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“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered.” 

( Revelation 5:5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus.   

When I think of the month of March, a cliché 
comes to mind that I learned as a child: 

“In like a lamb, out like a lion”. 

It was intended to be a forecast.  If the weather was nice at the 
beginning of March, it would be nasty at its end. The opposite was 
also supposed to be true. But I’d like to use that phrase not to 
predict the weather, but to describe the spiritual journey that we 
will be going through this month as we hear and study God’s Word. 

We will begin the month in the season of Lent. During this time, 
we remember that Jesus, the sinless, spotless, Lamb of God, 
sacrificed Himself for us at the Cross. A Lenten Hymn crystallizes 
our thoughts well: 

“A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, The guilt of all men bearing; 
And laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing! 
Goes patient on, grow weak and faint, To slaughter led without 
complaint, 
That spotless life to offer; Bears shame and stripes, and wounds and 
death, 
Anguish and mockery, and saith,"Willing all this I suffer." (LSB 438) 

Since the heart and center of our faith is the Cross of Christ, it is 
good that we spend time thankfully remembering that, had the 
Lamb of God not gone to the Cross for us, we would be eternally 
lost. The love, forgiveness, and peace that flows from His Cross is 
what moves us to take up our cross and follow Him. 

Then comes the Lion!  With the first day of April (no fooling!) we 
will celebrate that the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered.” The Lamb of God, who died for our sins, 
conquered death and roared forth with a victory cry from the 
tomb.  On Easter Sunday, we will sing: 

“This is the feast of victory for our God! Worthy is Christ, 
the Lamb, who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God!” (LSB – pg 171) 
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Because Jesus conquered death, He has given 
us a share of His eternal victory. He says, 
“Because I live, you shall live also.” (John 14:19)  

Jesus is stronger that any sickness, suffering, or 
sorrow. His empty tomb proves that “the Lion of 
Judah has conquered.”  

“Lo, Judah’s Lion wins the strife, And reigns o’er 
death to give us life! 

Hallelujah! Oh let us sing His praises!” (TLH 211) 

I have no idea what the weather will be like 
this month, but I do know that, if you will brave 
it to come and worship with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, The Lamb of God, the Lion of 
Judah, will bless you with His gifts.  I look 
forward to receiving them with you! 

Sincerely, in Jesus 

Pastor Ted Voll 

Sunday Morning Programs 

KIDZ CHURCH (Submitted 

by Pam Joles & Louise Nagy)  

“Lent” to many people appears 
to be nothing more than a 
tradition of fasting or giving 
up their favorite food.  In the end you may 
hear, “I made it through those long six 
weeks.”  In Chapter 2 of Joel, we are urged 
to repent of our sins and return to the Lord.  
Our class is being reminded this Lenten 
Season to repent and pray daily at school, 
home and play.  We pass around our “Prayer 
Bear” at the beginning of each class and 
children are given the opportunity to pray 
for family, friends and whatever is in their 
hearts.  What an honor for us as teachers to 
hear our students open their hearts to 
Jesus every Sunday. 

This Lenten season the children will be 
“giving back” instead of 
“giving up” for Lent.  Kids 
will be donating a canned 
good beginning the first 
Sunday after Ash 
Wednesday through Easter 

Sunday.  They have decorated a box to put 
their canned goods in.   Children will donate 
all canned goods to Project Hope. 

We also have been studying “Kids in the 
Divine Service.”  This is to help introduce 
Children to the Divine Service.  There is a 

series of inserts organized by seasons of the 
Church year free from LCMS.  We have gone 
thru Epiphany now we are into Lent.  Every 
Sunday the children receive an insert to take 
home and share with their parents or 
grandparents.  We encourage you to take a 
few minutes and look these inserts over and 
discuss with your children what they have 
learned.  You might be surprised.   

