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The View from Here 

Christian Women: Second Class 
Citizens in God's Kingdom? 

Does Christianity look down upon women as second-class 
citizens? That’s a fair question due to the fact that some women 
believe that Christianity has relegated women to being second-
class citizens. I would say that's not true, however, there are some 
religions where women can only be saved because of their 
husbands, or where a woman's testimony carries only half the 
value of a man's word in a court of law. But Christianity does not 
regard women as second-class anything in the kingdom of God. 
God's Word does say that each of us has a special position to fill 
in life, but that has nothing to do with being first or second-rate 
citizens. 

The Apostle Paul wrote most of the books of the New Testament, 
and he's been frequently, and unjustifiably, criticized for 
promoting a negative attitude towards women. Still, under the 
Holy Spirit's direction, he wrote to the Christians in Galatia: "For 
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave 
nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise." To use a well-worn question from 
Luther’s Small Catechism … What does this mean? 

Paul was writing at a time when society was divided into classes. 
He was saying, in the eyes of God, in the love of God, in the 
redemption of Jesus, there is no difference. Everyone who is 
baptized into Jesus, everyone who has faith, belongs to the Lord 
and shares equally in God's grace. The differences between a slave 
and a free person were gone. The spiritual differences between 
men and women, if there were any, had been removed.  

God looks at us this way. We are, both men and women, sinners. 
We are, both men and women, rightly to be condemned for our 
sin. But Jesus entered this world to carry the sins of everybody, 
both men and women. When He fulfilled the law, He did so for 
both. When He rose on the third day, the victory that He won was 

for all humanity, not just for a specific race, or class, or gender. Going beyond the realm of the church, 
that spiritual truth has had a profound effect upon all of Western society. 

The idea that we are all equal before God was a radical, powerful, and uniquely Christian idea. It was 
welcomed by many, and feared by a few who wanted to hold on to the status quo.  

In This Issue 

Bible Study 
  Adult -  Sunday 
  Ladies Bible Study 

 
2 

2 

Youth Programs 
      Kidz Church/VBS 

 
2 

Minutes: 
   Board of Directors 
   Treasurer's Report 

 
13 

16 

News from ... 
      Ladies Aid/LWML 
      Outreach Team 

 
8 

3 

Pastor's Message- 
  The View from Here 

 
1 

Synod News 
   Good News for Families 
   Lutherans Witness 
   The Mission Field 

 
3 

6 

19 

Calendars 
     Coming Attractions 

 
7 

Church Contact Info - Page 7 

Office Phone:  989-366-5164 

Website -  www.stjohnhl.com 

2017-2018 Board of Directors 

President: Jim Mueller 

Vice President: Jeff Krentz 
Treasurer: Jim French 

Secretary: Monika Pfannes 
Board of Ed: Mike Michaelson 

Board of Elders: Peter Daellenbach 
Board of Evang: Glen Bromm 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda 
Board of Stewardship: Erma Stevens 

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull 



V o l . 1 7 - 0 7                        J u l y  2 0 1 7          P a g e  | 2 

Look at the way Jesus treated women. There is 
the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus' 
contemporaries might have avoided her for both 
her sex, her reputation, and her nationality. Jesus 
treated her like a person and changed her life. 
There was the Syrophenician woman whose child 
was possessed by the devil. She could have been 
avoided because of her nationality. Jesus healed 
her daughter and gave her eternal hope. Jesus 
forgave and changed the lives of so many of the 
ladies that he met. He never treated any woman 
as a second-rate citizen. 

How about the disciples? How did they handle 
this issue? Take a close look at the four Gospels. 
They were written by men inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. How do these Gospels show women? There 
is Mary, the mother of the Lord Jesus, God's 
handmaiden. She's shown as a woman who had 
found favor with God. There is the story of the 
priest, Zacharias. He doubts the announcement 
conveyed to him by the Lord's angel; his wife 
doesn't. At Jesus' death and resurrection, how are 
women shown during those crucial days? When 
the disciples have run away and are in hiding, it's 
the women who follow Jesus to the cross. Only 
John is left at Calvary. But the women, including 
Jesus' mother, are there. It's the women, not the 
disciples, who see where Jesus is buried. It's the 
women, not the disciples, who go to the tomb on 
resurrection morning. It's the women, not the 
disciples, to whom the resurrected Jesus first 
appears. It's the women, not the men who are the 
first to tell good news that Jesus was alive.  

Now, if the Gospel writers had thought women 
were second-class, don't you think they would 
have told the story a different way? Don't you 
think they would have portrayed themselves as 
the heroes of faith instead of the women? But they 
told it the way it was, and the ladies look pretty 
bold back then and they still do now. 

Thanks ladies! Without you the Church would 
suffer! 

That’s the View from Here. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

News on Bible Studies. 

PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT STUDY 
CONTINUES THIS SUMMER! 

With summer approaching the half-way mark we 
are finishing up “Jesus, Legend or Lord”.  Next 
up? I’ll be covering The Infancy Narratives; 

Jesus’ Public Ministry; The Week That 
Changed The World; and The 
Resurrection Revisited and hope you’ll 
continue to join me.  See you Sundays 

in the Luther Room at 11:00 – Bring a friend 
along with your coffee! - Pastor 

Ladies Bible Study Group: 
Submitted by Monika Pfannes 

We’re half-way through our 
journey with Naomi and Ruth!  
We invite any of the ladies of St. 
John who haven’t joined us, to 
come on in and sit a spell as we watch God work 
in the lives of Ruth, Naomi, Boaz and ourselves! 
You may be just the person God wants to use to 
touch the life of someone else in the group, or 
perhaps be touched by the ladies that make up 
this wonderful evening. Join us on the 2nd & 4th 
Thursdays at 6:30pm.  

“The Girl’s Still Got It – Take a Walk with  Ruth 

and the God Who Rocked Her World” will take us 
through the summer and does not require you to 
be there every session.  A reading guide is 
provided so you know what will be covered at 
each meeting.   

