
St. John, Bingen Voters Meeting 
27 April 2020; 7 p.m. 

 

 

Logistical Considerations 
 

PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE AT ALL TIMES 

Please park where you are directed. When directed to exit, everyone must please leave the property promptly. 

Please do not re-park in pairs or groups or even individually on or near church or school property. We need 

everyone’s cooperation, please, to maintain safety and compliance with the law. You may contact Pastor later in 

the week if you need something from inside the building. Neither the church nor the school building may be 

entered. Please remain in your vehicle at all times. Restroom facilities are not available. Please remain in your 

vehicle at all times. Thanks be to God for Chris, Tina, Isaac, and Landon Caston, Deacons (Chris Hoffman, 

Mark Laurent, Logan Lepper, and Gary Murdock, Sr.), Trustees Grant Kukelhan, Darin Scheumann, and Nate 

Hoffman, and Church Council Officer Delin Kleine for facilitating this meeting. 

 

The radio station is 107.7 FM. 
 

If you have a simple question, you may text President Don Gresley (260-417-7515). He will use his discretion 

as chairman either to announce and answer your question publicly or text you back privately. 

 

If you find it necessary to ask a question publicly or address the assembly, please turn on your flashers (hazard 

lights). A microphone will be brought to you when you are recognized by the chairman, President Gresley. 

 

The following is ordinary parliamentary procedure. Since many of our members are not well familiar with 

proper procedure, this may seem new. It is not new. It is followed in this circumstance for the sake of efficiency 

and clarity. President Don Gresley, at his discretion, may ask for unanimous consent (without objection) to 

approve reports and any business items. If there is no objection, then such reports and possible action items will 

be adopted by unanimous consent (without objection). If there is objection, a vote will be taken. The chairman 

will give an opportunity to object by honking your vehicle’s horn a single time. If a vote becomes necessary, the 

chairman will likewise ask for the “yeas” and “nays” to be indicated by honking the vehicle’s horn a single time 

for each voting member in your vehicle at the time of the vote. If the vote’s outcome is unclear, ballots will be 

distributed at the chairman’s discretion. Again, though it may be strange to be inside of your vehicle, this 

process for asking for unanimous consent and, if necessary, for voting is ordinary parliamentary procedure.  

 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Devotions 

3. Acceptance of New Voting Members 

4. Presentation of Minutes (previously distributed) 

5. Treasurer’s Report (included below; pp. 2-5) 

6. Financial Secretary’s Report (included below; p. 6) 

7. Pastor’s Report (included below; pp. 7-10) 

8. Reports from Boards and Committees (Stewardship Report included below; pp. 11-12) 

9. Old Business 

10. New Business 

11. Adjournment with Lord’s Prayer 
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Pastor’s Report for St. John, Bingen Voters Meeting – 27 April 2020 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT FOR April 27, 2020 
    SOULS COMMUNICANTS 

Membership as of January 20, 2020                                                            901                               689 
 

BAPTISM/RATIFICATION OF BAPTISM 

January 26, 2020 Hazel Lynae Lafuente    +1 

February 2, 2020 Jacob Andrew Whalen    +1 

February 19, 2020 McKayla Courtlann Stine   +1 

March 8, 2020  Charlotte Grace Maronde   +1 

April 19, 2020  Jeffrey Aaron Cole     +1 
 

FIRST COMMUNION PRIOR TO CONFIRMATION 

April 12, 2020  Arabelle Laurent       +1 

April 12, 2020  Emma Scheumann       +1 

April 19, 2020  Taylor Louis        +1 

April 19, 2020  Hailey Cole        +1 

April 19, 2020  Jeffrey Cole        +1 

April 24, 2020  Carly Oetting        +1 

April 24, 2020  Jordan Strickler        +1 
 

CONFIRMATION    

February 19, 2020 McKayla Courtlann Stine      +1 

March 11, 2020  Jean and Maranda Gigli    +2   +2 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

TRANSFER IN 

 

MARRIAGE/CONSECRATION/AFFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE 

 

HOLY DEATH 

 January 21, 2020  Lee E. Bryant     -1   -1 

 

