St. John Lutheran Church

Reformation 500!
WE’VE BOOKED THE BUS & HALF OF THE
AVAILABLE SEATS ARE ALREADY RESERVED! We
are heading to the Michigan District-wide
Worship Service Celebration, ”Here We Stand”,
at the Breslin Center in Lansing on Sunday, Oct.
15. The displays open at 2:00pm, a pre-service
concert begins at 4:00pm and the Worship
Service at 5:00pm. We have chartered a 56-seat
bus for that event and have partnered with
Bethlehem Lutheran – Standish. They have
requested 15 of the seats, with possibly 5
additional. The cost is $23/per person. Tickets
to the event are free and have been ordered. A
sign-up sheet is posted by the water fountain
with ONLY 13 SEATS still available! Seats must
be prepaid and money turned into the church
office by Sept. 15. This event includes an
ingathering. See page for details. Questions? See
Monika or call the Church Office.
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The View from Here
Overcoming This
World's Obstacles

“Faith” is a fascinating
word! Have you ever tried
to define “faith”? It’s not
easy … somewhat in the same category as “love”.
But, we have help with both words in Scripture. As
far as “faith” goes, Hebrews 11, often referred to
as the “faith” chapter begins with a description of
faith as “being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we don't see.” The rest of the
chapter explains that all the saints in the Old
Testament live by faith in what God had promised.
Then, Hebrews 12, verse 2 says, "We look to
Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him,
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God."
Hebrews 12 follows Hebrews 11 and that's
important not to forget, because understanding
Hebrews 11, helps us to read and understand
Hebrews 12.
Hebrews 12 begins by alluding back to the faith
of those who have gone before and the faith of
those who believe now, but a fundamental shift
occurs in verse 2. That's the verse I’m focusing on
now. Here, we're told to fix our eyes not on those
who have faith but on the One in whom they have
faith, so let's fix our eyes on Jesus. The point is not
just having faith, but focusing on the One in
whom we should put all our trust.
There's a lot of talk about faith nowadays and
folks do put their faith in many things, so what
does it mean to fix our eyes and our faith on
Jesus? It means that Jesus is the only true and
worthy object of our faith. It's not faith in
ourselves or in our favorite sports team. It's not
faith in government or our country. It's not even
faith in faith, or the power of positive thinking.
Now, those things may or may not be good at a
certain point, or helpful, but they're not worthy of
our ultimate faith. Jesus is the only One and the
only thing, the only Person, who deserves our
faith.
We all also put our faith in those other things …
we may use the language of faith to say that we
depend on those things or hope those things will
help us, but the true object of faith, ultimately, is
Jesus. He's God in the flesh. He's the only One who
can promise and deliver eternal life. He's the only
One who can conquer our enemies of sin, death,
and the power of the devil. Only Jesus is worthy
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of, and deserves, our faith.Jesus is the Founder
and Perfecter of our faith. This is one of those
places where the English translation really doesn't
reflect the original Greek. It actually makes more
sense in the Greek. The words here are really,
"He's the beginning and the goal, or the end of
our faith." Think about it. Jesus, the beginning of
our faith, He's the goal, He's the endpoint of our
faith. Basically, what the Hebrew's writer is saying,
"He's everything. He's the content. He's the
object. He's our hope. He's our promise. He's our
life. He is everything." And He’s more … He’s also
the Founder and Perfecter. The Founder of our
faith, fully God. He's always been, will always be,
so faith begins in Him. He is also the Perfecter.
He's the only One who has ever had perfect faith.
He fully trusted in God during His earthly life, but
again, there's so much more than just founding
and perfecting. This verse really says that Jesus is
all of that, and more.
The second part of this verse 2 of Hebrews 12
gets to the heart of why true faith is faith in Christ.
The writer of Hebrews says, "He endured the
cross, scorned and shamed, and is seated at the
right hand of God." That's the reason we fix our
eyes on Jesus. He suffered death on the cross, rose
again on the third day, as only He could. He
ascended into heaven where He reigns as King,
and He will return one day as judge of the living
and the dead. He is the King of kings. He's the
Lord of lords.
In Him alone we find forgiveness, salvation, and
eternal life. He's everything, and that's why we fix
our eyes on Him. That's why we trust in Him alone
That’s the View from
Here …

News on Bible Studies.
PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT STUDY BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 24!

Jesus … Legend or Lord?

An 8 Session Video Series Redux
by Dr. Paul Maier
Jesus is one of the most written about
and debated figures in the world. In
this eight-part video series, Dr. Maier
explores a three-lane highway to the
past through the disciplines of
Archaeology, History, and Geography. Along the
journey, we look back to the world that Jesus

Vol.17-09

September 2017

Himself saw as He moved toward the cross.
Session 1 & 2: History and Archaeology: God’s
“Back-up Systems”
Session 3 & 4: New Perspectives on the Life of
Jesus
Sessions 5 & 6: The Crucifixion and Resurrection
Revisited
Sessions 7 & 8: The Explosion of Christianity
Please join us in the Luther Room at 11:00
beginning September 24. – Bring a friend along
with your coffee! – Pastor
RETURNING THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21….

