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The View from Here 
What Does the Incarnation of Jesus Mean? 

We are preparing to celebrate, once again, the Incarnation of 
Jesus … or Christmas, the birth of the Christ. The incarnation of 
Jesus is a powerful Christian doctrine and so, a reality taught in 
Scripture. The word ‘incarnation’ is based on a Latin word which 
means to become flesh. One can describe it as the 'enfleshment' 
of Jesus, His becoming human. Jesus, truly God, the second 
person of the Holy Trinity, becoming a human being. 

So that's what the word incarnation literally means, but its 
significance is where we find the power of the term. The 
significance of the incarnation is huge. It can be summed up by 
John 3:16, that beautiful and concise summary of the Gospel, or 
as it has been called: ‘The Gospel in a Nutshell’: "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life"(John 3:16 ESV). 
God loved us so much, He sent Jesus to become human in order 
to save us. 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians, chapter two: "Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God something to be grasped ... He emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death, even death on a 
cross" (Philippians 2:5-9 ESV). Paul goes deeper with that 
significance of Jesus' humanity in 2 Corinthians 5. He says, "God 

made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21 
NIV). So, we see that Jesus humbled Himself by becoming a 
human being--but even more than that--He also willingly became 
sin itself for us. Jesus became human like us, but He lived a perfect 
life. And upon Him was placed all our sin and imperfection, our 
faults and failures. Jesus was punished by God the Father in our 

place for our sin to save us from the consequences of our guilt, our disobedience, and 
our brokenness. He was that Sacrifice that saved us when He died on the cross. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews summed that up, that sacrifice, when he wrote: "For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but  

In This Issue 
 

Bible Study 
  Adult -  Sunday 
  Ladies Bible Study 

 
2 
2 

Youth Programs 
      Centershot 
      Kidz Church 

 
- 
2 

Minutes: 
   Board of Directors 
   Ladies Aid / LWML 
   LWML President 
   Treasurer's Report 

 
10 
8 
9 
12 

Christmas News from ... 
      Martin Luther 

 
 

4 
 

Pastor's Message- 
  The View from Here 

 
1 

Synod News 
   Good News for Families 
    The Mahlburgs-Missionaries 

 
3 

17 

Upcoming Events 
     Coming Attractions 

 
20 

Church Contact Information 

Office:  989-366-5164 
Fax:  989-366-4420 

Mailing Address 

2882 W. Houghton Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 48629 

Website 

 www.stjohnhl.com 

E-mail 
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 

 
Newsletter Items can be submitted 
by contacting the office or by email. 

 

2017 

The Eagle 

mailto:stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com


V o l . 1 7 - 1 2                      D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7          P a g e  | 2 

one who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15-16 
ESV). Hebrews 10 goes on to say that Jesus was 
the perfect sacrifice. It says, "We have been 
made holy through the sacrifice of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all" (Hebrews 10:10 
NIV). Those are great verses. They tell the 
significance of the incarnation of Jesus. It 
says, "We have been made holy through the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus once for all."  

You see, Jesus became our Substitute. Where 
we failed, He succeeded. He became like us, but 
instead of sinning, He lived a perfect life in our 
place. And, amazingly as the sinless Son of God, 
all our sin was still placed upon Him and He took 

the punishment for it.  Even more amazingly He 
rose from the dead and His sacrifice was 
confirmed as acceptable before God the Father. 
Now God looks at each one of us, through faith 
in Jesus Christ, and He sees us perfect because 
all our sins have been paid for in Him. 

