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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Warm greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord! I hope this summer has found 

you well and enjoying the many gifts and blessings of God's creation. I also pray that you continually find joy 

and refreshment in "the one thing needful" - the forgiving gifts of Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament. These 

precious treasures of our Savior's death and resurrection are the "medicine of immortality" that heals all ills, 

mends what is broken, and provides peace that surpasses all human understanding. 
 

Indeed, a new understanding is what the Lord gives us by our Baptism into Christ's death and resurrection. The 

apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Colossians: "If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory" (Colossians 3:1-4). 
 

This is the heavenly perspective God grants us by faith for Christ's sake, and as the Lord sets our minds on 

things that are above, we begin to see the things that are below in a new way. Our faith-filled work and honest 

labor, for example, are holy and sacred - the means by which the Lord grants goods to others.  And those 

others whom the Lord has placed into our lives - they are all people for whom our Lord laid down His life - 

people we are free to love and forgive. Even the trials and struggles of life can be faced with a new perspective 

by God's grace. For, as Synod President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison once remarked, when the end-game is 

certain, then the penultimate (what is second-to-last) is no longer so deadly serious. 
 

As St. Paul notes so well in his letter to the Colossians, we live in response to what the Lord has done for us. 

That is true freedom for all of life and from all those things that would worry us. While fallen humankind 

frantically tries to justify its own existence and worth, baptismal faith lives a life of love in response to that 

which is not earned or merited, but received. With our future secure in Jesus' death and resurrection, we need 

no longer live in an unrelenting pursuit of personal gain. Rather, we have true and lasting worth and riches in 

Christ, and when life's goal is received as a gift, we suddenly find ourselves with a lot of free time on our 

hands. However shall we fill it? 
 

We get to answer that question every day of our life. Since baptized believers need not lift a finger in order to 

save themselves, that finger is free to be lifted instead in service to another. Thus the Christian life is not a lazy 

one, as St. Paul makes plain in II Thess. 3:6-16. Nor is the Christian life a perfect one, for "if we say we have 

no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:8-9).  We always live, therefore, from 

the forgiveness of sins, in response to God's saving gifts to us in Christ. Thus I rejoice in our life together here 

at St. John, and I pray that you rejoice in it as well. We are all united in our neediness before God, and we are 

also united in our loving response to His salvation. 
  

Where charity and love prevail 

There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ's love 

By love are we thus bound. 
 

Forgive we now each other's faults 

As we our faults confess, 

And let us love each other well 

In Christian holiness.

Let us recall that in our midst 

Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

We are in Him made one. 

(LSB 845) 



 

The Lord has blessed us with a congregation full of caring, gifted, and faithful members. You are one of them! 

So while we may be tempted to wring our hands in worry in these strange times and in the face of an 

unpredictable future, let us instead give thanks to God for this opportunity for our congregation to come even 

more closely together, identifying the needs of the Lord’s church in this place and joyfully participating in our 

life together according to the gifts the Lord has given us. To that end, I lovingly exhort you in the name of our 

Savior, to consider how the Lord has blessed you – with a special interest or ability, with time or opportunity, 

with financial gifts that exceed your basic needs – and then consider:  
 

How might the Lord be calling me to invest these gifts for the good of His church here at Bingen?    
 

Knowing that moth and rust destroy the treasures and toys of this earth, how might I use these gifts to lay 

up the treasurers of heaven? 
 

Though I have never considered or embraced this opportunity before, where might I try volunteering my 

service?  
 

Above all, be sure that you are regularly receiving the Lord’s Divine Service to you in Word and Sacrament. 

Through these means of His grace, the Lord grants calm in the midst of chaos, patience in place of panic, and 

faithfulness instead of fanatical frenzy. His forgiveness, given to you through Baptism, Absolution, 

Communion, and the Word preached, is the one thing needful. Without first receiving, there can be no 

responding. So come to God’s house. Receive the gifts of your Savior’s death. And then depart in peace to live 

and to love and to serve.  
 

In an effort to serve you and your consideration of the questions noted above, a lot of important information 

follows, so… 
 

…please read this newsletter carefully. 
 

It contains a lot of information important to our life together here at Bingen. 
 