TRANSFER OUT 

April 27, 2020  Kathleen M. Krey (to Zion, Decatur)  -1   -1 

April 27, 2020  Madison Schieferstein     -1   -1 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne)    

April 27, 2020  Dawn (Schieferstein) Collins    -1   -1 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne) 

April 27, 2020  Tate and Logan (Schieferstein) Boenker  -2   -2 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne) 

April 27, 2020  Shelby Schieferstein    -1   -1 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne) 

April 27, 2020  Anthony Schieferstein    -1 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne) 

April 27, 2020  Natasha Schieferstein    -1 

   (to Promise, Fort Wayne) 

 

PEACEFUL RELEASE 

 

OTHER 

 

CHANGES TO SOUL COUNT 

       _____       ______ 

Membership as of April 27, 2020                                                                 899                                692 
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Pastor’s Report for St. John, Bingen Voters Meeting – 27 April 2020 (cont.) 

 
Worship and Pastoral Care  

Per Indiana Governor Holcomb’s “Stay-at-Home” order(s), all in-person, corporate (10 or more people) 

activities are currently suspended. Appointments with Pastor may be lawfully kept, including the established 

schedule of small-gathering Divine Services followed the past five Saturdays and Sundays. That schedule will 

continue for as long as necessary. Please contact Pastor with any needs of body or soul, including if you wish to 

be added to the Divine Service schedule. Currently, small-gathering Divine Services are scheduled every 30 

minutes on Sundays from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturdays from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m., and at various times throughout 

the week (these mostly at church with a few necessary home visitations). An average of 220 members are 

receiving the Lord’s Divine Service each week for the past five weeks (since 29 March 2020). Many members 

have offered donations of their time and/or earthly goods, so please do not hesitate to contact Pastor if you have 

any kind of need.  

 

Website  

Our website (www.stjohnbingen.com) is being updated regularly. It includes videos and bulletins (including all 

Readings and Hymns) for all recent Prayer Offices. You may also find helpful the Morning Prayer videos 

posted to the Wyneken website (www.wyneken.org).  

 

E-mail  

E-mails are being sent with significant updates to those for whom we have e-mail addresses. If you or someone 

you know wishes to receive these and your e-mail is not listed in the current directory, please e-mail the church 

office (churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com). Please also share this information with your family, neighbors, and 

friends. 

 

For Church Records/Future Generations: How St. John, Bingen, by God’s Grace, Kept Her Faith in 2020  

 

+ Bingen’s Faith and Love in a Time of Trial + 

 

When the pestilence that presently plagues us first came to our country and community, the Lord’s Word went 

forth to the people of God at St. John Lutheran Church, Bingen from Romans, chapter 5 (on Lent 3; 15 March 

2020): 

 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 

and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope 

does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us.” (Romans 5:1-5) 

 

“We rejoice in our sufferings,” says the apostle. We do not panic in our sufferings. We do not despair in our 

sufferings. We do not become angry or resentful or judgmental or self-righteous or despondent or selfish in our 

sufferings. No, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we who are created by God, who are provided for by God, 

who are defended against all danger, who are guarded and protected from all evil by God, we rejoice in our 

sufferings. 

 

In the same context, it was noted that when the Black Death (bubonic plague) hit Wittenberg in 1527, Luther 

and Bugenhagen chose to stay to minister to the sick, the dead, and the distressed. In an open letter penned in 

the midst of that pestilence, however, Luther wrote that not everyone should do the same. Some may flee. 

Indeed, some should flee. Others must stay. Circumstance and vocation dictate the Christian’s decision, and 

Luther urges those who are attacked by “sword, famine, wild beasts, or pestilence” (Ezekiel 14:21) neither to 
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forsake their vocation to serve the neighbor nor to tempt God through over-bold recklessness that scorns proper 

precaution. Likewise, according to our vocations, customs, and faithful efforts to care for one another, different 

Christians and congregations will make different decisions and take different precautions. Now as always, the 

body of Christ is called to patient love and understanding as we aim not to be right but to be faithful. “Therefore 

let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or 

hindrance in the way of a brother…So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding” 

(Romans 14:13, 19) as together we rejoice in our sufferings.  