News From the Branch –  
Submitted by Glen Bromm-  
KIDZ CHURCH 
Our volunteers have been busy 

preparing for this years VBS 
which is to held the week of 
July 10th-14th.  This years theme will be “A 

Mighty Fortress”.  Two prop 
nights were held June 19th and 
26th and the results are 
phenomenal!  We can still use 
more volunteers for the week of 
VBS, so please feel free to join 
us.   
Yours in Christ 

Glen Bromm 
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News From . . .  
 The Outreach Team 
  At the June 7th meeting the 
Outreach Team continued to firm up 
plans for events that have been 
scheduled for the rest of the year. The July 12th 
Community Dinner will feature hamburgers and 
hot dogs with Grillmasters Pastor & Glen Bromm 
at the helm. 

The Strawberry Social, which took place at the 
Garden  on June 17th, was a great success! 
Although the berries were delivered late to Barts, 
they were cleaned, cut and ready to be served 
over Ken Vest’s famous homemade shortcake 
biscuits with ice cream on the side! This delicious 
event was co-sponsored by our Ladies Aid. 

!! Remember !! the deadline to sign-up for the 
2nd annual baseball outing to see the Loons play 
Fort Wayne at the Dow Diamond on August 6th at 
2:05pm is fast approaching.  

The Outreach Team hosted the June 25th 
Fellowship Hour in honor of Becky Greger. We all 
remember how many lives were brightened by 
her smile. Becky – you are missed. 

The next two Outreach meetings will be July 
5th and August 2nd at 7:00pm.  

News From the Synod for  
Today's Families - 

Why Did I Just Do That? 
July 2017 

Have you ever heard someone 
say that children are innocent and good? Well-
meaning and sweet as that thought may be, it’s 
simply not true. Children are no different from the 
rest of us sinners. They can’t help but sin, even 
from a young age. Maybe that’s a bit unsettling, 
but it’s true. 

Case in point:  When I was in graduate school, I 
made a new friend who happened to have two 
young boys. They were adorable, well-behaved, 
kindhearted boys, and in my eyes, they could do 
no wrong. So imagine my surprise when, one day, 
my friend reported to me that her oldest son had 
pushed his younger sibling down. Once his little 
brother had started crying, the older boy realized 
that what he had done was wrong. Now both boys 
were distraught! Then the older brother said to his 
mother, “Why did I just do that, Mama?”  The boy 

himself was getting a lesson on 
the nature of sin, at the ripe old 
age of four. Paul can empathize: 

For I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what 
I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with 
the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I 
know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 
my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, 
but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I keep on doing. (Romans 7:15-19) 

As parents and grandparents, it may be hard to 
come to terms with this. It’s hard to imagine that 
our beautiful children, grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews are anything but little angels. (Well, 
sometimes.) The first time we discover that our 
child can lie or we catch them engaging in a 
behavior that we are certain they know is wrong, 
it hurts. We know that we passed that sin on to 
our children, and any hope that it just might have 
skipped a generation is now unfounded. 

To add insult to injury, we also know that we 
share in Paul’s struggle! We are rarely the parents 
or grandparents that we want to be and instead 
find ourselves acting in the exact opposite way of 
how we would like to act. It’s both frustrating and 
humbling, isn’t it? And our children just follow 
along in our footsteps, in Paul’s footsteps, battling 
the sin that has taken up residence since the time 
they were conceived. 

But you know what? You pass along something 
else to your children too: The faith. God’s Word. 
A church family. Through Christ, our Lord has 
given these gifts so that, even when we do the 
things we hate and can’t seem to do the good we 
want to do, we are forgiven and restored, made 
innocent and good, more beautiful than the 
angels.  

This kind of forgiveness is what makes the 
Christian family unique. It plays out practically in 
the everyday life of God’s children, and it will 
continue from generation to generation. 

When my friend’s son said to his mother, “Why 
did I just do that, Mama?” she replied, “Because 
we’re sinners, son. But we’re also forgiven. Now 
go play.” 
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright 
©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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News From The Outside . . .  
Article from the Internet written by Alan Levinovitz, Ph.D. 

The (No)-Tech World 

Life With No Cellphone 
Five years ago people asked me why I didn’t 

have a cellphone. They thought I’d passed some 
kind of judgment, which, at the time, was not an 
unreasonable assumption. Grim intellectual hand-
wringing over our devices had gone mainstream. 
Books like Nicholas Carr’s The Shallows and 
Sherry Turkle’s Alone Together cautioned that the 
internet was making us scatterbrained and 
withdrawn, incapable of living “in the moment.” My 
phonelessness was usually mistaken for tacit 
agreement with their theses. 

That’s not me, I would explain. (It still isn’t.) I just 
don’t want a cellphone, the same way some 
people don’t want a gaming system. Gadgets 

have never been my thing, and 
I’m something of a minimalist – 
acoustic guitar over electric, 
jogging over biking. As friends 
and family continued to acquire 

phones I failed to see a phone’s place in my life, 
in the same way that I never felt attracted to 
Facebook and see no reason to monitor myself 
with a Fitbit. Eventually, having no phone, like my 
absence from Facebook, began to provoke 
curiosity, and I’ll admit that I’ve enjoyed feeling 
like a bit of a rebel without having to take any 
risks. 

But these preferences have nothing to do with 
living in the moment or being deep. As I see it, 
history warns against scapegoating 
modernity for timeless problems. Starting 
with Socrates – a guy who thought the 
written word was bad for your brain – 
Luddites have been needlessly 
conservative about what it means to think 
deeply and live well. Not having a phone 
won’t make you better, smarter, or longer-
lived. It’s like waking up early: Founding 
Fathers and faulty science aside, there’s 
no good reason to be holier-than-thou about it. 

But recently people have started asking me a 
different question – not why, but how do I live 
without a phone? It’s as if they’ve met a monk or 
a child, lost and wandering in the big city. How do 
I find my way? What about my job, my wife, our 3-
year-old daughter, Hazel? Smartphones, it 

seems, have gone from accessories to 
necessities, from sunglasses to shoes. Only 
monks leave home without them. And, as with 
monks and children, people are romanticizing my 
phone-free life. I wish I could do that, says one of 
my students. Good for you, says the incredulous 
restaurant host. 

