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The View from Here
What Kind of People are Saints?
We, along with churches around the world are
celebrating All Saints Day. This year we will
celebrate on November 5th. All Saints Day is
always on November 1, but we adapt and
celebrate it on the Sunday after Reformation. Did
you ever wonder: “What kind of people are
saints”? The church does refer to certain people
as saints, like St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Paul, St.
Peter, and so on. These are writers of the New
Testament of the Bible. The Roman Catholic
Church even elevates some people to a special
status of sainthood; with qualifications they say
are required to become a saint. That said, was
there something special about these people that
made them saints? The answer to that question
is yes and no. The first people I mentioned all
wrote parts of the New Testament, so they are
special to the church. We thank God for them and
praise them for the gifts that they have given to
the Church. These are people that God worked
through in order to bring His Word to all people
to tell the Good News of Jesus. We call them
saints because God has done a holy work through
them.
Does that mean the saints themselves are holy?
Well, yes and no. Yes, saints are holy. No, saints
are not perfect. They are sinners just like all of
us. Saints are holy. That's what the word saint
means. The Greek word used for that is "The holy
ones." So, a saint is literally a holy person. But,
from the Bible's point of view, it is not that they
are holy because they are perfect or holy because
of the things they do. The Bible is clear when it
teaches that all people are sinners. So then how
can a person be a saint when they sin just like
the rest of us?
People are saints when they are DECLARED
HOLY or made holy, sanctified by God! People are
saints because God has forgiven their sins
through the death and resurrection of
Jesus. From the Bible's point, saints are forgiven
sinners. All forgiven sinners are saints. When
God forgives our sins, we are holy in His sight
because He covers our sins, and by faith God
gives us gifts and He gifts us with the holiness of
Jesus. That's what it means to be holy. Therefore,
all believers are saints. St. Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians 1:1 says that Paul sent a letter for all
the saints in Ephesus. He wasn't writing to a
certain select group of holy people in the church.
He wrote to all the people in the church at
Ephesus, and called all believers saints. That
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makes us saints too. All who believe in Jesus are
saints. We are holy in God's sight by faith in the
work and the person of Jesus Christ.
While we call St. Matthew, St. Mark, or the
other saints, we agree that there is something
special about them, but nothing special in them
that qualifies them to be holy. That's God's doing.
But we do honor them as special because of what
God accomplished through them. When we refer
to people as Saint somebody, we are really
praising God for His work through them.
Some denominations elevate saints to a status
in which they are prayed to. We as Lutherans
don't pray to them, but rather we honor them
because of what God did for them and does
through them. We pray to Jesus, we honor
saints. So, we are graciously invited by God to
pray directly to Him again through Jesus Christ,
but, we can certainly model the behavior of the
saints. In fact, they demonstrate a trust in God
for all things and that's something from which we
can all learn. In fact, their prayer life to Jesus is
a great example to start to follow. God worked
through them to accomplish His will and to show
His love to everyone. Also, the saints who went
before us serve as examples of how to live and to
persevere in the faith. And think about this. We
have Christians in our lives presently that God is
working through, and whose example we should
follow in faith.
So, on All Saints Day we can praise God for all
His saints ... both those who have gone before
and those who are in our lives now, even as we
strive in God's grace to be saints for those we
love.
That’s the View from Here…

Pastor Winter and Congregation,
I would like to thank you for your prayers
and concerns during my recent health issues:
sepsis and two kidney surgeries.
I truly know how considerate and caring the
people of St. John can be.
God Bless –
Richard Kukuk
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News From the Branch –
An Update from Monika Pfannes

KIDZ CHURCH

Just around the corner is Advent
and the Christmas Season. This year
we will be presenting our Children’s
Christmas
Program
“Bethlehem
Lights” during our find Wednesday Advent Service
on December 20, 2017. We are looking for children
and volunteers to join in the fun. Please sign up on
the sheet located on the Christmas Bulletin Board
by the drinking fountain.

