
  

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
September 2016 Newsletter 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

STATEMENT OF MINISTRY 

We who are redeemed by Christ gather around Word and Sacraments, strengthened to 
proclaim the saving Gospel to our community and the world. 
 

Saint John is to be a caring, growing, spiritually dynamic, Bible-based Lutheran Church that 

is  relevant to a contemporary society.  Enabled by God’s will and love, we will support sev-

eral local, national and international mission efforts.  We will also strive to develop a life-

changing relationship with Jesus among our members and those without a church home in 

the Fraser area. 
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Pastor Smith, Pastor Richert 

Secretary:  Deborah Shields 

Bookkeeper:  Marianne Grenier 

Part-Time Agencies: Kristine Saunders 

Youth Director: Doug Schwark                    

Music Director:  Mel Machemer 

Band Instructor: Brian Pollatz 

School Secretary:  Gayle Malesky 

Principal:  David Waltz 

Grade 8:  Scott Scharich 

Grade 7:  Steven Schmit 

Grade 6:  Susan Machemer 

Grade 5: Angela Swazey 

Grade 4:  Kristina Morrow, Athletic Director 

Grade 3:  Janis McGrath 

Grade 2:  Katrina Celmer 

Grade 1:  Susan Grams 

Kindergarten:  Wendy Topel 

Preschool Director:  Kelly Monroe 

Teacher Aides: Lauren D’Ambrosio, Christine Blick, 

Angie Adams, Deb Wulff 

Auxiliary Teacher: Doris August      

Y5/SACC Director:  Cathy Hunter 

SACC Asst: Cassidy Sandifer, A. J. Stimac, Myranda 

Watson, Tina Schenk 

Head Cook:  Paula Stidwill 

Asst. Cook:  Dora Griffith 

Custodian:  Karen Mackool 

Part-Time Custodian: Matthew Eichman 

www.stjohnfraser.org 

Rev. Bradley A. Smith, Pastor: (586) 264-1320 

Rev. Aaron Richert, Pastor: 248-786-7486 

Church Telephone: (586) 293-0333 

Church Fax: (586) 293-5442 

Prayer Requests: (586) 675-1181  

School Office: (586) 294-8740 

School Fax: (586) 294-9565 
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Pre-school: (586) 293-6257 

2016 - 2017 Faculty and Staff of St. John 

The newsletter is published every month with the 

 exception of July.   
 

Please email your articles to church-

info@stjohnfraser.org  

OR drop them off in the church office.  

 

Please include contact information.  

Due date for articles is 10th of the previous month. 

Unsigned articles will not be published.  
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 
 

“Listen Up!” 
 

 “Listen up!” I don’t know how many times I have said that in my life. I have said it to 
my sons when they were young. I have said it to baseball and basketball teams that I 
coached. I say it regularly to the confirmation classes that I teach. “Listen up! I have some-
thing important to tell you.” 

 Solomon says the same things: Hear, my son, and accept my words . . . I have taught 
you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness (Proverbs 4:10-11). Solomon 
has something important to say, and we need to listen! 

 Solomon’s wisdom is not simply about cute little adages that are about living life. 
They are about real life – life lived in the grace of God, about life in Christ. Solomon wants 
us to listen up. He has much to teach us. 

 Listen up! There is a way of life that leads to death.  The way of death is the way of 
unbelief. It is the way of sin, of doing what comes natural to us, of following our heart. 
Apart from Christ, our thoughts are darkness. 

 Listen up! There is a path of life. This is the way of faith; this is the way of Jesus 
Christ. It is the Word that is Jesus, and He brings life. Jesus said, “I am . . .  the life.” There is 
no true wisdom nor is there true life apart from Jesus. 

 Listen up! This word that puts us on the path of life is Jesus. Where Jesus is present, 
He gives us His Spirit to lead us and guide us. The image of Jesus begins to take form in our 
lives for that is the work of the Spirit. There is no room for sin on the path of life. It is the 
way of righteousness. Righteousness comes only in Jesus. He has the right standing with 
God and He shares it with us. 

 “Be attentive to my words,” Solomon says (Prov. 4:20). How often do you attend to 
the Word of Christ? Is it a priority for you daily? Weekly? Less? 

