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The View from Here 

Reformation 500! 

The Reformation celebration of this year, 2017 is 
a once-in-a-lifetime occasion! She, the Lutheran 
Church, is 500 years old! On October 31st we 
Lutherans will celebrate the beginning of the 
Lutheran Reformation when Martin Luther posted 
his 95 theses on the Castle Church door in 
Wittenburg, Germany. 
This was the start of the Reformation, but 

Lutheran theology always existed in the Church, 
so, this wasn’t technically the beginning of 
Lutheranism. The teachings of Martin Luther were 
taken from the Holy Scriptures, so, they were 
around a very long time before Martin Luther.  
Lutheranism always existed in the church, it just 

was not called that until the time of Martin Luther. 
Luther didn’t come up with anything new, but he 
rediscovered what was already there. In fact, the 
teachings had been in the Scriptures all along but 
had been ignored. 
The first and foremost teaching of Lutheran 

theology is that we are saved by grace alone 
through faith in Jesus Christ. This idea was 
nothing new and had always been around in Holy 
Scripture, but it had been lost over the years. 
Salvation by faith alone eventually became 
replaced by salvation by good works, teaching 
that one must do good works to get to heaven. 
This happened gradually over a century before 
Luther. 
The problem began when the Bible was 

translated from the original Hebrew and Greek 
into Latin. A key word was mistranslated … it 
was the word "repent." In the Greek, the word 
"repent" means to "change one's heart.” 
Therefore, to repent means having turned 180 
degrees away from sin and back to God for 
forgiveness. The key word mistranslated then, 
“repentance” was translated to mean “do 
penance" or “do acts of penance”. With that 
meaning, repentance became a process of doing 
good works and acts to appease God for your 
sins. Since the Latin Bible had become the 
official Bible of the Roman Catholic Church 
rather than the original Hebrew and Greek 
version, all Roman Catholics were taught to do 
good works to receive forgiveness of sins. 
This misguided teaching led to a slippery slope 

of false teachings and abuses in the Roman 
Catholic Church for the next several centuries.  
The printing press had not been invented yet, so 
the clergy were about the only ones who had a 
Bible to study the Word.  

In comes the monk, Martin Luther. He was 
taught to do penance like everybody else. But 
Luther was never satisfied that he had ever done 
enough. (for good reason … we can never do 
enough!) 
Following the time that Gutenberg invented the 

printing press, Luther, who translated the 
Scriptures into German, was instrumental in 
getting the Bible into the hands of the common 
people in their native language. 
Luther made his key discovery that to repent 

was to “change the heart”.  Later the lightbulb 
came on above his head and he finally 
understood that great verse from Paul’s letter to 
the Romans that changed everything … “For we 
maintain that a man is justified by faith, 
apart from the works of the Law."  Luther 
fought the Roman Church to reform it’s theology, 
not to start a new church or split the church.  
I like to call it the Copernican Revolution of the 

Church. Copernicus discovered that our sun is 
the center of our system, rather than the earth. 
Similarly, Luther recognized Christ as the center 
of faith and not good works. This is what he 
wanted to reform in the church. 
We cannot thank God enough for Martin Luther. 

We cannot thank Luther enough for his staunch 
and dangerous stand upon the gospel of Christ, 
which assures us of our salvation by grace 
through faith … not by works of the law. (Eph. 
2:8). 
Join with me in giving 

thanks this month and 
always! 
That’s the View from Here…  
 

 

News on Bible Studies. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT STUDY 

 Jesus … Legend or Lord? 
An 8 Session Video Series Redux  

by Dr. Paul Maier 
Jesus is one of the most written about 
and debated figures in the world. In this 
eight-part video series, Dr. Maier 
explores a three-lane highway to the 
past through the disciplines of 

Archaeology, History, and Geography. Along the 
journey, we look back to the world that Jesus 
Himself saw as He moved toward the cross. 
Session 1 & 2: History and Archaeology: God’s 

“Back-up Systems” 
Session 3 & 4: New Perspectives on the Life of 

Jesus 
Sessions 5 & 6: The Crucifixion and Resurrection 
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Revisited 
Sessions 7 & 8: The Explosion of Christianity 
Please join us in the Luther Room at 11:00 
beginning September 24. – Bring a friend along 
with your coffee! – Pastor 

THURSDAY’S IN THE PARISH HALL AT 9:00am! 

A Man Named Martin 
Part III – The Movement 

Synopsis:  The Reformation has 
had an enormous influence on 
every area of life – on religion, 
politics, education, family life, 
and the world of work. Most of 
this was unintentional, at least on 
a human level, and both good and 

evil came of it. Yet God was doing His work, bring 
thousands and, ultimately, billions of people to 
the knowledge of their Savior Jesus Christ and to 
saving faith in Him. By today this blessing 
stretches around the world. In this Lutheran Hour 
Ministries’ Bible Study, we will examine the 
effects of the Lutheran Reformation – what 
consequences it had and how it continues to grow 
today. 