News From the Synod for
Today's Families -

The Least of These

November 2017

Laundry. Dishes. Meal prep. Lather, rinse, repeat.
Sometimes keeping other (usually smaller) humans
alive can feel like a mundane thing. It’s often the same,
day in and day out. All the typical activities that make
up a day – eating, sleeping, getting dressed – truly take
up quite a bit of time, but there’s often not much to
show for all the effort. To add insult to injury, taking
care of those ordinary, go-nowhere tasks sometimes
even means that there’s no time left over for what we
might deem “worthier” pursuits.
When we’re caring for children and grandchildren –
either directly in the home or by working outside of the
home to provide for the family – we have precious little
time for new hobbies, exciting ventures, or even charity
work. It’s hard to forgo the “fulfilling” stuff in life when
you’re busy just trying to keep everything, and
everyone, together.
But in the midst of all this ordinary, endless activity,
our Lord says something extraordinary.
Then the the King will say to those on His right,
“Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit
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the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave Me
food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and
you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was
in prison and you came to Me.” Then the righteous
will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see
You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? And when did we see You a stranger and
welcome You, or naked and clothe You? And when
did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?” And
the King will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as
you did it to one of the least of these My brothers,
you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25:34-40)
Whether or not we notice it each day, Christ turns our
lives upside down and inside out by making the
mundane into something sacred. He doesn’t expect us
to go out and search far and wide for some obscure
neighbor to serve by building them a home, cooking
them the finest meals, and providing the best clothes.
He sets “the least of these” right in our own homes, in
the center of our lives, so that we can simply do what
the righteous do by caring for their needs.
We call this vocation, and through our vocations as
parents, grandparents, and caretakers, God is at work
to accomplish His will in the lives of His people. The
work that we do, no matter how routine, is miraculous
because through it God sustains and provides for “the
least of these,” His children. Because Christ, through
His sacrifice and forgiveness, has redeemed all of our
work and makes it holy, we become the hands of God
even when we feel that there’s nothing special about
the work that we’ve been given to do.
Being a family, after all, is simply about loving and
serving our neighbor. Our very, very close neighbor.
So next time you find yourself making that trek to
soccer practice again or changing another diaper or
breaking up one more sibling squabble, let the words
of Christ echo in your ears: ”As you did it to one of the
least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.”
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Those Who Serve...

AN ARMED FORCES PRAYER –
Please keep Aaron and Sara
Palmerton in your prayers as they
are both deployed overseas.
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WE’RE GETTING READY TO SPREAD SOME
HAPPINESS! – The stores have already begun
to put up their Christmas decorations – WAY
too early! BUT … it’s not too
early to start thinking about
those who will have NO gifts at
Christmas time without our help.
St.
Vincent
was
more
appreciative
for
all
your
generous gifts last year than I can convey –
they all know about St. John! They are
excited that we are willing to set up another
Sharing Tree for this year and have
expressed a need for the following items:
1. Household for Seniors in need – sheets,
towels,
blankets,
all
sorts
of
kitchenware with silverware and small
appliances such as crockpots at the top
of the list. We often think of the
children, but so many of our seniors live
on low incomes, these “basics” become
luxury items and they are so happy to
receive something new.
2. Infants & Young Children – toys of all
kinds
3. Teen Girls age 11-15 – Make-up items,
craft kits, etc.
As always, any item you would like to give
would be welcome and will find a home – the
above 3 areas are of particular need. Rather
than putting tags on the tree, we will be
placing collection boxes underneath the tree
for your donations. All donations must be
received by December 3, 2017.
If you have any questions, please contact us
or the Church Office.
~Blessings, Jane & Rick Radulski,
Sharing Tree hosts.
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LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PUT ON
ONE MORE PARTY TO FINISH OFF AN EVENTFILLED YEAR! Pastor Winter’s final worship service
will be the 7:00pm New Year’s Eve Service on
December 31, 2017. We are looking for a group of
volunteers to help coordinate a final send-off in
the form of a New Year’s Eve Party to be held
following the worship service.
This will be it, folks. Our
ushering out of what will
undoubtedly be the longest
pastorate in St. John Lutheran
Church’s history throughout
the coming ages, and the welcoming in of a new
year.
Here We Stand …
Let’s pull out the stops!
Bring on the Food, the Drink!
Let the Merry making commence!
Let’s gather in fellowship as we face the beginning
of a new chapter … and go forward!

Business Directory Update!

Recently Dan Nagy provided necessary excavation
work to improve the
drainage field between the
parsonage and education
wing of the church. We are
please to provide his
business information to the
members of St. John.
Please add Dan Nagy
Excavating to your Business
Directory.
Didn’t get a
directory? – Contact the
church office and Monika
will be happy to run you a
copy.