This is bizarre to me, since I experience my own 
life as perfectly normal – hassle-free, fully 
modern, and no more virtuous than anyone else’s. 
There are moments that throw my choice into 
sharp relief, but not the emergencies or 
inconveniences that people imagine. Rather, the 
airplane pilot makes an 
announcement, the subway doors 
open, and poof! – all around me 
smartphones bloom in perfect 
unison, a fleeting garden in which I 
am oddly barren. 

Then the moment passes, and 
my decidedly un-monkish day resumes as 
professor, journalist, husband, father. I check 
email regularly at home and at work, meet people 
in agreed-upon locations at scheduled times, pick 
up my daughter from school, ask my wife about 
her day during dinner, watch Game of Thrones on 
Netflix, play a video game, scroll through Twitter. 
I catch planes without a hitch, get picked up when 
I arrive no problem, conduct interviews on Skype 
or my office line. How do I live without a phone? 
It’s hard for me to answer, like it might be if you 
asked non-coffee drinkers how they live without 
coffee. “Just like you do,” they’d reply, confused, 
“but minus the coffee.” 

This is important. It means that for an 
average person like me, a phone is far 
from indispensable, even in situations 
that appear to demand one. I’m rarely 
lost, for instance, and never for long. I 
look up directions at home and 
memorize them or write them down. 
Occasionally I ask strangers to guide 
me. On long road trips I use a dedicated 
Garmin, which I would need even if I had 

a cellphone, in areas that don’t get a good signal. 
Then there’s texting, which is not a way I 

communicate. I’ll admit this inconveniences 
members of my morning running group who have 
to email me separately with updates. (The genius 
of smartphones is how they magnify such tiny 
inconveniences into massive setbacks.) But 
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overall I’m not impressed with texting’s efficiency. 
Instead of going back and forth countless times to 
work out a location and a time to meet, I prefer a 
short phone call, made ahead of time, live. 

There are those, I know, who prefer texting to 
talking. That’s fine, as long as everyone remains 
aware that texting, like owning a phone, is a 
preference, not an objectively better way to 
communicate. The same is true for those who say 
that texting allows them to stay in touch. I prefer 
to hear my wife’s thoughts and experiences in 
person, not piecemeal, in texts, during the day. 

(Bonus: People can’t text me to 
say they’re running late, and I can’t 
text them either, which I find 
makes for timelier meetings.) 

As for photographs, my iPod 
touch takes beautiful ones, and I bring it whenever 
I anticipate an event worth recording. (With WiFi I 
can also use it to check email in a surprising 
number of public places.) For 
very special occasions or a 
beautiful scenic hike, I’ll take my 
digital camera. Between the two I 
end up with a seemingly endless 
number of photographs, and it’s 
hard for me to imagine wanting 
more. What would I do with 
them? I can barely justify the ones I’ve got, given 
how long they take to organize and how 
infrequently I revisit them. 

Perhaps the most common reason people give 
for having a phone is safety. But here, too, I’m 

confused. If safety is 
really a concern, why 
do nearly half of all 
Americans text and 
drive? Personally I 
feel safer without a 
blinking, buzzing 
distraction. And 
others are safe too, 
since distracted 
driving kills more 
than 3,000 people 

per year and injures 400,000 more.(Texting is 
apparently the worst, but using phones to 
navigate is also a risk.) 

For the vast majority of us there is no empirical 
foundation to the idea of phones as essential to 
our security. That myth depends on something 

psychologists Daniel Kahneman and Amos 
Tversky call the “availability heuristic.” Our minds 
focus on unusual, dramatic possibilities: the 
broken-down car on a dark and lonely highway; a 
health emergency where immediate contact is 
essential. But in reality those scenarios are 
extremely rare – rarer, no doubt, than accidents 
while texting or muggers preying on distracted 
phone users. Focusing on them leads to biased 
assessment of risk, which, in turn, contributes to 
a biased assessment of smartphones’ utility. 

And of course, let’s not forget that despite the 
perks, phones have serious downsides. At least, 
that’s what I gather from the explosion of concern 
about their use, more often than not from owners 
themselves. Popular phone addiction apps now 
allow you to check your phone to see whether you 
check your phone too much. There are nearly as 
many phone detoxes as juice cleanses. Experts 
have even coined a term for phone separation 

anxiety – nomophobia – and 
some propose including it in 
the DSM. That’s hardly 
surprising: The 68% of 
Americans who own 
smartphones (up a 
staggering 33% over only 
five years) check them an 

average of 221 times daily. 
My friends confirm the existence of 

nomophobia. Some of it, they say, comes from the 
thought of facing big fears – criminals and car 
breakdowns – without a phone. But I’ve also been 
told about subtler anxieties, over “wasted” events 
that might go unphotographed, uncommunicated, 
unquantified, as if reality depended on 
digitization. There’s even a pathological aversion 
to plain old boredom. What if a 
few minutes waiting for a friend 
becomes insufferably dull? As 
one person put it to me: “I mostly 
use my phone to avoid being 
alone with my thoughts.” 

None of this is meant to suggest that phones are 
bad for you. Owning one, like owning a video 
game system, has benefits and drawbacks, and 
I’m convinced there’s no clear advantage to being 

phoneless. It certainly isn’t the magical key 
to wisdom and happiness – trust me on 
that one – and a substantial minority of 
people require them to do their job or 
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survive abroad. (I owned my one cellphone in 
1999, while living in Spain for a year after high 
school.) 

