
Dear friends in Christ, 

  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. In an effort to get ahead 

of misinformation and unnecessary misunderstandings regarding Governor Holcomb’s most 

recent executive order requiring face coverings in many public spaces beginning Monday, July 

27, I am sending this e-mail with the pertinent facts from the order itself (not summaries or news 

reports or hearsay) as they relate to our life together at St. John, Bingen. I have also attached the 

full order to this email should you wish to read it in its entirety. I pray that, by God’s grace, 

being properly informed will help us all to continue in charity and love for one another as we 

faithfully receive the Lord’s means of grace in corporate worship and respond in loving service 

in and for the world. This includes continuing to be patient and understanding with one another, 

acknowledging that now as always different people will hold different opinions and perspectives 

about these strange times and the temporary mandates these times have brought upon us. Please, 

dear friends, let us be kind to one another as the apostle exhorts us – “above all, keep loving one 

another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without 

grumbling” (1 Peter 4:8-9). 

  

From Executive Order 20-37 – “Face Covering Requirement” (following the excerpts below I 

cite specific facts from the order as they pertain to our life together at Bingen) 

  

 



 
 

 
Summary: We are exempt from wearing face coverings while attending worship, “but are 

strongly encouraged to do so if practicable and without undue risk, or alternatively, are strongly 

encouraged to wear a face shield” (EO 20-37:4[o]). Regarding private meetings (e.g. committees, 

boards, council, auxiliary groups) – “This order does not extend, however, to private offices, 

private workspaces or meetings in which six feet of social distancing can be achieved and 

maintained between people not in the same household” (EO 20-37:1[a]). 

  

Again, you are all free in Christ, “only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself’” (Galatians 5:13-14). Many may not know what is “right” regarding 

this mandate, its exemptions, and its recommendations. Remember, therefore, that our aim is not 

to be right, but to be faithful – not to be better-than-the-next-guy, but to build one another up in 

love. If we must err, let us err on the side of courtesy, patience, and kindness. For the sake of 

Christ, I implore you to respect one another’s conscience as we all seek to walk together in faith 

toward God and fervent love toward one another “in order that in everything God may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 

Peter 4:11b). 

  

In Christ, 

Pastor Brock 


