
  

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
February 2017 Newsletter 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

STATEMENT OF MINISTRY 

We who are redeemed by Christ gather around Word and Sacraments, strengthened to 
proclaim the saving Gospel to our community and the world. 
 

Saint John is to be a caring, growing, spiritually dynamic, Bible-based Lutheran Church that 

is  relevant to a contemporary society.  Enabled by God’s will and love, we will support sev-

eral local, national and international mission efforts.  We will also strive to develop a life-

changing relationship with Jesus among our members and those without a church home in 

the Fraser area. 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

Lord, Are You Going to Fix Things? 

The prophet cried out to the Lord. For, there was violence and injustice everywhere he looked. The 

rule of law was paralyzed. Sin went unchecked. The leadership of the day was some of the worst – if not the 

worst that nation of Judah would ever endure. The prophet cried out. 

“How long, O Lord, shall I cry for help and you not hear,” the prophet Habakkuk cried out. He had 

prayed and prayed, but there seemed to be no action on God’s part. The worship of the temple was corrupt-

ed; King Manasseh was an infidel; justice was sold. “How long, O Lord?” 

God’s answer came, but it wasn’t what Habakkuk expected. It isn’t what we expect either. “I am rais-

ing up the Chaldeans,” God Almighty says. God’s plan was unusual. In order to call Judah to repentance and 

true faith and worship, God would use another nation, a wicked and vile nation. This was God’s plan. 

The prophet cried out to the Lord. Judah and her king were wicked, evil, and unrighteous, but the 

Chaldeans were even worse! How could God use them? “Why are you silent as the wicked swallows up the 

man more righteous than he,” Habakkuk asked. Then, he waited. He waited for an answer from God. 

God’s answer was simple, yet still not what Habakkuk – or we – want to hear. “The righteous shall by 

his faith,” says the Lord. God did nothing more than to call His people to trust Him. The nations were in His 

hands. He was working to bring salvation to His people. “Trust Me even if my way seems strange,” says our 

God. 

God chooses many strange ways to work. We don’t always understand His movements or His ac-

tions. He raised up an evil nation (who itself would be destroyed as a punishment for her sins) to purify His 

own people who were walking in the way of the world. We might think that there be a better way. God 

knows best, however. 

We are living in troubling times. Men and women aren’t sure that they really were meant to be men 

or women. They raise the issue of “gender identity,” as if they can separate their bodies from whom they are. 

Children are encouraged to explore their sexuality, to determine if they prefer homosexual or heterosexual 

relationships.  

We live in troubling times. Our nation is divided politically like it seldom has been. One candidate 

raised the potential issue of voter fraud and was mocked by the opposition. But, when he won, the same op-

ponents claimed fraud. Anger runs over. 

What is God doing? I don’t know. God hasn’t revealed to us His purposes for the United States. Did 

He raise this nation up to end slavery? To oppose a man like Hitler who tried to be “god” for the people of 

Germany? To fight against the atheistic materialism of communism? God alone knows. So where does that 

leave us, as God’s people? 

“The righteous shall live by faith.” We are given no firm answer to so many of our questions. We are 

given to call to trust that God is doing all things for our salvation. He did not spare His only Son, but gave Him 

up for us. Will He not give us all things that are needed for this life as well? 

Our faith and walk with Christ is not dependent upon things always being smooth and easy to under-

stand. We walk by faith, not sight. We walk trusting that Christ in His Word will lead us and guide us to the 

true goal of faith – to the day of our resurrection when all evil and injustice and when all sin and death are 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

rectified once and for all time. 

We live in an “in-between time.” We have the promise of our Savior to bring forgiveness, life, and 

salvation. It is here, but only in part. We live and we wait for the culmination. So, there is nothing left but trust 

in the One who laid down His life and live in hope for the coming day of His reappearing. He will strengthen 

and keep us until then. 

God’s ways are strange and unusual to our unsanctified minds. But, He will strengthen us with the 

gift of His Spirit. He will keep us secure in the work of Jesus for us. 

Habakkuk realized this, too. He didn’t understand all things, but lived by faith. Hear the last words of 

his prophecy for us: 

 

Thought the fig tree should not blossom, 

  Nor fruit be on the vines, 

The produce of the olive fail 

  And the fields yield no food, 

The flock be cut off from the fold 

  And there be no herd in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 

  I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

God, the Lord, is my strength; 

  He makes my feet like the deer’s; 

  He makes me tread on high places. 

 

May God richly bless your walk in faith with our Lord Jesus! 

 

For your further thought and study: 

Read the book of Habakkuk. You can see the struggle of faith that Habakkuk was experiencing.  

Which promises of God are most important to you when you struggle to understand God’s ways of 

working in our world? 

How can you help make right some of the injustices that you see in our world while still respecting the 

authorities that God has put in place? 

Pray every day throughout January for those God has placed in authority, that they might govern with 

fairness and seeking justice for all. 