A Man Named Martin
Part III – The Movement
Synopsis: The Reformation has
had an enormous influence on
every area of life – on religion,
politics, education, family life,
and the world of work. Most of
this was unintentional, at least on
a human level, and both good and
evil came of it. Yet God was doing His work,
bring thousands and, ultimately, billions of
people to the knowledge of their Savior Jesus
Christ and to saving faith in Him. By today this
blessing stretches around the world. In this
Lutheran Hour Ministries’ Bible Study, we will
examine the effects of the Lutheran Reformation
– what consequences it had and how it continues
to grow today.
In Session One, we learn that the Lutheran
Reformation was not a revolution; it was a
reformation. And, at that, it has been called a
fairly conservation reformation. Luther did not
hate the church; he loved the church. Luther
wanted to get rid of things in the church that
were against the Word of God, but he was not
trying to get rid of everything. And that set
Luther apart from a lot of the other reformers.
Join us as we begin this 5 session Bible Study
on Thursday, Sept. 21, 2017, 9:00am,
in the Parish Hall.

Ladies Bible Study Group:
Submitted by Monika Pfannes

We have started a new
study – Becoming More
Than a Good Bible Study
Girl by Lysa TerKeurst.
From the back cover of
this new study:
IS SOMETHING MISSING IN YOUR LIFE? Lysa TerKeurst
knows what it’s like to consider God just another
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thing on her to-do list. For years she went
through the motions of a Christian life: Go to
church. Pray. Be nice. She longed for a deeper
connection between what she knew in her head
and her everyday reality, and she wanted to
personally experience God’s presence [in her
everyday life].
Drawing from her own remarkable story of
step-by-step faith,Lysa invites you to uncover
the spiritually exciting life for which we all
yearn. With her trademark wit and spiritual
wisdom, Lysa will help you:
• Learn how to make a Bible passage come alive
in your devotional time.
• Replace doubt, regret, and envy with truth,
confidence, and praise.
• Stop the unhealthy cycles of striving and truly
learn to love who you are and what you’ve been
given.
• Discover how to have inner peace and security
in any situation.
• Sense God responding to your prayers.
The adventure God has in store for your life
just might blow you away.

Reformation 500!

HERE WE STAND Worship Service Ingathering
to Benefit Lansing-area Charities On Sunday,
Oct. 15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the
state of Michigan and beyond will gather at the
Breslin Center on the campus of MSU for a oncein-a-lifetime worship event. As part of the
celebration, Wellspring Lutheran Services is
organizing an ingathering.
Each region of the District will collect items for
one of the following organizations: City Rescue
Mission of Lansing, Hannah’s House, Women’s
Center of Greater Lansing, or Greater Lansing
Food Bank.
St. John – Houghton Lake is part of the North &
East Region and will be collecting pillows, new
men’s socks, & new men’s underwear for City
Rescue Mission of Lansing. City Rescue provides
shelter to about 150 women, children & men
every night and serves over 100,000 meals every
year. A collection box has been set up under the
coat rack in front of the church office.
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News From the Branch –
An Update from Monika Pfannes

KIDZ CHURCH
The next installment of AIG (Answers in Genesis)
has arrived for our Pre-K to
2nd grade students as this
year’s Kidz Church curriculum!
We are so excited to bring
this program back!

In addition, we are
going to offer an offsite
Kidz
Church
experience to our 3rd –
6th grade students.
Utilizing the Centershot Archery
Program/Bible Class, this age group
will meet Sunday mornings from
9:30-11:00am at the Artesia Youth Park. Shuttle
service be will be provided from Church to Artesia
for up to 10 students, and parents will be able to
pick their child(ren) up from Artesia at 11:00 or
wait for the shuttle’s return to the church. Preregistration would be greatly appreciated! Please
contact Kaitlynne Warmack (989-965-1960) or
Alekzander Pfannes (989-329-7445)

Fall 2017 Sunday School
Programs begin
September 17, 2017!

JR. CONFIRMATION CLASS 2017

Jr. Confirmation classes for the 7th and 8th grade
members of St. John will begin Thursday, September
21st at 4:00pm. Class will be held every Thursday and
Pastor has developed a concentrated series of
classes designed to prepare our 2nd year students for
the Rite of Confirmation on December 17, 2017. This will
help to simplify the transition of a new pastor who will
begin serving St. John on January 1, 2018. Please be
aware that this concentrated effort REQUIRES ALL
STUDENTS to attend every class
without fail and without absence for
the entire shortened term. Any
legitimate excused absence must be
made up – no exceptions.

