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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

As we begin the month of September, I am reminded of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy's words to the Thessalonians: "We 

give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God 

and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 1:2-

3) On the one hand, I personally give thanks to God for all of you - for the opportunity to offer works of faith for the 

Lord's church at St. John through the ministry of Word and Sacrament and for the humbling privilege of sharing with you 

the "labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." Teegen, Hannah, Abigail, and I are truly privileged 

to rejoice with you in the Lord's gifts to His gathered faithful here at Bingen.   

 

On the other hand, I am also reminded of the apostle's words because of the Labor Day holiday that begins the month of 

September. Labor, in itself, is a good thing. And there are at least two kinds of labor. There is the labor of working for our 

daily bread and all that daily bread includes: food, drink, clothing, home, land, animals, and satellite TV. There is also the 

labor of love that is the product of faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

The first kind of labor is work that we must do - "If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat" (2 Thess. 3:10b). Of 

course, we hope and pray that we will find joy in our daily vocations - knowing that we are instruments of the Lord 

Himself to provide for the needs of the world. Still, because of our sin, we also continue to experience the result of 

Adam's Fall: "Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth for you...By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for 

out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return" (Gen. 3:17b-19).  

 

Thanks be to God there is also a second kind of labor - the labor of love and work of faith. Now, this kind of labor cannot 

always or easily be distinguished from the first kind, for often it consists of the very same actions and activities. What 

makes this labor different is why it is done and by whom. As the redeemed people of God, bought at the price of Jesus' 

holy precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, we are freed from the Law that compels, condemns, and 

punishes. Instead, we labor in love and perform the works of faith because we get to and want to, not because we “have 

to” (the attitude of adolescence). 

 

"I am the Vine," Jesus says, "you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing...You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 

give it to you" (John 15:5, 16). And in Ephesians: "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:8-

10). 

 

My prayer for all of you in the month of September is that you would see the opportunities to serve one another, your 

community, and your church not as something you must do, but as something you get to do - not as a work of obligation, 

but as a work of faith - not as a labor of the Law, but as a labor of love. There are certainly plenty of opportunities: your 

personal vocations of father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker; your shared vocations of citizen, Hoosier 

(though some of us Indiana residents may prefer the label "Boilermaker"), and member of St. John Lutheran Church; and 

your eternally significant calling of baptized child of God.  

 

With that in mind, I look forward to seeing you at the St. John Mission Festival (first at church and then in the Grove), to 

receiving with you God's own works of faith in His Divine Service to us each and every Sunday, and to learning more and 

more about the Lord's labor of love during Sunday School and Bible Class - always giving thanks for our life together 

here at Bingen and rejoicing in the steadfastness of hope we have in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

In Christ,  Pastor Brock 



 

Christian Education at St. John 
 

Sunday, September 12 

 

T Mission Festival II T 

T Installation of Sunday School Teachers  

at 8 a.m. Divine Service T 

T Festival in Grove at 12noon T 
 

 

All ages and all classes meet in the Parish Hall, 

every Sunday, for the Sunday School Opening.  

 

 

Children will not be admitted into the school until 

after the opening in the Parish Hall, so please 

bring your children to the Parish Hall (and then 

stay for Bible Class…you might accidentally 

learn something).  

 

In addition to several biblical and churchly 

reasons, this is  

for the children’s safety and security.  
 

 

 



What is Christian Education? 
Christian Education, in short, is Jesus.  Jesus is the focus, "for in him we live and move and have our being." 

(Acts 17:28)  Jesus is the content, for we confess with Paul, "I decided to know nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ and him crucified." (1 Corinthians 2:2) Indeed, the revelation of Jesus is the source, as it is given 

to us today only through Holy Scripture, "and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 

writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:15-17) Christian Education 

imparts knowledge of this Jesus who lived, died, and rose for us and for our salvation, and in so doing, 

Christian Education teaches us about ourselves, our world, and our relationship with God and one another. 

 

Why Christian Education? 
In Holy Baptism, the Lord claimed you as His own child and gave to you new life through the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  Your heavenly Father, the Creator of this world, His beloved Son, the Savior of this world, and 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforting Sanctifier of this world, lovingly commands you as His own child to be 

diligent in your study of the Word, both personally and as a congregation: "This Book of the Law shall not 

depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 

to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:8-9)  So, why Christian Education? First, because the 

Lord commands it, out of His great love for you. 

