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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

No tramp of soldiers' marching feet / With banners and with drums, 

No sound of music's martial beat: / "The King of glory comes!" 

To greet what pomp of kingly pride / No bells in triumph ring, 

No city gates swing open wide: / "Behold, behold your King!" 

(LSB 444; stz. 1) 
 

This hymn, which we will sing together on Passion (Palm) Sunday in March, recognizes Jesus Christ to be the 

King of glory. Yet the hymn's first stanza also confesses that the world neither knows nor welcomes Him as such. 

"He was in the world," the fourth Gospel tells us, "and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 

know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him" (John 1:10-11).  
 

And yet He comes. The children cheer; / With palms His path is strown. 

With ev'ry step the cross draws near: / The King of glory's throne. 

Astride a colt He passes by / As loud hosannas ring, 

Or else the very stones would cry / "Behold, behold your King." 

(LSB 444; stz. 2) 
 

Those very hosannas to the King will be found on our lips on March 28, the first day of Holy Week. Indeed, 

throughout this season of Lent which culminates in March, we are reflecting during the Midweek Services on 

how Jesus answers our cries of “Hosanna!” (Hebrew for “save us now”) with His blood-bought gift of Holy 

Absolution, the forgiveness of sins. By confessing our sins and receiving the Lord’s forgiveness, we behold our 

King.  
 

What fading flow'rs His road adorn; / The palms, how soon laid down! 

No bloom or leaf but only thorn / The King of glory's crown. 

The soldiers mock, the rabble cries, / The streets with tumult ring, 

As Pilate to the mob replies, "Behold, behold your king!" 

(LSB 444; stz. 3) 
 

As noted in the Holy Week explanation included in this newsletter, April 1 is Holy (Maundy) Thursday on which 

day we celebrate the night when Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, the very night when He was betrayed. The 

service both brings to completion our Lenten preparation and begins the Triduum Sacrum (see "Holy Week" 

explanation), which continues through Good Friday to Holy Saturday on April 2-3. On these sacred days, we hear 

and receive the benefits of our Savior's cross and empty tomb.  
 

So does this upcoming month of March bring us to the peak of Calvary's holy mountain, the culmination of our 

Lenten discipline and preparation. The season of Lent reminds us that we are dust and to dust we shall return, 

giving us the opportunity to repent in sackcloth and ashes. The 31 days of March continue to turn our attention 

toward Jerusalem to look through the gallows on Golgotha. And there we see the glory of the cross enlightening 

an empty tomb. Thus do we give thanks for the 4th day of April's month, The Resurrection of Our Lord.  For dust 

you may be and to dust you may return, ashes you may wear and in ashes you may sit. But Christ our King has 

taken on the dust of flesh like you. He has been reduced to ashes by the fire of God's wrath for you. He was laid 

to rest in a tomb whose seal was set. And that King of glory is risen again. 
 

Now He who bore for mortals' sake / The cross and all its pains 

And chose a servant's form to take, / The King of glory reigns. 

Hosanna to the Savior's name / Till heaven's rafters ring, 

And all the ransomed host proclaim / "Behold, behold your King!" 

(LSB 444; stz. 4) 

In Christ, Pastor 



 

Holy Week – March  28-April 4 
 (See explanation of Holy Week on the following pages) 

 

Palm Sunday + March 28 
 The Procession of Palms 

 The Service of the Sacrament 

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday + April 1 
(First part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 

 

 The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 

 The Service of the Word 

 The Service of the Sacrament 

 The Stripping of the Altar 

 

Good Friday + April 2 
(Second part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 

 

 1 p.m.      Chief Service 

  The Passion of Our Lord 

  The Bidding Prayer 

  The Reproaches 

  The Service of the Sacrament 

 

 7 p.m.      Tenebrae Vespers 

  The Passion of Our Lord 

  The Bidding Prayer 

  The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of candles) 

  The Strepitus 

 

Holy Saturday + April 3 
(Third part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 
 

 Decatur-Circuit Easter Vigil Service @ St. John + Bingen, 8 p.m.  
The Service of Light 

The Service of Readings 

The Service of Holy Baptism 

The Service of Prayer 

The Service of the Word  

 

 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
April 4, 2021 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 
 

The Procession of Palms 

The Service of the Sacrament 

 

Holy Week, the culmination of this Lenten season, begins on Palm Sunday, March 28. Palm Sunday is both 

somber and joyful. A procession with palms and hosannas to commemorate our Lord's entry into Jerusalem 

begins the service, striking a victorious note as we sing All Glory, Laud, and Honor.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday – April 1, 2021 
 

1 p.m. & 7 p.m. - Divine Service 
The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 

The Service of the Sacrament 

The Stripping of the Altar 

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday marks the first of three sacred days known as the 

Triduum Sacrum (Latin for "sacred three days"). The Triduum includes Holy 

(Maundy) Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. The name "Maundy 

Thursday" (from the Latin mandatum, which means "commandment") comes from 

the Lord's words in John 13:34: "A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another." To 

emphasize the primacy of our Savior's actions for us (as distinct from our actions 

which respond in faith to God's actions for us), the name "Holy Thursday" is 

commonly used, helpfully inclusive not only of the Lord's washing of the 

disciples' feet and commandment to love, but also of His institution of the Lord's 

Supper on the night when He was betrayed.  Holy (Maundy) Thursday includes the Service of Corporate 

Confession and Absolution, signaling the end of the Lenten preparation with the absolution and peace of Christ 

that stand at the center of the Triduum.  The Stripping of the Altar concludes the service, demonstrating the depth 

of Christ's servanthood in preparation for the Church's observance of Jesus' death on Good Friday. Because the 

Triduum is seen as one service in three parts or days, no Benediction is spoken at the conclusion of the Holy 

(Maundy) Thursday Service. The Triduum continues uninterrupted with the Chief Service on Good Friday. 