In Session One, we learn that the Lutheran 
Reformation was not a revolution; it was a 
reformation. And, at that, it has been called a 
fairly conservation 
reformation. Luther did not 
hate the church; he loved 
the church. Luther wanted 
to get rid of things in the 
church that were against 
the Word of God, but he was 
not trying to get rid of 
everything. And that set 
Luther apart from a lot of the other reformers. 

Join us for this 5 session Bible Study 

Ladies Bible Study Group: 
Submitted by Monika Pfannes 

We have just gotten 
started on our new study – 
Becoming More Than a 
Good Bible Study Girl by 
Lysa TerKeurst.  Fall is 

always a great time to start fresh. 
If you’ve thought about joining 
this fabulous group of ladies, 
we’d love to have you. We meet 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each 
month (except holidays such as 
Thanksgiving) in the Fellowship 
Hall from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  

 
 

 

Reformation 500!  
HERE WE STAND Worship Service Ingathering to 
Benefit Lansing-area Charities On Sunday, Oct. 
15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the 
state of Michigan and beyond will gather at the 
Breslin Center on the campus of MSU for a once-
in-a-lifetime worship event. As part of the 
celebration, Wellspring Lutheran Services is 
organizing an ingathering. 
Each region of the District will collect items for 

one of the following organizations: City Rescue 
Mission of Lansing, Hannah’s House, Women’s 
Center of Greater Lansing, or Greater Lansing 
Food Bank. 
St. John – Houghton Lake is part of the North & 
East Region and will be collecting pillows, new 
men’s socks, & new men’s underwear for City 
Rescue Mission of Lansing. City Rescue provides 
shelter to about 150 women, children & men 
every night and serves over 100,000 meals every 
year.  A collection box has been set up under the 
coat rack in front of the church office. 

 

 

News From the Branch –  
An Update from Monika Pfannes 

KIDZ CHURCH 

A big shout out to Pam Joles & Louise 
Nagy who have agreed to step in as 
our Pre-K – 2nd grade instructors! 

They’ve been busy cleaning up the room across from 
our “Cry Room” and are ready to go!   

Parents – if you are willing to 
help - please feel free to drop 
yourselves off with your 
children Sunday mornings! 
Extra hands are always 
welcome! 

 

 
 
 

From Kaitlynne Warmack 
Hello all!  
  Our Centershot group met the last 2 weeks and we 
have some returning archers along with new archers. 
We are continuing our journey in the Discipleship 
study; focusing on connecting how God is the center 
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of our lives (aiming point) and following him as his 
disciples just like following archery safety rules and 
keeping the center of the target as the central aiming 
point. Both the study and the actual archery are 
important to this program. We are really 
emphasizing with the young archers that as fun as 
archery is, it is just as important that they attend the 
weeks with the study because that is the foundation 
of the program just like how God's Word is the 
foundation for our lives. Again, as a reminder, we 
have split the archery 
program into 2 week 
sessions. One week will be 
our study in the yellow 
room with the following 
week downstairs 
practicing archery safety 
and target shooting. It is 
important that the archers attend both so they can 
continue shooting. If there are any questions or 
concerns, please contact me, Kaitlynne, @ 989-965-
1960 or Alekz. Your co-leader @ 989-329-7445. 

JR. CONFIRMATION CLASS 2017 
Jr. Confirmation classes for the 7th and 8th grade 
members of St. John began Thursday, September 21st 
at 4:00pm.  Just a reminder that class will be held 

every Thursday and Pastor has 
developed a concentrated series of 
classes designed to prepare our 2nd year 
students for the Rite of Confirmation 
on December 17, 2017. This will help to 
simplify the transition of a new pastor 

who will begin serving St. John on January 1, 2018. 
Please be aware that this concentrated effort 
REQUIRES ALL STUDENTS to attend every class 
without fail and without absence for the entire 
shortened term. Any legitimate excused absence must 
be made up – no exceptions.  

News From . . .  

 The Outreach Team 
Submitted by Carolyn Wood 

On Sept. 23, 
2017, from 11:00am – 
4:00pm we held our 5th 
Annual Family Fun Fest! 
Attendees enjoyed our Puppet 
Ministry Team, games, face 
painting, pumpkin painting, a 
bounce house and Centershot 
Archery.   

Thank you to all the volunteers who came out on 
this blistering day to set-up, oversee, and then 
tear-down the different activities. 
We laughed, we played, we 
sweated – and now we rest and plan 
for next year! 

News From . . .  

Your Board of Directors 
Intentional Interim Ministry 

The Board of Directors would 
like to thank all members who 
attended the Special Meeting on 
Sunday, September 24. The vote results were 
116 in favor and 9 opposing the use of an 
Intentional Interim Pastor beginning January 1, 
2018. We are in contact with the Michigan 
District and updates will be forthcoming. 

