich Kukuk
Helen Miller
Don Tallman
Pat Sawulski

ELDERS
8:00 am Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy

4th Sunday Jim Leedy & Erich Springer

9:30
May 6 –
May 13 –
May 20 –
May 26 –
May 27 –

Dan Nagy & Bill Serniuk
Rick Joles & Kirk Koupal
Scott Bockelman & Erich Springer
Mike Michaelson & Bob Tarvis
Bob Greger & Bill Serniuk

May 6 –
May 13 –
May 20 –
May 27 –

READERS
Sonya Springer
Sandra Arnold
Monika Pfannes
Lynn Tate

May 6 –
May 13 –
May 20 –
May 26 –
May 27 –

ORGANISTS
Jane Radulski
Jane Radulski
Carol Newman
Sandy Akin
Sandy Akin

PRAISE TEAM
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals;
Chris Lauria – vocals;
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals.

Fellowship Hosts Needed!!!
Please sign up in the kitchen.
May 6 - May 13 - May 27
May 20 – LWML
Celebrating Anniversaries:
May 3

Justin & Melissa Akers

May 4
May 20
May 22
May 27

Don & Sandy Tallman
39 yrs
Gary & Roxanne Pedersen 1 yr
Matt & Brigitte Doehring
19 yrs
Jeff & Anita Faust
40 yrs

15 yrs
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MAY CALENDAR INSERTED HERE
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Reminder! – All voting members of the
congregation are invited to the Annual
Voter’s Meeting held the first Sunday
in June. There will be no Saturday
evening service and only one service
on Sunday beginning at 9:30am with
the meeting scheduled to follow at
11:00am and a Fellowship Brunch
following the meeting.
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Memorial Day Weekend we welcome …
Rev. Farrakh Khan of POBLO
The following was received from Rev. Khan who will be our Guest Pastor May 26 & 27
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St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2018
Members Present:
Absent:
President –
Jim Mueller
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Marlin Shull
Treasurer – Jim French
Pastor Voll
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Education – Mike Michaelson
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Louise Nagy
Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees –
Spiritual Leadership –
Visitors:
Kirk Koupal
Jeff Krentz called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Monika Pfannes read “April – The Month of Victory” a devotion provided by Pastor
Voll to open the meeting.
Jeff Krentz then asked that Old Business Budget Item be moved to the last agenda
item. Approved.
Secretary’s Report: After review of the minutes from the March 14, 2018, Board
of Directors meeting, a motion was made by Jim French, second by Erma Stevens,
to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: After review of the Treasurer Report for March, a motion was
made by Monika Pfannes, second by Paul Reda, to accept the March report as
presented. Motion carried.
Board Reports:
Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson no update to report
VBS: on track for June 18-22. Easter Egg Hunt did include some pre-registration
which is encouraging.
Board of Elders: Dave Outman has returned to the Board of Elders and will serve
as an alternate to cover vacations, absences.
Board of Evangelism: Louise Nagy updated the following:
Easter Egg Hunt: the Easter Egg Hunt went well. A folder has been created as
resource material for future events.
Rides: The Outreach Team is working to help some of our non-driving members
get around. They are looking for volunteers to help. These members are
needing assistance to get to church, see loved ones who are hospitalized, etc.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens stated no report outside the Budget item
which will be discussed at the end of the meeting.
Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported the church received 7 requests for
assistance. 4 were referred to St. Vincent, 3 to the Salvation Army, and we will
be assisting 1 of those with electric costs as soon as the paperwork is submitted.
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Project H.O.P.E – The food stuffs collected during Lent have reached Project
HOPE.
Board of Trustees: No report.
Pastor’s Report: No report.
Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Kirk Koupal reported that the Transition
Team will be at church on the 18th to set up for the “Coming to Terms With
History” Congregational meeting on Sunday, the 22nd.
Old Business:
• Water Filter for Church Kitchen – A motion was made by Mike Michaelson,
second by Peter Daellenbach, to approve $500 for installation of a water filter
for the church kitchen. Motion carried.
• CPR Training – May 19, 2018, Denton Township will be here to conduct the class
which currently has 6 enrollees. There will be no charge for the class. Class will
be held from noon to 3pm and attendees are asked to bring a dish to pass.
• Payroll – The first payroll went well.
New Business:
• Training Seminar – A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Mike
Michaelson, to close the Church Office Thursday, April 26, so Monika can attend
an Active Shooter Seminar being presented by Richfield Township Public
Safety at Kirtland Community College and which includes Active Shooter
Survival, Victim Avoidance and Personal Safety for the Lone Worker. Motion
carried.
• Church Cell Phone – Paul Reda expressed a need for the Board of Social Welfare
to obtain a separate cell phone to handle assistance related business. When the
board contacts individuals requesting assistance, their personal cell numbers are
retained. A motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Monika Pfannes,
that Paul Reda purchase a TracPhone for the Board of Social Welfare’s use.
Motion carried.
• Stained Glass Window Repair – Due to high winds, one of the stained glass
windows in the narthex was damaged and will be repaired by Julie Carneige.
Visitor Remarks: None
Correspondence: A thank you for support was received from Bethesda Lutheran.
Miscellaneous: No report.
Budget Discussion: At 7:48 pm, Monika Pfannes excused herself from the meeting so
a discussion regarding the budget could be held. The budget was handed to board
members and discussed. A motion was made by Peter Daellenbach, second by Paul
Reda to accept the 2018-2019 Budget as presented. Motion carried.
Adjourned: A motion was made by Paul Reda, second by Peter Daellenbach, to
adjourn the meeting at 8:11pm with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and the
meeting was so closed.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monika Pfannes
Budget Discussion Minutes provided by Louise Nagy
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

01
02
03
03
05
07
08
09
09
11

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

11
12
13
18
25
26
28
29

– RUMMAGE SALE SET-UP starts at 9:00
– Outreach Meeting
– Elders Meeting
& 04 – Spring Rummage Sale
– LWML Timberline Spring Rally
– Red Cross Blood Drive
–Transition Team Meeting
– Community Meal
– Board of Directors’ Meeting
– Ladies Aid / LWML Fellowship & Meeting
Special Guest: Anne Hume!
– Ladies Bible Study
– S. Akin School of Music Guild Auditions
– Mother’s Day
– Newsletter Deadline
– Ladies Bible Study
– First Saturday Evening Worship Service
– Memorial Day Holiday – Church Office Closed
- Pastors Winkel