In Christ, Pastor 
 

 

 

 

Christian Education Sunday – August 15 at 8 & 9:30 Services 
 

 

Sunday, August 15 is Christian Education Sunday here at St. John. As in years past, we will bless and distribute 

bibles, hymnals and catechisms at both services. Kindergarteners will receive a Student Bible and Luther’s 

Small Catechism, third-graders will receive a Lutheran Service Book (hymnal), and sixth-graders will receive a 

Lutheran Study Bible. Please relay this information to everyone you know who has children. These texts are 

used at school and confirmation classes, so every student is required to have them. Come and receive them as a 

gift from your church!!!  
 

 

Confirmation Organizational Meeting – Sunday, August 15 at 10:45 a.m. in Parish Hall 
 

 

All 7th and 8th grade students and parents should plan to attend this year's Confirmation Organizational Meeting 

on Sunday, August 15 at 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall. The meeting should last no more than 30 minutes and 

important information will be shared about both Wyneken confirmation instruction and Public/Home School 

confirmation instruction. If you are not able to attend, please contact Pastor Brock before August 15th. Again, 

please relay this information to anyone you know who has a child going into the 7th or 8th grade. 
 



 

 

Early-Bird Bible Class – Tuesday, August 17th at 6 a.m. in Parish Hall 
 

The Early-Bird Bible Class will resume on Tuesday, August 17th at 6 a.m. in the Parish Hall. We will continue 

our study of the Large Catechism.  
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
 

Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall we study the Readings for the upcoming Sunday. 
 

 

Calling All Sunday School Teachers! 
 

We need Sunday School teachers (both women AND MEN!!!).  If you are interested, please contact 

PastorBrock@gmail.com / 260-301-1640. We hope to have enough interested in serving our young people that 

each Sunday School teacher will only be asked to serve part of the year, thus allowing our teachers to 

participate in the Adult Bible class as well.  "Teacher-friendly" classroom materials will be provided for you, 

and a Sunday School Organizational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 22 at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Parish Hall. Please consider this opportunity to serve the Lord and His church. No experience necessary; all 

questions and concerns will be addressed at the organizational meeting and as they arise throughout the year.  

We promise to serve you as you serve our young members! 

 

 

As you prepare for this year's Christian Education opportunities, ask the Lord to send His Holy Spirit 

into your heart that you may learn earnestly to pray Psalm 86:11: "Teach me your way, O Lord, that 

I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name." See you in Bible Class! 

 

 
 

 

 

60+ Luncheon – We are meeting at West End Restaurant on the Second Monday of the month 

at 11:30 a.m. See you on August 9th. 
 

 

Stitching Cancer Pads - Next sewing date:  Tuesday, August 24h from 8 – 11 a.m. This is a week later due to the 

guild tour at Sweetwater on the 17th. Contact person is Marilyn Kiess. 

 

Ladies Guild Sweetwater Tour – On Tuesday, August 17th we plan to leave the parking lot at 8:30 a.m. 

and head up to Sweetwater where we will take a tour, have lunch (on your own), and do some browsing. It is 

limited to 20 people so please RSVP to Marilyn Kiess (260) 724-3348 or (260) 413-7711 ASAP so the 

logistics can be figured out or if you have any questions.       
 

 
Mission Festival in the Grove  
 

Mark your calendars now, and invite friends, family and neighbors to join us for the annual Mission Festival 

Picnic in the grove on September 12 at 12:00 p.m.  We plan to serve roasted calf, potatoes, water, lemonade 

and root beer floats.  Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share.  There will be some table seating 

available.   Feel free to bring your own chairs, beverages and table service.  We will also have inflatables for 

kids of all ages.   We look forward to sharing a wonderful meal and afternoon of fun and fellowship with you. 
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Dear friends in Christ: 

 

Hello! I am the new vicar here at St. John Bingen, Isaiah Armbrecht. My wife Audrey and I are thrilled to be 

with you for a year, as she attends Manchester University Pharmacy School in Ft. Wayne and I serve under Prs. 

Brock and Maronde, learning wisdom and care as part of the training to be a pastor in the Lord’s Church. A 

vicar, as you might know already, is a man who has completed two years of seminary and spends a year in a 

congregation to learning about the day-to-day life and work of the Office of the Holy Ministry. I attend 

meetings, visits, and other opportunities that arise during the week with the pastors, as well as preaching and 

teaching regularly. I am also working with the Geneva Lutheran Mission, speaking and teaching God’s Word to 

those who have been forgotten by the world and other churches and hoping/beginning to plant a church for the 

saints in Geneva. 