Think about the times that you walk more by sight rather than by faith. Confess these times of sin and 

receive forgiveness for them. (This can be during the time of silence on Sunday’s confession or to a 

friend who will speak the Word of forgiveness or to one of your pastors in private that they will 

speak the Word of forgiveness, pray with you, and encourage you. 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

The arrival of February brings with it the annual 
celebration of Valentine’s Day. The more cynical 
among us might look at Valentine’s Day as a 
scam invented by the greeting card companies in 
an effort to drum up business. In fact, there are 
some voices in our world who would try to con-
vince us that the whole notion of “love” is archa-
ic. They would have us believe that people would 
be better off without such emotional entangle-
ments. They would have us believe that people 
are better off alone. 

Our Lord offers a different way.  
Love is part of humanity as God 
created it, and love requires a 
beloved. One cannot love in 
isolation. It was not good for 
Adam to be alone [Genesis 
2:18], for if Adam was alone 
then there would be no one for 
Adam to love. And there would 
be no one to love Adam.  

Sometimes we are tempted to separate the act 
of loving with the object of loving. But to fall in 
love with the idea of love is a dangerous thing. 
To love an idea is ultimately a form of self-love, 
invested only for the hope of personal gain. It is 
finally a self-serving, self-centered emotion mas-
querading as love.  

True love requires a beloved – it requires com-
munity. As C.S. Lewis wrote in his book The Four 
Loves, the desire to be alone is a bad spiritual 
symptom, just as lack of appetite is a bad medi-
cal symptom because we really do need more 
food. The lack of a desire to love and be loved is 
unhealthy.  

God created us to love and to be loved. As the 
Gospel of John puts it, greater love has no man 
than that he lay down his life for another [John 
15:3]. This is done in marriage when husbands 
and wives sacrifice their personal needs for the 
needs of the other. It happens in families when 
parents make sacrifices in order to do what’s 

best for their children. It happens within the 
body of Christ when the people of God make 
personal financial sacrifices in order to support 
the work of the church. It happens when the 
body of Christ comes together to make sacrifices 
in order to mercifully meet the needs of those 
who are struggling in their community. Such love 
is true, godly love. 

The truest expression of love is seen in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
As Paul writes in Romans, “For 
one will scarcely die for a right-
eous person – though perhaps 
for a good person one would 
dare even to die – but God 
shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” [Romans 5:7-
8]. Sacrificing himself for the 
unworthy is the mark of God’s 

love. This is the love we have been called to. As 
Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another” [John 13:34]. 

Thanks be to God that he has showered this kind 
of love upon us! Thanks be to God that due to 
the love he has shown us, all our eternal needs 
have been met. And thanks be to God that he 
has considered us worthy to be his agents of this 
love in his world today, that he has called us to 
live in this manner of love. May he grant us the 
strength to do so, and continue to forgive us 
when we fall short. 

 

 

 

 

 

1C.S. Lewis. The Four Loves: An Exploration of the Nature of Love  

Love and the Children of God 
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Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Worldwide Lutheran Translation Projects 

51474 Romeo Plank Road     (586)781-4286  Toll Free (800)554-0723 
Macomb, MI  48042      Fax (586)781-7954 www.lhfmissions.org 

            February, 2017  
Dear Friend at St. John, 
  
“And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
‘every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’), and to offer a sacri-
fice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves or two young pi-
geons.”’ 
                                                                                                                        Luke 2:22-24 
  
The above passage alerts you to the fact that I’m bypassing all secular holidays prescribed for Febru-
ary and directing you to February 2 when the church calendar notes the feast day called THE 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD.  Ground Hog Day, Super Bowl, Valentine’s Day and President’s Day 
will all have to take a back seat. We are even relegating other “churchly” dates to the background, 
i.e. Epiphany, St. Matthias and the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
  
What’s the big deal with “THE PRESENTATION?”  Well, it was parents following the prescribed Law 
of the Lord. That’s always a big deal not often enough recognized by people of our day. It’s a follow 
up to Christmas for sure. The Law said that a woman who gave birth to a son was unclean for seven 
days or until the circumcision of the child and then for 33 days avoid coming into the sanctuary. 
Then after 40 days she had to come to the Temple to be purified in the prescribed way.  So in con-
nection with this act they brought the Child to Jerusalem “TO PRESENT HIM TO THE LORD.”  Every 
first-born son belonged to the Lord, were to be priests, but since the priesthood had been allotted 
to the tribe of Levi, the first born sons were to be redeemed or to be bought back from the Lord for 
the price of five shekels, about two dollars and a half by our money, which they could not afford. A 
“pair of turtledoves or two young doves, which is about 16 cents, and not a lamb and young dove. 
The dove to serve as a burnt sacrifice. 
  
From this we can see that it was the offering of the poor that Mary brought. We see that it was into 
an ordinary home that Jesus was born, a home where there were no luxuries, where every penny 
had to be stretched, a home where the members of the family knew all about the difficulties of mak-
ing a living and the insecurity of life.  This is where we find comfort in knowing that Jesus experi-
enced the difficulties of making ends meet. 
  