 We offer a number of different Bible studies on a Sunday morning. They cover Bible, 
topics, daily living, and current issues. We are God’s people; we have received the gift of 
walking with Christ on the path of life.  Don’t neglect the gift God has given you! Listen up! 

 
Your fellow listener to the Word, 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

Worship: Our Sabbath Rest 
Rest From Grief 

 

The only things certain in life are death and taxes, and both death 
and taxes bring grief.  With a less-than-sympathetic “Render unto 
Caesar that which is Caesar’s,” [Matthew 22:21] the Scriptures 
don’t offer us much comfort in the wake of tax grief. But the emo-
tional grief felt at the death of a loved one or another significant 
loss is a reality that our Lord’s Word tackles head on. 
 
Our world has taught us to recognize the stages of grief. We are 
taught that the grieving process moves from denial, numbness, 
and shock to bargaining, followed by depression, anger, and fi-

nally acceptance. While this is true and helpful information, our Lord offers one final stage: hope. 
Actually, hope is not so much a final step in the grieving process as it is a reality that affects each 
step of grief. As the Apostle Paul says, we will certainly grieve in this life, but not as if we have no 
hope [1 Thessalonians 4:13]. Hope fills every aspect of our lives, including our grief. 
 
The wisdom of the world ends in accepting the reality of the tragedy at hand, but such acceptance 
is often nothing more than hopeless resignation. Our Lord offers something more. He offers us 
hope. He offers us rest from the crushing weight of grief. And he offers it in worship. The service 
begins in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Name given to us in our baptism. As Paul 
reminds us, all who are united to Christ in baptism are united to his resurrection [Romans 6:3-11]. The 
service begins by reminding us of the promise of resurrection. 
 
Later in the service we confess a creed of the Church. The Apostle’s Creed reminds us of the 
“resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” The Nicene Creed reminds us to “look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” Even the rarely used Athanasian Creed 
confesses that at the coming of Christ “all people will rise again with their bodies.” The creeds of 
the Church keep the promise of resurrection before our eyes. 
 
In the Sacrament of the Altar we are united to the body and blood of Christ himself through the 
bread and wine. At the conclusion of the Sacrament we often sing these words: “Lord, now you let 
your servant go in peace, your Word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which 
you have prepared” [Nunc Dimittis; Luke 2:29-31a]. These words, also included in a Lutheran Funeral, 
remind us that the body and blood of Jesus will strengthen us in body and soul unto life everlasting. 
Communion keeps the promise of the resurrection alive in us. 
 
The world can help us diagnose grief and understand how it develops, but it is our Lord who offers 
us rest from grief – a Sabbath Rest brought about by the promises of his Word spoken, sung, and 
prayed in worship. We will still experience shock and denial, bargaining, depression, anger, and ac-
ceptance in the wake of grief. But as the children of the living God we also experience hope every 
step of the way. Through the continued hearing of God’s promises in worship, the weight of grief is 
lifted off our shoulders and we are given rest by him who is the resurrection and the life [John 11:25]. 
 
Thanks be to God for this rest from grief. Thanks be to God for the hope of 
resurrection. 
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Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Worldwide Lutheran Translation Projects 

51474 Romeo Plank Road     (586)781-4286  Toll Free (800)554-0723 
Macomb, MI  48042      Fax (586)781-7954 www.lhfmissions.org 

        September, 2016 
Dear Lovers of the Book, 
 
“Now these ( in Berea) were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they re-
ceived the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things were so.”                                                                                 Acts. 17:11 

Books!!! This is the month when schools are in session and students are surrounded by 
books.  Even in this tablet, kindle, computerized age there are still many books.  Some are 
known as text books. And we include among these books- THE BOOK – otherwise known as 
THE BIBLE.  

 In Berea Paul might have used an existing parchment, but mainly he preached, often times 
in the synagogue.  Had there been books available for Paul’s ministry or for that matter the 
ministry of Jesus, would the results have been even more spectacular after Pentecost and 
the growth of the church? 