 

What is more, the Lord has also graciously revealed to us why He commands Christian Education: First, "to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus...equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15, 

17). Second, that Christians may "encourage one another with these words...and build one another up" (1 

Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11).  Third, that you may always be "prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3:15). Jesus, our Good Shepherd, clearly proclaims the 

purpose of God ever since the Fall: "I came that they may have life and have it abundantly." (John 10:10)  The 

goal of Christian Education, the reason why God commands it, is thusly summarized: "That you may have life 

and have it abundantly," or, as Luther puts it in his Small Catechism: "that I may be His own and live under 

Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness." (Explanation to 

Second Article of the Creed)  

 

How is Christian Education offered at Bingen? 
King Solomon wrote in Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 

not depart from it." Mindful of this wisdom from the Lord, Bingen's Christian Education program (described 

below) for the 2018-2019 Church Year will be available to God's children of all ages during the Sunday School 

hour between worship services. 

 

Sunday School for early childhood through 6th grade will be blessed to use CPH's Growing in Christ 

curriculum.  Please make every effort to bring your child to this important Sunday School time, following it up 

with an enjoyable discussion at home about their class and what they are learning, and thus fulfilling the words 

of our Lord in Deuteronomy 6:5-7, 20f.: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You 

shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 

walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise...When your son asks you in time to come, 'What 

is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the Lord our God has commanded you?' 

then you shall say to your son..." 

 

Junior High and Adult Bible Class will continue to work through the revised explanation to Luther’s Small 

Catechism. The explanation to the catechism was revised to coincide with the 500th Anniversary of the 



 

Reformation. For several reasons, the Wyneken-attending 7th and 8th graders (and their parents!) are 

encouraged to attend this Bible Class in the Parish Hall. The other option for 7th and 8th graders is to attend the 

Public School Confirmation Class with Pastor Maronde. Working through the new explanation has been a very 

interesting study, and we pray that it will invite good conversation and helpfully cover the truths of Scripture 

profitable for salvation and enlightening for daily life, "that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will 

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God" (Colossians 1:9-10). 

 

Public/Home School Confirmation Class will be taught by Pastor Maronde during the Bible Class and 

Sunday School hour. Wyneken students in 7th and 8th grade may choose between the Adult Bible Class and 

Public/Home School Confirmation Class. 

 

High School Bible Class will be led by Vicar Armbrecht. He’s a cool customer, so come to his class. Richard’s 

and Indiana Pancake House will still be serving after you’ve been fed with the living bread that comes down 

from heaven. 

 

And finally... 

 

Ask the Pastor! 

Have you ever had a question you wanted to ask about the Christian faith or Lutheran practice?  Have you ever 

said, "I should ask the pastor," but for one reason or another you never have? Well now you can!  "Ask the 

Pastor" continues this fall with our regular bible class schedule.  Here's how it works:  You can find a box in 

the Parish Hall labeled "Ask the Pastor."  You may write down any question(s) you have about Scripture, 

Christian doctrine, Lutheran theology and practice, etc., and place your questions in the box.  I will check this 

box regularly, and, as questions are submitted, I will be able to review the topic and prepare a brief study to 

respond to and discuss the question during the start of a future bible class.  These "Ask the Pastor" studies will 

be offered on the first Sunday of every month. 
 

 

Mission Fest II - 2021 
September 12, 2021 

 

September 12 Plate Offerings and Mission II Labeled Offerings designated to  

"Worship Anew" 
 

Mission Festival in the Grove 
12noon 

 

+ Games for all ages + Inflatables too!  

MENU: Roasted Calf, Potatoes, Water, Lemonade and Root Beer Floats.   

Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share.  

There will be some table seating available. Feel free to bring your own chairs, 

beverages and table service.  

We look forward to sharing a wonderful meal and afternoon  

of fun and fellowship with you. 

 
 



 

About the Special Presentation for Mission Fest II 

Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 
 

WHO WE ARE 

In the spring of 2008, a group of students from Concordia Theological Seminary-Fort Wayne were given the 

opportunity to travel to Lutheran Theological Seminary in Pretoria (Tshwane), South Africa. While visiting, 

they saw firsthand the immense impact that the education at LTS had on Lutheran church bodies throughout 

the entire continent of Africa. Students were brought to LTS from several African countries, educated in the 

Scriptures and Lutheran Confessions, and sent home in order to be ordained as pastors in their own 

communities. Upon seeing the importance of LTS for the future of the confession of the Lutheran Church in 

Africa, these students formed the Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society.  