Nevertheless, I’m also convinced that the 
necessity and advantageousness of phones is an 
illusion. I know, firsthand, that living without one 
doesn’t mean constant inefficiency or imminent 
danger. Whatever time I lose asking strangers to 
reorient me, I gain back from not spending 4.7 
hours per day on my phone. If my friends are 
running late I may occasionally get bored, but 
there’s also something nice about being alone 

with my thoughts. 
Perhaps I did waste $10 
at Best Buy because I 
didn’t comparison shop 
on Amazon; that’s nothing 
compared to spending 
well over $1,000 a year 
on an iPhone, not to 

mention the extra purchases it probably 
facilitates. It’s true that I can’t check restaurants 
on Yelp while wandering a new city, but between 
instinct and a hotel concierge I do pretty well – 
and end up in places I might not otherwise visit. 

How do I live with a phone? The question, I 
believe, is inspired by false premises: that life 
lived with a phone is more convenient, more 
fulfilling, easier, better; that closeness in marriage 
might genuinely depend on texting your spouse; 
that without access to Facebook, friendships will 
wither. It invokes a strange, pessimistic vision of 
reality, of broken-down cars and looming health 
emergencies, unfamiliar streets and unfriendly 
strangers, all confronted alone. In this terrifying 
fantasy, the phone becomes an indispensable 
talisman of safety. But it is just that, a talisman, no 
more effective at warding off imagined evils than 
a rabbit’s foot or a security blanket. 

True, in the absence of pay phones 
you have to borrow phones once in a 
while. (These days establishments and 
acquaintances are usually more than 
happy to help out. “No phone? Cool! 
Good for you.) Occasionally you’ll be 
forced to depend on courage, 
resourcefulness, improvisation, and the kindness 
of others, and sometimes you’ll be waiting around, 
alone with your thoughts. But these are minor 
inconveniences – if they are inconveniences at all 
– not devastating deal-breakers. 

If you’re suffering from nomophobia or feel 
uneasy about your phone habit; if, like my 
students, you want to go without, just give it a try. 
You’ll find, I think, that nightmare scenarios fail to 
materialize, that reality doesn’t depend on digital 
documentation nor relationships on texting. That 
is, your choice won’t turn you into a monk – just 
another perfectly normal person, like me, living life 
without a phone. 

Alan Levinovitz is the assistant professor of religion at James Madison 
University in Virginia, where he lives with his wife and daughter. He is 
the author of The Gluten Lie and writes regularly on the intersection of 
religion, philosophy, and science.  He can be followed @alanlevinovitz. 

News From Lutheran Witness … 
Article from The Lutheran Witness, June/July 2017, written by Rev. Dr. 
Joel Biermann.  Rev. Biermann is the Waldemar A. & June Schuette 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Jouis. 

Waiting for the Resurrection 

The great hope of the Christian is 
not someday to die and go to 
heaven. No, the Christian hope is 
the resurrection of the dead when 
Christ returns in glory and brings 
to fulfillment all of God’s plans for 
His creation. The Bible has much 
to say about this Day of Resurrection (1 Cor. 15 
being a singular example) but not much to say 
about what happens between that wonderful, final 
day and the day that a believer dies (1 Thess. 
4:13-18 talks about those who have “fallen 
asleep,” but the focus is on the Last Day). 
Thologians call the time between death and 
resurrection the interim state. 

What has been revealed 

Humans are created as both body and soul (Gen. 
2:7). Death tears apart the whole person. It is 
never a “good” thing, but it is the wages of sin. 
Yet, for the believer, death comes with a promise: 
It is not the end, and there will be a resurrection 
of the body and a re-making of each human 
person into all that God created that person to be. 
That will happen on the Day of Resurrection. Until 
that day, the soul – the immaterial part of each 
Christian that dies – experiences peace and rest 
abiding in the presence of God (Phil 1:21-24). The 
body, of course, also rests “in the earth”; both soul 
and body await the Last Day, the day of reunion 
and glorification. The interim state is not a period 
of refining or purging. All sin was fully atoned at 
Calvary. The interim state is certainly not 
unpleasant, but neither is it the final state or goal. 
Those who have died and now await the 
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Resurrection have no responsibility for, or control 
over, people or events in this world. There is no 
certainty that they are even aware of events and 
people in this world. 
So, while we may experience the warmth of love 

when we recall departed saints dear to us, those 
saints are not “watching over us”; they are 
enjoying rest from their labors. Perhaps it is like 
the rest of being with others, enjoying hors 
d’oeuvres before a banquet; or maybe it is like the 
rest that comes during the Divine Service; or 
maybe it is more like the rest of stretching out on 
a luxurious bed. The Bible offers hints that could 
point in all these directions (Lk 23:43 & 2 Kings 
22:20 offer two contrasting thoughts). 

Soul sleep 

Some theologians strongly reject the idea of a 
soul sleep – the thought that those who die in faith 
simply “sleep” in a blissful state until the Day of 
Resurrection. They insis that because Scripture 
indicates that the dead enjoy God’s present, 
these saints must be fully aware. Others, 
including Luther, are less adamant about this. 
Anyone who enjoys a wonderful night’s sleep after 
a long day of labor may be inclined to agree with 
the idea that a soul sleep is not inherently at odds 
with the enjoyment of God. And sleep does not 
necessarily imply a complete lack of 
consciousness or awareness. 
Faithful believers readily admit what they don’t 

know. There is much about the interim state that 
is not known. Rather than speculate about what is 
unclear, perhaps our thoughts should center on 
what has been revealed. What is clearly known is 
what will happen when our Lord returns, and 
Christians are wise to focus hope and attention 
there. What happens between death and that day 
pales in comparison. Perhaps best of all is to 
leave our curiosity about the interim state where 
we leave the souls of the saints: in the hands of 
our loving Lord. 