  

 



 

Good Friday – April 2, 2021 
 

1 p.m. - Good Friday Chief Service 
The Passion of Our Lord 

The Bidding Prayer 

The Reproaches 

The Service of the Sacrament 

 

7 p.m. - Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers 
The Passion of Our Lord 

The Bidding Prayer 

The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of candles) 

The Strepitus 

 

Good Friday stands at the heart and center of the sacred Triduum, even as Christ's death on the cross, which it 

commemorates and celebrates, stands at the heart and center of the Christian faith and life. The name for Good 

Friday may originally have been "God's Friday," but it is certainly also "good" because of the good gifts Christ 

won for us on this day.  The services of this day are marked by the Church's deepest humility and most solemn 

reverence, for she gives her attention to the cross and Passion of her dear Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The 

Church's sorrow and contrition do not give way to despair, however; nor does she mourn the death of Christ. 

Good Friday is not observed as a funeral for Jesus, and we do not seek to self-cultivate feelings of sadness or 

pity for our Savior as His Passion is read. Rather, this is a day for repentance over sin and restrained joy and 

praise for the redemption that our Savior accomplished for us on the cross. Thus, in repentant faith the Church 

gives thanks for Christ's atoning sacrifice and lays hold of His redemption in the hearing of His Gospel and in 

the eating and drinking of His body and blood.   
 

 

At 1 p.m. on Good Friday will be the Chief Service, appropriately scheduled during the hours our Savior hung 

upon the cross. It contains a number of ancient elements, particularly the reading of the St. John Passion, the 

Bidding Prayer, and the Reproaches. The concluding hymn, The Royal Banners Forward Go, ensures that the 

final note of the service is one of triumph, for God's faithful know the end of the story. At 7 p.m. on Good 

Friday will be the Tenebrae Vespers. The service of Tenebrae (meaning "darkness") consists of the 

extinguishing of the church lights. A more recent 

addition to Tenebrae, often referred to as the "strepitus" 

(meaning "loud noise"), occurs after the last candle is 

extinguished. While the action has a variety of 

interpretations, including the scourging of Jesus by the 

soldiers and the earthquake at the moment of Christ's 

death, its placement in our Triduum services suggests 

another common understanding - the closing of Christ's 

tomb. As with the concluding hymn in the Chief 

Service, the return of the Light of Christ at the end of 

the Tenebrae Vespers ensures that the final note of the 

service is one of triumph as we anticipate the joys of 

Easter in the certain knowledge of Christ's resurrection 

from the dead.  Because these services constitute the 

center part of the Triduum, the Good Friday Chief 

Service and Tenebrae Vespers have neither entrance rite 

nor benediction; these holy three days conclude with the 

Vigil of Easter. 

 



 

Holy Saturday – April 3, 2021 
 

8 p.m. - Easter Vigil 
The Service of Light 

The Service of Readings 

The Service of Holy Baptism 

The Service of Prayer 

The Service of the Word 

 

 

The Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday brings the Holy Triduum to a festive completion. In much the same way 

as Holy (Maundy) Thursday is the completion of Lent and the beginning of the Triduum, so the Easter Vigil 

both completes the Triduum and ushers in the Fifty Days of Eastertide. This transition is poignantly manifested 

in the course of the vigil, which progresses purposefully from darkness to light. In some places throughout the 

early centuries of the Church's life, the people of God would hold vigil, which means "keep watch," through the 

night in expectation of Christ's return. As the Church gathered in vigil, she waited in hopeful expectation for the 

appearance of the resurrected Christ in those most recently born in Him, and, therefore, those who had prepared 

throughout Lent to be joined to Christ were baptized at the vigil. At the dawn of the new day at Easter sunrise, 

the newly baptized joined the entire Church in the chorus of alleluias at Christ's resurrection from the dead.  

 

While making a vigil through the night may not be common today, Christians nonetheless gather on Holy 

Saturday to wait in expectation for the news of Christ's resurrection and for His second coming. As a service of 

watching that ushers in the resurrection, the Vigil of Easter is traditionally comprised of six parts: 1) the Service 

of Light; 2) the Service of Readings; 3) the Service of Holy Baptism; 4) the Service of Prayer; 5) the Service of 

the Word; 6) the Service of the Sacrament.  Here at St. John (and this year we are again privileged to host other 

congregations in our circuit for this Vigil Service), we do not hold vigil through the whole night as in the time 

of the ancient Church, and so the Service of the Sacrament is not included in our Easter Vigil, but is reserved 

for Easter morning itself.  However, because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day in the sacred Triduum and 

ushers in our celebration of the Resurrection, the service ends with the Benediction (which has not been heard 

since the beginning of the Triduum) and the Easter Acclamation: Christ is risen!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Resurrection of Our Lord  