 

News From . . .  

 Lutherans for Life 
Article by Rev. Micheal W. Salemink, 
published in the Fall 2017 issue of 
LifeDate, A Quarterly Journal of News & 
Commentary from Lutherans for Life 
(LW refers to Luther’s Works, 55 vols. , 
Jaroslav Pelikan, Helmut Lehmann, et 
al., eds (St. Louis: Concordia & Philadelphia: Fortress, 1955-1986). 

How Luther Nailed It on Life Issues 
Life issues didn’t arise overnight. Their frequent 

connection to medical technology can make them 
seem like recent developments – and advances in 
understanding physiology and pharmaceuticals have 
made abortion and euthanasia more efficient and 
available of late. But these circumstances have been 
causing society’s difficulties – and providing 
opportunities to proclaim the Gospel – since ancient 
times. 

The Hippocratic Oath explicitly forbade both 
aborting and assisting suicide. This famous 
physician’s pledge stated, centuries before Jesus, 
“Neither will I administer a poison to anybody when 
asked to do so, nor will I suggest such a course. 
Similarly I will not give to a woman a pessary to 
cause abortion.” The Didache, a Christian text 
attributed to the apostles and as old as the New 
Testament, likewise declares, “Thou shalt not 
murder a child by abortion nor kill that which is 
begotten.” 

Martin Luther also applied his voice to life issues. 
As we celebrate the Reformation’s quincentennial, 
listening to him can still enlighten us. His view of 
family matters proved revolutionary in its time. 
Luther promoted marriage, encouraged 
childbearing, and praised parenting. He concluded 
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even unborn babies qualified as full-fledged human 
beings. 

Look at your infancy, and give thought to 
whether you remember that you were in your 
mother’s womb, that you lay in a cradle, that 
you sucked your mother’s breasts, cried, ate 
pap, grew, etc. Yet we are certainly alive even 
during the first year, when the fetus is carried 
in the mother’s womb. (LW 5:75) 

For no one of those who are alive today 
knows where he was during 
the first two years, when he 
lived either in the womb … Yet 
he lived at that time, and he 
was a body joined to a soul – 
a body adapted to all natural 
functions. (LW 8:316) 

Luther derived this truth 
directly from God’s Word. He 
observed how Holy Scripture 
testified about the prenatal 
humanity of Jesus and John the 
Baptist. “Moreover, when Christ, 
the Son of God, was to be 
conceived in his mother’s womb 
and become incarnate, he certainly had to be 
already present in essence and in person in the 
Virgin’s womb, and had to assume humanity there” 
(LW 37:62). “And St. John was a child in his mother’s 
womb [Luke 1:41] but, as I believe, could have 
faith” (LW 40:242). 

So Luther called abortion a sinful offense against 
the tiniest neighbors. “For those who pay no 
attention to pregnant women and do not spare the 
tender fetus become murderers” (LW 5:382). “How 
great, therefore, the wickedness of human nature is! 
How many girls there are who prevent conception 
and kill and expel tender fetuses, although 
procreation is the work of God!” (LW 4:304). In fact, 
he labels such acts the devil’s works: “Hourly the 
devil seeks to destroy us all. No sooner are you 
baptized then the devil lies in wait for you. If 
possible, he would kill you in your mother’s womb” 
(LW 23:256). 

In the same way, Luther saw suicide and its 
assistance as wrong. “Therefore those hotheaded 

spirits do wrong by 
scourging and 
beating themselves 
or by killing 
themselves and 
trying in this way to 
take heaven by 
storm” (LW 30:109). 

Christ Himself 
explains and sums it up. He says that we must 
not kill, neither with hand, heart, mouth, signs, 

gestures, help, nor counsel … So also, if you 
see anyone innocently sentenced to death or 
in similar distress, and do not save him, 
although you know ways and means to do so, 
you have killed him. It will not work for you to 
make the excuse that you did not provide any 
help, counsel, or aid to harm him. For you have 
withheld your love from him and deprived him 
of the benefit by which his life would have 
been saved (McCain, Paul Timothy, ed. 

Concordia: The Lutheran 
Confessions, 2nd ed. [St. 
Louis: Concordia, 2006], 
379-80) 

God’s limitless grace 
convinced Luther to regard 
life with such respect. Both 
Bible and experience led him 
to behold human beings and 
their bodies as gifts and 
privileges of infinite 
preciousness imparted by the 
Lord Himself. Neither ability 
nor disobedience, whether 
one’s own or a neighbor’s, 

could improve upon or invalidate the worth the 
Almighty instilled. 

I believe that God has made me and all 
creatures; that He has given me my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 
reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them … He richly and daily provides me with 
all that I need to support this body and life … 
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me (Luther’s Small Catechism 
with Explanation [St. Louis: Concordia, 2005], 
15-16).  