 We know the value of books and I’ll have to admit that their value increases significantly 
when you no longer have them. These days the Rahn theological library, along with other 
contributions of theological books,  is on its way to Nairobi, Kenya. They will eventually be-
come the library for a Bible School/Seminary being built by the Lutheran Heritage Founda-
tion-Africa and Lutherans In Africa under the supervision of the Rev. James May.  A gracious 
layman in Houston, TX is sponsoring the payment of the container going to Nairobi because 
it will also contain building equipment and tools.  The layman is volunteering two years of 
his time to serve as the project building supervisor.  The container has a St. John connection 
because the books being sent include our discarded copies of Lutheran Worship and the 
NIV Pew Bibles.  The container also has clergy vestments, choir gowns, altar hangings, ban-
ners, and baptismal napkins.  

 Pray for the safe passage of these books and for their eventual God-pleasing use.  And pray 
that the books being used in all of our Christian schools and those being published by the 
LHF result in the  true knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 May all books be used with a Berean-type blessing for many. 

Rev. Robert Rahn 
LHF Founder 
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+Memorials+ 
 

IN MEMORY OF ELDA VOLKENING for St. John Branching Out 

Marian Bujak 

Donna Flynn 

 

IN MEMORY OF PAUL REINKING for St. John Branching Out 

John Lembke 

 

IN MEMORY OF PARENTS – EDWARD & VIOLA LEMBKE - 

for St. John Branching Out 

John Lembke  

 

 
 

 Remember our Shut-Ins 
(Additional information about our Shut-ins is available to Saint John Members  

by contacting the church office.) 

MARIAN BUJAK 
ALMA CHARLES                     
WILLIAM DEMPSEY  
GERRY FRIEDEMAN 
RUTH GUTOWSKI 
KEITH HARRIS 
BILL HERTEL 
GAIL HOLLAND 

SHIRLEY KOLLMORGEN 
AILEEN LIETZ 
MARIE MATHEWS 
HAROLD MAXWELL 
JAMES McINTOSH 
VIRGINIA MELLAR 
JOAN PENNANEN 
DOLORES ROBERT 

RAY SCHILLING 
ROBERT SCHNEIDER 
NANCY SCHULZ 
DELANE SHIVERS 
RUBY SINGEL  
SALLIE WALUNAS 
MILLIE WICHMAN  
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Sept 1 - Dave Wagner, Sharon Witberg  
Sept 2 - Michael Celestini, Marina Morris 
Sept 3 - Christopher Cassell  
Sept 4 - Mary Bushe, Alan Centala, Aileen Lietz, Drew Penn 
Sept 5 - James Crawford, II, Dayna Pinger 
Sept 6 - Jamie Darling, Justin Mick, Marie Morgan, Theresa Morris, Douglas Paulsell 
Sept 7 - Gracie Cairns, Sharon Movsesian, Zachary Rehfus, David Waltz 
Sept 8 - Thomas Harder, Sr., Danielle Lawrence, Jonathan Nalezyty 
Sept 9 - Randy Craft, Douglas Griffith, James Stoetzer 
Sept 10 - Robert Georgevich, Andrew Kryzaniwskyj, Ian Smith 
Sept 11 - Bonnie Feldbush, Noah Wood 
Sept 12 - Sharon Rieck 
Sept 13 - Christine Dantes, Doris Kempf 
Sept 14 - Jodi Johnstone, David Krzewski, Sr., Marian Muehl 
Sept 15 - Matthew Kusch, Kevin Scherer 
Sept 16 - Kimberly Newman 
Sept 17- Jordan Hashley, Beverly Tonn 
Sept 18 - Lola Benning, Phyllis Tokarczyk, Linda Tolstyka 
Sept 19 -Barbara Barresi, Kevin Pastorius, Randall Seefurth 
Sept 20 -Robert Blenkle, Mona Mathews, Richard Ruff, Theodora Spranger 
Sept 21 -Ralph Carnagie, Donna Flynn 
Sept 22 - Julie Alter, Carol Crawford, Carol Grotelueschen, Krystal Hubbard,   
 Kenneth Kutschman, Forest Vanderlip 
Sept 23 - Fred Brandt, Diane Busch, Eric Busch, John Sharp, Lawrence Shore, Sr.,  
 Bradley Smith 
Sept 24 - Jennifer Prouty, Erin Wagner 
Sept 25 - Ashley Klueck, JoAnn Pressel, Carol Seefurth, Windy Winter 
Sept 26 - Greg Winter 
Sept 27 - Mark Huyser, Kristine Saunders, Janet Sharp, Sallie Walunas 
Sept 28 - Kimberlee Hengy, Jonathan Hiddings, Brandon Scharich, Jordan Scharich 
Sept 29 - Dylan Paulsell 
Sept 30 - William Hertel, Eric Jackson, Nancy Shooltz 
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Sunday, September 11, 2016 

12 p.m. - 3 p.m.  
 