 

Throughout August, the lectionary’s Epistle readings come from the second half of Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians. Paul teaches about the Body of Christ, the Church, who has Christ as her Head. This Body is one: 

one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all (4:4-6). To His Body Christ 

gave pastors, who build us up into the Body of Christ. Christ protects His Body from the attacks of false 

teaching and holds the Body together with His love that shapes how we love the other members of the Body 

(4:11-16). In this Body, there is truth and not falsehood, light and not darkness (4:25, 5:7-14). As members of 

one Body, we speak to one another to build each other up, seeking their interests instead of our own (4:24, 29).  

 

All this talk about the Body then flows into a famous passage in Ephesians, where Paul teaches us how Christ 

relates to the Church, His Body, with husbands and wives following that same sacrificial and submissive pattern 

within Christian marriage (5:22-33). Christ sacrificed His Body on the cross to make His Body, the Church, 

pure and holy. What a mystery, that by Christ’s death, He prepares His Body for us! He cleanses us and brings 

us into His Body “by the washing of water with the word (v. 26),” that is, Holy Baptism. Our Lord serves and 

sacrifices for His Body. He doesn’t hate His Body but cares for and cherishes her. Therefore, since we are 

members of His Body, we know that Jesus will always work to keep us in His Body, feeding us with His Body 

and Blood to forgive and strengthen us (5:29-30). 

 

Jesus brought us into His Body through the simple means of Baptism and keeps us in His Body by His Word 

and Supper. While we live on this earth, Christ calls us, as members of His crucified and risen Body, to imitate 

Him, to “walk in love, as [He] loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God 

(5:1-2).” Thanks be to God that He gave us His Son so that we might become members of His Body!  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s head, 

    You are her one foundation; 

In You she trusts, before You bows, 

    And waits for Your salvation. 

Built on this rock secure, 

Your Church shall endure 

    Though all the world decay 

    And all things pass away. 

O hear, O hear us, Jesus! (LSB 647:1) 

 

In Christ, Vicar Armbrecht 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

August Youth Events 
 
 

 

Middle School Youth Event  
 

Sunday, August 15; 12noon – Annual All-Youth Back-

to-School Bash at Pine Lake 
The current plan for the Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake Waterpark is 

to meet in the St. John, Bingen parking lot at 12noon on Sunday, August 

18 and carpool to Berne. The cost for youth is $5. Chaperones are free as 

always. You may bring food and beverages in a cooler to be consumed at 

the picnic tables near the parking lot at Pine Lake. You may also bring 

additional cash to purchase concessions such as hamburgers, nachos, ice 

cream, etc. If you are willing to chaperone/drive, please contact Pastor 

Brock. (PastorBrock@gmail.com; 260-301-1640) 

 

 

 

 

High School Youth Activities 
 

Sunday, August 1; 4 p.m. – Slip-n-Slide Kickball 
 

 

 

Sunday, August 8; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Wyneken Service Night 
 

 

 

Sunday, August 15; 12noon – Annual All-Youth Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake 
The current plan for the Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake Waterpark is to meet in the St. John, Bingen parking lot 

at 12noon on Sunday, August 18 and carpool to Berne. The cost for youth is $5. Chaperones are free as always. You 

may bring food and beverages in a cooler to be consumed at the picnic tables near the parking lot at Pine Lake. You 

may also bring additional cash to purchase concessions such as hamburgers, nachos, ice cream, etc. If you are 

willing to chaperone/drive, please contact Pastor Brock. (PastorBrock@gmail.com; 260-301-1640) 
 

 

Sunday, August 22; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Gathering at Parsonage #1 
We plan to play “campus golf” around the church property.  

 

 

Friday, August 27; 10 p.m. - Midnight – Capture the Flag 
We plan to play Capture-the-Flag around the church property. We need a good turn-out for this to work, so bring a 

lot of friends.  
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T Christian Stewardship T 
 

 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a 

moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above 

the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 

them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of 

their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 
 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord 

who made her and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from 

death, and the power of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and 

Sacrament; would continue to do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life 

because that is the character of the God she had.  
 