 

The current role of the Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society is to support and promote confessional Lutheran 

theological education of future pastors and deaconesses at LTS. We act as advocates for the education offered 

at LTS and raise financial aid to support the needs of both residential students and visiting professors. The 

financial needs associated with bringing students to LTS often exceeds what the students and seminary are 

capable of providing. The Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society seeks to bridge that gap so that well-qualified 

men and women may receive a well-rounded education to serve the Lord of the Church as pastors and 

deaconesses. 

 

LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

Lutheran Theological seminary has trained more than a hundred pastors 

over the past decades for service in the Lutheran Church in Southern 

Africa (LCSA). In this time, it has moved from Madola to Salem 

(Mpumalanga) and then to Enhlanhleni (KwaZulu/Natal) before locating 

to Arcadia, a suburb of the national capital, Pretoria (Tshwane), at the end 

of 2000.  Since then, it has consciously also enrolled students from other 

African nations to address the growing need for well-trained pastors 

throughout the continent. The Lutheran Theological Seminary seeks to 

provide confessional Lutheran education and serves to train Christ's followers as pastors, teachers, evangelists, 

missionaries, and deaconesses for faithful service in the Lutheran Church of Africa. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Rev. Jesse Burns 

     Redeemer Lutheran Church - Ventura, IA 

Rev. Roy Axel Coats 

     St. Thomas Lutheran Church - Baltimore, MD 

Rev. Adam DeGroot 

     St. Andrew Lutheran Church - Albuquerque, NM 

Rev. Christopher Maronde 

   St. John Lutheran Church - Decatur, IN 

Rev. Anthony Oliphant 

     Redeemer Lutheran Church - Elmhurst, IL 

Rev. Stephen Preus 

     Trinity Lutheran Church - Vinton, IA 

Rev. Samuel Wirgau 

     Immanuel Lutheran Church - Harold, TX 
 

 

 



 

 

Dear friends in Christ: 

 

What we say matters, even when we try to convince ourselves otherwise. “Talk is cheap,” we say, forgetting 

that an encouraging word can brighten someone’s day. “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will 

never hurt me,” we hear, even though we know how one comment can crush even the strongest among us. 

Words build up and tear down, hurt and heal. Words can drastically change the course of our lives in an 

instant. Thus, even for unbelievers, it is better to be “quick to hear, slow to speak.” (James 1:19) As Christians, 

sons of the God who spoke the world into existence, we pay even more consideration to what we say. We are 

saved by the Word spoken and heard, a Word that promises and gives us life each day. This Word is put in our 

mouths in the gift of the liturgy, speaking as God has spoken to us. The Word of God gives us life and breath 

to speak gladly of God’s love to everyone we meet. As the psalmist teaches, “O Lord, open my lips, and my 

mouth will declare your praise.” (Psalm 51:17) Christians sound different from those who are in the world 

since our lips have been created, redeemed, and sanctified by the Holy Trinity. How then do Christians speak?  

 

Christians begin as people who use their words to confess, first to God and then to one another. “If we say we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) We are open and clear about our 

sinful condition, speaking truthfully to the God who knows the sin and shame coming from our sinful hearts. 

When we speak in this way, we speak with the knowledge and assurance that God forgives us for the sake of 

His crucified and risen Son. When we confess our faith, most commonly done in reciting the Creeds, we tell 

each other and the world what God has done for us in Christ, our salvation. When we confess the Apostle’s 

Creed, when we sing (or speak) hymns that testify to God’s work for us, when we pray together for the Lord’s 

mercy, we say who our God is, what He does for us, and what He wants for the whole world. This confession 

is not only for us, but also for the world, both to know the God in Whom we believe and to invite them to 

receive His glorious gifts with us as well.  

 

Christian speech, then, doesn’t stop in the sanctuary. It continues into the rest of our lives, as fathers, mothers, 

sons, daughters, workers, students, and so on. What and how we speak matters, for we have the words of 

eternal life, the Word that is Jesus Himself. We speak of Him to those who are called by His Name and to 

those who run from His call. It doesn’t mean that we have to say a lot, it doesn’t mean that we must talk to 

every single person we see to bring God’s Word to them. No, God placed us within families and gave us 

friends, so we begin speaking of Jesus in those relationships, with those who trust us and those who have been 

entrusted to us. We speak to bring life into the darkness of sin by words of forgiveness and love. We speak to 

teach and build up as we grow up into Christ, our Head, and all that He has given us in His Holy Word. We are 

not afraid to talk of these things but speak boldly, knowing that the Lord has opened our lips and as Christians, 

“we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20) 

 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

   Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

   Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

   May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

   Alleluias without end! (LSB 578:5) 

 

In Christ, 

Vicar Armbrecht 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events 
 

 

Middle School Youth Events  
 

Sunday, September 19; 2-5 p.m. – All-Youth Gathering at Selkings’ Pond 
All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to Emily and Evan (Nate and Joy) Selkings’ pond for an afternoon of fellowship 

and food. Swimming, fishing, paddle-boating, and a variety of outdoor activities will be enjoyed. Address is 2633 W. 

