
  

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
December 2016 Newsletter 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

STATEMENT OF MINISTRY 

We who are redeemed by Christ gather around Word and Sacraments, strengthened to 
proclaim the saving Gospel to our community and the world. 
 

Saint John is to be a caring, growing, spiritually dynamic, Bible-based Lutheran Church that 

is  relevant to a contemporary society.  Enabled by God’s will and love, we will support sev-

eral local, national and international mission efforts.  We will also strive to develop a life-

changing relationship with Jesus among our members and those without a church home in 

the Fraser area. 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

God’s Surprises 

 I get jealous. Yes, I admit it. I get jealous. I get jealous of ancient Israel. They knew 

where God was. God was in the pillar of fire by day, the pillar of cloud by day. When they 

were threatened by the Egyptians, the pillar of cloud stood between Israel and the Egyp-

tians. There was their help. There was there God. What a surprising way for God to mani-

fest Himself. 

 I wonder if Zachariah felt that way. You remember him. He was a priest of the tribe 

of Abijah. He received the once in a lifetime experience of saying the prayers in the Holy 

Place of the temple in Jerusalem. Zechariah would offer up the prayer for the deliverance 

of Israel. Yet, it had been so long since God had demonstrated His presence. The pillars of 

cloud and fire were memories passed down orally and in Scripture. No prophet had ap-

peared or spoken in nearly 400 years.  

 Then God would act and show His plan for the world. An angel appeared to Zechari-

ah. The shame of Zechariah would be removed. He would have a son who would be the 

forerunner of the Savior. An angel from God appeared, not a man, not a pillar of fire or 

cloud, but an angel after all these years. What a surprising way for God to work! 

 Then God out did Himself. “You want God to show Himself?” he seemed to ask. So, 

He did. “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanu-

el.” There would be no mere representative of God like a prophet nor would there be an 

obscure appearance like a pillar of fire. No, God outdid Himself. God became man. In Jesus, 

the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily. God Himself has come to us. What a surprising 

way for God to work! 

 God works in a most surprising way. He has given us a Savior who is our brother. He 

shares the same flesh, the same blood, the same type of body. He shared in the same temp-

tations we face – temptations for power, in taking shortcuts in our walk as children of God 

and more. What a surprising way for God to act! 

 Surprising? Yes, but a much-needed surprise. We need a Savior who shares in the 

evil that we face for that is exactly what we need deliverance from. The devil is at work in 

our world, corrupting it, using it as a tool to get to us. Our own bodies betray us, tempting 

us, and leading us into temptation (think about lust). Why did our brother, our Savior 

come? Jesus became man to deliver us from sin, from death, and from the power of the 

devil. We need a Savior who came in a such a surprising way. 

 Still, where is He? We face our struggles with temptations, sin, and the evil of the 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

world. Where is our Savior? Where is He when we need Him? There is no pillar of cloud or 

fire, no prophet, no angel. 

 The surprises continue today, however. God is still in our midst in those quiet, hid-

den ways that we want to overlook. He comes to us in those prophets and apostles, in their 

written word. That Word is the living voice of our Savior. We hear it; we read it; we are en-

couraged by it. The Word is His living presence with us. The world sneers; faith clings. What 

a surprising way for God to work! 

 The surprises of God continue. Water working faith, creating new hearts, and chang-

ing lives. A wafer of bread and sip of wine bring the body and blood of our brother Jesus to 

us. With that bite and with that sip comes the presence of Christ with us. No pillar of cloud 

or fire is needed. There is water, bread, and wine. In these simple, everyday things we find 

what we look for. We find God Himself with us. What a surprising way for God to work! 

 Where is He when we are having problems? How does God make Himself known 

when our husband is dying from cancer, when our friend has lost his job, when a marriage 

is falling apart? There is one more surprise (for our purposes). 

 God has chosen to work through us. Christ makes Himself known through us! Paul 

says, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). The One who 

made the surprising the move to become God has now chosen to work through you! What 

a surprising way for God to work! 

 What do have to offer the friend who is suffering? We have the comfort of Jesus! 

Look at 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. The word “comfort” is used repeatedly. We have received com-

fort so that we can comfort those with that same comfort.  

 Does your friend bear the burden of guilt, does she remember her past? Offer her 

the comfort of the forgiveness of Jesus that you yourself have received. 

 Is your friend grieving? Offer him the same hope you received. Jesus has conquered 

death. Death and the separation it brings hurts now, but Christ rose from the dead and so 

will we and our loved ones! 

 I get jealous. Yes, I admit it. That is nothing more than my sinfulness showing, how-

ever. God is with us. He is as present with us as the days of Moses, Zechariah, and the apos-

tles. Christ, the God who became man, is among us! What a surprising way for God to work! 

Blessings on your Advent! 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

I love the original Karate Kid movie. I remem-
ber watching it as a kid myself. Wax on, wax 
off. Paint the fence. Sand the deck. The scene 
where Mr. Miyagi finally “fights” Daniel on the 
deck was so exciting; to finally see what Mr. 
Miyagi had been up to the whole time. What 
appeared to be one step short of violating 
child labor laws turned out to be the very 
training necessary for Daniel to compete.   