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are 

tempted to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide 

for us. We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps 

us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and 

desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given.  
 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of 

the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is 

already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial 

matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  
 

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 
 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 

16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of 

giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!  
 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without 

generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we 

live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and 

without resources for the poor and needy. 
 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the 

fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor 

(Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  
 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 

fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your 

fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tanzania Mission 
 
The Lord continues to bless your faithful and generous support of the mission and mercy work in Tanzania. 

Thanks be to God for the opportunity to participate in this life-saving and eternal-life giving effort!  (See 2 

Corinthians 8:1-15) As children are now being served at the orphanage and work continues to flourish at the 

seminary in Negezi, there is an on-going need for financial support. Should the Lord inspire and bless you to 

support this on-going effort, funds can be designated by using the Tanzania Mission labels provided, or by 

clearly marking your offering as intended for this Bingen-supported mission. As explained in previous 

newsletters and the annual report, if you wish to receive information about a child receiving this support, 

perhaps in order to correspond with them, please let Pastor Brock know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

August           Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Allie Allmandinger 

McKinsey Amstein 

Caitlain Anderson 

Delilah Baumgartner 

Gracie Berning 

Jasper Berning 

Theresa Berning 

Amber Bradtmueller 

Lee Bradtmueller 

Hailey Cole 

Evelyn DeBolt 

Morgan (Grace) Donley 

Laura (Hope) Dressler 

Crista Elias 

Cody Fuelling 

Ronald Fuhrmann 

Gina Grant 

Roy Hammond 

Deborah Hardesty 

Donald Hartman 

Sophia Heare 

   Tyrone Hockemeyer 

 

 

Joshua Hoot 

Lisa Hormann 

Carter Howard 

Isabellah Huffman 

Emily Kleine 

Grant Kleine 

Chase Knowlden 

Arabelle Laurent 

Elle Laurent 

Amanda Loshe 

Erika MacDowell 

John Mahlan 

Chad McBride 

Marceia McDonough 

Kaitlyn Melcher 

Tessa Melcher 

Jaqueline Mere 

Chevelle Oetting 

Jennifer Oetting 

Troy Palacios 

Daniel Peters 

Megan Pinkham 

 

 

Carson Pulver 

Christopher Richmond 

Nehemiah Richmond 

Aimee Rogers 

Jerod Rogers 

Corbin Saalfrank 

Christina Salerno 

Andrew Sauer 

Aaron Scheumann 

Donald Scheumann 

Emma Scheumann 

Rhonda Scheumann 

Sheri Schlemmer 

Benjamin Schwartz 

Briana Schwartz 

Lynn Selking 

Erik Shepherd 

Ann Souder 

Dianna Troutner 

Clayton Whitacre 

Amanda Zelt 

Camden Zwick

 

August Wedding Anniversaries 
 

 

 

 

8/2  Joshua & Tracy Hoot 

8/3  David & Jennifer Sprague 

8/4  Eric & Cheryl Stockman 

8/5  Daniel & Kelli Fuhrmann 

8/5  Lester & Janice Zelt 

8/6  Mark & Vickie Gallmeyer 

8/6  Jeffrey & Kelly Goble Jr. 

8/7  Greg & Karen Louis 

8/7  Leon & Janilyn O’Shaughnessey 

8/7  Aaron & Amanda Selking 

8/8  Rev. Peter & Teegen Brock 

8/9  Justin & Jenny Beaulieu 

8/13  Matthew & Jaci Allmandinger 

8/14  James & Sarah Butler 

8/14  Derek & Amanda Loshe 

8/15  Greg & Erin Anderson 

8/15  Alan & Patricia Lautzenheiser 

8/16  Verlin & Marilyn Bulmahn 

8/16  Michael & Gina Raymond 

8/16  Greg & Jodi Selking 

8/18  Christopher & Tina Caston 

8/18  Jesse & Kristen Holt 

8/19  Ronald & Bessie Fuhrmann

We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have left you out, 

please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special dates.  We invite you to 

forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the office continually reviews our 

membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so that we don't leave you out in the 

coming year.  Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or contact the church office (639-6178) with 

your dates.  Thank You!  



 
 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 

 
 

Date and Time: July 12, 2021 8:02 p.m.  