Finally, Luther found this grace great enough to 
forgive even evils against life. Jesus Christ died and 
rose to save sinners from just such guilt. “That is 
why all those should be absolved whose sins are 
hidden, whether they are sins of the flesh, or of 
every kind of lust, abortion, and the life” (LW 39:42). 

When the devil throws our sins up to us and 
declares that we deserve death and hell, we 
ought to speak thus: “I admit that I deserve 
death and hell. What of it? Does this mean that 
I shall be sentenced to eternal damnation? By 
no means. For I know One who suffered and 
made satisfaction in my behalf. His name is 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Where he is, 
there I shall be also” (Tappert, Theodore G, 
trans. And ed. Luther: Letters of Spiritual 
Counsel [Vancouver: Regent College, 2003], 
86-87). 
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News From The Mission Field … 

 
E-mail received from The Heineys 
stationed in Guinea, Africa. 

September 25, 2017 
Dear Friends, 

It's been a kind of fun month in ministry as God 
seems to be opening more and more doors. 
Thanks for all your prayers and thoughts this 
month. Below are some photo from this month. 

Here's what's happening with us! 

Newsletter is found on pages 14 & 15 

Blessings to you all, and thank you for your 
continued prayers! 

With love, 
Tim and Beth ><> 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Left: Tim praying with some of the local neighborhood 

children. They often come now with their health issues 

(head aches, sores, colds) for prayer to Jesus. 

Right: This is what I look like if I sit in any one place for too 

long. We pray that the children here grow up being 

familiar with talking about Jesus! 

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

God vs. Caesar 
October  2017 

Isn’t it funny when you ask 
someone a multiple-choice question but get a yes or 
no response? Sometimes my daughter does this to 
me. I’ll ask her, “Would you like cake or ice cream for 
dessert?” Her answer: yes. 

What she means to say is “both,” but of course that 
isn’t quite what I had in mind. She has to choose one 
or none; it can’t be both. (Although it often is both … 
who can say no?) 

While my motive in offering her dessert might be 
pure, the Pharisees aren’t quite so innocent when they 
ask Jesus to choose between god and Caesar. 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to 
entangle [Jesus] in His words. And they sent their 
disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that You are true and teach the 
way of God truthfully, and You do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for You are not swayed by 
appearances. Tell us, then, what You think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why put Me to the test, 
you hypocrites? Show Me the coin for the tax.” And 
they brought Him a denarius. And Jesus said to 
them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 
They said, “Caesar’s.” Then He said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

(Matthew 22:15-21) 

Essentially, Jesus answers, 
“Both” – and thank goodness 
He does, because it takes the 
guesswork out for us in our 
daily lives as citizens. 
However, today we often find 
ourselves having to choose 
between the two. Sometimes it 

feels like a fight to the death, God versus Caesar, 
round 98. 

As Christians, we often have to make a decision 
between honoring and upholding the true Word of God, 
which is very unpopular right now, and keeping in line 
with the demands of the state. We see this struggle 
everywhere fro the politics happening on a national 
level right down to our public schools. 

Examples abound of instances where those in power 
are demanding that Christians bypass their 
conscience, go against the Word of God, and get in line 
with a message that is more “politically correct.” 

Stand firm, dear Christian family. Teach your children 
that, yes, we obey our government … so long as it does 
not ask us to give up the Gospel. We pay our taxes, 
follow the government’s laws, and support it as it 
protects and serves our fellow citizens. As soon as that 
government steps out and demands that which is 
God’s, however, we are under no obligation to obey on 
that point. After all, Christ Himself appeared before 
Pontius Pilate, subordinating Himself to an earthly 
authority, yet remained faithful to God. We, too, have 
the freedome to remain faithful, offering to God that 
which we owe: faith in Christ and the fruits of that faith. 

Martin Luther, in a sermon on the Twenty-Third 
Sunday after Trinity, explains: 

But what if they would take the Gospel from us 
or forbid us to preach it? Then you are to say: The 
Gospel and Word of God I will not give up to you. 
This is not within your power, for your rule is a 
temporal rule, over worldly matters; but the 
Gospel is a spiritual, heavenly treasure, and 
therefore your authority does not extend over the 
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Gospel and God’s Word. (The Complete Sermons 

of Martin Luther, volume 3 [Michigan: Baker Books, 

2000], 305) 

In the meantime, together with our families, we pray 
for the day that we no longer have to choose. Come 
soon, Lord Jesus! 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright 
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

News From Florida - 
An Update from Barb McIntyre 

E-mail received Tuesday, Sept. 19, 2017 

Greetings from Florida! 
We are so 

blessed! Had to 
evacuate – could 
not find a motel 
room until 
Knoxville, TN – 
was able to get 
the next to last 
room at – drum 
roll please – Motel 6. That’s another story. The bed 
was clean and comfortable and the shower 
worked. That’s all, folks. We were so thankful to 
find it, thought we were going to sleep in the car 
with our 2 Chocolate Labs. Came home a week 
ago. The trip took 5 hours longer than usual, 15 
hours actual driving time. The traffic was bumper 

to bumper and 
stop and go. 
From states all 
over the country, 
there were 
dozens and 
dozens of utility 
trucks, FEMA 

transporting temporary housing, semi trucks with 
replacement telephone poles, trucks with food 
and water. This is an amazing country! All we faced 
when we got home was a few branches and leaves 
in the yard. Not the case 5 miles from here. 