Page |4

News From . . .
The Outreach Team
Submitted by Carolyn Wood

Although called because of rain
in the 6th inning, the 27 people (a
great turnout!) that attended the Loon’s baseball
game at Dow Diamond on August 6, had a funfilled day. Yes, we got a little wet, but our spirits
weren’t “dampened” at all!
We are continuing our community meals held the
2nd Wednesday of every other month. Our next
Community Meal will be held Weds, Sept. 13, at
5:00pm. The menu includes tacos & ice cream
sundaes. We will continue to announce the meal
dates and menus in the News & Notes as well as
the Newsletter.
On Sept. 23, 2017, from
11:00am – 4:00pm we will
hold our Annual Family Fun
Fest! This is a fun event
meant to be shared with
family, friends & neighbors.
So spread the word and come
join the fun. This year we will
have Puppet Shows, games,
face
painting,
pumpkin
painting, a bounce house and Centershot Archery
will also be there. This event isn’t
just for the young in years, those of
a more mature and experienced age
(aka seniors) are encouraged to
come out and enjoy the day. We’ll have hot dogs,
cider, popcorn and our traditional hayride. Bring
a lawn chair, watch the fun, and then join in! Let’s
show those young kids just how much fun “notechnology needed” games can be.
If you are interested in helping at the fair,
contact Carolyn Wood at 586-215-2820.

News From . . .
Your Board of Directors
Intentional Interim Ministry
The Board of Directors has
placed 2 of 3 packets of
information into each church
mailbox (the 3rd packet is
scheduled for September 10). We
are
holding
a
Special
Congregational
Meeting
on
Sunday, September 24, 2017, to vote on
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whether or not St. John wishes to use an
Intentional Interim Pastor beginning January 1,
2018.
The worship schedule for Sunday, Sept. 24, will
be as follows:
One Service
9:30am – Divine with Communion
Meeting immediately following.
Fellowship brunch after the meeting.
If you have any questions, please talk to your
Elder or a Board Member.

News From . . .
Lutherans for Life
Received from Jane Radulski as
published in the Newsletter from
_________________. Article was written
by John Stonestreet, Christian author,
edited & submitted by Donna Zuehlk,
Lutherans for Life Representative)

Will a Right to Die Turn Into a Duty?
Coloradans passed an assisted suicide measure
last November. Those who voted “Yes” were
signing their own death warrants.
In a recent article at National Review Online,
George Weigel tells a chilling story about just how
far the culture of death has advanced in some
parts of the West.
Three elderly parishioners at
the Canadian church he
attends during the summer
were diagnosed with cancer.
Now, that’s bad enough. But
what followed was even worse. The first thing
they all were asked after being told their diagnosis
was, “Do you wish to be euthanized?”
While this story should upset us, it shouldn’t
shock us. Despite all the promises made by
supporters of physician-assisted suicide, the socalled “safeguards” against pressuring vulnerable
people to end their lives “have proved to be
inadequate and have often been watered down or
eliminated over time.”
As Belgian law professor
Etienne Montero observed,
“What is presented at first
as a right [to die] is going
to become a kind of
obligation.” Thus, in a mere
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14 years Belgium went from euthanizing (killing)
terminally-ill adults, to chronically-ill adults, to
adults who had lost their will to live, to finally
children.
As Weigel’s story suggests, Canada seems
literally
hell-bent
on
catching up with Belgium in
this
regard.
Physicianassisted suicide has only
been legal there since last spring and it has
already transformed the practice of medicine in
Canada. And if some Canadian philosophers get
their way, a willingness to kill your patients will be
a prerequisite for practicing medicine in the Great
White North.
Colorado’s law, modeled on California’s recent
assisted suicide legislation, assured voters that a
vote for physician-assisted suicide is a vote for
“compassion.”
They
assured them that it will
remain limited to cases
of extreme suffering.
However, as Weigel
points out, the language of the proposed act is
“duplicitous.” It characterizes killing someone as
“palliative care.” And it defines an “adult” as
anyone 18 or older, which leads to the absurdity
of not being old enough to drink but old enough
to request assistance in killing yourself.
In a backhanded admission
of guilt, the deceased’s death
certificate would list the cause
of death as an illness they
suffered from and not suicide.
If supporters of assisted suicide need to mislead
and obfuscate about basic matters such as these,
why should we believe their assurances that no
one will be coerced into killing themselves? Little
wonder that disability advocates oppose the
measure. Colorado history should also give us
pause. Thirty-two years ago,
then-governor of Colorado,
Richard Lamm told a group of
health-care lawyers that the
terminally-ill elderly have “a
duty to die and get out of the
way” instead of trying to
prolong
their
lives.
He
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compared the fulfillment of this “duty” to “leaves
falling off a tree and forming humus for the other
plants to grow up.”
It would be foolish to think that the “right-todie” won’t, much less can’t, one day become the
“duty to die,” especially
in an aging society where
health care costs as a
percentage of GDP are
projected to double over
the next 25 years.
The only way to
prevent the “right to die” from become a “duty to
die” is to reject the “right to die” from the start.
Anything else places the most vulnerable – the
elderly and especially the disabled – on an already
well-greased slippery slope.
Unless the Lord returns, each and evey one of
us will die of old age, disease, or tragedy. And
except in the case of
tragedy, if the advocates of
so-called compassion have
their way, you, I, and our
loved ones will end up
facing the same questions
George Weigel’s fellow
parishioners were asked: “Do you wish to be
euthanized?”