Thursday Morning Bible Study – Pastor 

Voll is continuing the 
topical study on 
"Forgiveness". This 
group meets weekly 
on Thursdays at 10:00 

a.m. Being able to forgive is a challenge for 
many people. This study leads us to remember 
how much we have been forgiven, helping us to 
share that with those who have wronged us. A 
booklet with devotional articles and a Bible 
Study (answers included!) is provided. You are 
welcome! 

Ladies Bible Study Group - The Thursday 
Night Ladies Bible Study 
Group is enjoying a 5 
session study based on 
When God Doesn’t Fix It by 
Laura Story. We meet the 

2nd and 4th Thursdays of every month and always 
have a seat open for new friends!  Come join us 
in March. All ladies are welcome! 

St. John Outreach Team 
Submitted by the members of Outreach 

Get Ready! The Outreach 
Team is planning an indoor 
Easter Egg Hunt for children 
ages preschool – 12 yrs on 
Saturday, March 31, 2018, beginning at 
10:00am. This event will take place here at St. 
John and will be open to the community as well 
as members. Parents (and Grandparents!) are 
also invited to enjoy the festivities along with 
coffee and snacks.  Children attending this event 
will be invited to register for our upcoming 
Vacation Bible School scheduled for June 18-22, 
2018. An invitation to our weekly worship 
services will also be shared. 

How you can help … There are several ways 
that you can help with this event. Donations of 
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candy (mini-size please to fit inside the plastic 
eggs) may be dropped off at the Church Office 
or in the box marked “Easter Egg Hunt” which 
will be placed in the narthex. Volunteers will be 
needed to help stuff the Easter Eggs (planned 
for before or after the March 21 Lenten 
Service). We will also be needing some Expert 
Egg Hiders to help with hiding the eggs 
beginning at 8:00 am March 31, kitchen help 
for snacks and willing hands to clean-up after 
the event getting our facility ready for our Easter 
Sunday Services. Another way you can help is by 
inviting your friends and neighbors with children 
to this event. Flyers are being prepared and will 
be available in the Church narthex. 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me” 
(Matthew 19:14). Please prayerfully support this 
effort to reach out to the young families of our 
community, especially the unchurched, with the 
Easter Gospel. 

Also next month: 
March 14, 2017 – 

We will be providing 
a Community Meal as 
the Midweek Lenten 
Supper. 

Intentional Interim Ministry 

Program –  
Submitted by Jim Leedy 

The St. John Transition 
Team met for the first time on 
January 31st.  Organization of the group began with the 
appointment of a Chairperson, Kirk Koupal and Secretary, 
Jim Leedy.  Further assignment of specific transition tasks 
will be made at the next meeting as the team pursues its 
primary function of seeing to the completion of the 
congregational self-study. 

Discussion began regarding the first congregational 
event, “Coming to Terms with History”.  This event will be 

held on Sunday, April 22.  There will be only one service 
held at 9:30 that day in order to facilitate attendance by all 
those interested.  A luncheon will be provided during the 
meeting.  Keep your calendar clear for this exploration of 
our past!  More information will be provided in the near 
future through continued updates from the Transition 
Team. 

In Christ, 

Your Transition Team 

The First 

Congregational 

Interim Meeting 

has been 

scheduled! 
Do you know when and how 

St. John Lutheran Church – 

Houghton Lake started and 

who the founding families were? Do you know the 

original name of our chapel? When the building 

projects were completed? Come join us after service 

April 22 as we explore our history as a congregation 

remembering the good, the bad, the highs, the lows 

and we take time to “Get Past the Past”. This meeting 

will give all members an opportunity to celebrate the 

many blessings, mourn our losses, and begin the 

process of preparing to look forward hopefully to 

the leadership of a new permanent Pastor. 

Food & beverages will be provided. 

