
Thank God from Whom all Blessings Flow:  This year has gone by quickly and so many things 

have taken place.  Our gracious Lord has blessed us with so many opportunities and gifts during 

the year.  Included here are some school highlights to recognize what has taken place in 2017-

18: 

 

• Summer 2017, the new early childhood play area was built and implemented.  The play 

structure, new drainage, fencing and landscaping were all professionally installed.  The cost of 

$30K was generated from parents working the Comerica Park program sponsored by PTL and 

the recent Walkathon.  Students can be found at the play site during the day with teachers and 

with parents at dismissal time. 

• Summer 2017, 75 new middle grade lockers were professionally installed at a cost of 

$13,700.  The Walkathon monies were applied to this project. 

• New staff for the year:  Mrs. Swazey was assigned to 8th grade.  Mrs. Williamson joins 

the staff and is assigned 5th grade.  Hans Binder, custodian; Laura Meyers and Stacey Garrett, 

SACC and Jeanne Rapley, bookkeeper join the team.   

• Arrangements with Avondale Public School were made to have a shared-time teaching 

program making this the second year the kindergarten class is financially supported by the 

district and state.  Mrs. Topel is considered a 70% public school teacher with the funding 

equation.  Instructional supplies, books and equipment are included as well.  St. John K students 

have received individual iPads for school work and can be stored in the charging cart.  A new 

touch screen unit, teacher workstation, printer and other supplies were procured.  This 

arrangement permits budget relief for St. John Church. 

• Fraser Public School again provided shared-time art and physical education teachers.  

This service permits release time for the 1-4 teachers. 

• New English materials and textbooks were acquired for grades 1-8.  Students in grades 

1-2 use the unique program called Shurley English.  Grades 3-8 use a grammar/writing 

approach.  The teachers have updated the school’s curriculum map on a net-based program 

called Curriculum Trak.  At the end of the year, mathematics, social studies, science and English 

curriculum can be found in this format. 

• This year, two new after-school enrichment classes were started.  “First Robotics” is a 

program that allows a school team to construct and program a robot.  ‘Metallica’ was designed 

and constructed by 12 students in grades 6-8.  The group performed in 2 competitions and 

made the upper 3rd in placement.  Another activity, the Chess Club, was offered as well. 

• In recognition of the 500th anniversary of Reformation, beautiful t-shirts containing 

Luther’s Seal were distributed to students, faculty and staff.  A group of St. John students also 

joined a mass junior choir to perform songs for the worship service held by Michigan District—

LCMS  at MSU’s Breslan Center. 

• Pastor Smith was recognized by the Michigan Association of Non-Public School with the 

Zwer’s Award.  This award acknowledges pastors who had or have made significant 

contributions to Christian education.  Pastor Smith’s work with the Lutheran High School 

Association and St. John’s work was commended. 

• The school transitions over to a new student achievement assessment instrument that is 

technology based and provides student progress monitoring.  North West Evaluation 

Association, NWEA, is being adopted by more schools to provide the student data for adjusting 

learning and instruction. 

• The Google platform was adopted by the school this year.  This permits the sharing of 

documents and the utilization of many other applications.  Mrs. McGrath, takes part of a 

regional professional development program called Tec-21.  She provides demonstrations of 

items learned regarding technology to the faculty. 

• Church and school acquire a new school surveillance camera system for monitoring and 

recording activity around the premises. 

• The children of the school lead the Christmas worship on the theme, “Jesus, Light of the 

World”. 

• The school’s registration process has been moved to online registration for preschool-

8th grade.  This improvement expedites the re-enrollment process.  Mrs. Malesky helped to 

develop and implement this process. 

 



• A variety of activities were held during Lutheran Schools Week, based on the theme, 

“It’s Still All About Jesus”.  This year’s school portrait was done in the shape of the cross in 

commemoration of the 500th Reformation.  PTL and PATS provided support to the activities. a 

“Penny War” was held and $1,708 was collected for the Texas and Florida hurricane relief 

efforts.  Teachers won the volleyball competition with the 8th graders. 

• Open House 2018, was a success.  This year, 14 families and 17 students attended.  All 

the attendees subsequently enrolled in the school.   

• This year’s St. John’s Basketball Camp had 130 campers being aided by 20 adult and high 

school volunteers.  A special thank you goes out to Mr. Monroe and his supporters. 

• The students in grades 5-8 spent the day at Concordia University, Ann Arbor attending 

the regional music festival.  The band, 2 choirs and handbell groups all received the highest 

rating possible in evaluation. 

• The PTL sponsored a parent evening enrichment seminar based on the topic, “Helping 

Children to Persevere”.  The Christian perspective helped to make the topic more pertinent.  

• The St. John Showcase, based on student work on literature, was held in March, 

compared to a time during Lutheran Schools Week.  Preschool-8th grade displays showed 

student research.  This event was coordinated by Mrs. Williamson. 

• The PTL contributed to improvements in the kitchen.  A commercial 2-door freezer and 

a new ice machine unit were purchased with Comerica Park money totaling $6,200. 

• March Reading Month, coordinated by Miss Celmer and Mrs. Grams, engaged classes on 

a variety of activities.  Classes competed for the most AR points in March.  Incentive prizes were 

provided by PTL.  Preschool-2nd gr. participated in a literacy night in which the theme was 

centered on the winter Olympics.  Thrivent provided funds to sponsor this event. 

• St. John Choristers took their annual musical trip to Chicago.  The group performed at 

several schools, including Concordia University, Chicago.  The group was visiting during the St. 

Patrick Day celebrations. 

• Church Extension Fund provided a church and school beautification grant.  The school 

was able to acquire the landscaping for the new playground for $1,200 in the fall.  CEF also 

provided a school grant of $4,425 to be used for school programming.  Some funding was 

directed to the new robotics initiative.  The remaining funding will be earmarked for 2018-19 

year. 

• Preschool students did a community outreach project.  All four preschool classes put 

together 65 care packages which included decorated bags, water, water flavoring, chips and 

snacks.  Two officers from Fraser Public Safety picked up the care packages and then the 

packages were shared with all of the city’s police, firefighters, volunteer firefighters, EMT, and 

dispatchers. 

• The St. John Spring Concert replaced the March Fine Arts Festival.  Students from Y-5 to 

8th provided musical selections to a crowded church.  The event included the bands, choirs and 

handbell groups. 

• St. John students were generous in sharing financial offerings at Wednesday’s services.  

The quarterly mission projects for the year were:  Lutheran Heritage Foundation, LCMS 

Hurricane Relief in Florida and Texas, Hearts for Jesus program to Lutheran Special Education 

Ministries and Hope Seeds. 

• After the 2007 Accreditation visit and recommendation to upgrade the physical 

facilities, the Branching Out, Phase One has officially commenced.  The phase includes church 

renovations which includes the organ rebuilding, heating/cooling fix, and infrastructure.  The 

major portion of the phase is the new construction of 7 new classrooms and spacious library for 

the school.  The new facility required zoning improvements that included a water retention 

basin, 34 new trees, demolition of the youth house and a fire suppression system.  The 

congregation approved taking out a $3.6M loan in April.  Construction will begin the first week 

of June and scheduled for completion in December.   

• The Spring Walkathon goal is $15K, the cost of the mandated trees for the building 

project. 


