
  

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
November 2016 Newsletter 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

STATEMENT OF MINISTRY 

We who are redeemed by Christ gather around Word and Sacraments, strengthened to 
proclaim the saving Gospel to our community and the world. 
 

Saint John is to be a caring, growing, spiritually dynamic, Bible-based Lutheran Church that 

is  relevant to a contemporary society.  Enabled by God’s will and love, we will support sev-

eral local, national and international mission efforts.  We will also strive to develop a life-

changing relationship with Jesus among our members and those without a church home in 

the Fraser area. 
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The newsletter is published every month with the 

 exception of July.   
 

Please email your articles to church-

info@stjohnfraser.org  
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Please include contact information.  

Due date for articles is 10th of the previous month. 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

A Time to Remember 

 

 The days of remembering begin with November. Thanksgiving gives us an oppor-
tunity to list and remember the blessings of the past year. Christmas is fast upon us, and 
with Christmas comes the recollections of family, Christmas celebrations, and gifts from 
years gone by. The joy of Christmas is often tinged with the shadow of what was. Memo-
ries – even good memories – have a way of showing the passing of time. 

 How many of you remembered All Saints’ Day? All Saints’ Day was November 1. It is a 
day that we remember those who have died in the faith. We remember that they are rest-
ing with Jesus now. It is a day that has great joy that is tinged with a bit of sadness. 

 Sadness in our remembering? Yes, sadness. For we remember the people we loved 
who are not with us. They rest with Jesus; we are left with memories that fade and change. 
We enjoyed their company, their love, their joy. 

 Yet, there is joy. There is joy because these people we love so much no longer face 
the hurt of this life. They no longer battle with the sins that chased them; they no longer 
endure the arrows of Satan in His attacks; they no longer confront the evil of our world. 
They rest with Jesus. 

 All Saints’ Day is a day for us to learn. For the thoughts of our husband, wives, fa-
thers, mothers, and friends who rest with Jesus still teach us about the love of God to us in 
Jesus. 

 In these loved ones, we see Christ’s faithful working. We saw Him standing by them 
in their struggles. We saw Him comfort them when they cried. We saw Him protecting 
them as Satan, the world, and their own consciences attacked them. We saw the work of 
Jesus in their lives. 

 Our Jesus does the same for us. We may not always feel or see Jesus’ protecting 
hand. But it is there. God is with us in our lives as surely as He was with our loved ones in 
their lives. Our God does not play favorites. His promises are good for all of us. 

 I will remember so many people this November 1. I will remember my father – who 
taught me how to live as a child of God and how to die as a child of God. I will remember 
Judy’s father and mother. I will remember my grandparents, faithful pastors who taught 
me the faith, little old Sunday School teachers who drove home the message of Jesus. 
Christ Jesus worked powerfully in and through them. To this day, they are teaching me of 
the faithfulness of our God. 

Blessed remembering in Christ! 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

Election season is almost over, and this year’s has 

been one for the ages. While mudslinging is certainly 
nothing new in politics, it feels like this year’s Presi-
dential race is a competition between two candidates 
trying to convince potential voters, “Hey, at least I’m 
not as bad as him/her.” There’s even a few third-party 
candidates running on the platform of: “I’m not as 
bad as either of them!” 
 
Social media and polling numbers seem to indicate 
that voters are not impressed by the candidates or 
their messages of, “At least I’m not as 
bad as my opponent.” Maybe that’s 
because voters recognize that such a 
campaign is inherently flawed, basing 
the candidate’s worth not on any objec-
tive standard, but simply on comparison 
to his/her opponent. How can voters be 
expected to choose or elect anyone on 
that basis? 
 
And yet that is often the campaign we run with God. 
When it comes to our election before God, we often 
console ourselves with the notion that, “At least I’m 
not as bad as the other guy!” “I don’t look at porn.” 
“I haven’t murdered anyone.” “I don’t cheat on my 
wife.” “I don’t abuse my kids.” Like politicians trying 
to make themselves look more appealing by exposing 
the flaws of their opponent, we often speak and act 
as if we can make ourselves more appealing to God 
simply by being somewhat better than the “other 
guy.” 
 
But that is not how our Lord chooses his elect. He 
doesn’t look down at earth and say, “Well, I’ve got to 
take about a third of them, so let’s see how they stack 
up against each other.” Instead, our Lord chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world [Ephesians 
1:4]. In fact, he chose everyone, for Jesus is not only 
the sacrifice for our sin, but for the sin of the whole 
world [1 John 2:2]. In Christ, God was reconciling the 
world to himself [2 Corinthians 5:19]. Since you are part 
of the world, that means you! 
 