(Easter Day) 

 

April 4, 2021 
 

 

 

The celebration of Jesus Christ's resurrection from the dead hardly needs introduction. Having faithfully 

prepared throughout the Lenten season to keep the Feast of Easter in spirit and in truth, focusing our attention 

particularly closely on Christ's Passion during Holy Week, our Alleluias ring out joyfully as we hear the blessed 

news: "Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!" Because Lent (and Holy Week particularly) has served as 

an extended preparation for the feast of Easter, even including the Service of Corporate Confession and 

Absolution on Holy (Maundy) Thursday, no rites of preparation (that is, Confession and Absolution) are 

necessary to this evangelical and festive Divine Service on Easter Day. Thus, the Service moves immediately to 

the altar during the Processional Hymn and proceeds with the Introit, the formal beginning of the Service of the 

Word. 

  

 

I pray that the Lord blesses your Lenten pilgrimage, bringing you faithfully to the Feast of Easter, even that 

great Feast of Victory which has no end! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Brock 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2021 Lenten Schedule - "BURIED WITH CHRIST" 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(The Service of the Sacrament will be offered following both Prayer Offices) 

 

Lent Midweek 2 - March 3, 2021  Buried With Christ: Word 
 Psalmody  Psalm 22:23-31 

 Office Hymn  LSB 594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 Readings  1st Reading:    Matthew 28:18-20 

    2nd Reading:   Romans 6:3-5 

    3rd Reading:  The Passion of Our Lord:  II. Gethsemane 

 Closing Hymn LSB 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 Lent Midweek 3 - March 10, 2021  Buried With Christ: Forgiveness 
 Psalmody  Psalm 19 

 Office Hymn  LSB 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 Readings  1st Reading:    Acts 2:22-24, 36-38 

    2nd Reading:   Romans 6:4-7 

    3rd Reading:  The Passion of Our Lord:  III. The Palace of the High Priest 

 Closing Hymn LSB 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

 

Lent Midweek 4 - March 17, 2021  Buried With Christ: Faith 
 Psalmody  Psalm 107:1-9 

 Office Hymn  LSB 601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized 

 Readings  1st Reading:    Titus 3:4-8 

    2nd Reading:   Romans 6:5-8 

    3rd Reading: The Passion of Our Lord:  IV. The Praetorium 

 Closing Hymn LSB 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 

 

Lent Midweek 5 - March 24, 2021  Buried With Christ: Life 
 Psalmody  Psalm 119:9-16 

 Office Hymn  LSB 605 Father Welcomes 

 Readings  1st Reading:    Joel 2:12-13 

    2nd Reading:   Romans 6:1-11 

    3rd Reading: The Passion of Our Lord:  V. Calvary 

 Closing Hymn LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Midweek Services 
1 p.m.: Vespers 

7 p.m.: Evening Prayer 
 



 

T Christian Stewardship T 

 
 

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, done 

in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it 

another way: you need to know your Bible.  

 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to the 

obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And the 

Scriptures matter because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought into line 

with the teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way. 

 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in holy baptism. We are 

fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word preached and taught in sermon 

and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Supper. Remember your 

doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive to the obedience of Christ.  

 

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The Lord’s 

Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the Lord is the giver of 

our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision of it.  God is rarely early and never late 

in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it will be provided. The Lord’s generosity forms our 

generosity in return. 

 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given 

to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him. When budgetary 

discussions pop up our natural reaction is to point fingers.  But remember your doctrine, and what your mother 

taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always right. In fact, when our thoughts are 

brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be repentance. It should raise questions in our own 

lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts have been taken 

captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. And 

God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on 

behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron 16:9).  

 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left you as 

orphans but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell 

in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.  

 

Lenten Collections support: St John Family Assistance Fund 
 

 

 

 

 



March Youth Events 
 
 

Middle School Youth Event  
 

Sunday, March 21; 2-6 p.m. – Bowling & More at Georgetown Entertainment 
We will meet in the Bingen parking lot at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 21 to carpool to Georgetown Entertainment. 

There we shall bowl. We shall also enjoy the 4D Dark Ride Theater (whatever that is) and the Augmented Rock 

Wall and the Spin-Zone Bumper Cars. Oh, and there will be food. All of it will be included for $10 per youth. 

None of it will be healthy. We plan to be back at Bingen by 6 p.m. Parents, as always, we need drivers, who get 

to play and eat for free. Please let Pastor Brock know if you’re willing.  

 

High School Youth Activities 
 

Sunday, March 7; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 
 

Sunday, March 14; 2:30-7 p.m. – Escape Room & Bagger Dave’s 
We plan to leave from Bingen’s parking lot at 2:30 p.m. and head to Escapology (2876 E Dupont Road; Fort 

Wayne, IN 46825). Escapology is a high adrenaline escape game where players are locked inside a themed 

room and must complete their mission before time runs out. During the 60-minute experience players are 

immersed into a real-life adventure where they must find hidden clues, crack codes, solve challenging puzzles 

and escape! After escaping (hopefully!), we will grab a burger and shake at Bagger Dave’s, conveniently 

located next door. We plan to return by 7 p.m. Cost per youth is $30.  
 

Sunday, March 21; 2-6 p.m. – Bowling & More at Georgetown Entertainment 
We will meet in the Bingen parking lot at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 21 to carpool to Georgetown Entertainment. 