News From . . .  
 The Church Office 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Thrusday:  9:00am – 1:00pm 

Friday: 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Newsletter Items can be submitted by 
contacting the church office or by 
email and should be submitted by 
the 3rd Friday of each month. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. John Lutheran Church 

2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive 

Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629 

Phone: (989) 366-5164 
Fax: (989) 366-4420 
Email:   stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com 
Website:  www.stjohnhl.com 

 

July Coming Attractions....   
          Save the Date.... 
    (Times can be found on the Calendar) 

July 03 – Blood Drive 
July 04 – 4th of July Holiday – Office Closed 
July 05 – Outreach Meeting 
July 06 – Elders Meeting 
July 10 – VBS Begins (thru Friday, July 14) 
July 12 – Community Meal 
July 12 – Board of Directors Meeting 
July 13 – Ladies Bible Study 
July 15 – Hot Dog Fellowship at the Garden 
July 21 – HL High School Blood Drive 
July 21 – August Newsletter Deadline 
July 22 – LWML Summer Bake Sale 
July 27 – Ladies Bible Study 

And coming in August! …. 
Plan to join your fellow parishioners on August 

6th at 2:05pm to cheer on 
the Great Lakes Loons at 
the Dow Diamond in 
Midland. Tickets are $9.50 
and seats are right behind 

home plate. Optional meal vouchers are $5.00 
which is a reduced price. I recommend 
purchasing this deal, it is a great lunch. Loon 
Grand Slam hats are available, also at $5.00. This 
is Fellowship Night and the name of each 
attending church is scrolled on the outfield 
screen. Last year Lutherans hit a 
homerun in attendance! Also Kids 
Eat Free and run the bases after 
the game. If you want to have a 
fun Sunday afternoon, please join us. Invite your 
kids, grandkids, neighbors, and friends. Sign-up 
sheets are on the events bulletin board at the 
back of the church. Deadline for signing up is 
July 22nd and for paying for tickets is July 29th. 
Don’t strike out – join the team!  
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Timberline News May 2017 
President’s Report 

National Convention registration has been submitted, reservations at the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
has been made and I soon will be on my way to the 37th Biennial National Convention in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Last fall it seemed like a long way off, but here we are, in less than a 
month we will be headed south. 

Please take some time to review the list of candidates listed in the Spring 2017 Lutheran Women’s Quarterly 
magazine. If you have any candidate preferences for LWML National Offices, please let me know before June 
15th. 

At our Spring Rally, I should have presented the list of grant requests that will be voted on at the National 
Convention. Your feedback will be greatly appreciated. There are 34 grants listed. Since there are 6 pages to the 
list I would appreciate it if you or someone in your society could print a copy for your group to review. 

If you or your group has a passion for one or several grants, please let me know. I am your delegate - but that 
means all of you have a voice and can make suggestions. The address for the list of grants is 
http://www.lwml.org/2017-convention#documents . Scroll down the list; there are a lot of items available. 

Ready, Set, Recycle! National Convention 2021 will be hosted by the Michigan, Indiana and Ohio LWML 
Districts and will be held in Lexington, Kentucky. Each District is to raise $7,000 or more. The funds raised will 
be used for the 2021 National LWML Convention expenses not covered by registration. Kay Delle, Gateway Zone, 
is to serve as District Facilitator for the “Ready, Set, Recycle!” project. Each Zone is to appoint a Facilitator who 
will be able to request shipping labels from Kay. If I recall correctly, Kay Forester said she has space to save the 
items. Sue Golm has also volunteered to be our facilitator. Sandy Berg has sent each society a list of items to be 
collected. According to my most recent updated Zone Officers list it indicates we have 36 zones, which means 
our zones will need to collect approximately $200 per year, per zone. I have more information from Susan 
Gruber. If you are interested see the flier, please let me know. 

Reminder - nominations for President and Vice President positions are to be held in October. The 3 churches 
in charge are Hale, Harrison and Houghton Lake. 

Don’t forget to send in your registration for our Fall Retreat. Registrations are due September 2, 2017 along 
with your check for $18.00. Please make the check out to Timberline Zone.  

 
STANDISH 

Bethlehem Lutheran Ladies Aid/LWML 

 Spring is always the time to place orders, fill out registrations and submit delegate registrations for National 
Convention. Ten copies of the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly were ordered, registration for National Convention 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico was submitted and Susan Gruber was sent the list of Timberline Zone delegates 
for Convention. A new checking account was setup for Ladies Aid/LWML.  

The Pastor’s wife attended the Katie Conference in May.  A reimbursement for the cost of the conference was 
provided by the Ladies Aid/LWML. 

Ladies of Bethlehem and the congregational members have been collecting health items for families: 
toothbrushes, tooth paste, bar soap, wash clothes, bath towels, hand lotions, shampoo and conditioners, 
tissues, combs and brushes. All items will be taken to the Health Department next week for distribution. 

Two funeral dinners were prepared for family and friends of Robert Schmidt and Bill Kernstock. 

I look forward to the fall Retreat and October Fall Rally.  
Carol Wegener 

 
The Timberline Fall Retreat will be held at Bambi Lake in Roscommon on Sept 16, 2017. The title is Always 
Changing, Always the Same. Enjoy inspiration, Bible study, fellowship, food, singing, and celebrating the seasons 
with friends. Our special guest will be Katharina von Bora Luther. The cost will be $18. Please use the flyer and 
registration form to promote it in your congregation and to your friends. 

Blessings, Pat 

http://www.lwml.org/2017-convention#documents
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LADIES OF HOPE, ST. HELEN 
The Ladies of Hope look forward to being the new host church of the bi-annual Timberline Zone board 

meetings!  
At our November meeting, we decided to resume meeting monthly instead of quarterly. We continue to quilt 

and support various ministries and missions. We served our annual Hunter’s Beef Stew dinner on November 14, 
enjoyed our annual Advent Tea, adorned our sanctuary for Christmas and shared potlucks and Advent suppers. 
The winter weather was a challenge for all of us! We celebrated Johanna Fuerst’s 99th birthday on January 29, 
and shared Lenten suppers as we prepared for the glorious and triumphant Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Six ladies attended the Timberline Zone Spring Rally, and we welcomed a new Ladies of Hope 
President, Carol Baltierra. Have a great summer!  
Serving the Lord with gladness! 
B. J. Morrison    

 
PRESCOTT 

Greetings Sisters in Christ from Faith, Prescott.  We had our very first winter wonderland for the Faith family 
kids.  The kids could pick 2 gifts and give them to whomever they would like.  We had between 16-20 kids and 
had an amazing time.  Evangelism had their first Thanksgiving Eve dinner for our shut-ins and the sick.  We had 
a wonderful turn out for help and were able to serve 19 members.  Both events were very well perceived by 
everyone and will now become annual events. 