For Today's Families - 
Teaching the Ten Commandments 

March 2018 

When did you first learn the 
Ten Commandments and 
their meanings? For my part, 
I didn’t grow up as a 

Lutheran ( or really even a Christian), so I didn’t 
get to delve into the richness of this gift until I 
was older. When I found myself at a Lutheran 
college, I was astounded to learn that not only 
did other Lutherans know all of the Ten 
Commandments, but they could even tell you 
what each one meant! They had memorized it! 

Of course I did think it was a little … strange. 
“Who memorizes anymore?” I wondered. “What 
benefit is there to knowing the Ten 
Commandments? I mean, it’s not like someone 
on the street is ever going 
to quiz them.” 

The benefits were there. It 
was as though they knew 
another language – they 
thought and spoke so 
fluently when discussing the Christian life that I 
couldn’t help but stand in awe. After all, if we’re 
able to examine ourselves and see our sin, how 
much more do we then know and take to heart 
our need for Christ? The Commandments give 
us a picture of what life is like – and can be like 
– for us now that we are God’s children. 
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Just before He delivered the Commandments, 
God explained, “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery” (Exodus 20:2). 

We are His. He has redeemed us and now we 
get to live as His people. So let’s consider what 
living as His people means. 

With all this in mind, the questions remain, 
when and how do you teach the Ten 
Commandments to your family? Early and often, 
of course! It’s never too early for younger ones 
(or, in my case, older ones) to learn by heart the 

Ten Commandments and 
their meanings. When it 
comes to God’s Word, 
memorization is more than 
just rote learning – it takes 
hold of the heart. Knowing 
what God’s Law says enables 

even young children to begin learning to 
examine themselves and see not only where 
they fall short, but where Jesus has 
accomplished all. 

Don’t be surprised if, throughout the 
memorization process, you or your children 
begin to see how Jesus’ “new” commandment, 
to love your neighbor as yourself, fits right in 
with the Ten Commandments. While the first 
three commandments concern our relationship 
with God, the remaining seven speak to our 
relationship with our neighbor. We love our 
neighbor when we keep the Commandments. 
And when we fail to do so? As God’s people, we 
remember that Christ died for that failure to 
love, and He kept the Commandments perfectly. 

While you can likely find dozens 
of ways to help your family learn the 
Commandments by heart, a good 
place to start is just to read, read, 
read them together. Get familiar with 
them. Add the recitation of them to 
your family prayer time. Take them 
one by one, learning in parts, slowly. Better than 
a cram session, taking your time to learn the 
Commandments will ensure that they are 
instilled in your hearts and minds. Talk about the 
Law with your children, point out which 
commandment has been broken during a 
moment of discipline. Before you know it, your 
family will have memorized the first chief part of 
the catechism. 

And you’ll be glad you did! 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller  
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
STATEWIDE DIAPER SHOWER FROM 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
Lutherans For Life of Michigan sponsors an 
annual Statewide Diaper Shower starting on 
Mother’s Day and running through Father’s 
Day. This is done to support local pro-life 
pregnancy resource centers throughout 
Michigan. Our congregation can participate by 
purchasing packages of disposable diapers and 
placing them in the collection box which will 
be located by the Church Office beginning May 
13, 2018, Mother’s Day. At the close of the 
collection period (Father’s Day June 17) we 
will tally the number of individual diapers 
collected and email the total to LFL for 
inclusion in the national number.  Then the 
diapers will be donated to both the WB Caring 
Pregnancy Center and the HL Baby Pantry.  

“…whatever you did for 
one of the least of these 
brothers of Mine, you did 
for Me.” Matthew 25:40 

 

Please pray for those in the 
Mission Field 
St. John Lutheran Church supports various Missionaries 
around the world. As newsletters are received from them 
we will pass them along. 

 

The Mahlburg Family – currently serving in Sri 

Lanka. 