 

Called to Order by: Chairman Don Gresley 

 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Prayer from page 297 in the LSB.  Hymn#743 “Jesus, 

Priceless Treasure” was sung. Danelle Westrick played piano. The reading was from Philippians, followed by prayer.  

 

Recording Secretary’s Report: The April 26th voters assembly minutes were included in the June/July newsletter. No 

changes. Request approval of those minutes. Motion to approve minutes. Minutes are approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Nate Selking reported on the balance sheet (attached in Voter’s Assembly Minutes binder).  The 

12202 acount (LF MRG-Associate Pastor of O&HC) will be ending sometime in the near future. The 12203 account 

(IN District Vicar Support) is noted as a change. The 12000 account is what we are borrowing from ourselves. From 

March, that is almost $34,000 that we are borrowing from ourselves. It is $24,000 better than last year, but we are also 

coming into our shallowest giving quarter of the year. In the second quarter, our contributions and reimbursements 

income is $93,054.07 short of what we budgeted. In the 54000 acount (Wyneken), we do have some families that have 

not paid their registration obligation from last school year. That amount is $5,048 which is outstanding to Wyneken. 

No action has been taken at this point. We have an obligation to pay the outstanding amount owed to Wyneken (not on 

behalf of the families). Motion to pay the $5,048. Motion carries. Our total expenses are $50,260.57 underbudget 

because many expenses are annual expenses. Our year-to-date deficit for the second quarter is $49,569.99. Chairman 

motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The report was approved.  

 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Delin Kleine read from the Financial Secretary’s Report handout (attached in Voter’s 

Assembly Minutes binder). Salaries and Maintenance receipts subtotal was $124,788.63. The Dana Corporate Match is 

written to Wyneken School so it remains separate. Total is $600. The total with the match is $148,108.30. The Synod 

Envelopes were $1,295.00. The Non-Budget Receipts total was $4,127.07 for the second quarter. New Church 

Building Fund was $379.56. The Indiana District Vicar support was $40,000. We did have a donation of $70.00. We 

are not asking for donations or soliciting for this. Total receipts are $332,522.30. We are slightly below last year, but 

we had $101,000 for the 2019 deficit. We are ahead of last year. Chairman motioned to approve the Financial 

Secretary’s report. The report was approved. 23:49 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brock wanted to reiterate what the financial secretary explained. The vicar is fully funded by 

the grant received in the Indiana District as well as the Geneva mission effort. Offerings come in from time to time for 

various reasons, but donations for the vicar are not being solicited or expected. Pastor Brock covers the membership 

report (attached in the minutes binder). Membership as of April 26, 2021 was 916 souls, 696 communicants. Since then 

we’ve had 4 baptisms: Lucas Maxwell Howard, Rowan Jae Hall, Aliana Sue Allmandinger, and Vivian Rose Freeman. 

All of the confirmations on May 2nd: Hayden Edward Amstein, Alexander Arden Flower, Meryl Elizabeth Kukelhan, 

Gwen Ann Laurent, Reese Elizabeth Loshe, Carson Michael McBride, Tessa Nicole Melcher, Carissa Sue Selking, 

Evan Nathaniel Selking, and Camden Noah Zwick. None of these require action. One marriage on May 22nd: Matthew 

Sorg and Abigail Hoffman. Three requests to transfer out from the Holtzclaw family: Jeff, Jill, and Jeffrey the III to 

Bethlehem Ossian. Motion to approve the transfer. Motion carries. Teacher, Tricia Day and daughter Audrie Day 

request transfer to Immanuel in Valparaiso, IN. Her call was to the school there. Motion to approve the transfer. 

Motion carries. Haley Harrington requests transfer to Ascension in Fort Wayne. This is a soul. Motion to approve the 

transfer. Motion carries. This brings our membership to 914 souls and 701 communicants. Pastor Brock said that he 

was asked to visit the orphanage in Africa as well as the seminary there. He is scheduled to leave Thursday, July 29th 

and returning on August 5th. Pastor Brock gives the vicar the opportunity to give a brief of his work. Vicar Armbrecht 

said that he has been visiting Geneva, knocking on doors, and preaching on Sunday.  