All else is well. Have been so busy getting settled 
since we moved almost 3 months ago. LOVE 
Florida, including the heat and humidity. Think 
often of our St. John family. So sorry to miss 
Pastor’s party. Sounds like it was an amazing 
success!! 

Thanks for asking how we are. The new Ladies 
Bible Study sounds wonderful. Plan on buying the 
book. Won’t be the same as being with the group 
– but anxious to read. 

Take care, and tell everyone we said hi! 
Blessings to all - Barb 

  

News From The Lutheran Layman - 
What’s your ‘Take’ on LUTHER 

and the REFORMATION? 
How do YOU view Martin Luther? 

Article written by Dr. Gerald Perschbacher and published in the July-
August 2017 issue of The Lutheran Layman. Dr. Perschbacher serves as 
editor of The Lutheran Layman and manages the LHM Research Center 
Archives 

 
How do YOU 
view Martin 
Luther? Equally 
important, how 
was Luther 
assessed in the 
past? How do 
people from 
various walks 
of life and 
countries view 
the Reformer 
now? 

If Luther 
walked among 
us today, it is 
likely he would be first to humbly point out that 
he was not perfect. While the Good News of our 
perfect Savior was true, Luther and others (right up 
to the present) were empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to do countless holy things while wrestling with 
the saint-and-sinner aspects in their lives. 

In 1517, after university professor and friar Dr. 
Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the 

castle church in 
Wittenberg, those became 
a point of heated 
discussion among clerics. 
If you survey the 
responses that have 
survived from that time, 
you will quickly note that 

religious leaders settled into at least three camps. 
There were those who urged reform in a time 
when reform movements in previous years had 
revised the legal operations of regional 
governments and lifted the growing “burgher” 
class of merchants. Also, there were clerics who 
found Luther’s pointed statements completely off 
beam since he seemed to buck the authority of the 
higher “religious,” from Pope on down. Lastly, 
there were people who simply wondered about 
what was transpiring. Some were willing to wait 
and see the outcome. Some were negative to a 
degree that led to skepticism. 
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Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, president 
of Luther Church – Canada, recently 
told his church body that “down the 
years, people have remembered 
Luther’s Reformation in countless 
ways” (The Canadian Lutheran, 
March-April 2017, p42). Some saw 
Luther’s virtues from unique 
perspectives. Years ago, when 
Bugbee visited Luther sites in 
communist East Germany, “official 
government tour guides stressed how Luther – the 
‘little guy’ – stood up to corrupt power-structures 
of his time.” Others extolled “Luther’s decision to 
follow his own conscience rather than to comply 
with the demands of the authorities. In other 
words, he stressed the rights of the individual. 
Oddly enough, these voices often muffle the fact 
the Luther did not consider his conscience to be 
the ultimate authority, but stressed the 
importance of conscience ‘held captive to the 
Word of God’ … a very different concept, indeed!” 

Go back to the first question in this article. How 
do YOU view Martin Luther? Will you 
commemorate what he did or celebrate it? Or will 
you simply let it ride by as a blip in time that 
recalled some nearly ancient series of events that 
seem to have little bearing on 21st century life? 

To state it succinctly, as President Bugbee and 
others agree, the heart of the Reformation was the 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the entire world, took 
His place front and center so that ordinary people 
could come to know and trust Him. That’s at the 

heart of reformed 
lives, the 
manifestation of a 
180-degree turn from 
sinful selfishness to a 
sacrificial and holy 
walk with the Lord. 

“The teaching of the 
young professor 

[Luther] attracted attention beyond his classroom. 
Among those who came to hear … was Martin 
Pollich, an eminent doctor of philosophy, who had 
aided … in the founding of Wittenberg University. 
He was deeply impressed with the originality and 
spiritual insight with which Luther opened up the 
‘riches of grave’ in the writing of the great apostle 
[St. Paul],” wrote Dr. Elias B. Sanford in A History of 
the Reformation (Harvard College Library edition, 
The S.S. Scranton Company, Harford, Connecticut, 
1917, p68). Pollich stated that Luther “will put all 
the doctors to rout; he will introduce a new style 
of doctrine, and will reform the whole Church; he 

builds upon the Word of Christ and no 
one in this world can either resist or 
overthrow the Word ….” 