The reality is that the incarnation of Jesus 
changes everything. Without it, we would still be 
lost eternally. Only God Himself could save us. 
Only Jesus in the flesh, God in the flesh, could 
do that. Here we think of St. Paul's words in 1 
Corinthians, chapter 15: "For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive" (1 Corinthians 15:21-23 ESV). That's why 
Jesus is sometimes called the "Second Adam." 
He fixed, repaired and restored what the first 
Adam broke, so that incarnation shows us the 
remarkable love of God.  He is inviting everyone 
personally to have faith in the Savior who paid 
for your sins, who rose from the dead. One day 
we will even see Him face to face. We will see 
the wounds that earned our grace, and receive 
His physical embrace. But in the meantime, He 
is with us always even to the end of the 
age.  And that's the comfort, isn't it, of which 
Isaiah wrote: “Comfort, comfort ye my 
people”? He is with us always, even to the end 
of the age.  
God’s blessings to you and yours in this holy 
time and always! 

That’s the View from Here. 
 

Pastor Bill Winter 

News From the Branch –  

KIDZ CHURCH 

Join us on Wednesday, December 

20, 2016, during the final Midweek Advent 

Service beginning at 7:00pm for the 

Children’s Christmas Program! 

 

News on Bible Studies . . . 

Please watch your weekly 
News & Notes for 
information regarding Bible 
Studies for the New Year. 

 
Ladies Bible Study Group: 

The Thursday Night Ladies 
Bible Study Group will start up 
again in January.  We will 
continue to meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of every month. We 
are currently looking into our 

next adventure.  Come join us Thursday, January 
11, 2018, to find out where God leads us next! 

 

Those Who Serve...   

Please submit names of those you 

know who are currently serving 

so we can print an updated, and 

accurate list for 2018 
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News From the Elders –  
Submitted by Peter Daellenbach and previously 
published in the News & Notes. 

After 23 years of service to our Lord 

and St. John Lutheran Church, Art 

Ketelhut has retired as Elder of Zone 

7.  Erich Springer is the new Elder and 

will be looking after the people of 

Zone 7. Erich will be contacting each 

family to get better acquainted with 

you. The Board of Elders. 

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Waiting and Receiving 
December 2017 

Ask most parents what they 
want – truly want – for their children, and you’re 
likely to get one or more of just a handful of 
answers: “I want my children to be happy,” or “It 
would be great if they were successful in life,” or 
even a simple, “As long as they believe in God, 
I’m fine.” 

That’s a tall order, though, isn’t it? I mean, what 
is happiness all about, anyway? Who defines 
“successful,” and is that really what is most 
important in life? What if a child grows up to 
“believe in God” but is disconnected from the 
Church, following false teachers, or living in 
grave sin? 

Maybe The Rolling Stones were right: you can’t 
always get what you want. 

And sometimes, Scripture just ups the ante, 
giving us an even longer list of things that we 
are to be or do. Or at least it seems that way. 

Take Titus 2 for example. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession who 
are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14) 

All we tend to see is that we and our children 
are to be godly, self-controlled, upright, pure, 
and zealous. And we do want that for our 
families, don’t we? But once again, it’s a tall 
order. Who can be quite this perfect? 

But wait! Take another look. Who is doing 
the verbs here? Who – ahem – has the active 
role? Hint: it’s not us. 

Our Lord is the doer. He appears, brings 
salvation for all people, trains us to be all of 
those wonderful things that He would have us 
be, gives Himself for us, redeems us, purifies us, 
makes us His own. It’s almost as though there’s 
nothing left for us to do! Indeed, in this epistle, 
for us, there is only waiting and receiving. That 
is all we are given to do, and it’s just enough (see 
Titus 3:5-7). 

We wait “for our blessed hope,” for Christ to 
return and make us perfect once and for all, 
never again to die or find ourselves separate 
from Him. And while we wait, God gives us the 
perfect job to do: to receive. 

So we continually receive His Word, His body 
and blood, and His forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. After all, this receiving is truly just a 
down payment on what is to come. We might as 
well get used to it! 