 

Some may flee, Luther wrote. Indeed, some should flee. May the Lord comfort and keep those strictly staying at 

home at this time in the one true faith and certain hope of His salvation. May their conscience be free in Christ 

Jesus. Such ones have been and will continue to be encouraged to heed their conscience, to be confident that in 

these strange times the decision to self-isolate may well be the responsible and faithful response for many. Such 

ones have been and will continue to be exhorted to find rest and refuge in the promises of God never to leave or 

forsake them. Some may flee. Indeed, some should flee. Others must stay. 

 

Encouraged by the unanimous consent of the Church Council, St. John Lutheran Church, Bingen will stay. The 

Lord’s Divine Service to His people on earth will not cease until Christ returns, regardless of global or local 

catastrophe (whether real or hystericized), laws (whether just or unjust), restrictions (whether reasonable and 

responsible or reactionary and reckless), or persecution (from the devil, the world, or our own sinful flesh). 

Trusting, indeed rejoicing, in whom the Lord has created and located us to be, the very body of Christ 

baptismally risen from the grave never to die again, we know that while sickness, suffering, and death are evils, 

they are not the greatest evil. The greatest evil would be to lose God, that our faith would fail when times are 

troubled. Thus, in the Rite of Confirmation, acknowledging the gifts God gives us in our Baptism, we, the 

children of God at St. John, swear to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death. We swear in that rite to continue steadfast in this 

confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it. We swear this, we teach and 

rear our children to swear this, knowing and believing that while sickness and death are evils, they are not the 

greatest evil. We swear this, we teach and rear our children to swear this, knowing and believing that while 

sickness and death are evils, they are evils that have been defeated. We swear this, we teach and rear our 

children to swear this, knowing and believing that while sickness and death are evils, they are evils given 

meaning and purpose in the suffering and death of Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord. 

 

We do not fear that seeking medical help or heeding the recommendations of our government necessarily 

demonstrates a lack of trust or faith on our part. Rather, it indicates only that we trust God to care for us 

mediately – through the love and concern of others. But at the same time, we should not suppose that medical 

caregivers or earthly rulers can finally provide the wholeness that we need. At every processional to the 

cemetery since 2010, these words of the Lord from Psalm 118 have been proclaimed: “Out of my distress I 

called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in 

man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.” These words, true and trusted as we lay our 

dear ones down to sleep in the soil of resurrection, are true and trusted in these times and always. Government 

officials and health professionals stand beside us, but they have not voluntarily shared our fate. They are lordly 

and awesome in their technical and political prowess, but they are not the Lord whom death could not hold. 

This need not and should not mean a rejection of the penultimate healing that scientific and clinical medicine 

offer us or an obtuse or thoughtless rebellion against the Lord’s instituted government. Nor does it require 

ignoring sound and factual medical data or defying the government when the Scripture and our conscience 

permit us to submit. The best physicians and public officials know, however, that their art at its highest must 

cooperate with powers beyond their own. We should give them our respect and our gratitude, as well as our 

prayers and our patience, but not our devotion – and they, of course, should seek no more. Instead, we place our 

ultimate hope for Health and Wholeness in the God who himself has been broken by death – and who 

nevertheless lives. “Hope,” G.K. Chesterton once wrote, “is the power of being cheerful in circumstances we 

know to be desperate.” That hope is the gift of God to us even and especially in times when illness and death 

threaten. 
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Thanks and praise be to God, therefore, for His faithful people in this place who continue to hold fast to the 

hope we have both faithfully and responsibly. Insofar as the current laws, restrictions, recommendations and/or 

guidelines do not transgress God’s Word or encroach upon our conscience, the Lord’s people in this place have 

been exhorted to heed them. Nevertheless, St. John, Bingen will not close, will not panic, will not fear, will not 

doubt, will not forsake faithfulness for the favor of men, and, prepared to rejoice to be counted worthy to suffer 

dishonor for the name (Acts 5:41), when or if it comes to such a moment, will obey God rather than man. (Acts 

5:29) We have therefore established a sustainable schedule of small-gathering (10 individuals or fewer, in 

accord with current state and local law) Divine Services on Sundays and throughout the week. Specific and 

careful measures ensure that the Lord’s house and entry areas are disinfected and sanitized between each group. 