1100 N.; Decatur, IN 46733. 
 

 

High School Youth Activities 
 

Sunday, September 5 – Labor Day Weekend – No Youth Event 
 

Sunday, September 12; 5-9 p.m. – Wyneken House 
The Friends of Wyneken are hosting a picnic for the area high school youth on Sunday, September 12, from 5:00–9:00 

p.m. There will be a bonfire, food, drinks, yard games, and perhaps a few competitions between the youth of the 

different churches. We'll also offer the opportunity to tour the house and learn a bit about Pastor Wyneken and his 

work in the area. The house is located at 11730 NW Winchester Rd., Decatur, IN. Other than the optional tours of the 

Wyneken House, everything will be outdoors—either out in the lawn or under tents. 

 

Sunday, September 19; 2-5 p.m. – All-Youth Gathering at Selkings’ Pond 
All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to Emily and Evan (Nate and Joy) Selkings’ pond for an afternoon of fellowship 

and food. Swimming, fishing, paddle-boating, and a variety of outdoor activities will be enjoyed.  Address is 2633 W. 

1100 N.; Decatur, IN 46733. 
 

Sunday, September 26; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Bonfire and Gathering at Parsonage #1 
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
On Mission Fest Sunday during the Bible Class 

hour, Pastor Brock will offer a report on his most 

recent trip to Tanzania. After that, he will offer a 

brief "commercial" for what Bingen's Tanzania trip 

might look like next year. Then, on Thursday, 

September 23 at 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Pastor 

will offer a more detailed presentation about 

Bingen's Tanzania trip for those who desire more 

information. All are welcome to this presentation, 

whether seriously considering participating or 

simply curious. The tentative dates for Bingen's 

trip are July 7-17, 2022. If you are seriously 

considering participating but cannot make the 

informational meeting, please let Pastor know, and 

he will establish a separate time to meet with you. 

Karibuni wote! (Welcome all!) 

 
By the way, that’s Veronica =>  

(She’s kind of the best. Come hear more about her) 
 



T Christian Stewardship T 
 

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful reminder, 

by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:  
 

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given you 

by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him 

anything that was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for God or 

giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and saying, 

‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the 

child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the good 

on the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that 

real life begins. (128–129).” 
 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns everything, 

and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we have in this life (Deut. 

8:17–18) but also all that we are in this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  
 

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it 

according to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom 

much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more” 

(Luke 12:48b). And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 

over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).  
 

We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On 

account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the 

sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty 

that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into 

the service of His church and to His glory.  
 

 

60+ Luncheon – We are meeting at West End Restaurant on the Second Monday of the month at 11:30 a.m. See you 

on September 13th. 
 

Cancer Pads - Next sewing date:  Tuesday, September 21st from 8 – 11 a.m. Contact person is Marilyn Kiess. 
 

Ladies Guild – Tuesday, September 14, 2021 – 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall – All ladies welcome to join us.  

Hymn: “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” LSB 421 

Roll Call: Your fulfillment in life’s journey 

Program: Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana 

 

Adult Choir Do you have the gift of singing or love to sing?  

Join us Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. for choir rehearsal - beginning September 8th.  We will rehearse in the church balcony.  

This is a wonderful way to praise our Lord! If you have more questions, please feel free to contact Jessica Gavrun 260-547-

0002 or jgavrun@wyneken.org. 
 

Youth Choir We will begin rehearsals on Monday, September 20th at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Balcony. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact Jessica Gavrun 260-547-0002 or jgavrun@wyneken.org 
 

Handbells We need a few ringers to fill some empty spots. You are invited to come join us on Monday evenings 

starting September 20th at 7 p.m. in the church balcony.  Come and enjoy a time of praising the Lord in bell ringing! 

Please contact our director, Andy Gavrun 260-547-0002 or principal@wyneken.org with any questions or interest. 