So where do happiness, success, and a 
generic “belief in God” fit into all of this? Those 
goals we might have for our children pale in 
comparison to what our Lord, in Christ, has 
done, is doing, and will do. What He offers is 
better than happiness – it’s salvation. Who 
needs success in this life when we are redeemed 
eternally for life with Him? And more than just a 
God we believe in, our Lord makes us His own, 
setting us in a forever relationship with Himself. 
Now this is all truly worth wanting! Together, 
let’s wait and receive, and teach our families to 
do the same, because Christ has much to give. 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version©), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 
 
 

We begin our Midweek Advent Services 
on Wednesday, December 6, 2017, with 
a fellowship potluck meal followed by 
Worship. The following two 
Wednesday nights we invite you to take 
the night off from cooking and come 
fellowship with us as we enjoy a Soup 
Supper provided by the Ladies Aid on 



V o l . 1 7 - 1 2               D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7        P a g e  | 4 

 

December 13, and Taco Night hosted by 
Pastor & Judy on December 20. After 
supper we gather in the sanctuary for 
special worship services created just for 
Advent.  Come to make some memories 
and build excitement for the coming of 
the Christ Child. 

 

Put on the Light – Dec 6 

Many Lights Together – Dec 13 

Bethlehem’s Light – Dec 20 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE TIME AND PLACE ARE SECURED! Kirk and 
Amy Koupal have offered to host a New Year’s 
Eve party following Pastor Winter’s final worship 
service New Year’s Eve Service.  Worship will be 
held in the sanctuary beginning at 7:00pm on 
December 31, 2017, and then the congregation 
is welcome to bring a dish to share (finger foods 
and the like, as well as your beverage of choice) 
and head on over to the Koupals for a night of 
merry making as we ring in 2018.  
  As stated last month - This is it, folks. Our 
ushering out of what will undoubtedly be the 
longest pastorate in St. John Lutheran Church’s 

history throughout the coming 
ages, and the welcoming in of a 
new year.  
Here We Stand …  

Let’s pull out the stops!  
Bring on the Food, the 

Drink! 
Let the Merry making commence!  

Let’s gather in fellowship as we face the 
beginning of a new chapter … and go forward! 

Christmas News from … 
Martin Luther 
This Sermon was given by Dr. Martin Luther on the Afternoon of Christmas 
Day, December 25, 1530, and is based on Luke 2:1-14. 

  You have heard today the story from 

the Gospel of St. Luke of how it came 
to pass that our Lord Christ was born 

and then also the message of the 
angel, who announced who the boy 

was who was born. Now we shall go 
on and take up the message of the angel. So for 

today you have heard only that the child was born 
and that he is the Lord and Savior. Thus we spoke 

of the story, how it unfolded, and who the persons 
in it were.  This article is so high that even today it 

is believed by only a few. Nevertheless, God has 
preserved it even through those who have not 

believed it. For at all times in the monasteries and 
universities there have been disputations and 

lectures which dealt with the fact that Christ the 
Lord, born of Mary, is true man and God. But it 

went no further than saying and hearing it. But this 
belief is held by the devil too and the Turks and all 

the godless among Christians, and is the kind of 
belief which everybody believes that it is true but 

would not die for it, as Eck and many others show 
today. If they had as much from Christ and the 

teaching of the gospel as from the devil, they 
would also think as much of Christ. The Turk too 

admits that Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, 
that Mary was an immaculate virgin, and that 

Christ was more than a man; but the Word of God, 
as it is given in the gospel, he denies, and yet I fear 

that the Turk believes more of this article than 
does the pope. Therefore it is a high article to 

believe that this infant, born of Mary, is true God; 
for nobody’s reason can ever accept the fact that 

he who created heaven and earth and is adored by 
angels was born of a virgin. That is the article. 