I am struck at how often in our lives we get 
so caught up in the moment that we miss 
the big picture. Daniel complained about the 
tasks Mr. Miyagi assigned until he saw how 
those tasks worked together to teach him 
karate. When he saw Mr. 
Miyagi’s big picture, he 
rejoiced in the skill he had 
unwittingly developed. 

How often in our lives do 
we grumble about the cir-
cumstances before us? 
How often are we, like 
Daniel, complaining about 
“painting the fences” or 
“waxing the cars” God 
places before us? Con-
versely, how quick are we to recognize that 
we aren’t as smart as we think we are? That 
we can’t ultimately see what God is up to? 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, we 
are reminded of what might be the greatest 
example of God being up to something that 
no one understood: The Incarnation. God 
had been preparing the world for the incar-
nation since the days of Eden. He had made 
promises through the prophets. He had culti-
vated a way of thinking among his people 
through the worship he instituted. He had 
orchestrated the events of history to set up 
the right circumstances for his birth. 

And yet when the Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among his own, his own 
received him not. They rejected him. They 
did not understand, and because they did 
not understand, they did not believe. Rather 
than trusting the promise of God’s Word, 
they trusted their own eyes. They saw one 

who was at odds with the religious elite. One 
who reached out to the tax collectors and 
sinners. One who was beaten and mocked. 
One who was crucified and buried. They 
could not understand how such a one could 
be the Messiah. And many of them missed 
the Lord himself in their midst. 

The Incarnation ought to leave us in silent 
wonder. The life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus force us to acknowledge that we don’t 
understand God’s ways as much as we might 
like. We would prefer God to flex his cosmic 
muscle, but he is born a helpless infant. We 
would prefer God to strike down the princes 

of this world, but he al-
lows himself to be struck 
down. He is a God who 
reveals himself through 
the weakness, rejection, 
and shocking nature of 
suffering. 

And so we pray that our 
Lord would fill us with 
trust today – trust in his 
promises even when our 
eyes tell us something 

different. Trust that God is working for my 
good even though I’m not enjoying “sanding 
the deck,” or struggling through economic 
or emotional hardship, or fighting tempta-
tion each day. We pray that in the midst of 
things we do not understand, especially the 
things that are difficult to endure, the Holy 
Spirit would be at work in our lives to 
strengthen our trust in the promises of God. 
Trusting that his hand is at work in our lives. 
Trusting his promise of forgiveness. 

Wax on, wax off. Paint the house. Even 
though we don’t understand God’s tactics, 
we know that in the end he is working for 
our good. May the Holy Spirit grant us trust 
in this promise. 

What Mr. Miyagi Teaches Us About the Incarnation  
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Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Worldwide Lutheran Translation Projects 

51474 Romeo Plank Road     (586)781-4286  Toll Free (800)554-0723 
Macomb, MI  48042      Fax (586)781-7954 www.lhfmissions.org 

        Christmas, 2016 
Dear Christ Child Worshipers, 
“When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to 
one another, Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened 
which the Lord has made known to us. So they came with great haste and found their way 
to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger….the shepherds went back, 
glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told 
them.”   Luke 2:15-16, 20 
  
The element of the shepherds in the Christmas story has been one of great interest over 
the centuries and certainly is an element that resonates in our hearts and minds during this 
Christmas season.  How many pages in books have been attributed to these interest-
ing “shepherds who kept their flocks by night” and to whom the angels appeared with 
that first “Gloria in Excelsis Deo?” 
  
It is with great emotion that we contribute a page to that growing shepherd legacy drawn 
from the Christmas account as told by Luke.  I would direct your attention to the ACTION 
OF THE SHEPHERDS.  The entire Christmas account is one that can certainly be classified in 
the context of action. 
  
Some commentators remind us that these were no ordinary shepherds but that they were 
guardians of a special flock known as the flock owned by the temple authorities so that the 
proper lambs could be offered in the morning and evening sacrifices in the temple. The wor-
ship required an unblemished lamb to be sacrificed to God.  Thus, they were special shep-
herds.  The action included the element of watching, straightway going upon hearing the 
news, they came in a hurry, found their way, they saw and they went back, they were glori-
fying and praising God.  
  
It is a lovely thought that the shepherds who looked after the temple flock were the first to 
see the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world. No wonder we consider them 
shepherds of action. 
  
May we in our consideration of the ACTION OF THE SHEPHERDS be people of action as we 
make our way to the manger and worship the Lamb of God. 
  
Moving to the manger with you, 
  
Robert L. Rahn 
LHF Founder 
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+Honorarium+ 

IN HONOR OF SHIRLEY NELSON’S 90TH BIRTHDAY for Branching Out 

John Lembke 

 

 

+Memorials+ 

IN MEMORY OF BETTY RUDOW for Branching Out 

John Lembke 

 

 

 
 

Remember our Shut-Ins 
(Additional information about our Shut-ins is available to Saint John Members  

by contacting the church office.) 