News From The Mission Field …

E-mail received from by Pastor Paul Naumann,

Wrapping Up This Year’s Bible School
Week in Lac Brochet, Manitoba, Canada

We had a wonderful mission trip to LacBrochet,
Manitoba, Canada again this year. It was eventful in
the sense that the Lord provided many opportunities
to meet new people and to bless the community
(both young and old). But it was uneventful in the
sense that all the travel went smoothly and on time
and there were no serious incidents (at least
nothing that a little Benadryl and ibuprofen couldn’t
handle). Of course it was really the Lord who got us
through whatever challenges presented themselves
(e.g., bug bites, bruises, and boisterous kids) and
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who enabled us to do all things through Christ who
gave us strength. Thank you for your prayers and
may the Lord continue to bless the Dene community
who have once again received the love of Jesus in
word and deed thanks to your partnership in the
Gospel.
In Christ.
Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann, Sr. Pastor

News From the Synod for
Today's Families -

Grudgery

September 2017

Have you ever known
someone who was quick to
hold a grudge? Even worse,
perhaps it’s someone in your
own family? Maybe you yourself find it difficult to
let go when someone has wronged you.
We live in a time when holding a grudge is nearly
en vogue. Our culture values independence, selffulfillment, and above all, happiness. If anything –
or anyone – threatens to get in the way of that, it’s
cut off. It’s not popular to turn the other cheek, and
you’ll never hear that the latest trend is
unabashed forgiveness.
I’ve even watched it take place in my own
extended family, and I can see that a grudge is a
tight knot to pull loose. Even well-meaning people
sometimes feel so hurt by another person’s
mistake that the only course of action they can
take is to hold on to that hurt indefinitely.
It’s hard work. Grudgery is drudgery.
Thankfully, Christ addresses this labor of hate in
Matthew 18:
Then Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord,
how often will my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus
said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times.” (vv 21-22)
Here Jesus is giving us a way to ditch the burden
of holding a grudge. He’s acknowledging that,
yes, your brother will sin against you. A boatload
of times. But what can we do with that sin, with
that brother? The very same thing that our Lord
does with us when we mess up (yet again):
forgive. Matthew 18 continues as Jesus tells the
parable of the unforgiving servant (vv. 23-35),
reminding us that God has already forgiven a
much greater debt than what another person
could possibly owe to us in this life.
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You see, even though we’ve given God a reason
or ten to hold a serious grudge, He won’t have it.
Nothing is to be gained by staying mad. He paid
a high price for our reconciliation with Him, and
He treasures that relationship. There is absolutely
no chance of Him ever changing His mind about
forgiving us.
So what does that mean for us? How can we just
forgive those who hurt us over and over again?
When it comes to a relationship with someone we
love – and whom God loves – how can we not? If
God can see fit to forgive them, is there any way
that we somehow can’t eke out an “I forgive you”
too?
It’s not easy to forgive. And it’s certainly not easy
to forgive again. But how can we learn – and
teach our children – to take steps past feeling hurt
and toward the power of forgiveness?
1. As we do with confession, acknowledge that
the hurt exists.
2. If possible, communicate with the person
against whom you hold a grudge, or talk with
a trusted friend or counselor.
3. Put yourself in the other person’s shoes – not
to justify his or her behavior, but to better
understand the humanity of the other.
4. Ask the Lord to forgive you for holding this
grudge – or even ask your friend or counselor
to remind you of God’s forgiveness.
5. Let it go. Holding a grudge is a poison that will
prolong the suffering of both people, and often
others around you too.
6. Forgive as you have been forgiven, and pray
that our Lord will continue to bring His gift of
forgiveness to bear on your life and the lives
of your loved ones.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Additional News From the Synod A Prom for People of All Abilities
A Grant Enables Outreach to Families with
Special Needs in Florida
An article from Lutherans Engage, (Summer 2017), A LCMS Publication,

written by Megan K. Mertz.