Nobody believes it except he who also knows this 
faith, namely, that this child is the Lord and Savior.  
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 But for whom was he born and whose Lord and 

Savior is he? The angels 
declare that he was born Lord 

and Savior. The Turks, the 
pope, and the scholars say the 

same thing, but only to the 
extent that it brings in money 

and honor. But that anyone 
could say, “to you is born,” as 

the angel says, this is the faith 
which we must preach about.  But we cannot 

preach about it as we would like to do.  Indeed, 
who could ever grasp [the full meaning of] these 

words of the evangelist: “a Savior, who is the Lord,” 
and, “to you”!  I know well enough how to talk 

about it and what to believe about it, just as others 
do. So there are many who have this belief and do 

it, just as others do. So there are many who have 
this belief and do not doubt this first belief that 

Christ is the Lord, the Savior, and the virgin’s Son. 
This I too have never doubted. But if these words 

are planted no higher than my thoughts, then they 
have no firm roots. We are certain that this was 

proclaimed by the angel, but the firm faith does 
not follow. For the reason does not understand 

both sides of this faith, first that Christ is a man, 
but also the Savior and Lord or King. This needs to 

be revealed from heaven. One who really has the 
first faith also has the other.  

Who, then, are those to whom this joyful news 
is to be proclaimed? Those who are faint-hearted 

and feel the burden of their sins, like the 
shepherds, to whom the angels proclaim the 

message, letting the great lords in Jerusalem, who 
do not accept it, go on sleeping. Beyond the first 

faith there must be the second faith, that Christ is 
not only the virgin’s Son, but also the Lord of 

angels and the Savior of men.  The words anyone 
can understand, anti-sacramentarians, fanatics, 

sectarians, and Turks; but they do not proceed 
from the heart they come only from hearing and 

go no farther than hearing. This is not faith, 
however, but only a memory of what has been 

heard, that one knows that he has heard it. 
Nobody ventures upon it, so as to stake goods, 

life, and honor upon it. And yet we must preach it 
for the sake of those who are in the multitude to 

whom the angel preached.  

This is our theology, which we preach in order 

that we may understand what the angel wants. 
Mary bore the child, took it to her breast and 

nursed it, and the Father in heaven has his Son, 

lying in the manger and the mother’s lap. Why did 
God do all this? Why does Mary guard the child as 

a mother should? And reason answers: in order 
that we may make an idol of her, that honor may 

be paid to the mother. Mary becomes all this 
without her knowledge and consent, and all the 

songs and glory and honor are addressed to the 
mother. And yet the text does not sound forth the 

honor of the mother, for the angel says, “I bring to 
you good news of great joy; for to you is born this 

day the Savior” [Luke 2:10-11]. I am to accept the 
child and his birth and forget the mother, as far as 

this is possible, although her part cannot be 
forgotten, for where there is a birth there must 

also be a mother. Nevertheless, we dare not put 
our faith in the mother but only in the fact that the 

child was born. And the angel desired that we 
should see nothing but the child which is born, just 

as the angels themselves, as though they were 
blind, saw nothing but the child born of the virgin, 

and desired that all created things should be as 
nothing compared with this child, that we should 

see nothing, be it harps, gold, goods, honor, 
power, and the like which we would prefer before 

their message. For if I received even the costliest 
and the best in the world, it still does not have the 

name of Savior.  And if the Turk were ten times 
stronger than he is, he could not for one moment 

save me from my infirmity, to say nothing of the 
peril of death, and even less from the smallest sin 

or from death itself. In my sin, my death, I must 
take leave of all created things. No, sun, moon, 

stars, all creatures, physicians, emperors, kings, 
wise men and potentates cannot help me. When I 

die I shall see nothing but black darkness, and yet 
that light, “To you is born this day the Savior” [Luke 