 
Note from the Office – we have been asked to not publish 
specific information pertaining to those serving under 
Global Lutheran Outreach online. If you would like a copy 
of newsletters received from either the Heiney Family or the 
Talsmas, please let the church office know and a copy will 
be placed in your church mailbox. Thank you 

The Heiney’s – serving in Africa through Global 
Lutheran Outreach 

The Talsmas – also serving in Africa through 
Global Lutheran Outreach 



V o l . 1 8 - 0 3               M a r c h  2 0 1 8        P a g e  | 5 

 

 

The Naumans – serving in Lac Brochet, 
Manitoba, Canada through LAMP 

 

The Orozco Family – Latino Mission Society 
currently in St. Johns, Michigan 

 

And also for all who are serving 
in the military! 

 
 

Please submit Newsletter 

information to the Church Office 

by March 23!       ~Thank you! 

 

 

Can you relate? … 
The following article appeared in the 
January/February issue of Christianity Today  

Lost Keys and  

Lost Illusions 
I have a plan for my morning – run by the store to 

pick up a side for dinner and some dish soap, then 

head to a meeting. So after I brush my teeth and help 

get the kids off to their activities, I get dressed 

quickly and eat breakfast. I throw on my favorite 

corduroy coat, hoist my computer bag over my 

shoulder, and head toward the door. I go to grab the 

car keys on the entry table that we bought (and 

painted robin’s egg blue) for the express purpose of 

having a spot for keys. Next to the jar of dried 

lavender and stack of mail are 

two key rings that hold the 

keys to the car, the house, and 

our neighbor’s house, as well 

as a couple others the 

purpose of which I’ve 

forgotten (but I keep holding 

on to them because you never 

know). 

Cue the sound of screeching brakes. The keys 

aren’t there. 

I check the side pocket of my bag, then the pants I 

wore yesterday, then my bag again. I start to panic a 

little. I take off my coat. I walk into my kitchen and 

look on the counter. 

I have lost my keys. With them goes all sense of 

perspective. With them goes my plan; with them 

goes my cool. These instruments that I use for 

security and freedome – to lock out bad guys and 

get where I need to go – have suddenly become a 

means of imprisonment. I’m stuck. 

Where could they be? 

I go through my Stages of 

Searching for Lost Objects: 

Stage 1. Logic. I retrace my 

steps. I look in the places that 

make sense. I breathe. I try to 

remain calm and rational: This is 

not that big of a deal. They’ll turn 

up. 

Stage 2. Self-condemnation. As I make my way 

through each room, scanning shelves and surfaces, I 

begin to self-flagellate under my breath: “I’m such 

an idiot. Where did I put those keys? Why am I such 

an idiot?” 

Stage 3. Vexation. I get frustrated. I curse. Each 

second that passes leaves me slightly angrier. I 

switch back and forth between blaming myself and 

blaming others. Did Jonathan take them? I text him. 

No help there. God must know where my keys are. 

Why isn’t he helping here? I’m having a mild 

theological crises over a two-inch piece of metal. 

Stage 4. Desperation. I start looking everywhere, 

even places that don’t make sense. I’m rummaging 

through random drawers and looking under beds, 

checking the pants pocket that I’ve already checked 

three times, grumbling. 

I check the time. It’s been nine minutes. 

Stage 5. Last-ditch. I stop and pray. Okay, breathe, 

I tell myself that I’m being ridiculous, that I’m 

overreacting. I quickly ask God for a restoration of 

perspective.  

Stage 6. Despair. I give up and plop on the couch. 

I will never find my keys. The cause is hopeless. I am 

hopeless. I will be trapped here until the 

end of time or until we shell out the money 

to replace them. Ouside the window, by my 

locked car, are naked trees and hopping 

sparrows, but I will not notice. Everything 

is worthless. The morning is ruined. Stupid 

keys. Stupid me. Stupid planet. Stupid 

universe. 

Then, a bit ashamed and guilty about my 

overreaction, I pull myself together and, beginning 

at step one, repeat the cycle. Seven minutes later, I 

find my keys under the couch. I have no idea how 
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they got there. I yelp to no one in particular, “Found 

them!” Cue the Hallelujah chorus. 