It was at the presentation that we meet up with Simeon and Anna, to whom it was revealed Who 
this One truly was, a sign to be spoken against, the sword piercing event that would take place as 
the Child to bring salvation to all.  The great Ransomer has come for us all. See Him presented to the 
Lord in this great event.  He comes for all. 
  
Rev. Robert Rahn 
LHF Founder  
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+Honorarium+ 
 

IN HONOR OF LORRAINE VAN THOMME ON HER BIRTHDAY 

for St. John Branching Out 

Donna Flynn 

 

+Memorials+ 
 

IN MEMORY OF FRED HAMANN for St. John Organ Fund 
Kathy Ellison 

 
IN MEMORY OF FRED HAMANN for St. John General Fund 

Roger Borrousch 
Bob & Mary Wier 

 
IN MEMORY OF ALMA CHARLES for St. John Lutheran Church 

Donna Flynn 
 

IN MEMORY OF KEN WICHMAN for St. John Branching Out 
Lois Brenner 

 
IN MEMORY OF ELDA VOLKENING for St. John Branching Out 

Lois Brenner 
 

IN MEMORY OF ALMA CHARLES for St. John Branching Out 
Lois Brenner 

 
IN MEMORY OF FRED HAMANN for St. John Branching Out 

Lois Brenner 
 

IN MEMORY OF DON PFANNIS for St. John Branching Out 
Lois Brenner 

 
IN MEMORY OF REV. RICHARD WILKIE for St. John Branching Out 

Lois Brenner 
 

IN MEMORY OF KARL TRAUTMANN for St. John Branching Out 
Lois Brenner 



8 

 

 

+Deaths+ 
 

MANION, JULIA 
Born: January 30, 1984 
Died: January 6, 2017 

 
 

Remember our Shut-Ins 
(Additional information about our Shut-ins is available to Saint John Members  

by contacting the church office.) 

 

MARIAN BUJAK               
WILLIAM DEMPSEY  
GERRY FRIEDEMAN 
RUTH GUTOWSKI 
KEITH HARRIS 
BILL HERTEL 
GAIL HOLLAND 
SHIRLEY KOLLMORGEN 

AILEEN LIETZ 
MARIE MATHEWS 
HAROLD MAXWELL 
VIRGINIA MELLAR 
JOAN PENNANEN 
DOLORES ROBERT 
RAY SCHILLING 
ROBERT SCHNEIDER 

NANCY SCHULZ 
DELANE SHIVERS 
RUBY SINGEL  
EMMA TONN 
SALLIE WALUNAS 
MILLIE WICHMAN  
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Feb 1  - Christina Kitchko, Kourtney Knox, Cody Wood 

Feb 2  - Micah Alcantara 

Feb 3  - Michelle Gutow, Scott Scharich 

Feb 4  - Janice Drewek, Mark Mick, Hunter Pratte, Savannah Pratte, Ronald Sauer, 
   Susan Wright 

Feb 5  - Donna Chrzanowski, Joan Pennanen 

Feb 6  - Mellissa Greene, Charles Kollmorgen 

Feb 7  - Richard Kassube, Paul Kutschman, Thelma Smith 

Feb 8  - Eileen Nixon 

Feb 9  - Patricia Burroughs, Sharon Jackson, Gloria Noll, Andrew Pastorius,  

    Regan vanPietersom 

Feb 10 - Quinn Constante, Daniel Hunter 

Feb 11 - Tracy Browning, Genna Clarke, Hildegarde Klomp, Marie Mathews,  

   Michael May, Sr., Matthew Spica 

Feb 13 - Benjamin Hagen, Kristi Hagen, Elizabeth Knoll, Jason Prouty, Carol Waltz 

Feb 14 - Gregory Alter, Jordyn Kaines, Cheryl Kollmorgen 

Feb 15 - Cheryl Penn 

Feb 16 - Carol Boatman, Wendell Griffith 

Feb 17 - Lori Day, Christopher Socha, Danny Wood 

Feb 18 - Andrew Carr, Jeri Crothers, David Hoerner, Abigail Iwasko, Garrett Monroe, 
    Cyril Philemon 

Feb 19 - Jason Jaques, Lynda Valentino 

Feb 20 - Tyler Kivela, Ellen Narr, Olivia Olsen 

Feb 21 - Michael Gutow 

Feb 22 - Shannon Giasone, Marty Wunderlich 

Feb 23 - Kristy Dewandeler, Joan E. Hollowell, Gayle Kusch, Walter Rothenberger 

Feb 24 - Stacy Celestini, Heather Minano, Becky Richert 

Feb 25 - Marlene Hoeft, James Wright 

Feb 26 - Anita Kasak 

Feb 28 - Douglas Blake, Doreen Hagen, Gayle Malesky 
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ATTENTION: The Quilters are in need of a working portable sewing 

machine. If you can donate one, it would be greatly appreciated. Do-

nations can be left in the church office.  

Thank you!  

Lola Benning  
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Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 AM 

Monday 7:00 PM 

Adult Bible Class &  Sunday School 

Sunday 9:30 AM 
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