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How is God With Us Today?

Why doesn't God perform miracles today
like we read about in Scripture? That's a
popular question, and I don't believe that he doesn't, but I do
2
know that He performs miracles His way and not our way.
Everything He does is for our good and our salvation. The problem
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8
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Testaments. They want God to perform miracles to prove Himself
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to them. I occasionally hear people saying, "If only God would
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perform some miracle, some sign, or wonder, then I would
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believe." Many, even in the Bible, when God did perform a miracle,
3
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it really didn't make their faith any stronger.
Pastor's MessageStop and think … the same people who saw God part the Red
1
The View from Here
Sea, later doubted whether God was able to give them food or
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water in the desert or conquer the inhabitants of the Promised
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Land. Jesus performed countless miracles, healed the sick,
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changed water into wine, fed 5,000 people with a few fish and
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biscuits, stopped a storm, walked on the water, yet the vast
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majority of people loved the miracles, but didn't believe in Him.
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It’s really no different today. Isn't it true God is still performing
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miracles today? We hear of cancer patients who couldn't be cured
with any of today's treatments, but they're miraculously cured or
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lives are miraculously saved in terrible accidents. These miracles,
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however, are not the stuff on which we are to depend and place
Mailing Address
our faith. We rather depend on God’s promises! We put our trust
2888 W. Houghton Lake Dr.
in His promises of unconditional love, forgiveness, strength,
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patience and peace even in times of trouble, illness and calamity.
Website
Sadly, people are amazed and perhaps even thankful for a while,
www.stjohnhl.com
E-mail
but then they forget how God intervened in their lives.
stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
There's something even more sad. We know that many of His
Newsletter Items can be submitted by
miracles simply go unnoticed or they are denied. It’s even more
contacting the office or by email.
personal: Faith itself is a miracle and believers in Jesus know that
whatever He does in our lives, the greatest miracle is that we'll live
forever with Him because we believe in Him. Our faith is not based on special miracles, it’s based
on the miraculous life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as God's gift of grace to all who believe.
God performed miracles in the Old Testament and Jesus performed miracles in the New
Testament because the miracles were specific events to testify that God was uniquely in the world
to save it. The miracles then were not extraordinary gifts because people had earned them or had
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deserved them, but to prove to the people that it
was God who was working among them in the
person of Jesus.
Jesus was God in the flesh, among humanity to
save humanity. Therefore, all the Old Testament
miracles pointed to Him. The miracles that He
performed testified that He was the Messiah who
was come into the world to save it. Just listen to
Acts 2:22, "Men of Israel, listen to this. Jesus of
Nazareth is a man accredited to you by God
with mighty works, wonders, and signs." So,
these miracles were done to prove that God was
God, Jesus was the Son of God, and the Father's
work of sending his Son was the work to save the
world. Therefore, we have no need of miracles to
prove this. We now have all these miracles
recorded for us in Scripture and the purpose of
that writing is to point us to Jesus who is the
greatest miracle of all. The message of Jesus has
already been attested to, and accurately recorded
in Scripture. The foundation of our faith is not the
miracles that are performed, but the miracle, Jesus
Christ who came to perform the miracle of our
salvation. Knowing that, there's really no reason
why we would need miracles today for God to
prove himself. He's already done it and He's
recorded it all for us to read in the Scriptures.
God still does perform miracles. There are times
He alleviates suffering miraculously, protects
miraculously, but even if that doesn't happen, He
promises to never leave us, not forsake us, and
literally resurrect us to an eternal life with Him
where there'll be no more pain, sorrow, or death,
and that miracle is certain for everyone today,
everyone who believes. His miracles in the past
pointed to Jesus. His Word today has the same
power. Our faith is centered on Jesus and all that
He has done for us.
That’s the View from Here