Red carpets are usually reserved for celebrities and
other A-listers. But on Feb. 10, 2017, they were rolled
out at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Boca Raton, FL for
some 150 people with special needs.
2017 was the second year St. Paul held “Night to
Shine,” a prom experience created by the Tim Tebow
Foundation to celebrate people with special needs.
During the event, guests received the royal treatment:
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hair and makeup, shoe shining, limo rides, dinner,
dancing and swag bags.
The Rev. Stephen Carretto, senior pastor of St. Paul,
said the event has taught the congregation “what
having joy and celebrating life really looks like,” as
hundreds of guests and volunteers danced the night
away together.
But for Carretto and his leadership team, it’s about
more than throwing a fun event each year. There’s a
larger plan to provide respite for parents and
caregivers and to connect these families to the
congregation.
In 2016, St. Paul received a $25,000 grant through
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod’s “Stand With
Your Community” program to host a series of events –
including Night to Shine, movie nights and other
events – for families with special needs.
The program, which comes as Lutherans around the
world prepare to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation later this year, was made possible by a
partnership between the LCMS, Thrivent Financial and
Lutheran Church Extension Fund. It focuses on
inspiring and empowering laity for local witness and
mercy outreach opportunities as a reflection of Martin
Luther’s passion to share the Gospel.
For Sandy McGilvray, the love and care shown to her
teenage son, Tyler, at Night to Shine was
“overwhelming.”
“I was able to see my ‘special’ sson experience a
night like no other in his life. Not only was he able to
participate, but he was ‘honored’ by attending this
event,” she wrote in a thank-you note. “I could see on
the face of your volunteers their sincere appreciation
and admiration for these special young people.”
And the congregation isn’t stopping there. Carretto
said they are working to make the sanctuary more
welcoming for people of all abilities by creating a
wheelchair-accessible
communion
rail
and
soundproofing a space where families like the
McGilvrays can sit without worrying about disrupting
the service.
“We’re creating that relationship with the hope that
Christ can be glorified,” Carretto said. “We hope they
feel comfortable coming into our church so that they
can be involved in our Word and Sacrament ministry.”

FOR THE MONTHS OF
SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER,
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
ARE CHANGING!
MONIKA WILL BE IN THE OFFICE:
Mon, Weds, Fri: 1:00pm – 5:30pm
Tues & Thurs: 9:00am – 2:00pm
Regular Office Hours will resume October 30.
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Those Who Serve...

AN ARMED FORCES PRAYER –
Please keep Sara Palmerton in
your prayers as she
has been deployed
with the 101st Air
Force Unit on July 12 to Kuwait.

News From The Outside . . .

This is the 2nd half of an article from Imprimis, A Publication of Hillsdale
College, (May/June 2017 · Vol 46, No. 5/6) written by Michael Goodwin.
The following is adapted from a speech delivered on April 20, 2017, in
Atlanta, Georgia, at a Hillsdale College National Leadership Seminar and
presented in 2 parts.