I quickly move on. Out the driveway. Skip the 

grocery store and head straight to the meeting. My 

lost keys ended up being 

a hiccup in the day, no 

big deal, a tiny, 

forgettable 15 minutes. 

But it was also the 

apocalypse. 

Apocalypse literally 

means an unveiling or 

uncovering. In my anger, grumbling, self-berating, 

cursing, doubt, and despair, I glimpsed, for a few 

minutes, how tightly I cling to control and how little 

control I actually have. And in the absence of control, 

feeling stuck and stressed, those parts of me that I 

prefer to keep hidden were momentarily unveiled. 

A Tear in the Tape 

Sometimes my days run smoothly. Like ticker tape, 

they hum along, pleasant enough, productive at 

times – my plans, for the most part, uninterrupted. 

And then something small happens, the slightest 

tear in the tape, and the whole thing halts and 

becomes an unbidden morality tale. The neediness 

and sinfulness, neurosis and weakness that I try to 

pretty up and manage through control, ease, and 

privilege are suddenly on display. 

A few weeks ago the dryer, the diswasher, and the 

ceiling fan all broke within a few hours. Most of my 

adult life I have had neither a dryer (we used a 

clothesline or the laundromat) nor a dishwasher (we 

did the dishes by hand) nor 

ceiling gans (we have air 

conditioning), but when 

they all broke 

simultaneously it felt like 

the universe had me on 

some kind of hit list. I took it personally. 

Small things go wrong. I feel hurried or 

overwhelmed, burdened by sad news or worried for 

a friend, and like a rising flood, inch by inch, the 

collective sadness and frustration mounts and I snap. 

I yell at my daughters to quiet down. I slam the 

broken diswasher door just a bit harder than 

necessary. I mutter something under my breath. If I 

were a lioness, I would snarl. As it is, I brood. 

These unbidden unveilings in my day are 

insignificant compared to the immense suffering in 

our lives and in the broader world. There are people 

who face profound agony every day: chronic pain, 

heart-wrenching loss, desperation. In my own life, 

there have been seasons of deep sorrow. But this is 

not that. This is not the Valley of the Shadow of 

death. This is the roadside ditch of broken things and 

lost objects, the potholes of gloom and 

unwanted interruptions. 

And yet here is where I find myself on 

an ordinary day, and here, in my petty anger and 

irritation, is where the Savior deigns to meet me. 

These moments are an opportunity for formation, 

for sanctification. Underneath these overreactions 

and aggravations lie true fears. My lost keys reveal 

my anxiety that I won’t be able to do what I need to 

do to take care of myself and those around me. They 

hit on my fear of failure and incompetency. My 

broken dishwasher uncovers my worries about 

money – will we have enough to fix it? And it exposes 

my idolatry of ease, my false hope in comfort and 

convenience – I just want things to run smoothly. 

Today my lost keys provide a moment of 

revelation, revealing the lostness inside me and my 

misplaced reliance. 

When the day is lovely and sunny and everything 

is going according to play, I can look like a pretty 

good person. But little things gone wrong and 

interrupted plans reveal who I really am; my cracks 

show and I see that I am profoundly in need of grace. 

But here’s the thing: Pretty good people do not 

need Jesus. He came for the lost. He came for the 

broken. In his love for us, he came to usher us into 

his foundness and wholeness. 

Written by: Tish Harrison Warren (2018, January / February). Lost 
Keys and Lost Illusions, An excerpt from Liturgy of the Ordinary, 
Copyright ©2016 by Lutitia Harrison Warren. Published with 
permission in Christianity Today, pp. 44-45. 

From Pastor Voll - some verses to meditate on 

when life doesn’t run to plan: 

Romans 8 … 

Vs 18: For I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

Vs 28: We know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who 

are called according to his purpose. 