There we shall bowl. We shall also enjoy the 4D Dark Ride Theater (whatever that is) and the Augmented Rock 

Wall and the Spin-Zone Bumper Cars. Oh, and there will be food. All of it will be included for $10 per youth. 

None of it will be healthy. We plan to be back at Bingen by 6 p.m. Parents, as always, we need drivers, who get 

to play and eat for free. Please let Pastor Brock know if you’re willing.  

 

Sunday, March 28; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Wyneken Service Night 
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Daylight Saving Time Begins – Reminder to Spring forward on March 14th. 

 

Confirmation Class of 2021 -There will be a confirmation planning meeting for all 8th graders and 

their parents on Sunday, March 7 at 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall. All 8th-grade confirmands and parents are urged 

to attend this brief meeting, which should last no longer than 15 minutes.  

 

Lenten Meals – Serving time begins at 5:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
 

March 3rd  – Soup and Sandwich – Social Committee 

March 10th – Hot Beef and Hot Chicken Sandwiches, Green Beans and Dessert – Ladies Guild 

March 17th – Soup and Salad - Wyneken’s Kindergarten Class  

March 24th – Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup and Sloppy Joes - Evangelism  

Ladies Aid - Quilting every Wednesday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
            

The Ladies Aid welcomes anyone to join us even if quilting is not your talent. If you have another craft that you 

enjoy doing such as crocheting, knitting, cross-stitching, creative memories, etc. we would like for you to bring your 

own craft item(s) and join us. You may spend the whole day or just a few hours as your schedule allows. We break 

for lunch (bring a sack lunch for yourself) and join us for some laughs and wonderful conversations.  

 

Cancer Pad Stitching  

Next sewing date:  TUESDAY, March 16th from 8 – 11 a.m. Contact person is Marilyn Kiess. 

 

Ladies Guild - All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

Date:  March 16, 2021    Time: 7:00 p.m.   Place:  Parish Hall   Roll Call:  To what country would you like to 

journey?   Program: Foreign Exchange Student – Jill Bonin, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Bingen’s Fish and Tenderloin Dinner - Sunday March 21, 2021 

10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Drive-thru Only 

At: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

11565 N US 27          Decatur, IN 46733 

Adults:  $10.00   Children: (6-12) $5.50; 5 and under Free 

Fried by: Dan’s Fish Fry Service of Huntington 

Info:  260-639-6178 

Proceeds to: Family Assistance Fund 
Calling all men to volunteer: Please see the sign-up sheet at the back of the church. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
March             Baptismal Birthdays 

 
Martin Aumann 

Jacques Beaulieu 

Robert Bergman 

Sylvia Berning 

Allison Bixler 

Kristin Bixler 

Gavin Blackburn 

Royce Bradbury 

Jeffrey Bultemeier 

Ronald Bultemeier 

Bonnie Caston 

Jorden DeBolt 

Amanda Emenhiser 

Marissa Feipel 

Ian Fifer 

Paul (Colton) Fuelling 

Mark Gallmeyer 

    Clara Gavrun 

Bruce Gilreath 

Lonnie Graft 

Gregory Hardesty 

Stephanie Hartman 

Loren Heckman 

Amanda Hirschy 

Parker Hoffman 

Lora Hormann 

Braden Huff 

Andrew James 

Kelly Johnson 

Jeffery Kiess 

Linda Knowlden 

Jason Lautzenheiser 

Kyle Lawson 

Sarah Lee 

Ryan Lehrman 

      Greg Louis 

Charlotte Maronde 

Ryan Messman 

Cassandra Moore 

Amy Peters 

Daniel Sauer 

Arnold Scheumann 

Mark Scheumann 

Nicholas Scheumann 

Roger Scheumann 

Garrett Schieferstein 

Lucas Schlemmer 

Jeffrey Schroeder 

Jordan Schroeder 

Nathaniel Selking 

Nathan Shelton 

Jean Uffelman 

Jennifer Whalen 

Phillip Wilder 

 
 

 
March            Wedding Anniversaries 

 
 

3/1   Nicholas & Jennifer Rohlf 

3/3   Donald & Hope Dressler 

3/3   Jon & Nikki Zwick 

3/5   Scott & Betty Schroeder 

3/6   Nathaniel & Joy Selking 

3/8   Jason & Glenna Groce 

3/8   Braden & Elizabeth Huff 

      3/8    Jeffery & Jacelyn Livensparger 

3/9    Chris & Tammy Hoffman 

3/9    Jonathan & Julie Snyder 

3/12  Daniel & Karen James 

3/16  Mark & Jennifer Schieferstein 

3/17  Dale & Roxana Boenker 

3/18  Lynn & Sandra Selking 

      3/28  Daniel & Jani Thieme

 

 
We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have 

left you out, please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special 

dates.  We invite you to forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the 

office continually reviews our membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so 

that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or 

contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 



 

 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 
 

Budget and Election Meeting 

 

Date and Time: January 25, 2021 8:00 p.m.  

 

Called to Order by: Chairman Don Gresley 

 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Prayer from page 297 in the LSB.  Anniversary Hymn by 

Pastor Brege, “Salvation in Jesus Has Always Been Near” (sung to LSB 802) was sung.  The reading was from John 

Chapter 1, followed by prayer.  