Members have both been contacted by the pastor and encouraged to contact him with any needs of body or soul. 

Currently, these small-gathering Divine Services are scheduled every 30 minutes on Sundays from 8 a.m. – 5 

p.m., Saturdays from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.; and at various times throughout the week. An average of 220 members 

are receiving the Lord’s Divine Service each week for the past five weeks (since 29 March 2020). The pastor 

also continues to visit those for whom travel to the church is not reasonable or safe, and he takes every 

precaution possible before and after such visits. Those confined to nursing homes, hospitals, or assisted care 

facilities, where visitation is prohibited, have (when appropriate, given each one’s condition) been telephoned 

and written via the USPS. Furthermore, in service to the devotional life of God’s people in this place and at this 

time, videos and bulletins, which include all readings and hymns, of prayer offices coordinated with our 

ordinary worship schedule have been and will, Lord willing, continue to be posted to our website. Regular e-

mails with updates and messages from the pastors are also being sent at least weekly. 

 

To that end, it is appropriate to give glory to God for those who made possible the Easter Sunrise gathering on 

12 April 2020, as well as those who continue to serve for the sake of the schedule of small-gathering Divine 

Services. Specific and special praise to God is due for the following, both for the 12 April 2020 Easter Sunrise 

gathering and for the Saturdays and Sundays previous and to follow: Chris Caston and his family (Tina, Isaac, 

and Landon) for setting up and attending to the platform, sound, radio transmission, live mixing for 

microphones, organ, choir, and more; Delin Kleine for greatly assisting with the platform set-up, parking, and 

offering barrels; Chris Hoffman for his many and varied efforts as chairman of the deacons including attending 

to the parking, bells, video recordings, and making sure everything is ready at 8 a.m. for the Sunday schedule of 

small-gathering services; the other deacons, Mark Laurent, Logan Lepper, and Garry Murdock, Sr. for their 

tireless service on parking, recording services, and attending the door throughout the Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

schedule regardless of weather; Grant Kukelhan and his trustees, Nate Hoffman and Darin Scheumann, along 

with the deacons mentioned above, for executing the parking protocol with flawless precision; Music Director 

Jessica Gavrun and Kantor Andy Gavrun for generously, patiently, and joyfully investing many, many hours to 

prepare and record services in addition to all of the extra work in preparation for and service of 12 April 2020’s 

Sunrise Matins Office; the small-group choir (Mark Scheumann, Don and Danelle Westrick, Cindy Holt) for the 

time they contributed both to record and then to serve at 12 April 2020’s services; Jon Zwick for adding his 

trumpeting skills to proclaim the day of the Lord's Resurrection; Elder Roger and Lisa Hormann for assisting to 

ensure the Saturday and Sunday small-gathering services are offered faithfully and responsibly and for 

attending the door on Saturdays; President Don Gresley for serving from the very beginning of this strange time 

of restrictions; and Altar Guild members Tina Caston and Chris Melcher for greatly increasing their attention to 

the candles and cleaning of vestments, ensuring both the sacredness and safety of the Lord's house. Several 

others have offered their assistance, and they are appreciated as well even as the number of volunteers is being 

kept to a minimum in accordance with the law and mandated distancing requirements. Thanks be to God also 

for the members who are donating their skills and earthly goods in loving care for their neighbors' bodily needs 

at this time.  

 

In these ways and more, we rejoice in the Lord always, even and especially in our sufferings, not anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving letting our requests be made known to 

God, trusting that the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7) 
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Report from the Board of Stewardship 
 

 

 

2019 Budgetary Shortfall 

The St. John Board of Christian Stewardship is pleased to report that our 2019 budgetary shortfall has been 

eliminated as of count on 3/09/2020.  Thanks be to God! We now start on the 2020 budget, we need $67,300 a 

month for the rest of the year in order to end the year with no deficit. With EVERYONE’S help, we can make 

this a reality.  The Lord continues to bless His church and our congregation by giving to us the faith and 

faithfulness that responds to His gracious gifts and supports God's work here at St. John, Bingen.  “We give 

thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and 

Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 1:2-3). 