Vs 31-32: 31What then shall we say to these things? 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 

Vs 37-38: 37No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38For 

I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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For Your Finances  
From Paul R. Willis, VP of Marketing 
Church Extension Fund of Michigan 

District LCMS 

CEF and You Make a Difference 

When you invest with the Church Extension 

Fund (CEF), you invest in another LCMS 

organization’s ability to spread the Word of 

Jesus Christ. CEF offers your investment dollars 

as low-cost loans to congregations and schools 

for building needs so that the preaching of the 

Word continues. Today, CEF is offering very 

attractive rates on all of its investments for 

individuals and organization. Call 800.242.3944 

or visit www.mi-cef.org for information. 

 

Work! Work! Work!  
A Note from Congregational President Jim Mueller 

In order to maintain an 

even flow of paperwork in 

and out of the church 

office, and to avoid delays 

in meeting deadlines at 

certain times of each 

month, please submit all requests for printed 

material (meeting agendas, minutes, reports, 

mailings, documents, etc.) at least two (2) days 

prior to the date needed. If information is 

required on Monday or Tuesday, please submit 

that request no later than Thursday of the 

previous week. Thank you for helping us to be 

as efficient as possible. 

 

 

 
 

  

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED 
 

http://www.mi-cef.org/
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This Month 

 

 

 

Serving During Worship 

Services 

ELDERS  

8:00 am 
4th Sunday 

Peter Daellenbach, & Jim Leedy 
Jim Leedy & Erich Springer 

9:30 
Mar 4 –  

Mar 11 –
Mar 18 –  
Mar 25 –
Midweek 

Mar 14 –  
Mar 21 – 
Mar 29 –
Mar 30 – 

 
Rick Joles & Dan Nagy 
Kirk Koupal & Bob Tarvis 
Mike Michaelson & Dan Nagy 
Bill Serniuk & Bob Tarvis 
 
Erich Springer 
Jim Leedy 
Scott Bockelman & Rick Joles 
Mike Michaelson & Erich Springer 

READERS 

Mar 4 –  
Mar 11 – 
Mar 18 –  
Mar 25 – 

Sonya Springer 
Sandra Arnold 
Monika Pfannes 
Lynn Tate 

ORGANISTS 

Mar  4 –  
Mar  7 – 
Mar 11 -  
Mar 18 –  
Mar 21 - 
Mar 25 – 
Mar 29 – 
Mar 30 – 

Sandra Akin 
Jane Radulski 
Jane Radulski 
Sandy Akin 
Sandy Akin 
Sandy Akin 
Carol Newman 
Sandy Akin 

PRAISE TEAM 
Cheryl Daellenbach – keyboard, vocals; 
Chris Lauria – vocals; 
Jim Leedy- guitar & vocals;  
Dale Mollard - bass guitar;  
Judy Winter – keyboard, vocals;  
Pastor Winter – guitar, vocals. 

Celebrating Anniversaries: 
Mar 12: Lynn & Deb Tate  (12) 
Mar 20: Rick & Pam Joles  (42) 

Having a Birthday this month: 
Mar 3: Shirley Hawkins 
Mar 4: Sandra Arnold 
  Donna Ewing 
  Paula Fuller 
  Emily Pedersen 
  Jane Radulski 
Mar 5: Ken Hanovich 
  Linda Voll 
Mar 7: Sharon Meinecke 
Mar 8: Lewis Ernst 
Mar 12: Lori Friend 
  Marilou MacKenzie 
  Russ Nieman 
  Dixie Rader 
  Sue Southworth 
  Phyllis Tommas 
Mar 14: Fred Ebel 
  Naomi Mason 
  Calvine Warmack – 4 yrs 
Mar 15: Connie Dusseau 
Mar 16: Dale Mollard 
Mar 17: Wendy Churchill 
  Jane DeGroot 
  Michael Faust 
  Chuck Lowery 
  Rita Outman 
Mar 18: George Dougherty 
Mar 19: Jackie Ruppert 
Mar 20: Stan Christler 
  Carol Nieman 
Mar 21: Gail Kukuk 
  Colin Rondo – 5 yrs 
Mar 22: Susan Dolland 
  Roger Warmack 
Mar 23: Erma Stevens 
Mar 24: Holly Mueller 
Mar 25: David Hanovich 
  Sally Patterson 
Mar 27: Dave Blanchard 
Mar 28: Betty DeWitt 
  Gerald Timmins 
  Kathryn Timmins 
Mar 29: Darrell Dengler 
  Marilyn Eisbrenner 
  Kay Kleinert 