 

Elder’s Report: No report 

 

Trustees Report: Darin Scheumann reported in the last month or so they have been cleaning up trees that came down in 

the grove. In parsonage 1, there were some plumbing issues. It needed a new well tank and some piping in the basement. 

There was a room with no carpet in it. Carpet was installed. In the next few weeks they will be looking at some drainage 

issues in the grove.  

 



 

 

 

Deacon’s Report: No report 

 

Wyneken School Board: Dave Sprague wants to thank Kevin Selking for donating his labor and completing flooring 

updates in the office. Monday, August 2nd will be the association meeting at 7pm, held in the parish hall. School 

registration will be August 5th from 9-11:30 am and 4-7:30 pm. The first day back to school will be August 11th. PreK 

will start on August 16th. Preschool will start on August 18th. We did extend contracts to 2 new candidates. Kindergarten 

teacher will be Mrs. Voshell. Carrie Furhmann will be an aide. We are waiting for them to sign the contracts. The 2021-

2022 school year theme is based on 1st John 4:11, “Beloved, God so loved us we also ought to love one another.” 

 

St. John Board of Education: Mark Scheumann reported that the Sunday School and Bible Classes will start after 

Labor Day with our normal schedule. We will be looking for volunteer Sunday School teachers.  

 

Board of Stewardship: No report 

 

Board of Planning: No report 

 

Board of Evangelism: No report 

 

Special Committee Report: Verlin Bulmahn reported on the drainage on the farmland east of the church and school. It 

is very under-drained. Years ago it was discussed that we should be using proceeds from crop sales to do that. Nothing 

has been done in the years since then. Legislation is being discussed to require permits to install drainage. The open ditch 

needs straightening and grass cover. The brush in the ditch has been eliminated. Part of this land is for future cemetery 

expansion. It is suggested to create drainage for this area while it is still a field, instead of when it becomes part of the 

cemetery. Verlin said that the key to doing this is to do it in the summer time when the contractors are more available, 

and less weather interference. This also involves seeding it to wheat this fall so it can be harvested next summer. The 

rough estimated cost $40,000-$50,000. There is $17,000 available along with another $10,000 next year. 50% of the cost 

may be donated. There is also money for cemetery improvements and expansion. The Planning and Cemetery Committee 

will need to work things out better. Council has decided to continue with this plan. Motion to continue with the plan. 

Motion carries.  

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: None  

 

M/S/C To adjourn 8:56 p.m. 

  

Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 36 

Others Present: 0 

 

 

 

 

     Respectfully Submitted 

     Ryan M. Scherer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Wyneken School Board Minutes 
June 10th, 2021 
Approved 07/06/21 

 
Members present: Andrew Gavrun, Pastor Yeager, David Sprague, Aaron Scheumann, Greg Selking, Brian Bulmahn, 

Todd Kolter, Micah Borne, Joey Gorman, Adam Sielschott  

Members absent: Eric Vogel  

Guests: Mrs. Franz, Christine Cornett  
 

I. OPENING DEVOTIONS  

A. Meeting opened at 7:00 pm with prayer by Pastor Yeager  

II. CLOSED SESSION  

A. The meeting went into closed session at 7:02 pm to discuss the resignation of a board member, which will 

leave a vacant position in the board  

B. Closed session ended at 7:20 pm  

III. VACANT POSITION  

A. Joey Gorman will be beginning his term on the board a couple months early due to the  

vacant position. Zion Friedheim is working to secure a replacement individual to serve on the Board of 

Education  

IV. APPROVAL OF APRIL MINUTES  

A. MSC- To approve April minutes  

V. APPROVAL OF MAY MINUTES  

A. MSC- To approve May minutes  

VI. TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MAY  

A. Final statements have been sent to church treasurers  

B. There remains $5,048 outstanding in registration  

1. Pastors have discussed this  

C. Working on setting up details for audits  

D. MSC- To approve as presented  

VII. NEW ITEMS  

A. Childcare report  

1. Mrs. Colleen Fuhrmann will be retiring  

2. Ms. Bethany Fuhrmann has decided to pursue other opportunities  

a) We thank these ladies for their many years of dedicated service!  