 

Recording Secretary’s Report: The December 7, 2020 minutes were provided and approved as presented. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Don Gresley read the Auditing Committee Report (attached in Voter’s Assembly Minutes binder) 

for Verlin Bulmahn (Verlin was attending via internet teleconference and was difficult for all to hear). The report read:  

 

 The auditing committee met on Saturday, January 16, 2021 to review the church’s financial records for the fiscal year 

2020. The appointed committee consisted of Verlin Bulmahn, Jani Thieme and Angela Smock.  

 

 The financial records audited were for the church’s treasury as well as for the St. John Cemetery, Ladies Aid, the 

Ladies Guild and the Youth Groups. All were found to be in good order and signed off on by Auditing Committee 

members. 

 

 The financial record keeping responsibility of the church treasurer has become much more complex and time 

consuming since I was church treasurer 30 years ago. In that respect, we are blessed to have Jani and Angie on this 

committee in recent years due to their extensive accounting training and professional work experience, which included 

auditing businesses. With the passing on Aug. 19 2019 of our dedicated and competent treasurer, Jay Witte, and the 

assumption of the church’s treasurer’s responsibility at that time by and equally dedicated and competent Nathan 

Selking, Jani and Angie had suggested some helpful minor refinements to Nate’s record keeping and the auditing 

process of last year’s audit. They found the refinements to have been implemented by Nate in 2020 for this audit. 

  

 The financial record keeping of Nate as treasurer and Delin Kleine as financial secretary were declared “clean” by 

Jani and Angie. Nate and Delin deserve our thanks for this financial work that they do for the church. 

 

 Nathan Selking briefed the 2020 Treasurer’s Report (attached in Voter’s Assembly Minutes binder). The 2020 Deficit 

was reported at $3,909.06. Areas highlighted are labeled with arrows on the attachment. Subjects covered in his brief 

were Fund and Estate Transactions, Statement of Financial Position, and Statement of Activities – Salary and 

Maintenance – Actual vs Budget. All will  be in the Annual Report. Trent Kleine asked if we could get a copy of the 

report since it is difficult to read on the projected screen. It could be marked as “draft” to eliminate confusion on the 

final product. Chairman motioned to approve the report. The report was approved. 

 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Delin Kleine briefed 2020 Financial Secretary’s Report (attached in Voter’s Assembly 

Minutes binder).  Delin covered the Ministry Outreach and Missions Summary Report. Projects sponsored outside of the 

congregation for year 2020 totaled $44,034.52. Other areas covered were 2020 Gifts and Memorials and 4th Quarter 

Report. Chairman motioned to approve the report. The report was approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brock presented the membership report with changes since our last meeting (attached in Voter’s 

Assembly Minutes binder).  

There was 1 Holy Death – Harold H. Kleine. 

There was 1 request for peaceful release – Michael Peters. Motion carries. 

Last Voters Assembly Meeting there were 912 souls and 697 communicants. With this update on January 25th 

             there are now 910 souls and 695 communicants. 

 

 



 

 

 

Trustees Report: Darin Scheumann briefed that Verlin Bulmahn helped with researching insurance with Guide One, 

comparing prices with two other insurance companies. Verlin spoke about his research via internet teleconference. The  

analysis was on Guide One (our present carrier), Hastings Mutual, and Brotherhood Mutual comparing coverage and cost.  

The difference was substantial; however, it was only fair to present the differences to Guide One. Guide One stated that 

they would look at more quotes and that there was a possibility of a 10%-15% discount if we met certain safety 

guidelines. After getting more quotes, Guide One will be able to lower the insurance cost for the church with 24% 

discount. This takes the premium down to $14,400, which is lower than the quotes from the other two insurance 

companies. Don Gresley said that a decision will be made by Wednesday, January 27th.  

 

Board of Stewardship: Jeff Schroeder spoke about the 2020 Deficit and brought a recommendation from the stewardship 

committee to use the first money count of 2021 to clean up the 2020 deficit so that is behind us and we can then move 

forward on meeting our obligations approved by the voters for 2021. Motion Carried. He also recommends that the 175th 

Celebration Expense Fund be closed after that committee determines what to do with the leftover funds remaining in that 

account. Motion carries. Any future donations to this account in excess of $100 then the donor will be notified about the 

closed account. Anything less than $100 will go to general funds. 

 

Wills Committee: Ron Bultemeier spoke about the establishment of the Lois Graft Memorial Fund. Ryan has a copy of 

the report Ron read that should be attached to these minutes for future reference. He said that the money can only be used 

for the maintenance/care of the interior of the sanctuary and parish hall. 

 

175th Anniversary Committee: Lynn Selking reported excess funds of $12,478.90 remaining in the 175th Celebration 

Expense Fund at the end of the year. The Committee made the following recommendations for the unused funds: $10,000 

to the Tanzania Mission, $1,000 to the Ladies Guild for supplies used during the course of the celebration year, $1,478.90 

to the Family Assistance Fund. Motion Carried. Lynn Selking stated that he would like to keep the brick project going 

(attached in Voter’s Assembly Minutes binder). He also said that we could possibly have future events like a slideshow of 

older church and congregation pictures, and that we might have a movie night once COVID-19 goes away. Ash wood left 

from the tree cut down in the grove will be turned over to the archives committee. There is still some ash wood left. There 

are some bowls and platters left with no inscription. Not sure if anyone would want to buy them. Motion to distribute the 

175th funds (#6 on attachment). Motion carries. Lynn mentioned that the German class at Bellmont are still working on the 

cemetery with Jonathan Zwick. The only expense for this is the mailers and postage. 