2:11], remains in my eyes and fills all heaven and 
earth. The Savior will help me when all have 

forsaken me. And when the heavens and the stars 
and all creatures stare at me with horrible mien, I 

see nothing in heaven and earth but this child. So 
great should that light which declares that he is 

my Savior become in my eyes that I can say: Mary, 
you did not bear this child for yourself alone. The 

child is not yours; you did not bring him forth for 
yourself, but for me, even though you are his 

mother, even though you held him in your arms 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and picked 

him up and laid him down. But I have a greater 
honor than your honor as his mother. For your 
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honor pertains to your motherhood of the body of 

the child, but my honor is this, that you have my 
treasure, so that I know none, neither men nor 

angels, who can help me except this child whom 
you, O Mary, hold in your arms. If a man could put 

out of his mind all that he is and has except this 
child, and if for him everything—money, goods, 

power, or honor—fades into darkness and he 
despises everything on earth compared with this 

child, so that heaven with its stars and earth with 
all its power and all its treasures becomes nothing 

to him, that man would have the true gain and 
fruit of this message of the angel. And for us the 

time must come when suddenly all will be 
darkness and we shall know nothing but this 

message of the angel:“I bring to you good news of 
great joy; for to you is born this day the Savior” 

[Luke 2:10-11].  

This, then, is the faith we preach, of which the 

Turks and the pope and all the sectarians know 
nothing. The fanatics do, it is true, 

snatch to themselves the words of 
the angels, but how earnest they 

are is plain to see. For they receive 
the Word only as a piece of paper, 

as the cup and corporal receive 
the body and blood of Christ. The 

paper does no more than contain 
something and pass it on to 

others, but yet it remains paper. 
Thus you copy something from one paper on 

another paper; from my tongue the Word sounds 
in your ear, but it does not go to the heart. So they 

receive this greatest of treasures to their great 
harm and still think they are Christians, just as 

though the paper were to say: I certainly have in 
me the written words, “to you is born this day the 

Savior”; therefore I shall be saved. But then the fire 
comes and burns up the paper.  

Therefore this is the chief article, which 
separates us from all the heathen, that you, O man, 

may not only learn that Christ, born of the virgin, 
is the Lord and Savior, but also accept the fact that 

he is your Lord and Savior, that you may be able 
to boast in your hear: I hear the Word that sounds 

from heaven and says: This child who is born of 
the virgin is not only his mother’s son. I have more 

than the mother’s estate; he is more mine than 
Mary’s, for he was born for me, for the angel said, 

“To you” is born the Savior. Then ought you to say, 
Amen, I thank thee, dear Lord.  

But then reason says: Who knows? I believe that 

Christ, born of the virgin, is the Lord and Savior 
and he may perhaps help Peter and Paul, but for 

me, a sinner, he was not born. But even if you 
believed that much, it would still not be enough, 

unless there were added to it the faith that he was 
born for you. For he was not born merely in order 

that I should honor the mother, that she should be 
praised because he was born of the virgin mother. 

This honor belongs to none except her and it is 
not to be despised, for the angel said, “Blessed are 

you among women!” [Luke 1:28]. But it must not 
be too highly esteemed lest one deny what is 

written here: “To you is born this day the Savior.” 
He was not merely concerned to be born of a 

virgin; it was infinitely more than that. It was this, 
as she herself sings in the Magnificat:“ He has 

helped his servant Israel” [Luke 1:54]; not that he 
was born of me and my virginity but born for you 

and for your benefit, not only for my honor.  

Take yourself in hand, examine 

yourself and see whether you are a 
Christian! If you can sing: The Son, who 

is proclaimed to be a Lord and Savior, 
is my Savior; and if you can confirm 

the message of the angel and say yes 
to it and believe it in your heart, then 

your heart will be filled with such 
assurance and joy and confidence, and 

you will not worry much about even 
the costliest and best that this world has to offer. 