Still, Dr. Paul Robinson, professor of 
Historical Theology, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, recently wrote in 
Concordia Seminary magazine for 
Spring 2017 (pgs 14-16), that “the 
Reformation had to be a political 
event.” In reviewing his comments, he 
stresses that the Reformation is cast in 

spiritual terms as a renewed understanding of “the 
Gospel, the work of Christ” plus the role played by 
Scripture “in the life of the church.” The reformers 
“themselves had no choice but to be involved in 
politics.” Luther was perhaps the wariest of the 
major reformers when it came to politics. 
“Although he appealed to the princes to institute 
his reforms, he did not trust politics to achieve the 
aims of his reformation.” 

This writer will add that the Roman Catholic 
Church had become very political and militaristic 
during Luther’s time, the Pope heading the Papal 
States as a military leader and, at times, a 
conqueror. Church and State were seldom 
separated. 

Writing in Separated Brethren – A Survey of Non-
Catholic Christian Denominations in the United 
States (The Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee, 1958, p40) by devout Catholic William 
J. Whalen, he said, “Where later Reformers 
attempted to dispense with everything not 
specifically commanded or authorized by the 
Bible, Luther preserved whatever was not 
specifically forbidden by Scripture.” 

Reformation thinking speedily permeated daily 
life. One point Luther emphasized later in his life 
was marriage, after having experienced it himself. 
To mark its windup to the Reformation 
celebration, the Rocky Mountain District of The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod reported the 
following in its May 2017 issue of the district-wide 
publication, Peaks and Valleys (p2): “As Luther 
experienced marriage, he wrote a great deal about 
it … marriage is the God-appointed and legitimate 
union of man and woman … living to the glory of 
God … to obey God.” 
In a lighter tone, it 
noted, “Let the wife 
make the husband 
glad to come home, 
and let him make her 
sorry to see him leave.” 
Further, “There is no 
more lovely, friendly, and charming relationship, 
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communion, or company that a good marriage.” 
Finally, “The union of flesh does nothing. There 
must also be a union of the manners and mind.” 

For many years Lutheran Hour Ministries has 
taken to heart the necessity to share the Gospel in 
Asia, Latin America, Africa, and other distant lands 
in modes not far removed from the Reformation. 
Printed pieces have been offered in several 
languages in recent years to maximize the beauty 
of sharing God’s Word in reading – anywhere, any 
time, and for individual edification, not far 
removed from the burgeoning use of the relatively 
new moveable-type printing press of Western 
Europe that cradled the spread of the Word at the 
time of Luther. In that respect, the huge jump of 
Reformation thinking into mass communication is 
still very much alive in the present, even in Current 

applications of 
person media. 

Broadcasting 
far and near has 
been a hallmark 
The Lutheran 
Hour as far back 
as 1930, and to 
good effect. The 

plenteous 
broadcasts and 

downloadables 
sent by very 

active churches and individuals add to the 
messaging. Future historians may see such 
electronic movements as a further extension of the 
Reformation. Television, of course, has made its 
own headways with the same identical Good News 
that filled Luther’s heart and speech. Thus, the 
Reformation continues. 

Once again, consider: How do YOU view Martin 
Luther? If we affirm that the Reformation begun in 
1517 was instituted by Divine Authority, then the 
Reformation was and is from our timeless and 
eternal Lord. As His Word remains, it goes and it 
grows, wafted by the Holy Spirit into the lives of 
the church goers and those being introduced to 
the Word – to those who are neophytes and those 
who are life-long believers – each one craving for 
the everlasting Message and the peace, joy, and 
trust it brings. 

THAT may be one of the very BEST things to 
commemorate and celebrate in the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. 

 

REMINDER FOR THE MONTH 

OF OCTOBER -   
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE 

Mon, Weds, Fri: 1:00pm – 5:30pm 

Tues & Thurs: 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Regular Office Hours will resume November 1. 

 

Those Who Serve...   
AN ARMED FORCES PRAYER – 
Please keep Sara Palmerton in 

your prayers as she 
has been deployed 
with the 101st Air 
Force Unit on July 12 to Kuwait. 
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St. John Lutheran Church Board of Directors 

Meeting Minutes of September 13, 2017 

Members Present: President – Jim Mueller         Absent: 
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz    Pastor Winter  

   Treasurer – Jim French    
   Secretary – Monika Pfannes    
   Board of Christ Ed – Mike Michaelson 
   Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism – Glen Bromm 
   Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda 
   Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens 
   Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter 

Guests: Louise Nagy & Arlene Shull 

President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 

In Pastor’s absence, Jim Mueller led with a prayer from Pastor Winter. 

Secretary’s Report: After review, a motion was made by Marlin Shull, second by Paul Reda, to 
accept the minutes of the August 9th Board Meeting as presented. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report –Jim French stated the phone bill issue has been straightened out.  Pastor 
paid the July/August amounts using the church credit card. When that bill is received the 
Charter payment will be shown on the “Telephone” expense line item.  A motion was made 
by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to accept the August 2017 Treasurer’s Report as 
presented. Motion carried.  