 

Men’s Activities: Don Westrick said that they will be recruiting for the fish fry during the 1st and 2nd weeks of February. 

The timeframe for the fish fry is March 21st from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. They are planning to change this to 10:30 am to 

1:30 pm because of the additional services. Trent Kleine asked if Dan can bring another trailer to keep up with the 

demand. Don said that he will ask. 

 

New Business: Lynn Selking presented Pastor Brock with a  plate for his 10 years of faithful service as pastor at St. John 

Bingen from 2010 to 2020. Chairman Don Gresley briefed on the 2010 appointments (attached in Voter’s Assembly 

Minutes binder). Motion to ratify appointments. Appointments ratified. Members will need to sign up for themselves for 

the Lutheran Witness. The church can no longer do this for IRS purposes.  

 

M/S/C To adjourn 9:17 p.m. 

  

Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 37 + 1(Verlin Bulmahn via internet conference call) 

Others Present: 0 

 

 

     Respectfully Submitted 

     Ryan M. Scherer 
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    REACH, TEACH, SEND IN CHRIST 

 
 

            March 2021 

 

 

The Lord continues to bless the ministry at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School with HIS never-ending love.  He has 

provided us with three supportive congregations, dedicated pastors, loving teachers, wonderful staff members, terrific 

students, and an outstanding facility!  

 

It is the mission of Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School to reach children with the love of Christ, teach them of God’s 

Word and world, and send them out as faithful stewards in HIS kingdom.  As a result, we are privileged to attend chapel 

and Morning Prayer each week while maintaining a curriculum that includes all major areas of study.  In addition, 

Wyneken is pleased to be able to provide a variety of extracurricular activities which include band, chorus, athletics, 

running club, STEAM, & chimes. 

 

As we look forward to the next school year, all of our families are encouraged to submit their early registration 

information by March 1.  Receiving this data in advance assists our school board and staff in making adequate 

preparations for the approaching academic term.   

 

If you have questions or know of a family that may be interested in receiving enrollment information, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school office or speak to me at 260-639-6177 or email at principal@wyneken.org .  

 

Wyneken students are planning to box meals for Pack Away Hunger on Friday, March 5.  We expect to pack several 

thousands of meals during the Pack Away Hunger event.  This is just one of the many ways Wyneken students give back 

to our community.  We are so blessed to share the gifts, talents, and resources entrusted to our care with those around us.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

We appreciate your continued prayers, support, and partnership! 

 

 

In HIS service, 

 

 

 

Mr. Andrew Gavrun 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Through Jesus Christ, it is the mission of Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School to REACH children with the love of Christ, 

TEACH them of God’s Word and world, and SEND them out as faithful stewards in God’s Kingdom. 

mailto:principal@wyneken.org


 

 

 
Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

March Newsletter 
 

This month we introduce to you our Preschool & Prekindergarten classes.  
Teachers are Mrs. Dianna Bultemeier & Mrs. Janine Albert. 

 
PRESCHOOL – MRS. BULTEMEIER  
Students   Parent(s)   Cong. 
Jean Paul Beaulieu  Justin/Jenny Beaulieu  (B) 
Jasper Berning   Brian/Alisha Berning  (B) 
Liddy Conrad   Sam/Jennifer Conrad  (F) 
Avery Gallmeyer   Matt/Brittney Gallmeyer  (P) 
Teddy Grillot   Tyler/Kelsey Grillot  (B) 
Rhett Roe   Tyler/Sarah Gerardot  (O) 
    Lance Roe 
Brantley Schreiber  Andy/Brittany Schreiber  (B) 
Ella Searles   Michael/Theresa Searles  (O) 
Turner Yoquelet   Travis/Kelli Yoquelet  (B) 

 
PREKINDERGARTEN – MRS. ALBERT 

 Students   Parent(s)   Cong  
 Isla Adams   Kasey/Miranda Adams  (P) 

Jaxson Augustyniak  Mandy Augustyniak  (B) 
Ella Beard   Jared/Ashley Beard  (F) 
Blaine Bihn   Austin/Haley Bihn  (O) 
Braden Borne   Micah/Amanda Borne  (P) 
Ethan Borne   Micah/Amanda Borne  (P) 
Braelle Brune   Zach/Danielle Brune  (P) 
Finnley Bryan   Daniel/Myranda Bryan  (B) 
Brandt Butcher   Adam/Kari Butcher  (F) 
Dylan Clemons   Brian/Stephanie Clemons (F) 
Remey Conrad   Brett/Janine Conrad  (F) 
Claire Emenhiser   Kyle/Amanda Emenhiser  (B) 
Rylan Fuhrmann   James/Karrie Fuhrmann  (F) 
Savannah Handshoe  Troy/Sheri Schlemmer  (B) 
Simon Lengerich   Adam/Cheryl Lengerich  (F) 
Kallin Strome   Sam/Breanna Strome  (P) 
Emersyn Teixeira  David/Melanie Teixeira  (B) 
Anna Trombley   Rev Michael/Kimberly Trombley (O) 
Joshua Vogel   Eric/Angela Vogel  (P) 
Piper Witte   Colton/Tiffany Witte  (B) 
Benjamin Wright  Jairus/Amy Wright  (O) 
Eve Yeager   Rev. Andrew/Heather Yeager (P) 
Ellie Yeoman   Donald/Jessica Yeoman  (O) 
 