The 2016 Election
and the Demise
of Journalistic Standards.
(Continued from August)
I found the whole concept appalling. What happened
to fairness? What happened to standards? I’ll tell you
what happened to them. The Times top editor, Dean
Baquet, eliminated them. In an
interview last October with the
Nieman
Foundation
for
Journalism at Harvard, Baquet
admitted that the piece by his
media reporter had nailed his own thinking. Trump
“challenged our language,” he said, and Trump “will
have changed journalism.” Of the daily struggle for
fairness, Baquet had this to say: “I think that Rump has
ended that struggle … We now say stuff. We fact
check him. We write it more powerfully that [what he
says is] false.”
Baquet was being too modest. Trump was
challenging, sure, but it was Baquet who changed
journalism. He’s the one who decided that the
standards of fairness and nonpartisanship could be
abandoned without consequence.
With that decision, Baquet also changed the basic
news story formula. To the ageold elements of who, what, when,
where, and why, he added the
reporter’s opinion. Now the
floodgates were open, and
virtually every so-called news
article reflected a clear bias
against Trump. Stories, photos,
headlines, placement in the paper – all the tools that
writers and editors have – were summoned to the
battle. The goal was to pick the next president.
Thus began the spate of stories, which continues
today, in which the Times routinely calls Trump a liar
in its news pages and headlines. Again, the contrast
with the past is striking. The Times never called
Barack Obama a liar, despite such obvious
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opportunities as “you can keep your doctor” and “the
Benghazi attack was caused by an
internet video.” Indeed, the Times and
The Washington Post, along with most of
the White House press corps, spent
eight years cheerleading the Obama
administration, seeing not a smidgen of
corruption or dishonesty. They have
been tougher on Hillary Clinton during
her long career. But they still never
called her a liar, despite such doozies as “I set up my
own computer server so I would only need one
device,” “I turned over all the government emails,” and
“I never sent or received classified emails.” All those
were lies, but not to the national media. Only
statements by Trump were fair game.
As we know now, most of the media totally missed
Trump’s appeal to millions upon millions of Americans.
The prejudice against him blinded those news
organizations to what was happening in the country.
Even more incredibly, I believe the bias and hostility
directed at Trump backfired. The feeling that the
election was, in part, a referendum on the media, gave
some voters an
extra incentive to
vote for Trump. A
vote for him was a
vote against the
media and against
Washington.
Not
incidentally, Trump used that sentiment to his
advantage, often revving up his crowds with attacks
on reporters. He still does.
If I haven’t made it clear, let me do so now. The
behavior of much of the media, but especially The New
York Times, was a disgrace. I don’t believe it ever will
recover the public trust it squandered.
The Times’ previous reputation for having the
highest standards was legitimate. Those standards
were developed over decades to force reporters and
editors to be fair and to gain public trust. The
commitment to fairness made The New York Times
the flagship of American journalism. But standards are
like laws in the sense that they are designed to guide
your behavior in good times and in bad. Consistent
adherence to them was the source of the Times’
credibility. And eliminating them has made the paper
less than ordinary. Its only standards now are double
standards.
I say this with great sadness. I was blessed to grow
up at the Times, getting a clerical job right out of
college and working my way onto the reporting staff,
where I worked for a decade. It was the formative
experience of my career where I learned most of what
I know about reporting and writing. Alas, it was a
different newspaper then. Abe Rosenthal was the
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editor in those days, and long before we’d ever heard
the phrase “zero tolerance,” that’s what Abe practiced
toward conflicts of interest and reporters’ opinions. He
set the rules and everybody knew it.
Here is a true story about how Abe
Rosenthal resolved a conflict of interest.
A young woman was hired by the Times
from
one
of
the
Philadelphia
newspapers. But soon after she arrived
in New York, a story broke in Philly that
she had had a romantic affair with a political figure she
had covered, and that she had accepted a fur coat and
other expensive gifts from him. When he saw the story,
Abe called the woman into his office and asked her if
it were true. When she said yes, he told her to clean
out her desk – that she was finished at the Times and
would never work there again. As word spread through
the newsroom, some reporters took the woman’s side
and rushed in to tell Abe that firing her was too harsh.
He listened for about 30 seconds, raised his hand for
silence, and said (this is slightly bowdlerized): “I don’t
care if you have a romantic affair with an elephant on
your personal time, but then you can’t cover the circus
for the paper.” Case closed. The conflict of interest
policy was clear, absolute, and unforgettable.
As for reporters’ opinions, Abe had a similar
approach. He didn’t want them in the news pages. And
if you put them in, he took them out. They belonged in
the opinion pages only, which were managed
separately. Abe said he knew reporters tended to lean
left and would find ways to sneak their views into the
stories. So he saw his job as steering the paper slightly
to the right. “That way,” he said, “the paper would end
up in the middle.” He was well known for this attitude,
which he summed up as “keeping the paper straight.”
He even said he wanted his epitaph to read, “He kept
the paper straight.” Like most people, I thought this
was a joke. But after I related all this in a column last
year, his widow contacted me and said it wasn’t a joke
– that, in fact, Abe’s tombstone reads, “He kept the
paper straight.” She sent me a picture to prove it. I
published that picture of
his tombstone alongside
a column where I
excoriated the Times for
its election coverage.
Sadly, the Times’ high
standards were buried
with Abe Rosenthal.