 

Community Events: 
 

St. Paul (Preble) Ladies Aid Autumn Gently Used and Bake Sale will take place on Friday, September 17th (8 

a.m. – 4 p.m.) and Saturday the 18th (8 a.m. – 11 a.m.). Saturday is $2 a bag. We are located on the corner of 750 N and 

450 W in Adams County. 
 

 

mailto:547-0002
mailto:547-0002
mailto:jgavrun@wyneken.org
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Friedheim Church Dinner with accompanying Craft Sale, on Sunday, 

September 19, 2021.  The dinner will be held at their new, Family Life Center, located behind the church building at 

10653 North 550 West, Decatur, Indiana. Menu will include chicken halves, cheesy potatoes, green beans and desserts.  

The meal will be served from 10:00am through 1:00pm, with dine-in and drive-thru service. Free-Will donations will be 

accepted that day, and proceeds will go towards the Family Life Center Fund. 
 

The Friends of Wyneken will be hosting its eighth annual beer and wine tasting Saturday, September 11, from 

6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Doors open at 5:30. The event will feature drinking, dining, and socializing, and will be held outside 

under tents behind the Wyneken House. There will also be a silent auction from 6:00–8:00 p.m. and a cash bar. Tickets 

are $25 in advance or $30 at the door, with a maximum of 150 tickets for sale. You must be 21 to attend. For more 

information or to purchase tickets, call or text Tina at (260) 437-0420 or send an email to 

friendsofwyneken1858@gmail.com  Checks can be made out to "Friends of Wyneken" and addressed to 11730 NW 

Winchester Rd., Decatur, IN 46733. 

 
 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
   5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

    Phone: (260)471-5683  Toll-Free: (888)286-8002  

 WorshipAnew.org  /  info@WorshipAnew.org 

        

September 2021 
 

September 5, 2021 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:4-7a; Mark 7:31-37 

“All Things Well” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:31-37 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  
 

Isaiah foretold of the Messiah who would perform many miraculous signs and wonders. Those signs and wonders were 

performed by Jesus. These actions clearly identify Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the world.  
 

September 12, 2021 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 116:1-9; Isaiah 50:4-10; Mark 9:14-29 

“I Believe…Help!” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:14-29 - Rev. William Mueller 
 

How well prepared are we to handle the moments of crisis in faith? What are we going to do when prayers aren’t 

answered? What are we going to do when we realize there is a depth requirement to our faith, and we appear to be 

coming up rather shallow? There is good news for us in this account of an exasperated Father and an ever-compassionate 

Savior! 
 

September 19, 2021 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost   
 

Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37 

“Driven by Fear or Faith?” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:35-37 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer  
 

What animates your life – fear or faith? Jesus’ disciples attempt to overcome their fear by seeking temporal greatness. 

Jesus shows them a better way, His way, a way that leads to a life that never ends. 
 

 

September 26, 2021 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
 

Psalm 104:27-34; James 5:13-18; Mark 9:42-50 

“Powerful Prayer” - Sermon Text: James 5:13-18 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier 
 

Do you sometimes think that your praying is useless? Wrong! The prayer of a believer is powerful. God always hears and 

answers that prayer, and in the best possible way. 
 

 

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY: 
        

 7:00 a.m.   EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]   
 

 

“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - www.worshipanew.org 
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September            Baptismal Birthdays 

 

 