Our Lord knew that based on the objective standard 
of his Law, all fall short [Romans 3:23]. There is none 
who is righteous. Not even one [Romans 3:10]. Yet 
God made him who knew no sin to be the sin offering 
on the cross, in order that through his offering we 

would be considered righteous in heaven [2 Corinthi-
ans 5:21]. In Christ, God cast a vote for you, not be-
cause you are a little bit better than the person next 
to you, but because he is a loving and merciful God 
who desires that you would spend eternity with him 
in paradise. In fact, he desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth [2 Timo-
thy 2:4]. Since you are a person, that means you! 
 
Because of what Christ has done for us, we are God’s 
elect – the chosen ones. Chosen to live before him in 
the holiness and righteousness he gives. While it fills 

us with great sadness to know that there 
are many who reject their place as God’s 
elect and choose instead to live in unbe-
lief, we also find great comfort in the 
reality that through the gift of the Spirit 
who comes through the preaching of 
God’s Word, the gift of faith is sustained 
and strengthened in us. Chosen by God 
in Christ, our election is confirmed as the 
Holy Spirit keeps us in the true faith. 

 
As election day comes and goes, some will celebrate, 
others will mourn. In the church we celebrate All 
Saints’ Day, an election celebration of our own. We 
celebrate the elect of God who have gone before us 
and who now rest from their labors. Regardless of 
what happens in this or any political election, rejoice 
that you are the elect of God in Christ. As those who 
have gone before us are now in the presence of God, 
so also we will one day have our tears wiped away by 
his fatherly hand. 
 
God is for us. Who can be against us? Who can bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who has justi-
fied us; who can condemn? There is nothing in all 
heaven or earth that can separate you, the elect of 
God, from the love of God in Christ Jesus [Romans 
8:31-38]. Rejoice in God’s election. Rejoice in those 
who have gone before you. Rejoice that you too will 
see your Lord face to face in the joy of Paradise. 

 

God’s Elect  
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Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Worldwide Lutheran Translation Projects 

51474 Romeo Plank Road     (586)781-4286  Toll Free (800)554-0723 
Macomb, MI  48042      Fax (586)781-7954 www.lhfmissions.org 

                                                                                   November, 2016 

Dear Thankful People, 
 

“You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, know-
ing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the sa-
cred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be ade-
quate, equipped for every good work.”   2 Timothy 3:14-17 

  
These are the concluding words of a section in my Bible that has the heading –“Difficult 
Times Will Come!” The section lists all sorts of sinful conditions that are obviously prevalent 
today. Read about them in 3:1-13.  After listing those conditions St. Paul speaks the word 
above, which could be titled- Guarding The Faith!”  
  
What does this mean? 

·         Continuing in things learned and become convinced of 

·         Remembering from whom you have learned these things 

·         Knowing that these truths lead to salvation 

·         Assurance that salvation is through faith in Christ Jesus 

·         Using the Word that is inspired and useful for guiding us aright 

·         Equipping us for every good work as a result 

  
While we have the privilege this month to celebrate Thanksgiving, let us not only be thank-
ful for parades that show spectacular creations, football games that delight or disappoint, 
plentiful food that will grace our tables, family gatherings with memorable moments, but 
let us be “thinkful” of the great grace given that needs to be guarded.  
  
One of the ways we are guarding the Word today is through our mission outreach, through 
the preaching and printing of His Word. This is the month that Lutheran Heritage Founda-
tion is the MISSION OF THE MONTH.  On November 10 LHF embarks on its 25th year culmi-
nating with celebrations next November to mark this milestone of “Guarding The 
Faith.” Your gifts during this MISSION OF THE MONTH will continue the faith we have been 
given. That truly leads to a HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 
 

Thankfully, 
Rev. Robert Rahn 

LHF Founder  
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+Memorials+ 

IN MEMORY OF HILDEGARD SCHWANDT for Branching Out 
Frances Alampi 

Stephanie Alampi 
 

 
+Deaths+ 

Janet Jensen 
Born:  10/18/1940 
Died:  10/06/2016  

 
 

Remember our Shut-Ins 
(Additional information about our Shut-ins is available to Saint John Members  

by contacting the church office.) 