Looking to the Future
Which brings us to the crucial questions. Can the
American media be fixed? And is there anything that
we as individuals can do to make a difference? The
short answer to the first question is, ”No, it can’t be
fixed.” The 2016 election was the media’s Humpty
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Dumpty moment. It fell off the wall, shattered into a
million pieces, and can’t be put
back together again. In case
there is any doubt, 2017 is
confirming that the standards
are still dead. The orgy of
visceral
Trump-bashing
continues unabated.
But the future of journalism isn’t all gloom and doom.
In fact, if we accept the new reality of widespread bias
and seize the potential it offers, there is room for
optimism. Consider this – the election showed the
country is roughly divided 50-50 between people who
will vote for a Democrat and people who will vote for a
Republican. But out national media is more like 80-20
in favor of Democrats. While the media should, in
theory, broadly reflect the public, it doesn’t. Too much
of the media acts like a special interest group.
Detached from the greater good, it exists to promote
its own interest and the political party with which it is
aligned.
Ronald Reagan’s optimism is often expressed in a
story that is surely apocryphal, but irresistible. He is
said to have come across a barn full of horse manure
and remarked cheerfully that there must be a pony in
it somewhere. I suggest we look at the media
landscape in a similar fashion. The mismatch between
the mainstream media and
the public’s sensibilities
means there is a vast
untapped market for news
and views that are not now
represented. To realize that
potential, we only need
three ingredients, and we
already have them: first,
free speech; second, capitalism and free markets; and
the third ingredient is you, the consumers of news.
Free speech is under assault, most obviously on
many college campuses, but also in the news media,
which presents a conformist view to its audience and
gets apolitically segregated audience in return. Look
at the letters section in The New York Times – virtually
every reader who writes in agrees with the opinions of
the paper. This isn’t a
miracle; it’s a bubble.
Liberals used to love to
say, “I don’t agree with
your opinion, but I would
fight to the death for
your right to express it.”
You don’t hear that
anymore from the Left.
Now they want to shut
you up if you don’t agree. And they are having some
success.
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But there is a countervailing force. Look at what
happened this winter when the Left
organized boycotts of department stores
that carried Ivanka Trump’s clothing and
jewelry. Nordstrom folded like a cheap
suit, but Trump’s supporters rallied on
social media and Ivanka’s company had
its best month ever. This is the model I
have in mind for the media. It is similar to how FOX
News got started. Rupert Murdoch thought there was
an untapped market for a more fair and balanced news
channel, and he recruited Roger Ailes to start it more
than 20 years ago. Ailes found a
niche market alright – half the
country!
Incredible advances in technology
are also on the side of free speech.
The explosion of choices makes it
almost impossible to silence all
dissent and gain a monopoly, though certainly
Facebook and Google are trying.
As for the necessity of preserving capitalism, look
around the world. Nations without economic liberty
usually have little or no dissent. That’s not a
coincidence. In this, I’m reminded of an enduring
image from the Occupy Wall Street movement. That
movement was a pestilence, egged on by President
Obama and others who view other people’s wealth as
a crime against the common good. This attitude was
on vivid display as the protesters held up their iPhones
to demand the end of capitalism. As I wrote at the time,
did they believe Steve Jobs made each and every
Apple product one at a time in
his garage? Did they not have a
clue about how capital markets
make life better for more people
than any other system known to
man? They had no clue. And
neither do many government
officials, who think they can kill the golden goose and
still get golden eggs.
Which brings me to the third necessary ingredient in
determining where we go from here. It’s you. I urge
you to support the media you like. As the great writer
and thinker Midge Decter once put it, “You have to join
the side you’re on.” It’s no secret that newspapers and
magazines are losing readers and money and
shedding staff. Some of them are good newspapers.
Some of them are good magazines. There are also
many wonderful, thoughtful, small publications and
websites that exist on a shoestring. Don’t let them die.
Subscribe or contribute to those you enjoy. Give
subscriptions to friends. Put your money where your
heart and mind are. An expanded media landscape
that better reflects the diversity of public preferences
would, intime, help create a more level political and
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cultural arena. That would be a great thing. So again I
urge you: join the side you’re on.
Michael Goodwin is the chief political columnist for The New York
Post. He has a B.A. in English literature from Columbia College and has
taught at the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. Before
joining the Post in 2009, he was the political columnist for The New York
Daily News, where he served as executive editor and editorial page
editor and led its editorial board to a Pulitzer Prize. Prior to that, he
worked for 16 years at The New York Times. Beginning as a clerk and
rising to Cit Hall Bureau Chief. He is the coauthor of I, Koch and editor
of New York Comes Back.

September Coming Attractions....
(Times can be found on the Calendar)