Matthew Abdon 

Matthew Allmandinger 

Hayden Amstein 

Braden Anderson 

Carissa Anderson 

Evelyn Aumann 

Lukas Bakle 

Dale Boenker 

Machelle Bradbury 

Teegen Brock 

Drake Bryan 

Finnley Bryan 

Keith Bultemeier 

Audra Butler 

Janae Butler 

Hayden DeBolt 

Kyle Emenhiser 

Lea Ann Fifer 

Daniel Fuhrmann 

Eric Fuhrmann 

Luke Fuhrmann 

Vickie Gallmeyer 

Ariana Gebhart 

Kelly Gilreath 

Sandra Gilreath 

Kelly Goble 

   Kelsey Grillot 

Jorae Hall 

Isabel Hammond 

Natalie Hammond 

Daryn Harmeyer 

Casey Holt 

Jeffery Holtzclaw III 

Jesse Howard 

Shirley Jacobs 

Rick Johnson 

Sean Johnson 

Sue Kummer 

Denise Kunkel 

Elijah Laurent 

Ryne Lehrman 

Chloe Livensparger 

Cynthia Macke 

Hailey Macke 

Jill McBride 

Robert Melcher 

Katie Mere 

Katelyn Money 

Brooklyn Muldoon 

Camille Oetting 

Douglas Oetting 

Leah Oetting 

Raelee Oetting 

Alexander Rogers 

Amaya Rogers 

Ellyanna Rogers 

Nolan Rogers 

Ryan Scherer 

Kori Scheumann 

Michael Scheumann 

Mick Scheumann 

Sue Schieferstein 

James Schlemmer 

Adalynn Schreiber 

Brantley Schreiber 

Aaron Schwartz 

Jonathan Schwartz 

Phoenix Schwartz 

Aaron Selking 

Clayton Selking 

Jonathan Snyder 

Benjamin Sprague 

Grant Sprague 

Ryan Sprague 

Brian Strahm 

Owen Whalen 

Jonathan Zwick 

Laurel Zwick 

 
September Wedding Anniversaries 
 

 

 

9/1 Kevin & Tracy Brown 

9/3 Todd & JoAnn McBride 

9/5 Dale & Judith Scherer 

9/9 Casey & Maybelle Holt 

9/9 Kenton & Linda Kleine 

9/13 Jerod & Aimee Rogers 

9/18 Royce & Machelle Bradbury 

9/18 Randal & Darlene Lepper 

9/18     Kent & Audrey Strahm 

9/22 Brian & Emily Lautzenheiser 

9/23 Tony & Kelly Harris 

9/24 Matthew & Marissa Feipel 

9/24     Corbin & Teri Scheumann 

9/25 Paul & Diana Fuelling 

9/25 Don & Virginia Gallmeyer 

9/28 Matt & Hyun Ju Bixler 

9/28 Jim & Nancy Hall 

9/28 Richard & Donna Scheumann
 

 

 

 
We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have left you out, 

please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special dates.  We invite you to forward 

your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the office continually reviews our membership 

household information, we will make requests of this type of info so that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please 

feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 



 

 

 



 
 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 
September 2021 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School. Each month, we will introduce to you our students 
enrolled in Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten – 8th grades. This month we begin with our 4th grade class. Teacher is Mrs. 
Julie Smith. 
  Students   Parent    Cong 
  Jett Beaulieu   Justin/Jenny Beaulieu  (B) 
  Jonathan Borne   Micah/Amanda Borne  (P) 
  Drake Bryan   Daniel/Myranda Bryan  (B) 
  Mae Lichtle   Marc/Angela Lichtle  (F) 
  Canaan Loshe   Amanda Murdock/Derek Loshe (B) 
  Dylan McBride   Shane/Erika McBride  (B) 
  Raelee Oetting   Carey/Camille Oetting  (B) 
  Myla Schieferstein  Mark/Jennifer Schieferstein (B) 
  Adalynn Schreiber  Andy/Brittany Schreiber  (B) 
  Arianna Snyder   Marceia McDonough  (B) 
  Andrew Yeager   Pastor Andrew/Heather Yeager (P)   

 
Grade 4 News 
The 4th graders have been off to a great start this year.  We have started the year by conducting labs in science over 

sound, working in small groups in reading, as well as reviewing what is needed for a complete sentence.  They also 

began learning about Indiana in social studies.  They will have their first field trip in September to Swiss Heritage 

where they will learn about what life was like in Indiana during the 1800s and early 1900s.   We are so blessed to 

be in a school where each day we are able to learn of God's love for us.  Thank you for your continued support and 

prayers this school year.       In Christ, Mrs. Julie Smith 

 
Birthday Greetings    
Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to our Wyneken family members celebrating birthdays in September: Brogan 
Hudson, Wyatt Lichtle, Mack Brite, Hudson Hoffman, Addyson Lengerich, Xadrian Brune, Callen Knipstein, Evan Franz, 
Levi Adams, Kade Cutler, Jett Johnson, Jasmine Clemons. 
 

Scrip    
Scrip is a PTL (Parent Teacher League) ongoing fundraiser. This program is able to benefit your children every day at school in one 
area or another. It is simple to participate in and YOU have the opportunity to help decide where the money is able to benefit the 
school. Remember to purchase Scrip to use for all your back-to-school needs. Contact a Scrip representative (Teegen Brock, St. 
John-Bingen; Cheryl Lengerich, Zion-Friedheim; Jennifer Faurote, St. Paul-Preble) and is available in the school office Monday-Friday 
8am-3pm.  
 