News on Bible Studies.
PASTOR’S SUNDAY ADULT
STUDY CONTINUES THIS
SUMMER!
This entire Sunday School year
we have spent
time taking “A Longer Look at
the Lessons”, during the Adult
Bible Study time at 11:00am.
What a joy it has been to spend
time digging deeper into the
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scripture lessons of each week with you. I’m
going to begin “Jesus, Legend or Lord” next and
hope you’ll continue to join me. See you
Sundays in the Luther Room at 11:00 – Bring a
friend along with your coffee! - Pastor

Ladies Bible Study Group:
Submitted by Monika Pfannes

We’ve begun our journey
with Naomi and Ruth! We still
have books available for
anyone who would like to join us on the 2 nd & 4th
Thursdays at 6:30pm.
“The Girl’s Still Got It – Take a Walk with Ruth
and the God Who Rocked Her World” will take us
through the summer and does not require you to
be there every session. A reading guide is
provided so you know what will be covered at
each meeting. Still haven’t joined us? We’ve got
a seat waiting just for you!

News From the Branch –
Submitted by Glen Bromm-

KIDZ CHURCH
We had our last class of
Kidz Church on Sunday
May 21st. Our instructors
and students are now on
summer break. I wish to
thank the parents who
regularly brought their children to church so
that we would have an opportunity to minister
to them. I especially wish to thank our
instructors who served the
children and teens of our
congregation.
Our planning for this
summer’s VBS session is
continuing with a meeting on
the evening of Monday June 5th
at 7:30pm in the parish hall.
The dates for VBS will be July 10th-14th. The
theme this year will be “A Mighty Fortress”
and we still need
additional volunteers.
Anyone interested in
helping out is invited to
come to our next meeting.
Yours in Christ
Glen Bromm
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August 6th at 2:05pm. We had a great time last
year, just talk to anyone who attended! More
information to come and there will be a sign-up
sheet on the back-bulletin board. Reserve the
date for a fun Sunday of baseball and fellowship.
September 23rd is the date of the 2017 Family
Fun Fest. This family fun filled event has grown
so much since its beginning in 2013. Games,
food, puppets, hay rides, Centershot just to
name a few of the activities. All groups come –
young, old, adults with kids, adults without kids,
visitors from other parts of Michigan as well as
other states. There is something for everyone.
Plan to join us this year. And of course,
volunteers are always needed and welcomed!
Because of so many planned activities this
summer including the Church Picnic in August
and Pastor’s birthday/retirement party in
September, there will not be a Christian Concert
planned for this summer. Another concert will be
on the 2018 calendar.
Next Outreach meeting is June 7th at 7:00pm.

News From . . .

Submitted by Barbara McIntyre

News From . . .
The Outreach Team
Submitted by Barbara McIntyre

The team met on May 3rd to
plan events for the rest of the
year. It is going to be a busy and
exciting 2017! The Community Dinners are
scheduled for the following dates: July 12th –
hamburgers and hot dogs, September 13th –
Tacos, November 8 - beef stew. These meals will
of course include side dishes, desserts, and
drinks. Please join the crowd and have a great
meal – no cooking or clean-up for you!
Strawberries, ice cream and Ken Vest’s famous
homemade shortcake is tentatively scheduled to
be served after the June 17th Saturday night
services at the Garden. The date depends on
“Are the strawberries ready?” Watch the bulletin
for updates. This delicious event is co-sponsored
by Outreach and Ladies Aid.
The 2nd annual baseball outing to see the
Loons play Fort Wayne at the Dow Diamond is

Ladies Aid &
LWML
In April and in May, we had two
amazing speakers sharing two different stories
of missionary work. Sonya Springer gave a
presentation in April of the prison ministry she is
involved, Keyrx Prison Ministry. Keyrx Ministry is
a layman led, non-denomination, non-profit
Christian based organization. Volunteers go into
prisons for several days to share God’s Word and
love with the residents of the prison. Sonya has
been a volunteer for several years. If you have a
chance, ask her about Keyrx. She is a wealth of
information and would love to share.
In May, Sandy and Janette Keinath (same last
name but not related) spoke to our group about
their missionary trip to Jamaica on behalf of
M.O.S.T. ministries. They shared a power point
presentation about the beauty and poverty of
the country. Sandy and Janette worked with
others to provide eye exams and give
eyeglasses. It was amazing to see the reactions
of the people as their vision was improved.
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Our last meeting of the year will be held at
Buccilli’s Pizza on Wednesday, June 1st at noon.
Because we ran out of time at our May meeting,
sharing Memories of Mom will happen at the
June meeting.