Fellowship Hosts Needed!!! 
Please sign up in the kitchen. 

March 4  -  March 11  -  March 25 

March 18 - LWML 
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St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes of February 14, 2018 

Members Present: President – Jim Mueller         Absent: 
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz    Erma Stevens 

   Treasurer – Jim French    
   Secretary – Monika Pfannes    
   Board of Education – Mike Michaelson 
   Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism – Vacancy 
   Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda 
   Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Voll 

 Visitors: Kirk Koupal, Dan & Louise Nagy, Arlene Shull 

Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 8:22pm 

Pastor Voll opened the meeting with a prayer. Jim Mueller then introduced Louise Nagy who has 
agreed to fill the Board of Evangelism vacancy. A motion was made by Mike Michaelson, second 
by Paul Reda, to accept Louise as the new Board of Evangelism Chairperson. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: After review of the minutes from the January 10, 2018, Board of Directors 
meeting, a motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Peter Daellenbach, to accept the minutes 
as presented. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: During review of the Treasurer Report for January, Jim French explained 
that the amounts shown in the salary section are higher as quarterly taxes were paid to the 
government. The church is currently in the black, although January expenses exceeded income. 
A motion was made by Monika Pfannes, second by Marlin Shull, to accept the January report as 
presented. Motion carried. 

Board Reports: 
Board of Christian Education: Mike Michaelson reported that Anna Stogiera, Logan’s mom, has 

volunteered to fill-in during Kaitlynne Warmack’s absence as the Centershot instructor. Alekz 
Pfannes will continue to lead the shooting portion of the program. Kaitlynne and Anna met 
this past Sunday to go over the program.  There are some youth activities being planned 
including an Easter Egg Hunt. Board of Christian Ed is still looking for additional volunteers to 
assist with Sunday School. 

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach recommended that we accept the Rondo Family into 
membership. Jim Leedy will be their Elder. Louise Nagy supported, Board accepted this 
recommendation.  

Board of Evangelism: Louise Nagy reported that an Easter Egg Hunt is being organized to be held 
on Easter Saturday, March 30, 2018. This event will be community wide and a lot of volunteer 
help will be needed. One thought is to have tables representing the different organizations of 
the church with information available to handout to attendees. Louise will be putting up a 
“Donation Egg Tree” similar to the Family Fun Fest Tree. This event will be announced in 
church, the newsletter and bulletin. Louise Nagy made a motion, second by Jim French, that 
the Board of Director support the Easter Egg Hunt as presented. Motion carried 

Board of Stewardship: No report.  

Board of Social Welfare: Three assistance requests were received. We assisted one family by 
paying their DTE/CE bills and referred the other two requests. A letter of introduction was 
received from Daniel DeLeeuw, the new Executive Director for Life Choices Resource Center 
(Caring Pregnancy Center) in West Branch. This information will be shared in the newsletter. 

Board of Trustees:  
• Dumpster – looks to be under control regarding unlawful dumping. Signs have been posted. 
• Electronic Sign – Johnson came out after Marlin called them twice and the problem appears to 

have been fixed. 
• Parsonage – Tim Swales replaced a valve on the water heater and an adjustment was made 

which seems to have fixed the issue with the amount of hot water available. Kirk Koupal will 
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be replacing the kitchen disposal next week at a cost of less than $300. Kirk will also be 
checking the two outlets in the livingroom that the renter indicated are not usable. Kirk will 
also be updating the lighting in the basement so that all the lights will turn on with the switch. 
Paul Reda replaced and repaired the back door to the parsonage. 