Our annual donations, we were able to graciously donate $1,000 for our missions.  Pastor Jansen received a 
purple shirt for Christmas, Concordia Seminary (both Fort Wayne and St. Lewis) $100, CPC $100, God’s Children 
Haiti $100, PABLO $50, Good News Foodbank $200, LCMS Human Care $100, St. Francis Food Bank- bake sale 
proceeds (approx. $300+), International Student Seminary $100, Lutheran Special Education $ 100, Bethesda 
$50, Hospice of Helping Hands $100.  

We had 15 youth participating in the 30-hour famine for World Vision, their goal was $3770 and they 
managed to raise $3690.  Wonderful effort by all of our youth!  They hosted a pancake breakfast and a bake 
sale.  They also helped at the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission in Bay City where they made apple pies. 

We are excited to be able to have 2 rummage sales again this year.  Along with attending craft shows 
throughout the year to sell our RADA cutlery. 

Safe travels and God’s blessings to all!!  Sally Pease 

 
HOUGHTON LAKE 

St. John, Houghton Lake LWML reporting. We're looking forward to summer after the cold winter months. 
Our LWML sent their quilts and school kits on their way with a donation to help with shipping 

expenses.   We're gathering items for Personal Care Kits at the present time. 
3 of our members attended the annual Bethlehem Breakfast at Zion Church in Tawas. A great gathering with 

delicious breakfast and Christmas program. 
Two of our Lutheran Church programs, POBLO and Project Compassion in Detroit, were sent monetary 

contributions from our LWML. 
St. John Church hosted Advent suppers before church services and food items were collected for Project 

Hope. Project Hope is now known as Roscommon Food Pantry and has a new home with easier access. 
St. John's Outreach Committee hosted 3 Community dinners in our area and they were well received. 
St. John Church is a regular host to the Red Cross Blood Bank. Members regularly volunteer their time in 

setting up and helping with paperwork and refreshments for the donors. 
A Christmas Gift Tree at the church with items of clothing needed for Roscommon County children was well 

received and St. Vincent DePaul distributed the gifts. 
Ladies Aid had a Bake Sale in December and the proceeds went to the Roscommon Food Pantry plus a 

$500.00 donation. 
River House in Grayling recently received the thirty-three children size quilts made and donated by one of 

our members.  

Sylvia Tumath     
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GLADWIN 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
In November, 2016 our big activity is the annual Sausage/Sauerkraut Supper that consumes much of our time 

from the first of the month until the actually dinner on November 14.  This year we served 1292 dinners, this 
includes both take out and those that dined at the church.  We were all pretty worn out by the end of this 
activity. 

In December we had our annual Cookie Walk and Mini Craft Show.  The Mini Craft Show participation has 
grown over the years adding another dimension to our Cookie Walk.  We held our annual Society Christmas 
dinner on December 12.  After our Christmas dinner we prepared Christmas fruit and cookie baskets for our 
shut-ins.  This year we prepared 19 baskets that were delivered by the Elders of Our Savior. 

In January our Lutheran World Relief quilters began making quilts.  The goal is to make 100 quilts between 
January and the end of April.  We average between 10 and 15 ladies, both members of the Ladies Aid/LWML 
and other women of the church.  We quilt from 9:00-2:00 pm with lunch, giving us time to socialize. 

A number of our members worked to make pillowcases for an Outreach project at Our Savior.  Fifty five pillow 
cases were made on one Saturday morning.  The pillowcases and pillows are going to be donated to two 
separate organizations, Eagle Village in Hersey and Patriots Place in Gaylord.  Eagle Village is a facility that 
provides care for troubled children and Patriots Place provides temporary housing for homeless veterans. 

We actively advertised the LWML Timberline Zone Spring Rally at Trinity Lutheran Church in Oscoda inviting 
all the women of our congregation to join us. 

As we entered the Lenten Season and looked forward to Easter it brought to mind the following passage- 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have Eternal Life”.  John 3:16.  May the peace that this brings be with all of you. 

 
TAWAS CITY 

News from Zion, Tawas City: 
Zion LWML hosted our 16th annual Bethlehem Breakfast on Saturday, December 3.  145 ladies attended, 

enjoying a delicious breakfast, beautiful decorations and our program called "Celebrating Advent".   They went 
home with a lovely and meaningful Blessings Bracelet. 

On December 11, Zion Youth hosted an All You Can Eat turkey and ham dinner to benefit FISH, our local 
organization to help those in need.  They raised $990.00 for FISH. 

Our annual LWML "Sock Your Dimes Away" began in January to add to our yearly Mite total. Zion members 
take a baby sock and fill it with dimes on a monthly basis.  It is returned to LWML in December. 

Zion Quilters are continuing their quilting every Thursday throughout the winter.  They are joined by ladies 
from other churches making it a very enjoyable fellowship. 

 
HARRISON 

The Lutheran Christian Fellowship of St. Luke Church in Harrison meets the first Tuesday of the month at 1:00 
p.m.  We support our Seminarian, Kurt Laskowski with our coffee hours each Sunday after church.  We have a 
Hearts of St. Luke fundraiser going with envelopes numbered from $1 to $100.  Our members can take one to 
put in the offering when they come to church.   

Our V.B.S. Chairman has been working hard to get things ready for it in July.  Our church and social hall will 
be turned into a Medieval castle, thanks to lots of cardboard and hard work. We will have it in the evenings with 
a supper before so they can enjoy the fun and games planned  for them. 

Carol Stuhr will be going to the convention in Albuquerque, N. M. for lots of fun, uplifting programs and 
information. 

We have a 50+ group that meets the third Thursday each month for a delicious potluck and games.  Every 
other month we go out to a nearby restaurant. 