Board Reports: 

Board of Christian Education:  
 Sunday School – Mike Michaelson reported that our 2 primary instructors are no longer available 

to teach due to relocation and illness.  He will announce the need for volunteers at the 
September 17 services and also place notice in the weekly bulletin. Having people to tag team 
would be great.  The exact need (number of children) is not yet known. 

 Centershot – This program is set to begin this weekend (Sept 17) with the first class being 
more organizational in content. This move to Sunday morning is in answer to prior years’ 
experience of outside activity conflicts for children wanting to participate in sports, dance, 
etc. After lengthy discussion regarding concerns about holding this program off-site, Jim 
Mueller asked for a consensus from the Board of Directors to go ahead with Centershot on 
Sunday Mornings as the 3rd – 6th grade Kidz Church Program, with all classes being held within 
the church building (Bible Study/Workbook activities in a classroom, Archery in the basement) 
until the Elders make a formal recommendation. Consensus approved. 

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach will not be absent for the October 11, 2017, board meeting 
and asked that last month’s approval to allow Bob Tarvis to attend in his stead with voting 
privileges be rescinded. 

Board of Evangelism: Glen Bromm reported that 80 people were served at this evening’s 
community meal.  Family Fun Fest plans are all set and they are hoping for a good turnout. 

Board of Stewardship:  Erma Stevens stated no activity during the past month. 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported there were 3 requests for assistance during the past 
month.  The church was able to assist with 2 of those requests.  An attempt to contact the 3rd 
person was made, but no call back has been received. 

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull reported that the gutters for the church and parsonage are in 
place. Also, Dan Nagy did an amazing job on the drainage field.  Marlin is obtaining bids for a 
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4 yard dumpster in lieu of the existing garbage cans.  Critters are getting into the enclosure 
and making a mess of the trash that is there. 

Trees – Marlin has obtained a bid of $800 to remove just the one (1) tree by the canopy with 
an additional $800 to take down/trim the trees along the back tree line.  Louise Nagy stated 
she would check for an existing field survey that may be filed with the County to help 
determine if the back trees are located on the Church’s property or not. A motion was made 
by Glen Bromm, second by Erma Stevens, to authorize up to $1,800 for tree cutting/removal, 
as necessary, with the single tree at the canopy being addressed first & singularly before those 
trees on the back property line. Motion carried. 

Red Cross Blood Drives – Marlin stated that volunteers for set-up & tear-down for the bi-
monthly drives is becoming an issue. Most who come to help are those men in their 70’s, 80’s 
and even 90’s. Moving the chairs and tables is quite labor intensive.  Louise Nagy said she 
would check with the high school to see if they can provide assistance with manpower. 

Pastor Winter:  

Old Business:  
• “After Party Brunch” – Erma Stevens reported that the brunch held this past Sunday, 

September 10, was well attended.  There were many positive comments about the Retirement 
Party held Saturday and the congregation was very generous as a large monetary gift was given 
in addition to the “Big Egg” Ceramic Cooker. 

• Policies & Procedures – Monika Pfannes presented the revised Policy #5 – Church Use Permit 
(at end of minutes). A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Paul Reda, to amend 
Policy #5 as presented. Motion carried. 

• From Pastor -  Jim Mueller shared the following: Glen Bromm will be installed on Sunday, 
September 17, 2017, in Mio. Board members and congregational members are welcome to 
attend.  Pastor would like to encourage as many Board members as possible to attend Glen’s 
installation.  Mike Michaelson will be conducting both services. 

New Business:  
• Intentional Interim Minister – Jim Mueller stated that wording for the IIM ballot was needed 

for the meeting on September 24.  Proposed: Shall the Congregation of St. John enter into 
the LCMS Intentional Interim Ministry Program. A motion to accept the wording was made by 
Mike Michaelson, second by Erma Stevens. Motion carried. 

• Sharing Tree – Jane Radulski submitted the following for consideration: “Would it be all right 
if we (Rick & Jane Radulski) set up our Sharing Tree for St. Vincent again this year? They were 
so appreciative of all the gifts last year.” A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by 
Paul Reda, to have the Sharing Tree set up again this year. Motion carried. 

• Martin Luther Documentary DVD – Peter Daellenbach reported that a documentary on Martin 
Luther was aired on PBS that was very well made.  The DVD of that documentary is available 
for purchase for $24.  Peter made a motion that the Board approve obtaining the DVD, for the 
church library, through pbs.org. Second by Erma Stevens. Motion carried.  Monika will order 
the DVD through the church office. 

Visitor Remarks: No questions presented. 

Correspondence: A thank you note from Pastor Winter for the Retirement/Birthday party was read 
(to be published in the October Newsletter for the congregation).  A thank you was also received 
from the Michigan District-LCMS for our $500 charitable gift to the Sower’s Fund. 

Miscellaneous: No miscellaneous items were presented.  

