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The Ascension of Our Lord 
May 21, 2020 – ONLINE SERVICE 

 
T Service of Prayer and Preaching T 

Lutheran Service Book, pages 260—267 

 
Prelude  “Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors” – Matthew Machemer 

 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of 

the wicked. 
P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Canticle (Chanted) LSB, page 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
 With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation.  And you will say in 

that day:  “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make known His deeds 
among the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

 The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
 Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; let this be made known in 

all the earth.  Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your 
midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 
 
Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 2:5–15 
 
5The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the 
LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, 
I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the sons of the prophets 
also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted 
to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 9When 
they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken 
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 
10And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from 
you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still 
went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. 
And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My 
father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then 
he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13And he took up the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then 
he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where 
is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted 
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to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 15Now when the sons of the prophets 
who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” 
And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 110 Chanted responsively 
L  1The LORD says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my | right hand,* 
  until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
C 2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty | scepter.* 
  Rule in the midst of your | enemies! 
L  3Your people will offer themselves freely 
 on the day of your power, 
 in holy | garments;* 
  from the womb of the morning, 
  the dew of your youth | will be yours. 
C 4The LORD has sworn 
 and will not | change his mind,* 
  “You are a priest forever 
  after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
L  5The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
  he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
C 6He will execute judgment among the nations, 
 filling them with | corpses;* 
  he will shatter chiefs 
  over the | wide earth. 
L  7He will drink from the brook | by the way;* 
  therefore he will lift | up his head. 
C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Second Reading Acts 1:1–11 
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1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering 
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6So 
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel  Luke 24:44–53 
 

The Paschal Candle, which was lit at the Great Vigil of Easter, is now extinguished.  The light 
burning from this candle during these past 40 days represented our Lord’s presence among His 
disciples following His resurrection.  We now rejoice that He has ascended, for if He goes away 
He will also come again for us.  Alleluia!  Jesus has gone to the Father for us and in the fullness 
of time will come again for us! 

 
44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I 
am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up 
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and 
were continually in the temple blessing God. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Common Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 
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Sermon 

 
Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors LSB 339 
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Thank you to all members who have continued to faithfully drop off or mail their offering 
envelopes, or who have recently signed up for electronic giving. The work of the church and 
school continues and your financial support is necessary and appreciated. If you would like 
more information regarding electronic giving options, please visit our church website. 

 
Prayer of the Church Prayer requests are listed in the Announcements 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Collect for the Word 
 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

http://www.stjohnfraser.org/electronic-giving
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not into temptation, but deliver us from T evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
New Testament Canticle (Chanted) LSB, page 266 
C Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.  Raised from the dead, He will 
never die again.  Death has no more dominion over Him. 

Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all.  Living, He lives to God.  Count your-
selves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 
C Amen. 
 
Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious LSB 495 
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Postlude “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious” – Michael Burkhardt 
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