Chapel Offerings   
Our first quarter offerings are for the Pack-Away-Hunger campaign held each spring at Wyneken. Your child’s offerings will be used 
to help pack 60,000+ meals to benefit others in their communities. It cost just 30¢ to pack a meal for a family. Seventy-five percent 
of the meals packed will remain in Adams, Wells and Allen counties. The remaining twenty-five percent will be distributed to other 
countries through an international partner network. 
 

Delays and Closings 
Wyneken Lutheran School will be announced for all delays and closings. We do not announce under North Adams Community 
Schools. Weather delays/closings are reported on most area radio and TV channels.  You can also check on our school website, 
www.wyneken.org, and our Facebook page for information. You are encouraged to sign up for our text reminders – as notifications 
are also sent thru the text alerts.  To receive messages via text, text @wynparents to 81010.    
All after school activities, including any sports games/practices, are canceled when school is canceled. Check our website page at 
www.wyneken.org or our school Facebook page for information. 
 

Wyneken Rewards Programs   
Wyneken participates in the following rewards programs:  BoxTops for Education, No more clipping-No more sending Box Tops to 
school. All you need is your cell phone-download the Box Tops App to your phone, shop as you normally do, then simply scan your 
store receipts. The app will automatically credit our school earnings online. Kroger Community Rewards, Enroll online to link your 
Kroger Plus card and earn money every time you shop.  
 

Visits to School   
All visitors, including parents, must check in at the office. If a parent or other adult is dropping off an item for a student (homework, 
lunch, clothing/shoes, birthday treat, etc) it is to be left in the school office and will be delivered by school personnel to the 
student.  Birthday treats, flowers/balloons are to be left at the office and will be delivered to the student at the last class period of 
the day.  The parent/adult is not permitted to go directly to the classroom to deliver any items or talk to a student. 
 

http://www.wyneken.org/
http://www.wyneken.org/


 
 
Parent-Teacher League (PTL) 
The PTL of Wyneken meets just four times a year with all meetings starting at 6:30pm. This school years meeting dates are Monday, 
September 13- this meeting is a Meet & Greet of our new families with planning activities for the year;   Monday, November 
1@6:30pm;   Monday, February 7@6:30pm ;   Monday, April 4@6:30pm. We use this time to discuss programs, topics of interest, 
and activities that are relevant and important to the function and purpose of our school. The PTL is also in charge of fundraisers and 
special events for our school. The income from these fundraisers goes directly to the support various aspects of our school. Please 
plan to attend these meetings and share your ideas and thoughts!  The PTL program could not be successful without the many 
volunteers from our Wyneken families.  
 
Teacher Subs – Aide Subs – Kitchen Subs & Custodian Subs Needed:  If you are interested in being able to serve as a teacher sub, 
an aide sub and/or kitchen sub or custodian sub, please call the school office at 260-639-6177 for information and to get an 
application. All applicants for the teacher sub position must have a valid sub teaching license with the state of Indiana. All 
applicants will also have to complete an Expanded Criminal Background Check. 
 
Weekly Menus, School Calendar, School Information, School COVID Plan, SCRIP order form, Athletic Calendar can be found on our 
Wyneken website at www.wyneken.org. Find the correct tab or link and click to open. You can also find us on Facebook. 
 

2021-2022 School Year Theme 
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 

1 John 4:11 
 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration or its educational 

policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered programs. 

 
 

Wyneken School Board Minutes 
July 6, 2021 

Approved 08/12/2021 
 

Members present: Andrew Gavrun, Pastor Yeager, David Sprague, Brian Bulmahn, Adam Sielschott, Todd Kolter, 
Eric Vogel, Greg Selking  
 

Members absent: Micah Borne, Joey Gorman, Aaron Scheumann, Mrs. Cornett  
 

Guests: Brad Melcher, Mrs. Franz  
 I. OPENING DEVOTIONS:  

A. Meeting opened at 7:00 pm with devotions by Pastor Yeager  
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

A. MSC- To approve June 3rd meeting minutes as presented  
B. MSC- To approve June 10th meeting minutes as presented  

 
III. TREASURER’S REPORT FOR JUNE:  

A. Treasurer reported that audits are ongoing  
 

IV. NEW ITEMS:  
A. Childcare report:  

1. New toddler and preschool children starting on July 19th  

2. There is a need for 2-3 more employees  
B. Tracking software is available from ProCare Solutions  

1. Cost of $79.00 per month  

2. Tracking of employee hours  

3. Billing multiple rates  

4. Keeps immunization records  

5. Can utilize QR coding for check in and check out  

6. Tracks payments and deposits  
a. MSC- to purchase ProCare Software  

C. Review childcare handbook changes adopted in previous meetings  
1. MSC- to approve the handbook pending these changes  