The Hearts and Hands group is working hard to make crafts to sell at our yearly Bazaar in November. 
The quilters meet each Monday to make out quilts for World Relief. We have a nice group of volunteers and 

are up to about 90 quilts so far.  

All these activities keep St. Luke busy and humming almost daily.   

Kay Forster, LWML Rep. 
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Dates to Remember 

Thurs – Sun, June 22-25, 2017         National Convention, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Sunday, July 9, 2017          Deadline for Timberline Newsletter 
          Submit to Carol Stuhr via email or regular mail 

Saturday, September 16, 2017        Timberline Retreat, Bambi Lake Baptist Camp 
          Roscommon 

Monday, September 18, 2017        Fall Timberline BOD Meeting (Board of Directors) 
          Hope, St. Helen 

Thursday, October 5, 2017         Timberline Fall Rally 
          Host: Hale 
          Skit: Oscoda 

Sunday, November 5, 2017        Deadline for Timberline Newsletter 
          Submit to Carol Stuhr via email or regular mail 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sponsored by Timberline Zone LWML 
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RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 

Always Changing 
Always the Same 

Registration Form (deadline September 2, 2017) 
O God, You have taught me from my youth; And to this day I declare Your wondrous works. Now also when 

I am old and grayheaded, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your 

power to everyone who is to come. 

Psalms 71:17-18 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 

9 am to 3 pm 

$18 (includes continental breakfast and lunch) 

Bambi Lake Baptist Camp 3468 E. Robinson Lake Rd  Roscommon, Michigan 

Send registration and check to Pat Morley  625 Peace Haven  Gladwin, MI 48624 

---------------------Cut along this line and retain top portion-------------------- 

Name______________________________ Phone No.______________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________ 

Church Home________________________________________________________ 

My birthday is in the month of :   JAN      FEB      MAR      APR      MAY      JUN 

             (CIRCLE ONE)                          JUL       AUG     SEP        OCT       NOV      DEC 

I have enclosed my check ($18.00) payable to Timberline Zone. I understand there are no 

refunds after September 9, 2017. 

I have special needs. (Please specify.) 

 

Dietary_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mobility______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. John Lutheran Church  

Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes of June 14, 2017 

 

Members Present: President – Jim Mueller    Absent: 
Vice-President – Jeff Krentz    Jane Radulski     

   Treasurer – Erma Stevens      
   Secretary – Monika Pfannes, sub for Jane   
   Board of Christian Education – Glen Bromm 
   Board of Elders – Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism – Barb McIntyre 
   Board of Stewardship – Jim French 

Board of Social Welfare – Paul Reda 
   Board of Trustees – Marlin Shull 
   Spiritual Leadership – Pastor Winter 

Guests: Mike Michaelson, Chris Sura 

President Jim Mueller called the meeting to order at 6:50 pm. 

Pastor Winter opened the meeting with prayer. 

2017-2018 Organizational Meeting: As is done annually after the Congregational Meeting and 
Vote for incoming Board Members, a proposal of position assignments is presented.  Pastor Winter 
recommended the following assignments for 2017-2018 term: 

   Congregation President:  Jim Mueller 
   Congregation Vice President: Jeff Krentz 
   Congregation Secretary:  Monika Pfannes 
   Congregation Treasurer:  Jim French 
   Board of Christian Education, Chairman: Mike Michaelson 
   Board of Elders, Chairman:   Peter Daellenbach 
   Board of Evangelism, Chairman:   Glen Bromm 
   Board of Social Welfare, Chairman:  Paul Reda 
   Board of Stewardship, Chairperson:  Erma Stevens 
   Board of Trustees, Chairperson:   Marlin Shull 

 A motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to approve the assignments as 
presented. Motion carried. 

Adjourn: A motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Barb McIntyre, to adjourn the Organizational 
Meeting at 6:53pm. Motion carried. 

President Jim Mueller then called the June 14, 2017, meeting of the Board of Directors to order. 

Secretary’s Report: After review, a motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Jim French, to 
accept the minutes of the May 10th Board Meeting as presented. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report –After review, a motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Barb McIntyre 
to accept the May 2017 Treasurer’s Report as presented. Motion carried.  

President Jim Mueller asked that a change in the Agenda be made so Mr. Chris Sura from the 
Houghton Lake High School Forensic & Theater Group could present his request. Approved. 

Mr. Chris Sura has submitted a Church Use Permit for use of the Fellowship Hall on July 21, 2017, 
for a Fund Raising Red Cross Blood Drive.  They have hosted several of these drives at the High 
School during the academic year; however, Red Cross does require air conditioning at the 
donation site during the summer months.  The church office had been contacted by Kelly Remer 
of the Red Cross initially about use of this site by the High School.  Monika outlined that a Church 
Use Permit would be required and that had been submitted.  Mr. Sura explained that this group 
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of students participates in the Michigan Interscholastic Forensic Competitions which requires a 
$400 fee and that the Red Cross has agreed to donate $10/donor to the club from this drive. The 
question was raised why we could not give the High School our regular donation day, currently 
July 3.  Monika explained this question was presented to Kelly Remer at the initial request and 
she indicated that the Red Cross relies on our donor base and always has good turnout here. The 
High School would have a different pool of donors to pull from and their drive would be advertised 
during the July 3 drive.  If a donor chose to wait until the 21st to donate that would be fine; 
however, because of the wait time between donation dates the donors on the 21st would not be 
eligible to donate again on September 11, 2017, the following donation date. A motion was made 
by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, to approve the Use Permit and waive the fee. Motion 
carried. Mr. Sura was thanked for his presentation. 

Board Reports: 

Board of Christian Education:  

VBS: Glen Bromm reported that three organizational meetings have been held to this point. 
Supplies have been/are being ordered and obtained and 2 prop nites have been scheduled 
for June 19 & 26 beginning at 6:00pm. Pizza & beverages will be provided. VBS will be held 
July 10-14. 

