
Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Many looked forward to this afternoon’s announcement from our governor, perhaps with different expectations. Many 

may remain confused and/or consternated, pondering over phases and phrases and still wondering like Lutherans, 

“What does this mean?” From the beginning of these strange times, St. John, Bingen committed herself to respond 

only to the facts she had in evidence, and to do so in a responsible and sustainable way. We continue to do that now. 

Thus, per the newest Executive Order (EO 20-26), the schedule of Divine Services established for this weekend (both 

Saturday [tomorrow, May 2] and Sunday [May 3]) will continue as planned. An update to this schedule may be 

announced next week as today’s Executive Order declares that “religious entities and places of worship…will no 

longer be subject to limits on social gatherings” as of May 8, 2020 (EO 20-26 14.b). Nevertheless, local governments 

may continue to impose further restrictions with their own circumstances in view, and we will continue to 

communicate and cooperate with our county’s sheriff, public health officer, and attorney to ensure that we are properly 

loving our neighbors while retaining our faithfulness to God. Furthermore, mandated distancing and sanitation 

requirements continue to apply. Now as before, please be patient with your pastors and fellow parishioners as we seek 

to respond both faithfully and responsibly. Finally, every family and individual with an established time to receive the 

Lord’s Divine Service should be assured that they will continue to be afforded that opportunity. All others remain 

welcome to contact me with any needs of body or soul, including if they wish to be added to the schedule of Divine 

Services.     
 

Gospel Reading for Easter 4: John 10:1-10 

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, 

that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper 

opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but 

they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 

door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. 

If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 

and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

 

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday, and to speak of Jesus as the Good Shepherd is to call upon Psalm 23. The 

Lord is my Shepherd. I shall not want. And yet we do want...we want all the time. We want the shepherd to listen to 

all of our incessant bleating. We want his sheepdogs called pastors to mind their own business, lighten up, and leave 

us alone to follow our noses. We want to choose our own feeding grounds where the flowers look so much prettier 

than this grass of Holy Scripture our Shepherd gives us to munch on all the days of our life. In sinful rebellion, we do 

not really want a Good Shepherd but a hireling, one who does not own us, one we can keep at arm’s length, use when 

we feel like it, ignore when we don’t, and trade out whenever convenience or our own felt needs dictate. But to boast 

with King David in Psalm 23 that Jesus is our Good Shepherd means that we must also confess that "we are the people 

of his pasture and the sheep of his hand."   

 

This isn't the most flattering of pictures, at least when you look only at the sheep. Sheep are a very high maintenance 

animal. They are stubborn, often mean, prone to wandering, not terribly bright, and most importantly, sheep are utterly 

dependent, which is precisely the picture that God is painting here. The prophet Isaiah writes that "All we like sheep 

have gone astray, everyone has turned to his own way." But then Isaiah continues: “the Lord has laid on Him, His 

servant, the Good Shepherd, the iniquity of us all.” This is what makes the image so comforting. Jesus is the kind of 

shepherd for you and for the whole world that other shepherds would think a fool. For our Good Shepherd Jesus thinks 

that the life of his sheep is more important than his own. Our Good Shepherd Jesus, to save his flock, willingly throws 

his body between the lambs and the wolves and says to the old evil foe, "Go ahead! Sink your fangs into my flesh 

instead of these dear sheep. Spill my blood instead of theirs." Our Good Shepherd Jesus loves you, his sheep, with a 

love so true that He laid down his life for you. 

 

And it is this Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who warns you about the thieves and the robbers who come only to kill 

and steal and destroy.  "I am the door of the sheep" Jesus says. Anyone who climbs in by another way is a thief and a 



robber." That "other way" is any way other than Jesus' death and resurrection, the gifts of which are given to you in 

Word and Sacrament. He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep, Jesus says. The sheep hear his voice and 

he calls his own sheep by name in the waters of Holy Baptism, in Holy Absolution, in Holy Communion, and hearing 

the voice of their Good Shepherd, the sheep follow him as He leads them out of death and the grave to life everlasting.  

Jesus is the one and only door and his cross the doorway. It is said that back in Jesus' day, when the night came, and 

the shepherds had rounded up all their straying sheep and got them into the pen, then the shepherd would lay down in 

the doorway, the opening of the pen, and there he would sleep.  If anyone or anything wanted to get to the sheep, they 

would have to get through the shepherd first. It's like the shepherds were saying to the wolves and the robbers: "If you 

want to get to my sheep, you'll have to go through me. You'll only steal and kill and destroy these sheep entrusted to 

my care over my dead body." Jesus says, "I am the door of the sheep." He literally lays down His life for the sheep in 

the bloody doorway of the cross. There he lies in the door of death, and through His death, His sheep can go in and out 

and find pasture. So at the end of this day and at the end of all your days, you can say with King David, "surely 

goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life." And at the end of it all, there is a promise held in trust that 

is as sure as Jesus crucified and risen from the dead is sure: “You will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." In the 

meantime, when the wolves and the robbers come attacking you and your loved ones, remember that between you and 

danger stands the victorious, Good and Noble Shepherd, staring down the devil, his demonic thieves, and anyone else 

who would try to rob you of your salvation, and though they growl and bark, over the noise you can hear your 

Shepherd shouting, "Over my dead and risen body."  