Birthday Greetings-March   
Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to our Wyneken family members celebrating birthdays in March:  
Faculty: Mrs. DeFrain (grade 2);  Students: Lanie French, Carsten Hudson, Michael Scheumann, Adalie Voshell, Ashlyn 
Baumann, Chevelle Oetting, Cayla Holt, Chase Baker, Brooklyn Muldoon, Alexa Holt, Mary Yeager, Dakota Berning, Marshall 
Lengerich, Clara Gavrun, Braelle Brune, Ellie Yeoman, Oscar Selking, Olivia Palacios. 
 
2021-2022 Spring Enrollment Forms were mailed in early February to all currently enrolled families and to any families who 
requested information at the open house. The enrollment forms were to be returned no later than March 1. There is a $100 
late fee for enrollment forms returned to the school after March 1. If you know of a family interested in receiving enrollment 
information please have them call the school office at 260-639-6177, 8am-3pm. 



 
 

 

Greetings from the Pre-Kindergarten Classroom 
 We are having a great school year.  In this month’s newsletter, you are meeting the students and their families.  We have 23 
students enrolled in the Pre-Kindergarten program.  Each child is learning how much Jesus loves him/her.  Praising God with 
our voices is always a joy!  We are memorizing The Lord’s Prayer, so we can pray it every day of our life.  We are also busy 
singing, reading books, playing with new friends, visiting the library, and enjoying a snack.   We are very curious and love to 
learn.  I use every moment of the day for learning and academic growth.  (Sometimes the children don’t even notice how 
much they’re learning!)  Our counting skills are improving.  We counted Fruit Loops (and ate them) during letter ‘O’ week.  We 
have learned 20 letters of the alphabet – capital and lowercase, how to write the letter, and the sound each letter makes.  Our 
large and small muscles are getting stronger and easier for us to use.  We work on getting along with all of our classmates and 
knowing how special each child is.  We had fun gathering props and acting out a story we read entitled:  The Enormous Potato 
by Aubrey Davis.   Thank you for praying for:  Wyneken, these little ones, their families, and me!  You are a blessing to us!  
Mrs. Albert 
  
 
March Events & Activities    
Mar 5, Pack Away Hunger@Wyneken; Mar 16, End of 3rd quarter; Mar 18, Report cards for 3rd quarter; Mar 21, St. John , 
Bingen Fish/Tenderloin Dinner (drive-thru only), 10:30am-1:30pm; March 22-26, Wyneken Spring Break. 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, March 14 – Daylight Savings Begins!   
Spring Ahead One Hour! 
Spring Begins March 20!  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration or its educational 

policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered programs. 

 



 

 

Wyneken School Board Minutes 
January 14, 2021 
Approved 2/11/21 

Members present: Andrew Gavrun, Pastor Yeager, Brian Clemons, David Sprague, Aaron 

Scheumann, Greg Selking, Brian Bulmahn, Adam Sielschott, Todd Kolter, Eric Vogel, Micah 

Borne, Mrs. Cornett 

Members absent: 

Guests: Mrs. Brewer, Mrs. Butcher 

I. OPENING DEVOTIONS: 

A. Meeting opened at 7:00 pm with prayer by Pastor Yeager 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. MSC- To approve December minutes as presented 

III. TREASURER’S REPORT FOR DECEMBER: 

A. Treasurer’s report was reviewed by Greg Selking 

1. It was noted that all three churches were current in their financial obligations as of  

December 2020 

B. MSC- Approved as presented 

IV. NEW ITEMS: 

A. Childcare report: 

1. Number of children will be increasing soon 

2. Mrs. Reinking is compiling a report to compare the months of November 2019 to  

November 2020 in order to assess the financial situation 

a) Board will look to convene a special meeting as soon as this report is available 

3. A number of children have been quarantined which has created a challenge to  

manage through  

4. More staff will be needed in order to keep the hours worked to a maximum of 20 

B. 2021-2022 Salaries 

1. The salary committee presented their recommendations 

a) CPS has issued new salary guidelines 

(1) The committee proposal would bring salaries in line with the new  

guidelines in 3 years or less. 

b) The committee also proposed using one wage schedule for hourly employees. 