3. Registration fees  

a) There was a lengthy discussion regarding the childcare budget and current fee  

structure  

b) MSC - to approve registration fees as follows  

(1) Registration fee of $50 / child  

(a) Discount of $10 / child will be applied if paid on registration day  

c) Changes will be reviewed after 6 months  

4. Hourly rates  

a) Rates are currently $3.50 / hour  

b) MSC - to approve new rates effective August 1, 2021 as follows:  

(1) Infant rates will be $4.25 / hour  

(2) Toddler rates will be $4.25 / hour  

(3) Preschool age and up rates will be $4.00 / hour  

c) Changes will be reviewed after 6 months  

5. Scheduling in advance  

a) Several families are not submitting schedules in advance which makes  

efficient staffing impossible  

b) MSC - to approve fees for not submitting or following the schedule submitted  

are as follows  

(1) $15 fee per child, per day will be assessed (in addition to hourly rate):  

(a) to those who do not submit a schedule at least 1 week in  

advance  

(b) When children are picked up more than 30 minutes later than  

schedule indicates  

(c) When children are dropped off more than 30 minutes earlier  

than schedule indicates  

 



 

(2) Schedule changes can be made as late as the day before such  

changes  

(3) special circumstances are to be decided upon on a case by case  

basis by the daycare director  

c) Changes will be reviewed after 6 months  

6. Daycare amount owed Wyneken  

a) Currently $26,734.93  

(1) MSC - to carry outstanding balance forward  

B. New BOE members  

1. Joey Gorman - Zion Friedheim  

2. Brad Melcher - St. John Bingen  

3. Zach Brune - St. Paul Preble  

C. Summer Association meeting  

1. Scheduled for August 2, 2021 at 7:00pm  

2. Tentatively held in St. John Bingen Parish hall  

D. Audits  

1. Dates are being set up for audits  

E. SGO  

1. Adjusted gross income threshold increased for 2021-2022  

a) This will make more families eligible  

b) The number of applications increased by approximately 40 students in  

comparison to the last school year  

2. The amount raised for SGO in 2021-2022 is $109,407  

a) This is less than the previous year  

F. Signage Update  

1. Wyneken has been approved for a grant from The Lutheran Foundation in the amount  

of $19,995.00 to be used toward a new LED sign along US 27  

a) This amount is in addition to the $9,540 that will be coming from the St. Paul a Preble 

endowment fund.  

b) This leaves $10,455.00 needed to fund the proposed sign  

(1) MSC- to approve the Wyneken class of 2020 field trip funds be used  

to cover the $10,455.00 needed  

G. Remaining balance of the Wyneken class of 2020 field trip fund  

1. MSC - to approve the transfer of funds into the memorial gifts fund within the high  

yield savings account  

H. COVID-19  

1. According to Indiana Governor Holcomb Executive Order 21-15, beginning July 1,  

2021 local school boards will be responsible for implementing measures in response to  

COVID-19  

2. A proposed updated COVID-19 plan was presented  

a) This plan will be revisited at the July BOE meeting  

I. Staffing  

1. Teacher’s Aide position  

a) Interviews ongoing  

2. Ms. Day has accepted a call to serve Immanuel Lutheran School - Valparaiso, IN  

a) MSC- to grant Ms. Day a peaceful release of her call here at Wyneken  

J. Other new business  

1. Air conditioning unit that covers the library and computer room is in need of  

replacement.  

a) Additional quotes being sought  

2. There is an 80 gal water heater in need of replacement  

a) Quote from Paul Werling  

b) MSC - to approve purchase of 50 gal water heater with installation from Paul  

Werling  

3. Mrs. Gavrun submitted a request to install a lego wall in the science room  

a) MSC - to approve Mrs. Gavrun to proceed with the project  

4. Teachers conference - The Lutheran Educator Conference  

a) October 2022 in Milwaukee, WI  

b) Cost is approximately $350 / participant plus hotel and transportation  

c) We have the option to prepay using 2021 funds left in the budget.  