For when I can speak to the virgin from the bottom 
of my heart and say: O Mary, noble, tender virgin, 

you have borne a child; this I want more than 
robes and guldens, yea, more than my body and 

life; then you are closer to the treasure than 
everything else in heaven and earth, as Ps. 73 [:25] 

says, “There is nothing upon earth that I desire 
besides thee.” You see how a person rejoices when 

he receives a robe or ten guldens. But how many 
are there who shout and jump for joy when they 

hear the message of the angel: “To you is born this 
day the Savior?” Indeed, the majority look upon it 

as a sermon that must be preached, and when 
they have heard it, consider it a trifling thing, and 

go away just as they were before. This shows that 
we have neither the first nor the second faith. We 

do not believe that the virgin mother bore a son 
and that he is the Lord and Savior unless, added 

to this, I believe the second thing, namely, that he 
is my Savior and Lord. When I can say: This I accept 



V o l . 1 7 - 1 2               D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7        P a g e  | 7 

 

as my own, because the angel meant it for me, 

then, if I believe it in my heart, I shall not fail to 
love the mother Mary, and even more then child, 

and especially the Father. For, if it is true that the 
child was born of the virgin and is mine, then I 

have no angry God and I must know the feel that 
there is nothing but laughter 

and joy in the heart of the 
Father and no sadness in my 

heart. For, if what the angel 
says is true, that he is our Lord 

and Savior, what can sin do 
against us? “If God is for us, 

who is against us?” [Rom. 8:31]. 
Greater words than these I 

cannot speak, nor all the 
angels and even the Holy 

Spirit, as is sufficiently testified 
by the beautiful and devout songs that have been 

made about it. I do not trust myself to express it. I 
most gladly hear you sing and speak of it, but as 

long as no joy is there, so long is faith still weak or 
even nonexistent, and you still do not believe the 

angel.  

You can see what our papists and Junkers, who 

have chosen innumerable saviors, have felt about 
this faith. Indeed, the papists still want to retain 

the mass, the invocation of saints, and their 
invented works by which we are to be saved. This 

is as much as to say, I do not believe in the Savior 
and Lord whom Mary bore; and yet they sing the 

words of the angel, hold their triple masses [at 
Christmas] and play their organs. They speak the 

words with their tongues but their heart has 
another savior. And the same is true in the 

monasteries: if you want to be saved, remember 
to keep the rule and regulations of Francis and you 

will have a gracious God! And at the Diet of 
Augsburg they decided to stick to this. In the name 

of all of the devils, let them stick there! It has been 
said sufficiently that this Savior lies in the manger. 

But if there is any other thing that saves me, then 
I rightly call it my savior. If the sun, moon, and stars 

save, I can call them saviors. If St. Bartholomew or 
St Anthony or a pilgrimage to St. James or good 

works save, then they surely are my savior. If St. 
Francis, then he is my savior. But then what is left 

of the honor of the child who was born this day, 
whom the angel calls Lord and Savior, and who 

wants to keep his name, which is Savior and Christ 
the Lord. If I set up any savior except this child, no 

matter who or what it is or is called, then he is not 

the Savior. But the text says that he is the Savior. 
And if this is true—and it is the truth—then let 

everything else go.  

One who hears the message of the angel and 

believes it will be filled with fear, like the 
shepherds. True, it is too high for me 

to believe that I should come into 
this treasure without any merit on my 

part. And yet, so it must be. In the 
papacy this message was not 

preached in the pulpit, and I am 
afraid that it will disappear again. It 

was the other message that the devil 
initiated and has allowed to remain 

in the papacy. All their hymns are to 
this effect. Among the Turks the devil 

has completely wiped it out. Therefore, remember 
it, sing it, and learn it, while there is still time!  I fear 

that the time will come when we shall not be 
allowed to hear, believe, and sing this message in 

public, and the time has already come when it is 
no longer understood; though Satan does not 

allow it to be spoken with the mouth, as the 
papists do. But when it comes to declaring that he 

is born for you and to singing:  
 In dulci jubilo  

 Now sing with hearts aglow!  
 Our delight and pleasure  

 Lies in praesepio  
 Like sunshine is our treasure  

 Matris in gremio  
 Alpha est et O!  

—this he is unwilling to allow.  