ST. JOHN
MEMBERS
– YOU’RE
INVITED!
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St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes of October 11, 2017
Members Present:
President – Jim Mueller
Absent:
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Mike Michaelson
Treasurer – Jim French
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Evangelism – Glen Bromm
Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter
Guests: Jerry Andrews, Alekz Pfannes & Kaitlynne Warmack
President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Pastor opened the meeting with a reading from 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 and a devotion from AW
Toizer.
Secretary’s Report: After review of the minutes from the September 13, 2017, Board of Directors
meeting, a motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Erma Stevens, to accept the minutes as
presented. Motion carried. Minutes of the Special Congregational Meeting held September 24,
2017, were reviewed but no motion to approve was entertained as these minutes will be
presented for approval at the next Annual Congregational Meeting to be held in June, 2018.
Treasurer’s Report –Jim French stated the phone bill issue is resolved and this month’s line item
reflects three months billing. Expenses are significant this month compared to income, however
many of the Retirement Party bills were paid during this month. A motion was made by Monika
Pfannes, second by Erma Stevens, to accept the September 2017 Treasurer’s Report as
presented. Motion carried.
Board Reports:
Board of Christian Education: No Report
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach reported that Glen Bromm will be resigning his Elder duties
as he is caring for the parishes in Mio and Glennie. The Elders have candidates in mind to fill
this position.
Board of Evangelism: Glen Bromm reported the Family Fun Fest went well. 71 non-members
attended and a breakdown will follow.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens stated no activity during the past month.
Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported there were two requests for assistance during the
past month. One request was for gas and the second was referred.
Board of Trustees:
Water Softener for Church & Parsonage – Marlin Shull reported that he had requested three
bids for the church & parsonage. Two have been received: Fox Plumbing at $3,600 and Culligan
at $5,300. After discussion, the board has requested additional exploration to check if the
water quality problem lies in the well itself and if a new well may be what is needed. Jeff
Krentz will check to find out what the depth of our current well is as the water in his store
across M-55 is excellent.
Trees – Louise Nagy came through on the discovery of whether the trees located at the back
of the parking lot are on Church property or the neighboring properties. As the northern
boundary line of the church property (parking lot) is 400’ from the center of M-55, the trees
are located on the neighboring properties and therefore are the responsibility of those
individual property owners, not St. John. Marlin will make arrangements to have the tree by
the drive through canopy removed.
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Trash Area – Marlin obtained three bids for a 4 yard dumpster to replace the trash cans
currently used by the Church and parsonage. Billy’s - $125, Republic - $130, and Waste
Management - $150. A motion to approve a 4 yard dumpster through Billy’s to replace the
existing garbage cans was made by Glen Bromm, second by Paul Reda. Motion carried. Marlin
will handle the transition.
Pastor Winter: No official report. He and Judy would like to thank everyone again and express
their gratitude for the Retirement/Birthday Party. He has been asked to serve as the
Supervising Pastor for Deacon Glen Bromm but needs church permission and signatures on the
certificate to do so. Motion to grant permission was made by Jim French, second by Paul
Reda. Motion carried.
Old Business:
• Intentional Interim Ministry Program – Jim Mueller updated the board that Dr. Kasper’s office
has been contacted and a request to call back was left with his assistant, Laurie. Jim
emphasized this call was made to establish a common contact for the Church and this process
will involve the Elders, the Board and the Congregation as we proceed to what the next step
for us is. Jim advised that he has told Dr. Kasper’s office that the church can be a point of
contact, as he is not always available and Monika will pass along any and all information. After
Dr. Kasper makes contact with the office, a meeting will be set up with Jim Mueller, Peter
Daellenbach and Dr. Kasper to go over what the next steps will be. Jim then proposed that as
this program is going to become a standing item at future board meetings a IIMP bullet item
be added to the agenda.
• Other Old Business from September – Monika Pfannes reported that the Sharing Tree is going
up, the DVD on Martin Luther has been ordered, and all went well with the ballots.
New Business:
• Recognition – Jim Mueller proposed that the Board recognize Kaitlynne Warmack for a job well
done in organizing Pastor’s Retirement Party. A motion to recognize Kaitlynne Warmack for
the special effort she made to put together Pastor’s party was made by Erma Stevens, second
by Jeff Krentz. Motion carried.
• Church Office Security – Jim Mueller brought up recent events in the Church Office which may
require some additional security measures for staff. Jim asked Monika to relay a couple
encounters with the public that have raised this concern; one in which he was present and the
most recent where she was in the building alone. After discussion, Paul Reda has agreed to
work up the cost to install a window in the office which will allow Monika a direct view of who
is entering the building, as well as providing a spatial barrier. Additional items such as a panic
button will also be explored.
Visitor Remarks: Kaitlynne Warmack reported that Centershot has been meeting on Sundays during
the Kidz Church time for the past four weeks. They have had 2-6 children attend and have spent
2 weeks completing Bible Study work and 2 weeks shooting in the basement. She also emphasized
that the children are aware they will not be allowed to participate in the archery portion of the
program unless they have completed the Bible Study work for that week.
Correspondence: A letter was received from a member pertaining to a newsletter article recently
published. The article was interpreted to be political in nature. Pastor Winter responded that he
submitted the article from a publication of Hillsdale College and would write a response to the
concerned congregant.
Miscellaneous: No miscellaneous items were presented.
A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Paul Reda, to adjourn the meeting at 8:17pm
with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and meeting was so closed.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monika Pfannes
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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Coming Attractions....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

01
02
02
05
08
08
09
10
11
13
13
14
16
22
23
24

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Outreach Meeting
Ladies Aid Meeting
Elders Meeting
Daylight Savings Time Ends!
Community Meal
Board of Directors Meeting
Ladies Bible Study
Pastor & Judy away on vacation through Nov 21
Veteran’s Day
Red Cross Blood Drive
Altar Guild Meeting
Church Office will be Closed
No Bible Study or Confirmation
Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00pm
Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed
Church Office Closed for Holiday
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