 

 



 

 

(1) Mr. Gavrun to research and send information to board members  

concerning this. If refundable, it is suggested that a vote be taken via  

email  

5. Staff is currently working on quotes for new middle school social studies text adoption  

6. Open position  

a) BOE Chairman  

(1) MSC - to elect Todd Kolter as Chairman through August 2021  

b) BOE Vice Chairman  

(1) MSC - to elect Dave Sprague as Vice Chairman through August 2021  

VIII. UPDATE ITEMS  

A. Strategic planning commission  

1. Ongoing  

B. 2021-2022 band programming  

1. Fees will be increasing from $900 to $2500  

a) PTL historically funds $500  

2. MSC- to approve funding $2000 from the band boosters account  

IX. REPORTS  

A. Principal’s Report  

1. Mr. Gavrun wishes to thank all of our school board members for their faithful service!  

2. Back to school registration will be held August 5 from 9-11:30am and 4- 7:30pm.  

3. The first day of school (k-8) will be Wednesday, August 11. Pre-K will start on August  

16 and Pre-school on August 18.  

4. A school kitchen cleaning date has been set for Sunday, August 8 @ 5pm.  

5. Playground mulch will be delivered July 19.  

6. An invitation to begin attending board meetings has been extended to our new board  

members.  

B. Teachers Report  

1. Printed report was provided  

C. Hot Lunch Report  

1. Awaiting quotes for generator installation  

D. Maintenance Report  

1. No report  

E. Budget & Policy Committee  

1. Nothing to report  

F. Personnel Committee  

1. Nothing to report  

G. Salary Committee  

1. Nothing to report  

H. Public Relations Committee  

1. Working on procuring LED sign  

I. Other Reports  

1. None  

X. ADJOURNMENT  

A. The Meeting was adjourned at 10:02 pm with the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Yeager.  

B. The meeting then moved into closed session  

C. Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 6, 2021 at 7:00pm.  

XI. CLOSED SESSION  

A. Closed session began at 10:05pm in order to discuss a situation involving Wyneken students  

B. Closed session ended at 10:45pm  

Respectfully submitted,  

Micah Borne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
          5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

  Phone: (260) 471-5683   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002  

                   WorshipAnew.org  /  info@WorshipAnew.org 

         

August 2021 
 

 

August 1, 2021 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 145:10-21; Exodus 16:2-15; John 6:22-35 

“Full Faith” - Sermon Text: John 6:22-35- Rev. William Mueller 
 

In John 6 we read the amazing truth about Jesus: He is the Bread of Life! This discussion comes the day after He had 

miraculously fed the 5,000. The crowd ate until they were full. Now Jesus gets to the heart of the matter. He is the bread 

of Life so that we can have FULL FAITH in Him. 
 

August 8, 2021 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 34:1-8; 1 Kings 19:1-8; John 6:35, 41-51 

“It’s a Wonderful Life!” - Sermon Text: John 6:35, 41-51- Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer  
 

Have you lost your sense of wonder for this life? For eternal life? Jesus accomplishes extraordinary things in seemingly 

ordinary ways. Indeed, for the Christ-follower, It’s a Wonderful Life! 
 

August 15, 2021 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 34:12-22; Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18; John 6:51-59 

“Our Rededication Pledge” - Sermon Text: Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18- Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 

It is always a good time to rededicate ourselves – to serving the Lord. Because of God’s gracious, saving activity in our 

lives we can indeed serve Him. Therefore we will pledge ourselves with renewed fervor to His service. 
 

August 22, 2021 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

Psalm 14; Isaiah 29:11-19; Mark 7:1-13 

“Inspecting the House” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:6 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 

God’s Word doesn’t exist to help us cover up our sins with good works and holy living. Its purpose is to expose our sins 

and break our hearts so that we can be built into a new house; one that is not based on keeping the Law, but on Christ 

who kept the Law for us so we can live with Him. 
 

August 29, 2021– Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Psalm 51:2, 7, 10-12; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Mark 7:14-23 

“Hearts Made Clean” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:14-15 - Rev. Shayne Jonker  
 

It is not what goes into us that makes us unclean, but it is what goes into us that makes us clean. Spiritual purity comes 

from outside of ourselves. It is found in the undeserved kindness and mercy of God in the death of His only begotten Son 

Jesus. Baptismal water poured on us; forgiving Words spoken into us; Christ’s Body and Blood fed to us. Those are what 

make the unclean clean. God alone can do it. God alone has done it. 
 

 

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY: 
 

 7:00 a.m.   EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]   

  
 

* Note: This is the viewing time on our local channel; more may be available with other providers. 

 
 

“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - www.worshipanew.org 

 

mailto:info@WorshipAnew.org
http://www.worshipanew.org/