What we have said, then, has been about that 

second faith, which is not only to believe in Mary’s 
Son, but rather that he who lies in the virgin’s lap 

is our Savior, that you accept this and give thanks 
to God, who so loved you that he gave you a 

Savior who is yours. And for a sign he sent the 
angel from heaven to proclaim him, in order that 

nothing else should be preached except that this 
child is the Savior and far better than heaven and 

earth. Him, therefore, we should acknowledge and 
accept; confess him as our Savior in every need, 

call upon him, and never doubt that he will save 
us from all misfortune. Amen. 
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St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes of November 8, 2017 

Members Present: President – Jim Mueller         Absent: 
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz             Mike Michaelson 

   Treasurer – Jim French    
   Secretary – Monika Pfannes    
   Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism – Glen Bromm 
   Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda 
   Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens 
   Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter 

Guests: Rev. Theodore & Mrs. Linda Voll, Kirk Koupal, Jim Leedy 

President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 

Pastor opened the meeting with a reading from 2 King 5:1-19 (Healing of Naaman) and a devotion 
from Edmund Steinley. God will speak through the least likely people at the least likely times. 
There is a difference between looking for God and finding Him. We need to come to God as a soul 
in need of His help. That is what He wants from us. 

Secretary’s Report: After review of the minutes from the October 11, 2017, Board of Directors 
meeting, a motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the minutes as 
presented. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: After review of the October Treasurer Report, a motion was made by Paul 
Reda, second by Erma Stevens to accept the report as presented. Motion carried. Erma then made 
a motion to move ahead with the annual Christmas gifts to the employees of the church as has been 
done in past years. Second by Marlin Shull. Carried. 

Board Reports: 
Board of Christian Education: In Mike’s absence, Peter Daellenbach reported that a lengthy 

discussion was held at the last Elder’s meeting regarding Sunday School. We will continue with 
Kidz Church for the younger students, Centershot for the middle elementary, and Pam Joles 
has agreed to shepherd the older youth. 

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported this week’s bulletin will announce that Art Ketelhut 
will be retiring as Elder after 23 years of service. The new Elder for Zone 7 will be Erich 
Springer. Monika will place an announcement in both the bulletin and next month’s 
newsletter. 

Board of Evangelism: Glen Bromm reported tonight’s Community Meal had a lower turnout, 54 
people served, than past events. The next meal is being planned for January, 2018.  

Board of Stewardship:  Erma Stevens would like the church to look into purchasing six (6) or more 
Large Print Lutheran Service Books for use by those members who find the print of the hymnal 
in the pew challenging to read. Monika will check into the pricing of the large print hymnals. 
A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Peter Daellenbach, to purchase a minimum 
of six (6) Pew Edition Large Print Hymnals. Motion carried. 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported there were three requests for assistance during the 
past month. We were able to assist, as well as refer for additional assistance, two of these 
requests. Unable to contact the third request. 

Board of Trustees:  
Water Softener for Church & Parsonage – Marlin Shull reported we have backed off of this 
project for now. The water quality in the church and parsonage is good. Our well is 156 feet 
deep and was drilled in 1995. 

Trees – The company called had their equipment break down. The monument marker for the 
back property line was found and it has been determined that the line of trees is right on the 
center line. We are holding off on taking those trees down until the owners of the adjoining 
properties can be contacted. The trees are diseased, with seven trees currently dead. The 
wood from the trees will be available. 

Trash Area – Marlin reported that we have contracted with Republic Waste because the price 
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was negotiated to a lower amount than Waste Management for a larger dumpster. As a motion 
was made last month, voted and approved for service to be contracted through Waste 
Management, a new motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Paul Reda, that we contract 
with Republic for a trash dumpster. Motion carried. 

Snow Removal – Quote for snow removal has been received from the same company that 
performed this service last year, Better Yards, for the same price as last year. A motion was 
made by Jeff Krentz, second by Paul Reda, to accept this bid for the 2017-2018 Winter Snow 
Removal. Motion carried. 