Sept 02 – Final Saturday Evening Worship
Service for 2017
Sept 04 – LABOR Day – Office
Closed
Sept 06 - Outreach Meeting
Sept 07 – Ladies Aid Meeting
Sept 07 – Elders Meeting
Sept 09 – PASTOR & JUDY’S BBQ PARTY!
Sept 11 – RED CROSS Blood Drive
Sept 13 – Community Meal
Sept 13 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sept 14 – Ladies Bible Study
Sept 21 – Thursday Morning Bible Study
Returns
Sept 21 – Confirmation Class Begins
Sept 22 – October Newsletter Deadline
Sept 23 – Annual Family Fun Fest!
Sept 24 – One Worship Service with
Special Meeting & Brunch
Sept 28 – Ladies Bible Study
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St. John Lutheran Church
Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes of August 9, 2017
Members Present: President – Jim Mueller
Absent:
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz
Mike Michaelson – Christ Ed
Treasurer – Jim French
Glen Bromm - Evangelism
Secretary – Monika Pfannes
Paul Reda – Social Welfare
Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach
Board of Stewardship – Erma Stevens
Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull
Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter
Guests: Jerry Andrews
President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.
Pastor Winter opened the meeting with a reading from Luke 22:52-62 (The Lord’s Passion Narratives);
a devotion from Helmut Goldwitzer; and prayer.
Secretary’s Report: After review, a motion was made by Marlin Shull, second by Erma Stevens, to
accept the minutes of the July 12th Board Meeting as presented. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report –Jim French stated no phone bill was received in July and he anticipates a
double-billing in August. Checks for the VBS gatherings and also the donation to Artesia have been
mailed. A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Erma Stevens, to accept the July 2017
Treasurer’s Report as presented. Motion carried.
Board Reports:
Board of Christian Education: Due to absence, no report available.
Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach will be absent for the October 11, 2017, board meeting and
asked the board to approve Bob Tarvis sitting in with voting privileges. A motion to approve was
made by Erma Stevens, second by Jim French. Motion carried.
Board of Evangelism: Due to absence, no report available.
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens stated no activity during the past month.
Board of Social Welfare: Monika Pfannes reported for Paul Reda that one request was received for
food & gas assistance. Food card was given and referral made to VA.
Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull reported that the gutters should be here this week. Regarding drain
field, Sargeant’s has not followed thru on the work and Dan Nagy has agreed to perform the work
needed to extend the drainage as needed. Erma Stevens made a motion, second by Jim French,
to authorize Marlin Shull to work with Dan Nagy to complete the work necessary to rectify the
drainage issue. Motion carried.
Pastor Winter: Sam & Brooke Orozco will be attending the Retirement Party on September 9, but
will be arriving late and wish to attend service the following morning. They asked if they would
be allowed to tent camp at the Garden, setting up after the festivities have ended, for one night.
Motion was made by Monika Pfannes, second by Erma Stevens, to allow the Orozcos to camp as
requested. Motion carried.
Old Business:
• Church Property Use – Peter Daellenbach asked about progress regarding the PERK test. Due to
absence, follow-up with Glen Bromm was not possible at this meeting.
• Policies & Procedures – Monika Pfannes stated that additional wording on the existing Church
Use Permit form needs to be changed to bring both the form and the policy into sync. Currently
the policy states “No use of stoves or convection oven” which the form does not specifically limit
equipment. After discussion, it was decided that Monika would work on the wording to include
all equipment, remove the custodial fee and bring the revised form to the September meeting
for review.
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• Retirement Party – Monika reported that reservations are coming in and currently 250 people
have accepted. All else is proceeding as planned.
• Trees in the Church Parking Lot – Marlin Shull stated that there are several dead trees and limbs
that need to be removed with one tree extremely critical right by the drive-thru portico. Marlin
will get estimate for the necessary tree removal. Marlin will also find out the cost to have the
back-property line surveyed to determine if the trees are on Church property or belong to the
adjoining neighbors. A motion was made by Jeff Krentz, second by Erma Stevens, to have Marlin
secure the necessary bids. Motion carried.
• Parsonage – Marlin has obtained a bid from Culligan for a water softener. He will check with Kirk
Koupal of Cashaway for other options.
• New Consumer Energy Easement at the Garden – Marlin has been working with Jim Leedy to
review the wording of the new easement.
• Other Old Business Items – Monika reported that a current BOD list was placed in each Board
member’s mailbox; Gloria Owaski is agreeable to overseeing the library, but is unable to begin
for another month or so; and the Annual Key Audit has been completed with the exception of
Tim Swales who will sign the form when he comes to change the filters for winter.
New Business:
• Reformation 500 – Monika has secured a quote from JAG Motorcoach of Gladwin to rent a 56-seat
Charter Bus to attend the 500th Worship Celebration at the Breslin Center in Lansing on October
15. Monika has been in contact with Carol Wegener of Bethlehem Lutheran Church – Standish.
Bethlehem will partner with St. John to fill the seats of the bus. They would like to secure 15 of
the 56 seats with the possibility of 5 additional seats. A sign-up sheet for interest was posted and
17 of the 34 available seats have already been reserved. Monika also contacted the district to
reserve the required tickets for the event. A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Marlin
Shull, that the bus be booked for this event at a cost of $1,240 (approximately $23/per person).
Motion carried.
• Church Picnic – Members have been asking about this year’s Church Picnic. After discussion, the
board requested that a note be placed in the bulletin that there will be no picnic this year, but
we will hold the event next year on the 3rd Sunday of August as has been done in the past.
• Intentional Interim Minister – Jim Mueller would like to place an information packet in each
member mailbox to give the congregation a foundation for the up-coming process. This first packet
will be supplemented by additional information over the coming weeks. A motion was made by
Jeff Krentz, second by Peter Daellenbach, to approve placing this information, and future
information, into the church mailboxes. Motion carried.
• Special Congregation Meeting – In conjunction with the information packet, approval from the
congregation will be needed to proceed with an Intentional Interim Minister. A motion was made
by Peter Daellenbach, second by Erma Stevens, that a Special Congregational Meeting be held on
September 24, 2017, to decide if St. John Lutheran Church desires to engage in the Intentional
Interim Ministry process through the LCMS – Michigan District Office. As is done at the June Annual
Meeting, only one service will be offered on that Sunday beginning at 9:30am with the meeting to
immediately follow. Motion carried.
Visitor Remarks: Jerry Andrews stated that his questions had been answered during the course of
the meeting. No further questions.
Correspondence: A thank you note was received from the Mahlburgs and Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch
for the donations they received.
Miscellaneous: No miscellaneous items were presented.
A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to adjourn the meeting at 8:15pm with
the Lord’s Prayer. Motion carried and meeting was so closed.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monika Pfannes
Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting
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