PTL invites ALL to join us for an afternoon of fellowship,  

lunch, bounces houses, fun and a concert from Christian 

group “After Blue”.   

 

This is a FREE event and EVERYONE is welcomed!   
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You are invited to a Women’s Conference on October 15, 2016 at St. John Lu-

theran Church in Fraser.  This conference will feature speaker Cindy Bultema 

(www.cindybultema.com)  The program is titled (You)niquely You: Celebrating 

God’s Creativity.  It is based off of Psalm 139: 13-14 “For you formed my inward 

parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it 

very well.” We can allow circumstances in our life to make us better or bitter.  

Our lives begin to be affected in a positive way as we begin to receive and be-

lieve in God’s love and purpose.  For registration information, call 

586.293.0333, see www.stjohnfraser.org, or visit St John Fraser on Facebook.  

(Registration form also on next page) 
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RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE 

FRIDAY, October 21st 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Early Bird 8:00a.m. $1.00 Entrance Fee) 
SATURDAY, October 22nd 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. half price and bag sale 
 
We need everyone’s help to sort and set up!  Your donations, such as: clean clothes, toys, 
household items, books, furniture, tools, sports equipment, and plants are needed.  All do-
nations should be in good condition and working order.  We request that you would please 
pin all matching outfits together. We also need brown paper grocery bags for the sale.  
Lunch will be provided for all workers.  We will give you a tax receipt upon request.   
 
WE DO NOT ACCEPT: LARGE UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, BABY CAR SEATS, COMPUTERS 
AND PRINTERS, TEXT BOOKS AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS.  WE WILL ACCEPT ONLY CABLE 
READY TELEVISIONS THAT ARE UNDER 10 YEARS OLD.  
 
BRING DONATIONS TO THE GYM ON:  
Tuesday, October 18th from 9:00 a.m. -  3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday, October 19th & 20th from 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
SORT AND SET UP: October 19th & 20th from 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Volunteers are needed to make pick-ups, monitor the school hallways, unpack bags, sort, 
and fold clothing, work during the sale and pack up leftovers on Saturday at 1:00 p.m..  
Please sign up on the Rummage Sale sheets in church by the mailboxes.  
 
ATTENTION YOUTH: For those of you interested in earning NOAH, JOY, National Honors 
Society or Community Service hours, this is a great opportunity to earn some extra hours! 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: CALL Marilynn (586) 293-7477 or Heidi (586) 268-2029 
 
Many donations are needed for the Bake Sale held during our Rummage Sale.  We appreci-
ate donations of homemade cakes, cookies, pies, bread, jam, jelly, candy or fudge.  We 
have had many people ask for sugar free baked goods, that diabetic people can eat.  These 
goodies would make our bake sale a huge success!  Please label and price your baked 
goods.  All proceeds from the bake sale go back into the church treasury.  Please bring your 
baked goods to the kitchen on Thursday, October 20th or Friday morning October 21st.   
 
Prior proceeds from the Rummage Sales were used for Church Debt Reduction, electrical 
upgrades, school ovens, refrigerator, ice machine, windows and bleachers, serving carts, 
coffee maker, handicap door opener for church entrance, floor scrubber, kitchen counter 
top, porch repairs, roof repairs, parking lot repairs, and lights, card tables and eight foot 
tables, printer and folding machine for church office, computers for pastors, seminary stu-
dents, church and school entrance mats, and remodeling bathrooms in the basement.   
 

       Marilynn Wright 
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Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 AM 

Monday 7:00 PM 

Adult Bible Class &  Sunday School 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

THE NEWSLETTER OF  

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

16339 Fourteen Mile Road 

Fraser, MI 48026 