Basement Water – Marlin reported that when the sprinkler system was shut off, the leakage 
into the basement seems to have stopped. Spring will be the earliest time we can verify that 
the sprinkler system has been the source of our water problem in the basement of the church 
and parsonage. 

Carpet cleaning – The carpet in the fellowship hall and hallway will be done on Thursday, 
rather than Tuesday of the coming week. 

Pastor Winter: Pastor reported that he and Judy would be on vacation in Tennessee for the next 
two (2) weekends. Mike Michaelson will be delivering the sermon. Pastor also reported that 
Markey Baptist Church had an incident requiring removal of an individual by authorities. We 
may want to consider measures to secure our sanctuary during services. This will be discussed 
under New Business. 

Intentional Interim Ministry Program:  
• Pastor Winter introduced Rev. Ted Voll and Mrs. Linda Voll. Rev. Voll has been suggested by 

Dr. Kasper to serve us as the Interim Pastor beginning Jan. 1, 2018. This would be Rev. Voll’s 
fourth IIP call. He currently lives in West Branch. Jim Mueller and Peter Daellenbach spoke 
with the District office last week.  They contacted Rev. Voll and invited him, and his wife, to 
come to our Community Meal and the Board meeting following as an informal meet and greet 
opportunity. Jim Mueller, Peter Daellenbach and Jim French will be meeting on November 13, 
to go over the proposed contract, and a formal negotiation meeting has been set up for 
Tuesday, Nov. 21. Attendees at that meeting will be Peter Daellenbach, Jim Leedy, Kirk 
Koupal & Rick Joles from the Elders, and Jim Mueller, Jim French, Erma Stevens and Monika 
Pfannes from the Board of Directors. Rev. Voll reminded the Board that a vote from the 
congregation will be required in order to call an Intentional Interim Pastor. The date for this 
special voter’s meeting is to be decided. 

Old Business:  
• Church Office Security – Paul Reda has put together a bid to install a 3’ x 2’ window, 1 side 

active with tempered glass and a deadbolt in the church office for $1100. The cost to install 
some type of barrier for the door window should be minimal. A motion was made by Peter 
Daellenbach, second by Jeff Krentz, to authorize up to $1,500 to upgrade the security in the 
Church Office with work to be completed by Paul Reda. Motion carried. 

New Business:  
• Church Security – Marlin Shull initiated a discussion regarding safety and security of the 

congregation during service in wake of the recent events in Texas. He has received information 
from the insurance company to purchase Terrorist Coverage which can be added to our policy 
for a nominal annual amount. After lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Marlin Shull, 
second by Paul Reda, that all exterior doors of the church building except the north door by 
the church office be locked during services. Motion carried. The Elders will take responsibility 
to make sure the doors are locked and the north entrance is monitored. 

Visitor Remarks: None 

Correspondence: None received 

Miscellaneous: No miscellaneous items were presented.  

A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Glen Bromm, to adjourn the meeting at 8:09pm with 
the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and meeting was so closed. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Monika Pfannes 
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting  
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Coming Attractions....   
(Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Dec 06 – Outreach Meeting 

Dec 06 – Potluck Supper and Midweek Advent Service #1 

Dec 07 – Ladies Aid Meeting 

Dec 07 – Elders Meeting 

Dec 10 – One Worship Service with Special Voter’s Meeting to follow 

Dec 13 – Soup Supper and Midweek Advent Service #2 

Dec 13 – Board of Directors Meeting 

Dec 17 – Confirmation Sunday with Brunch to follow 

Dec 20 – Taco Supper and Children’s Christmas Program 

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Dec 25 – Christmas Day Worship Service 

Dec 25 – Church Office will be Closed 

Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship Service 

Dec 31 – Ushering in the New Year at the Koupals 

January 1, 2018 – Church Office Closed for Holiday 

 
 
 
 

 