Creation Museum & Ark Encounter: Glen Bromm reported that the parents of the confirmands 
have been informed regarding last month’s decision regarding entrance fees and hotel 
accommodations.  The parents have been asked to contact Erma Stevens when they have 
decided on a date to travel. 

Board of Elders: The elders approved the transfer in application for membership for Roger & 
Susan Dolland at their June 8, 2017, meeting.  Dan Nagy will be their elder as they reside in 
St. Helen. 

Unusable Bibles: The Elders will be collecting and disposing of all Bibles not usable.  Anyone 
who has a Bible in this condition can bring them into the church by June 30. The Elders will 
then re-home or dispose of the Bibles. Bibles are to be returned to the earth and must be 
burned or buried.  The Elders have elected to dispose of any unusable Bible by burial. 

Board of Evangelism: Barb McIntyre reported that a Strawberry Social will be held after the first 
Garden Service this coming Saturday evening. A sign-up sheet has been posted for the Loons 
Baseball Game in August with good response. There will be no Christian Concert this year due 
to the volume of activities that are occurring, but they will be bring back the “Concert at the 
Garden” next summer. 

Board of Stewardship:  Jim French reported that the proposed Budget for 2017-2018 was 
approved at the Congregation Meeting, and we will now continue to move forward. 

Board of Social Welfare: Paul Reda reported that one request for assistance was received this 
past month via e-mail and after e-mailing back & forth with the individual, they had been able 
to find work and the request resolved itself. 

Board of Trustees: Marlin Shull reported that all is well.  A question was raised about the oak 
trees in the parking lot and any dead limbs. Marlin indicated that Consumers Energy had gone 
through the area trimming trees as necessary and the trustees will continue to monitor 
throughout the summer. 

Pastor Winter: Installation of the 2017-2018 Board of Directors will be July 2, 2017 during the 
9:30 Divine Service.  All board members should attend. 

Charitable Donation: Pastor requested an additional donation to the Latino Mission Society 
be made using a portion of the Charitable Funds not spent during this past fiscal year.  He 
has spoken with Erma Stevens, treasurer, and there is approximately $1,000 of Charitable 
Funds that has not yet been donated from last year’s budget. A motion was made by Glen 
Bromm, second by Barb McIntyre, to donate $1,000 from unused charities to the Latino 
Mission Society. Motion carried.  Peter Daellenbach suggested that the LMS be invited back 
to update the congregation on their mission work in 6 months. 
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Old Business:  
 Deacon-in-Training – Following up Glen’s request to use one of the available classrooms as an 

office/study: he has decided to not use a room at this time.  Glen also thanked the Board 
members, Elders and Pastor who drove down to Livonia for his commencement Sunday, June 
11.  There were 10 candidates that day and it was a very emotional service with the highpoint 
being the laying on of hands. 

New Business:  
 Policies & Procedures – Jim Mueller asked the board members to review and think about the 

current wording on the Church Use Form – should the Board of Directors be required to approve 
or should the wording be changed to Head of Trustees.  This issue will be revisited at the July 
meeting. 

 Retirement Party – Monika reported that the Save The Date postcards have been mailed and 
invitations will follow by the middle of July.  Jim Mueller then mentioned that a 
Congregational Retirement Gift to Pastor in the form of paying for Pastor’s son, TJ & family, 
to fly out and attend the party would be made.  Pastor will work with TJ to finalize dates and 
reservations.  Erma Stevens reported that the Ladies Aid will be donating $1,000 toward the 
cost of the retirement party. 

 Intentional Interim Minister – Jim Mueller has a “Letter of Call & Agreement” which was used 
by St. Paul-Frankenlust and is a sample of what the duties of an IIM/Elder/Pastor could look 
like.  Jim, Peter Daellenbach and Pastor will be meeting with Rev. Dr. Richard Kasper prior to 
the July 11, 2017, general meeting. One of the items that need clarification is the District’s 
thoughts and rigidity of the “one-year time-out” for Pastor after his retirement.  The Board 
does not feel this policy is necessary and understands guidelines as to Pastor’s new role as a 
Congregant, and not “the Pastor” may need to be emphasized to the Congregation-At-Large 
so no conflict arises. 

 Name Change – Monika has completed the form needed to have the State Licensing Agency 
(LARA) correct the church’s name of record from St. John’s to St. John, after approval by the 
congregation.  A $10 fee is to accompany the form and signatures need to be notarized.  A 
motion was made by Erma Stevens, second by Jeff Krentz, that the required fee be paid to 
file the necessary form with the State. Motion carried. 

 Outreach – The idea to reach out to other congregations that are growing in membership was 
made.  The Outreach Team has tried several different ideas and would like to network with 
other churches that have been successful to find out what has worked for them. 

Correspondence: Three thank you notes were received from the following: Curves of Houghton Lake 
for use of the Fellowship Hall for their annual Relay-for-Life Fashion Show; Latino Mission Society 
for the generous donations and Love offering; and the LCMS - Michigan District for the church’s 
pledge of $9,600 towards Missions for 2018.  

A motion was made by Glen Bromm, second by Barb McIntyre to adjourn at 7:52 pm. Motion carried 
and the meeting was closed with prayer. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Monika Pfannes for Jane Radulski 

Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting 
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News From The Mission Field … 

What is LMS? 

On May 21st we were blessed to have our friends, Sam & Brooke Orozco, 
join us and assist with worship services. As some members were unable 
to join us that day, we are reprinting the information explaining who 
LMS is, along with the prayer card placed in your church mailbox.  Please continue 
to keep this vital mission work in your prayers. 

Latino Mission Society (LMS) is a local, domestic mission operated by dear friends 
of our congregation, Sam & Brooke Orozco (nee Rossow) in St. John’s Michigan. LMS 
is a 401-c-3 non-profit mission for the Hispanic population throughout the state of 
Michigan who are under-served in their practical and spiritual needs, especially 
through the life-changing Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Please join Sam and 
Brooke in prayer and support for the vital mission to God’s children young and old. A 
Prayer Card has been placed in your mailbox 

  

LMS 
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