(1) The committee proposes a 2.3% pay increase for hourly employees  

for 2021-2022 

2. MSC - To approve 2021-2022 salary schedule and hourly pay as proposed 

C. 2021-2022 Budget 

1. The budget committee presented a proposed budget for 2021-2022 

2. MSC - To approve the 2021-2022 budget as presented 

D. 2021-2022 Tuition/Registration 

1. Budget Committee presented their proposal for tuition rates for the 2021-2022 school  

year 

a) Estimated enrollment of 170 

b) Estimated cost per pupil of $8,115.66 

c) K-8 member registration rates - increase of 2.2% (smallest increase in 7 years) 

(1) First child - $2310.00 

(2) Second child - $1695.00 

(3) Third child - $1400.00 

d) K-8 Non-member rates 

(1) First child - $5430.00 

(2) Second child - $3040.00 

(3) Third child - $2817.00 

e) Preschool rates 

(1) Preschool $880/year plus $70 non-refundable enrollment fee (total  

$950) 

f) Pre-K rates 

(1) Pre-K $1280/year plus $100 non-refundable enrollment fee (total $1380) 

 



 
 

2. MSC - to approve proposed tuition/registration rates for the 2021-2022 school year 

E. Open House January 24 12-3pm 

1. Board members are needed to assist with the open house 

F. COVID-19 plan updates 

1. Proposed 3rd quarter updates to the COVID plan were reviewed by Mr. Gavrun 

2. MSC- To adopt changes as presented 

G. Benefits Question 

1. A question was raised concerning expenses for insurance benefits for spousal  

coverage. 

(1) The board will request documented proof that self employed spouses are  

unable to obtain health coverage. 

(a) Documentation is considered letters of denial for health insurance  

coverage from 3 insurance companies 

(2) The board clarified that in situations of self employment, the employer is  

indeed the individual and therefore the individual is responsible for thoroughly 

researching all health insurance options 

H. Other New Business: 

1. Mrs. Day notified the board that she is in the process of pursuing her Masters and is  

requesting Wyneken assist in the cost of the degree. 

a) The written policy states Wyneken will share 50% of the expense with prior  

approval by the board of education 

b) MSC- to cover 50% of the tuition expense for the current courses 

2. Outstanding tuition balances 

a) A letter will be sent to families reminding them of their obligations 

3. The subscription to our Remind 101 text alert system is due for renewal 

a) MSC- to approve renewal of 2 year subscription for a total of $1,228.50 

4. PPP Loan discussion 

a) There was discussion concerning the possibility of obtaining a PPP loan for  

Childcare. 

(1) Payroll expenses were incurred during COVID shutdown periods while there 

was no income 

(2) There is concern with accepting government funding 

b) The board will further research the details of PPP loans 

V. Update Items 

A. Signage 

1. New electronic sign for Wyneken along highway 27 

a) A grant application has been submitted to the St. Paul endowment for possible funding 

consideration 

B. Strategic Planning Commission 

1. Committees are in the process of meeting to compile initial research 

C. Job Descriptions 

1. Personnel committee is meeting at the end of the month to continue work on job  

description updates 

D. Tree replacement 

1. Maintenance committee will proceed when weather allows 

E. Staff Anniversaries 2020-2021 

1. Personnel committee affirmed that there are three employees who will be 

recognized with service awards 

a) Mrs. Michelle Martin - 35 years 

b) Ms. Ashton Schlemmer - 5 years 

c) Ms. Bethany Fuhrmann - 5 years 

F. Comprehensive board policy manual 

1. Board will revisit in the near future 

VI. REPORTS: 

A. Principal’s Report 

1. Many thanks to all of those who helped make the staff / school board Epiphany party  

a success. Thanks to Pastor Yeager for preparing the meal and St Paul for hosting 



 
 

2. Continued thanks to our school families for their understanding as North Adams has  

    had a number of remote learning days which left Wyneken without bus service 

3. We are planning to send out early enrollment items in early February. Families should  

    plan to return that paperwork by March 1 

4. 3rd quarter chapel offerings are being collected for Lutheran World Relief 

5. January 6-15 NWEA-MAP testing 

6. School spelling bee was held January 7 - Many thanks to Pastor Brock forhelping with  

this. Grayson Riehm was our winner and Gwen Laurent was our runner-up.  Congratulations! 

7. Report cards went home yesterday for 2nd quarter 

8. Parent teacher conferences are being planned for Feb 18 

9. Thanks to Mr. Bauman for installing the last of our water bottle fill stations 

10. Many thanks to the volunteers who helped with painting the lobby and DC 

      hallway over Christmas break 

11. Our next PTL meeting will be held 7pm on Monday, Feb 8th 

12. The sub-committees of the strategic planning commission are anticipated 

      to have preliminary research and reports turned in by Wednesday, March 17 

13. National Lutheran Schools Week is the last full week of January. A variety 

      of activities are being planned 

14. We are planning to host an open house on January 24, 2021 from 12-3pm for any    

       interested / perspective parents / students 

15. Students were interviewed by WZBD. These interviews will be aired on 

      January 29th at 7pm 

B. Teacher’s Report 

1. Printed report was provided 

C. Hot lunch Report 

1. No report 

D. Maintenance Report 

1. No report 

E. Budget & Policy Committee 

1. No new items 

F. Personnel Committee 

1. 2 positions will need to be filled in the kitchen 

a) Mrs. Hunnicutt’s last day will be Friday, January 22 

b) Mrs. Yeager will be leaving her position at the end of the school year in   

    preparation for the birth of a child 

G. Salary Committee 

1. No new items 

H. Public Relations Committee 

1. Mr. Gavrun is working with TLSP/BIG to identify ways to better promote Wyneken in    

   the community 

I. Other Reports  

1. None 

VII. ADJOURNMENT: 

A. The Meeting was adjourned at 9:34pm with the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Yeager and went into 

closed session 

B. Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 7:00pm 

VIII. CLOSED SESSION: 

A. The Board went into closed session to further discuss childcare 

B. Closed session was adjourned at 10:35 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Micah Borne 