MARIAN BUJAK 
ALMA CHARLES                     
WILLIAM DEMPSEY  
GERRY FRIEDEMAN 
RUTH GUTOWSKI 
FRED HAMANN 
KEITH HARRIS 
BILL HERTEL 

GAIL HOLLAND 
SHIRLEY KOLLMORGEN 
AILEEN LIETZ 
MARIE MATHEWS 
HAROLD MAXWELL 
JAMES McINTOSH 
VIRGINIA MELLAR 
JOAN PENNANEN 

DOLORES ROBERT 
RAY SCHILLING 
ROBERT SCHNEIDER 
NANCY SCHULZ 
DELANE SHIVERS 
RUBY SINGEL  
SALLIE WALUNAS 
MILLIE WICHMAN  
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November 1 - Matthew Carnagie, Dylan Robbins 

November 2 - Katerina Klomp, Patricia Klomp 

November 3 - Katrina Celmer, Holly Duquet, Cole Misuraca, Douglas Schwark, Taylor Vergin 

November 4 - Kelly Monroe, Bradley Nixon, Samuel Olson, Lori Rose 

November 5 - Hans Binder, Deborah Hertel, Austin Monroe 

November 6  - Grace Johnstone, Allen Kivela II 

November 7 - Denise Carnagie 

November 8 - Dawn Dudek, Sally Healy, Samantha Holtz 

November 9 - Alicia Barnhart, David McTaggart, Paula Stidwill 

November 10 - Barbara Feldman, Kathryn Ziegler 

November 11 - Jacob Schwark 

November 12 - Rachael Griffith, Karen Ott 

November 13 - Patricia Mayers 

November 14 - Brian Newman 

November 15 - Nanette Gaffney, Therese Hagerty 

November 16 - Jacqueline Barger, Joshua Rausch 

November 17 - Justin Burns, Sara Keyes, Nicole Merkouris 

November 18 - James Creagh, Cynthia Farthing, Carol Wendland 

November 19 - Kelsey Farthing, David Hagen, Barbara Seiler, Megan Stidwill 

November 20 - Amanda Barron, Matthew Giannetti, Jake Lewis, Valerie Rosnik,  

     Sharon Tremberth 

November 21 - Cheryl Barker, Kristin Purcell, Brian Stidwill 

November 22 - Alyssa Brandt, Kevin Pruzinsky 

November 23 - Samuel Hanner, John Kutschman, Emily Stidwill 

November 24 - Patricia Piccininni, Donna Wickenhiser 

November 25 - Deanne Garr, Richard Tipton, Sharon Ziegler 

November 26 - Miranda Dudek, Michelle Houtos, Garrett Lane, Jeannine Muehlbrandt,  

    Darlene Shoebottom 

November 27 - Jack Gartrell, Fred Hamann 

November 28 - Gail Burkholder, Andrew Houtos, Chad Robbins, Elaine Wickham 

November 29 - Dennis Hoerauf, Mildred Wichman 

November 30 - Michael Day, David Dewandeler, Larry Muehlbrandt  
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ST. JOHN QUILTERS CALLING FOR HELP AND SUPPLIES 
 
In October the quilters of St. John packed up 130 quilts, which they made in the last 12 
months, to send to impoverished countries through Lutheran World Relief.  Some of the 
quilts will be used for bedding and others will be used for makeshift tents.  We are now in 
need of the following items: Thin bedspreads, mattress pads, sheets and pillowcases, mate-
rial, thin blankets, table clothes, thread and embroidery floss.  Please drop these items off 
at the church office marked “quilters”.   
 
Our small but very productive group of volunteers could use some help with the quilts.  No 
prior sewing experience is necessary.  Several ladies piece together the colorful top part of 
the quilt at home.  We then use bed pads or other heavy material for the inside filler part of 
the quilt.  The backing of the quilt is a sheet or large piece of material.  Help is needed to 
tack the quilt together with 36 knots.  The bottom layer of the quilt is then folded over the 
top to make a binding. Two ladies then use the sewing machines to stitch the binding to-
gether.   
 
The quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. in Rutkowsky hall on the first and third Thursday of the 
month, and work on the quilts until 2:30 p.m.  We always have a big pot of coffee on, just 
bring a bag lunch.  This a good way to meet your church family members.  Our quilters in-
clude Sandra Ashman, Lola Benning, Beverly Coppens, Nancy Germeroth, Doris Kempf, Ka-
ren Stoetzer, Marilynn Wright and Sharlene Ebbole.   
 
Please consider joining us.  We would be disappointed to see this ministry disappear.  For 
any questions, please call Nancy Germeroth at 468-0750 or Marilynn Wright at 293-7477. 
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CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATING 

Following are the dates for decorating the church for Christmas.  

Help is greatly appreciated, the more helpers the faster the work 

gets done.  Christmas Trees will be put up on Monday, November 

28th at 8AM.  Additional decorating including the outdoor nativity 

will take place on Saturday, December 3rd at 9AM.  
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Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 AM 

Monday 7:00 PM 

Adult Bible Class &  Sunday School 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

THE NEWSLETTER OF  

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

16339 Fourteen Mile Road 

Fraser, MI 48026 