• Church Water – there have been additional reports of a sulfur smell to the water in the church 
kitchen. Kirk Koupal suggested plumbing in a charcoal filter. Filters run $150 - $200. Marlin 
Shull made a motion, second by Jeff Krentz, to have Kirk Koupal/Cashaway install a charcoal 
filter in the church. Motion carried. 

• Church Property Shed – Kirk Koupal brought up that the shed out at the church property is 
home to several bats. Kirk purchased some motion activated deterrent units called “The 
Guardian”. Jim French made a motion, second by Louise Nagy, that we reimburse Kirk for this 
purchase. 

Pastor’s Report: Wanted to thank everyone for the cooperation and feels the Interim process is 
going very well. 

Intentional Interim Ministry Program: Kirk Koupal reported that there are 14 people on the 
Transition Team. Nice to see new faces on the committee from the congregation. The next 
meeting will be held next Wednesday, Feb. 21, after the Lenten service. The first 
Congregation Meeting will be held Sunday, April 22. There will be one service that day with 
the meeting immediately following. The Transition Team would appreciate the support of the 
Board of Directors. Pastor Voll will lead this first congregational interim meeting. 

Old Business:  No Items 

New Business:  
• Conference Attendance - Jim Mueller brought to the Board’s attention the upcoming 

conference in Bay City. A motion was made by Jim French, second by Marlin Shull, to allow 
and fund the costs for Pastor Voll and his wife to attend the conference in Bay City April 30 – 
May 1. 

• Pastor Mileage – Jim Mueller asked Pastor Voll to step out of the meeting while the next item 
was discussed. Erma Stevens contacted Jim and asked that the Board authorize increasing the 
mileage amount for Pastor to match the amount previously allocated in the budget under the 
line item “Car Displacement”. This change would eliminate the current gas allowance. A 
motion was made by Louise Nagy, second by Paul Reda, to replace the $125 per month gas 
expense to Pastor Voll with a $400 per month “car displacement” expense to cover all travel 
expenses incurred. This change also nullifies the need for an April Review of the gas expense 
reimbursement amount as originally agreed. Motion carried. 

• Convention – Peter Daellenbach has volunteered to attend the 102nd District Convention – 
Michigan District, LCMS with Pastor Voll to be held June 24-26, 2018, at Concordia University 
Ann Arbor. Jim Mueller asked that the Board of Directors support sending Peter and Pastor. 
Mike Michaelson made a motion, second by Jim French, to nominate Peter Daellenbach as the 
representative of St. John Lutheran Church – Houghton Lake, and to pay the associated 
registration and housing costs for both Peter and Pastor Voll. Motion carried. 

Visitor Remarks: None 

Correspondence: Thank you cards were received from St. Vincent’s and recipients of Christmas 
Outreach. These were read and will be published in the next newsletter. 

Miscellaneous: Jeff Krentz reported that Saturday unlocking and locking of the church building is 
going well. 

A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Louise Nagy, to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 pm 
with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and meeting was so closed. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Monika Pfannes 
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting 
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Coming Attractions....   
(Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Mar 01 – Ladies Aid Meeting 

Mar 07 – Outreach Meeting 

Mar 08 – Ladies Bible Study 

Mar 08 – Elders Meeting 

Mar 11 – Sandra Akin School of Music Spring Recital 

Mar 14 – Lenten Supper & Midweel Worship Service 

Mar 14 – Board of Directors Meeting 

Mar 21 – Lenten Supper & Midweek Worship Service 

Mar 21 – Tentative Transition Team Meeting 

Mar 22 – Ladies Bible Study 

Mar 23 – Newsletter Deadline 

Mar 29 – Maundy Thursday Service 

Mar 30 – Good Friday Worship Service 

Mar 31 – Community Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 