News From the Synod for
Today's Families Catching Some Zzz’s

June 2017

I don’t know about you, but for
my family, Sunday is perhaps the most stressful
day of the week. Getting everyone up and out of
the house in time for Bible study and Sunday
School is no small feat. Making it through the
Divine Service feels like running a marathon (was
it really just one hour?), and keeping track of little
people during coffee hour while still holding a
conversation or two can be just plain exhausting.
Then there’s lunch, which is always a rush, and
late nap times that often turn into no nap times. Is
it dinner yet?
Yes, Sunday can be a bit of a battle. And that’s
weird, because doesn’t God expect Sundays to
be for rest? I mean, after He went around creating
the world, He rested on the seventh day. Took a
snooze, relaxed, breathed in deep, and just sat
back to enjoy all He’d done those previous six
days.
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. And on the
seventh day God finished His work that He
had done, and He rested on the seventh day
from all His work that He had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it God rested from all His work
that He had done in creations. (Genesis 2:1-3)
So why is it that, for us, Sundays are often more
work than other days? Sometimes it feels like it
just isn’t worth all the effort, especially if all God
really wants is for us to “rest” instead of engage in
another busy day.
Perhaps it’s all about expectations … as in,
changing our expectations.
The Third Commandment, ”Remember the
Sabbath day by keeping it holy,” isn’t just God’s
prescription that we catch some zzz’s once a
week. Rather, it’s a day set aside for receiving.
Even though it sometimes feels as if we’re doing,
our Lord has given us a day to gather together for
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the sole purpose of receiving what He has to give,
namely, Word and Sacrament.
The truth is, apart from being in church, there is
no Sabbath rest. Getting sleep for the body or
finding ways to keep our blood pressure low is no
match for the Sabbath that is found only in the
absolution of sins, the hearing of the Gospel, and
the taking and eating and drinking of the Supper.
It may take a lot some days to get to the place
where those things are given out, but once you’re
there, true rest is available and abundant like
nowhere else on earth.
And so we press on. We know from the
catechism that we keep the Sabbath holy by
holding sacred God’s Word and preaching, and by
gladly hearing and learning it. We might pray for
patience and wisdom as we prepare ourselves
throughout the week to receive that Sabbath rest,
even when it doesn’t feel like rest. We also pray
for endurance to continue joyfully receiving all that
our Lord has to give in the midst of chaotic
mornings, interrupted sermons, and rushed
meals.
And when we fall short of joyfully receiving this
Sabbath rest? Christ forgives us for that too. He
never rests from giving us the forgiveness we
need and proclaiming that forgiveness to us over
and over again, every Sunday.
So keep it up, dear Christian. Continue bringing
your family to church. It’s the best way to find true
rest.
Author: Dcs. Jennifer L. Miller
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Catechism quotation from Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, copyright ©
1986 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved

News From Lutheran Witness …
Article from The Lutheran Witness, May 2017, written by Rev. Dr. Lee
Hagan, president of the LCMS Missouri District.