MARIAN BUJAK 
ALMA CHARLES                     
WILLIAM DEMPSEY  
GERRY FRIEDEMAN 
RUTH GUTOWSKI 
FRED HAMANN 
KEITH HARRIS 
BILL HERTEL 

GAIL HOLLAND 
SHIRLEY KOLLMORGEN 
AILEEN LIETZ 
MARIE MATHEWS 
HAROLD MAXWELL 
JAMES McINTOSH 
VIRGINIA MELLAR 
JOAN PENNANEN 

DOLORES ROBERT 
RAY SCHILLING 
ROBERT SCHNEIDER 
NANCY SCHULZ 
DELANE SHIVERS 
RUBY SINGEL  
EMMA TONN 
SALLIE WALUNAS 
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December   1      Lynn Devantier, Jon Lane, Karen Misuraca  

December   2      John Choranziak, Tanya Locke 

December   3      Rachel Klomp, John McGrath II, Elaina Monroe 

December  4      Nancy Schulz, Douglas Tietz 

December  5      Jeremiah Hoehner, Luljeta Wunderlich  

December  6      Tyler Alcantara, Audrey Craft, Jacob Heitz, Jessica Lenn, Ted Weiss 

December  7      John McGrath III, Kristi Paulsell, Danny Wood Jr. 

December  8      Dora Griffith, William Howitt 

December 10 Steve Coppens, Jeffrey Corbat, Suzanne Maire, James Schneider 

December 12 Marie Deplae, Christopher Rosnik 

December 13 Wendy Topel 

December 14 Alyssa Carnagie, Megan Guiles, Marc Savalle 

December 15 Philip Belcher, Erminia Blake, Marybeth Cairns, Mindi Gravis, Michelle 
Heitz, Jade Helt, Anthony Korbely IV, Judith Meyer, Charles Shoebottom, 
Melissa Steckly 

December 16 David Lahey, Amy McCollum, Carole Ricketts, Stacey Skerske 

December 18 Alma Charles, Carl Eickhoff, Emily Griffith, Marilyn Malick, Holly Rose 

December 20 Claudia Huser, Tracy Klomp, Laura Ralph 

December 21 Jennifer Kennedy, Kevin Kollmorgen, Melissa Krzewski 

December 22 Kevin Dewandeler, Henrietta Georgevich, Anthony Greene, Abigail Trudell 

December 23 Billie Samoranski 

December 24 Rodney Graham, Charles Miottel, Bret Samyn 

December 25 Steven Burroughs, John Busquaert, Antonio Schmidt, Robert Schneider, 
Mark Stoetzer 

December 27 Judith Block, Thomas Dombecki, William Hertel, Charles Mathews, Jr. 

December 28 Helena Schmitt, Kathy Schneider 

December 29 Nancy Germeroth, Melvin Machemer, Victoria Minano 

December 30 Erin Eickhoff, Michael Piccininni, Robert Plouff  
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Poinsettia Plants 

 
 
THE ALTAR GUILD  will be offering poinsettia plants to be purchased in memory/honor of 
loved ones.  The plants will cost $16.00 each and are 8” pots with 3 plants in each pot.  They 
can be taken home after the Christmas Day service.  The deadline to order is Dec. 12, 2016.  
Please make the checks out to St. John Lutheran Church and give your order to the church 
secretary. 
 
 
I would like to order ______ plants at $16.00/each.  Given by      
 
 
In memory/honor of            



12 

 

 



13 

 

Early registration deadline Dec. 1 for Life 360° 

 
Dec. 1, 2016, is the last day to get discounted rates for the 2017 Life Con-
ference. Register today! 
 
Please join us Jan. 27–29 for the 2017 LCMS Life Conference in Arlington, 
Va., at the Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel. The conference theme is “Life 
360°.” Stand with LCMS Life Ministry to boldly proclaim God’s truth that 
life is sacred — from conception to natural death. 
 
Unite with fellow Lutherans from across the country to: 
 
 Walk in the National March for Life in Washington, D.C.; 

 Attend daily worship and devotions; 

 Listen to speakers, including LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison; Dr. George Delgado, who pioneered a protocol to reverse the 
abortion pill; and the Rev. Jonathan Fisk, Worldwide KFUO program 
host and producer; 

 Learn how to see with “Eyes of Life”; and 

 Hear how eyesoflife.org is helping us change the conversation. 
 
Early bird rates through Dec. 1: $175 for students; $275 for adults. 

Regular rates after Dec. 1: $200 for students; $300 for adults. 

Registration includes breakfast and dinner on Jan. 27; breakfast, lunch 
and dinner on Jan. 28; and breakfast on Jan. 29. 

http://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2feyesoflife.org&srcid=76221&srctid=1&erid=12233826&trid=dc05fcc6-f189-4eb5-a3c0-3d7d76f05e8c
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Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 AM 

Monday 7:00 PM 

Adult Bible Class &  Sunday School 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

THE NEWSLETTER OF  

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

16339 Fourteen Mile Road 

Fraser, MI 48026 