To God alone be the glory! 

 

 

 

 

Unrequested and Unrestricted Funds Received from The Lutheran Foundation – $11,250 Received 

From Marcia Haaf, CEO of The Lutheran Foundation: “At a specially called meeting this week [letter dated 

April 14, 2020] of The Lutheran Foundation Board of Directors, we discussed that some of the financial 

resources entrusted to us could be shared to support the ministry of our Lutheran congregations ‘for such a time 

as this.’ Therefore, the Board approved over $1 million to be distributed among the 92 member congregations 

of The Lutheran Foundation. In a separate mailing later this week, your congregation will receive a check in the 

amount of $11,250 [received at Bingen’s money count on April 20, 2020]. While we don’t know what specific 

financial needs your congregation may have these days, we leave it to each congregation’s discretion to use this 

money as needed.” 

 

 

 

 

Center for Congregations – Connect Through Tech Grant 2020  
Grant amount up to $5,000  

(10% contribution from congregations / 90% grant funding from the Center for Congregations.) 

 

The Connect Through Tech grant is for future purchases only. It does not cover expenses already incurred. The 

goal of the Connect Through Tech grant is for Indiana congregations to purchase new technology resources to 

provide your congregational life offerings remotely (worship, education, pastoral care, spiritual formation, 

holiday celebrations, etc.) for technology needs related to changes in congregational life due to sheltering in 

place guidelines.   
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The St. John, Bingen Board of Stewardship Requests Voters’ Approval to Allocate the $11,250 from The 

Lutheran Foundation as Follows: 

 

• $5,000 be allocated to Salaries and Maintenance. 

 

 

• $2,208.42 be allocated to purchase the following technology replacements with $5,000 of total expected 

cost of $7,208.42 funded by the Center for Congregations Connect Through Tech Grant: 

 

1) Wireless microphone system for sanctuary - $3,600 

 

Rationale: Our current system is working in a frequency spectrum that has been recommissioned by 

the FCC. In July 2020, it could be illegal to use this frequency if a local service provider purchases a 

license in our market. Furthermore, early on in this time of recording services, one of the lavalier 

microphone packs broke. It would cost about $300-400 to repair our current system. Repairing an 

antiquated and soon-to-be useless system does not seem to make sense. The budget for 2 new 

wireless lavalier microphone systems and 1 new wireless handheld microphone system would be 

$1,200.00 each (with external antenna array) or $3,600.00 total. This budget would get us a wireless 

microphone solution that will last many years and sound natural with no interference and great range 

inside our building.  

 

 

2) Piano for sanctuary (Yamaha Clavinova CLP-645 Digital Upright Piano w/ Bench) - $3,608.41 

 

Rationale: Our current keyboard is both antiquated and dying. It must be restarted several times to 

function properly, and it is only a matter of time until it will not function at all. The price listed 

above includes shipping ($108.42 shipping cost). If we do not pay for shipping, we will need to wait 

for Sweetwater to open in order to pick up the piano, which would prevent us from using it during 

this time (a condition of the grant). 

 

 

• Approximately $4,041.58 of remaining funds be allocated to St. John’s Family Assistance Fund 

 

Rationale: Financial needs of our member families continue and are likely to increase in the near 

future. These unexpected, unrequested, and unrestricted funds from The Lutheran Foundation could 

be used to assist member families struggling financially because of the current circumstances. The 

reason this amount is approximate is to guarantee the $5,000 to Salaries and Maintenance and 

provide flexibility in case of small, unforeseen costs with the microphone system or piano. 

 

 

Summary  

Income: 

$11,250 received from The Lutheran Foundation (unrequested and unrestricted) 

 

Requested expenses to be paid from The Lutheran Foundation funds received: 

$5,000 for Salaries and Maintenance 

$2,208.42 for microphone system and piano (Total Cost: $7,208.42 with $5,000 paid for by grant) 

$4,041.58 (approximate) for Family Assistance Fund 