Seed of the Church
In the year 197, the Early Church
father Tertullian of Carthage wrote,
“The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the Church.” More than
1,800 years later, Tertullian’s home is found in
modern day Tunisia, where Islam is the official
state religion and Christians total fewer than
25,000 in a nation of more than 11 million. Like
much of Northern Africa and the Middle East,
Christians in Tunisia often live in fear of violence
and isolation. But the Church is coming to the aid
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of our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ in
places all over the world.
Last summer’s LCMS Synod convention passed
Resolution 3-03, “To Encourage Synod to
Educate about and Advocate for Persecuted
Christians,” by a vote of 782-1. The resolution
calls on the Synod “to encourage pastors and
congregations to be better informed about the
issue of worldwide persecution of Christians.”
While much of Lutheran Hour Ministries’ (LHM)
global work focuses on sharing the Gospel with
individuals who have not heard the Good News, it
operates in many countries where opportunities
exist for sharing hope with Christians living in
situations that often seem hopeless. This is the
case in Lebanon, where LHM is working among
Syrian and Iraqi Christian refugees. The Christian
population has shrunk from 2 million to fewer than
500,000 in less than five years in Syria and from
1.5 million in Iraq to fewer than 250,000 in less
than 15 years. The director of LHM – Lebanon
shared an example of what Christians often face
in the Middle East, writing in 2015, “All the villages
of the Nineveh valley are now empty. There is no
one left. All the Iraqi Christians were forced to
quickly leave the land of their ancestors without
being able to take anything with them. They were
given a 48-hour ultimatum to convert to Islam, pay
the gizya (high tax per person) or leave. The only
other outcome was certain death.
Through a partnership between LHM and the
Synod, LHM staff members in the Middle East
(where there are more than two million Syrian
refugees) have connected with thousands of
displaced Christians in refugee camps to provide
food, medicine, blankets, diapers and formula for
infants as well as New Testaments and Arch
books.
The Synod is also assisting international partner
churches in resettling refugees, which could
mean that congregations can sponsor specific
refugees. The Rev. Bart Day, executive director
of the LCMS Office of National Mission, noted,
“There are great opportunities to help our
persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ
throughout the world, but we can especially give
hope to those displaced Christians in places like
the refugee camps in Lebanon.
The Center for the Study of Global Christianity
reports that there were 90,000 Christian martyrs
in 2016. However, our Lord continues to preserve
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His Word among us even in the midst of
persecution and martyrdom. Lutheran Hour
Ministries’ Rev. Peter Kirby, regional director –
Europe, said, “While you would think that
persecution would have a negative effect on
Christianity, we see quite the opposite. It really
does open doors for the Gospel.”

News From . . .
The Church Office
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thrusday: 9:00am – 1:00pm
Friday: 9:00am – 12:00pm
CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John Lutheran Church
2888 W. Houghton Lake Drive
Houghton Lake, Michigan 48629
Phone: (989) 366-5164
Fax: (989) 366-4420
Email: stjohnlcms@houghtonlakemich.com
Website: www.stjohnhl.com

Newsletter Items can be submitted by
contacting the church office or by email and
should be submitted by the 3rd Friday of each
month.

June Coming Attractions....
Save the Date....

(Times can be found on the Calendar)
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

01
03
04
06
07
08
08
10
14
18
22
23
27

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Ladies Aid Lunch at Buccilli’s
Adopt-a-Highway (M-55)
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
Sandy Akin Student Auditions
Outreach Meeting
Ladies Bible Study
Elders Meeting
Adopt-a-Highway (Reserve Rd)
Board of Directors Meeting
Father’s Day
Ladies Bible Study
Newsletter Article Deadline
Pastors’ Winkel
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News From the Airwaves You can find them on your dial ...
Lutheran Hour Ministries broadcasts
out of the following stations:
Station
City, State
Freq/Band Day, Time
WSAM
Saginaw
1400 AM
Sun 8:30a
WFCX Traverse City
94.3 FM
Sun 7am
WFDX Traverse City
92.5 FM
Sun 7am
you can also listen online at: www.lutheranhour.org

Don't forget to join us for
Fellowship Between Sunday
morning services!
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Please sign up in the Kitchen

News From . . .
The Mission Field
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR
GRADUATES
“I have plans for you,” declares the Lord,
“Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope and a future.”
(from Jeremiah chapter 29 verse 11)
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