A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to adjourn the meeting at 8:22pm with 
the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and meeting was so closed. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Monika Pfannes 
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting 
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St. John Lutheran Church 
Board of Directors 

2888 West Houghton Lake Drive 
Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

(989) 366-5164 

 

 

 

 

Policy of St. John Lutheran Church of Houghton Lake, Michigan 
 
 

POLICY NAME On-site Use of Church Properties including equipment, 
rooms, land, etc. 

 

POLICY NUMBER     5 

 

DATE ADOPTED      May 11, 2011 

 

DATE REVISED       July 9, 2014 
   July 13, 2016 - 2nd Rev - Approved August 10, 2016 
   September 13, 2017 – 3rd Revision – Approved 
 
PURPOSE :       

All non-church use of church properties shall be requested from the Head Trustee or designee.  
A Church Use Permit and Borrow Form (Attachment '5A') shall be kept by the Church Office.  
Approval shall be given by the Board of Directors, who will also determine the charge, if any, for 
use. 

At no time will the use of the church kitchen include the use of any major appliance including 
the commercial dishwasher, convection oven, or either of the two stove/oven combinations. 

A review of long term facility use, i.e. Blood Mobile, A.A., T.O.P.S., etc., shall be conducted on 
an annual basis in July. 
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St. John Lutheran Church 
2888 West Houghton Lake Drive 
Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

Office (989) 366-5164 - Fax (989) 366.4420 
e-mail: stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 

website:  www.stjohnhl.com 

Church Use Permit & Borrow Form 
Attachment 5A 

To assist us in being proper stewards of God's house, the following are terms and conditions for use of St. John 
Lutheran Church, parish hall, kitchen facility, and equipment as determined by the ruling Board of Directors 
on September 10, 1997, and updated September, 2017.  These policies shall be approved or updated by each 
succeeding board as needed. 

The purpose of posting and publishing these conditions is for the clarification and understanding of how the 
Board of Directors can best direct the use of our facility for all the members and guests of St. John Lutheran 
Church of Houghton Lake, Michigan. 

1. Permission for the use of the church, church property (Reserve Road), parish hall, kitchen and equipment 
must be requested through, and approved by, the Head of the Board of Trustees or designee.  The pastor must 
be advised of the request for the use of the church and/or parish hall.  Forms will be available at the church 
office. 

2. A fee of $25.00 shall be levied for the use of either the church or the parish hall.  A fee of $50.00 shall be 
levied for simultaneous use of the church and parish hall.  These fees will be waived for funerals and baptisms, 
or at the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

3. An additional fee of $25.00 shall be levied for use of the church kitchen. At no time will use of the Church 
Kitchen include the use of any major appliance, including the commercial dishwasher, convection oven, or 
either of the two stove/oven combinations. 

4. Use of the church, parish hall, kitchen and equipment shall be on a first come, first served basis.  In any 
conflict, church membership will be the determining consideration.  If this does not solve the problem, the 
Board of Directors will make the final determination. 

5. Users of the church, parish hall, kitchen or equipment shall be responsible for the repair or replacement of 
any loss or damage incurred during the use of any of the above mentioned items. 

6. Use of tables and chairs shall be complimentary only to the members of St. John congregation, and available 
to the public at large with approval of the Board of Directors.  In the event of loss or damage to borrowed 
items, the undersigned agrees to repair, replace or remunerate St. John Lutheran Church for the damaged 
items. 

7. The appropriate fees are payable upon acceptance of the above conditions. 
COMPLETION OF THIS FORM DOES NOT GUARANTEE APPROVAL. 

The request form at the bottom of this page must be filled out in its entirety, and submitted to the 
church office for all items, including the use of tables and chairs 
  

__________________________________________________________________ REQUESTS USE OF THE 
    (Name of Organization or Individual) 

_________________________________________________ FOR ________________________________ 

____________________________ ON ____________________________________ TIME ____________. 
CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN READ & AGREED UPON  
BY: ____________________________________________________________  _____________________ 
          (Authorized Signature, Title)                 (Date) 

PAYMENT OF $____________ RECEIVED______ 

APPROVED BY: ______________________________________________________________________ 
            (Authorized Signature, Title)               (Date) 

  

mailto:stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
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Coming Attractions....   
(Times can be found on the Calendar) 

Oct 03 – Rummage Sale Set-Up 

Oct 04 – Outreach Meeting 

Oct 05 – Fall Rummage Sale 

Oct 05 – Elders Meeting 

Oct 06 – 2nd day of Fall Rummage Sale 

Oct 11 – Board of Directors Meeting 

Oct 12 – Ladies Bible Study 

Oct 15 – Breslin Center 500th Reformation Celebration 

Oct 24 – Big Brothers/Big Sisters Activity Night 

Oct 26 – Ladies Bible Study 

Oct 30 – Lion’s Club Halloween Candy Bagging Event 

 
 
 
 