 
 
 
 

http://www.wyneken.org/


 
 
D. Registration Day  

1. August 5th, 2021  
a. 9 am – 11:30 am  

b. 4 pm – 7:30 pm  
E. School board training session  

1. August 24th 7pm  
F. Annual Report  

1. Review rewording of salary schedule  
a. MSC- to accept wording on #3 first sentence only  

2. Substitute rates updated  
a. Teacher $45 for half day / $85 for full day  

b. Secretary $40 for half day / $80 for full day  

c. Custodian $80 for full day  

d. Aide $9.25/hour  

e. Kitchen $9.25/hour  
f. MSC- to accept compensation as listed  

G. Other New Business  
1. Review of email votes  

a. June 30th – Social Studies books purchase approved from account 681  
b. June 18th – Generator purchase for kitchen approved from kitchen fund  
c. June 15th – Teachers conference deposit approved from the teacher education  
account  

2. Accreditation  
a. Site visit planned for the upcoming school year  

 
V. Update Items  

A. Association Meeting – August 2nd, 2021  
B. Audits scheduled for July 12th and 13th  

C. Signage  
1. Deposit made for 50% of the cost of the new sign  

2. 6-8 weeks to install  
D. COVID-19 update  

1. New proposed plan was presented  
i. MSC- to accept plan as presented  

E. Staffing  
1. Kindergarten teacher position  

i. The Personnel Committee recommends offering Mrs. Carolyn Voshell a 2-year 
 non-tenured call for the position  

a. MSC- to offer Mrs. Voshell the position  
2. Aide position  

i. The Personnel Committee recommends offering the position to Mrs. Carrie  
Fuhrmann  

a. MSC- to offer the aide position to Mrs. Fuhrmann  
 

VI. REPORTS:  
A. Principal’s Report  

1. Thank you to the school board members for their faithful service  
2. Back to school registration will be August 5th from 9-11:30am and 4-7:30pm  
3. The first day of school for K-8th grade will be August 11th. Pre-K will start on August 16th  

and Pre-School on August 18th.  
4. A school kitchen cleaning date has been set for Sunday, August 8 at 5pm.  
5. Playground mulch will be delivered July 19th.  
6. Kevin Selking has completed the flooring in the office area.  
7. Flooring One has completed the floor waxing.  
8. Soccer coach, Kathy Palacios has been holding open field time for those participating in  
varsity soccer at Wyneken  
9. Volleyball coach, Lisa Hormann is holding open gym time on Tuesdays and Thursdays in  
July from 4:30-6pm. This is open to any Wyneken 4th-8th graders interested in playing  
volleyball this fall.  

 
 



 
 

10. We are still seeking a JV boys’ soccer coach. Those with interest should contact Greg  
Louis at 260-450-2923 or wyneken.ad@gmail.com for more information.  
11. New k-2 reading textbooks have arrived.  
12. The 2021-2022 School theme is based on 1 John 4:11 – “beloved, if God so loved us,  
we also ought to love one another.”  
13. An invitation to begin attending board meetings has been extended to our new board  
members.  

B. Teacher’s Report  
1. The teachers are looking forward to the beginning of the new school year.  

C. Hot lunch Report  
1. Generator is ordered.  

2. There is $43,516.39 in the hot lunch account.  

3. The government lunch plan will continue this year.  
D. Maintenance Report  

1. Water heater will be replaced as previously discussed  

2. A/C unit will be replaced as discussed earlier  

3. Some exterior brick is in need of repair by vestibule  
E. Budget & Policy Committee  

1. Update salaries  
F. Personnel Committee  

1. Nothing to report  
G. Salary Committee  

1. Nothing to report  
H. Public Relations Committee  

1. There may be some grants available from The Lutheran Foundation  
I. Other Reports  

1. No other reports  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT:  
A. The Meeting was adjourned at 8:53pm with the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Yeager and went 

into closed session  

B. Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 7:00pm  
 

VIII. CLOSED SESSION:  
A. The Board went into closed session to further discuss daycare.  

B. Closed session was adjourned at 9:28 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
David Sprauge / Micah Borne 


