
 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church   Bingen 
11555 N. US Highway 27 

Decatur, IN 46733 
Website: www.stjohnbingen.com  

Worship: Currently by appointment. 

Phone:   260-639-6178   churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com 

Office Hours: Currently as necessary.  
_____________________ 

 

The Reverend Peter Brock                                pastorbrock@stjohnbingen.com 

                                                    phone:  260-301-1640 

The Reverend Christopher Maronde                           pastormaronde@gmail.com 

                                                    phone:  402-802-4279 
Music Director:        Mrs. Jessica Gavrun 

Assisting Organists:                         Mrs. Jackie Sanderson 

Mrs. Vicki Schallhorn 

Kantor and Handbell Director:    Mr. Andy Gavrun 

Fieldworkers:    Mr. Isaiah Armbrecht 

Church Office:    Mrs. Pam Selking 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Bulmahn, Kristie White, Rae Lynn Fuhrmann, Carolyn Zelt, Lora 

Hormann, Ardina Lepper, Jesse Minnich, Tony Feipel, Donnalyn Melcher, Karen Heckman, 

Pastor Ottis Sauls, David Caston, Ruth Scheumann, Doug Radamacher, Lloyd Brenneke, Mike 

Fifer, Stan Bultemeyer, Steve Lommatzsch, Amy Peters, Loretta Deal, Nancy Hall, Katie 

Mahlan, Mary Hall 
 

Shut-ins: Dorothy Bultemeier, Ileen Bultemeier, Kathy Cutler, Marlene Duffey, Marlene 

Fuhrman, Florence Hoffman, Joyce Klosterman, Alvina Sauer, Larry Scherer, Arnita Schroeder, 

Jean Uffelman, Bill Yunk, Janet Yunk 
 

Our Soldiers: Garry Murdock, Jr., Jason Sauer, Ryan Scherer, Adam Schlemmer 

 

News, Notes, and Updates 
 

We rejoice with our 8th-graders who have successfully completed their examination by Pastor 

and been invited to the Lord’s Supper through the “Rite of First Communion Prior to 

Confirmation:” Hailey Cole, Job Hoffman, Andrew James, Arabelle Laurent, Taylor Louis, 

Carly Oetting, Emma Scheumann, and Jordan Strickler.  
  

Divine Service Schedule 

On Friday, May 1, Governor Holcomb issued Executive Order 20-26, a “Roadmap to Reopen 

Indiana for Hoosiers, Businesses, and State Government.” This new executive order states that 

“on or after May 8, 2020, religious services, including wedding ceremonies and funeral services, 

may continue and will no longer be subject to limits on social gatherings. However, social 
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distancing and other sanitation measures…will continue to apply” (EO 20-26, [14.b]). To avoid 

misunderstandings and confusion, please note carefully the distinction between “religious 

services” and “social gatherings.” While social gatherings are currently limited to twenty-five 

(25) or fewer people, religious services are not. Nonetheless, as the size of gatherings increases 

at Bingen, so must our diligence and care in sanitation measures and still-mandated distancing. 

We will therefore continue to increase, not decrease, our efforts to receive the Lord’s means of 

grace both faithfully and responsibly. Now as always, your patience and understanding are 

requested and appreciated. 
 

Since 29 March 2020, we have safely and effectively maintained a schedule of small-gathering 

Divine Services every thirty minutes on Saturdays, Sundays, and throughout the week, serving 

an average of 220 members each week. Specific and careful measures have ensured that the 

Lord’s house and entry areas are disinfected and sanitized between each service. Please see the 

May newsletter or Pastor’s Report to Voters for further information on how Bingen has 

continued in faith and love throughout this time of trial and for a list of the many members who 

have provided needed and faithful service throughout these strange times. 
 

Today, the schedule of Divine Services changes to one service every hour beginning at 8 a.m. 

(and continuing at 9 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 11 a.m.; 12noon; 1 p.m.; etc.) with approximately fifty (60) 

people at each service. 335 members are currently scheduled for these services. We may be able 

to increase the number of people at each service in the future, but for now we are keeping it to 

that number to ensure adequate distancing and time for thorough disinfecting and sanitizing 

between each service. This schedule will continue the Sundays following until or unless state or 

local law changes. Now as before, separate appointments/services can be scheduled for elderly 

and/or vulnerable individuals and/or families. And again, now as before, those who are strictly 

self-isolating are free in Christ Jesus to remain home at this time. Please contact Pastor Brock if 

you wish to be added to the schedule of Divine Services. It is best if you e-mail him at 

PastorBrock@gmail.com, but if that is not possible or practical for you, then feel free to call him 

on his cell phone at 260-301-1640. Please leave a message if he is unable to answer, and he will 

call you back as soon as possible. If you do not hear back from him within 24 hours, then you 

can assume he did not receive your e-mail or voicemail. Please try again.  

 

Website  

Our website (www.stjohnbingen.com) is being updated regularly. It includes videos and bulletins 

(including all Readings and Hymns) for all recent Prayer Offices. You may also find helpful the 

Morning Prayer videos posted to the Wyneken website (www.wyneken.org).  

 

E-mail  

E-mails have been sent at least weekly for the past 6 weeks with significant updates. If you or 

someone you know wishes to begin receiving these, please e-mail the church office 

(churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com). Please share this information with your family & neighbors 

. 
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Wyneken Spring Association Meeting 

The spring association meeting for Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School has been postponed to 

Thursday, May 28.  More information regarding the meeting will be forthcoming.   
 

Issues, Etc.  MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS 

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, 

IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's subjects include: Recovering from a 

Pandemic, "Faithfulness" in the Bible, The Netflix Series "Mrs. America," The Holy 

Communion Liturgy, and more.  You can listen live or on-demand at issuesetc.org and on the 

LPR mobile app. 
 

Lutheran Public Radio, Inc. You can listen to Lutheran talk and music anytime. 

issuesetc.org      lutheranpublicradio.org    thewordendures.org 
 

CTSFW - Daily Chapel – ctsfw.edu/daily-chapel/ is live-streamed each weekday @ 10:00 a.m.  
 

T STEWARDSHIP CORNER T 
A little levity to lighten your day: A little boy was attending his first wedding. After the 

service, his cousin asked him, “How many women can a man marry?” “Sixteen,” the boy 

responded confidently. His cousin was amazed and asked, “How do you know that?” “Easy,” the 

little boy said; “All you have to do is add it up, like the Pastor said: 4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 

poorer.” 
 

1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light.” God has called us to be His own. He has chosen us out of 

love, out of mercy, out of sheer, divine joy. The Apostle says that God has done this that we may 

share in His glory and joy, that we may “proclaim the excellencies of Him” who has made us His 

own. And truly, this is our delight! His joy brings joy in our hearts as well. 
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