
Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I pray you and your loved ones are well. This brief note shares two points of encouragement, the first 

concerning our loving responsibility toward our neighbor.  

 

If you have an appointment with me, you may lawfully keep it. Nonetheless, if leaving home or receiving a 

visitor makes you nervous at all, please stay home or call me to cancel a visit. Please do not feel guilty in doing 

this. If you have adult children serving you, please listen to their advice and wisdom. Just as you guided and 

protected them when they were young, so now they are loving and serving you with your best interest in mind. 

Some need to stay home because they might have been exposed to illness or infection or they are sick or 

symptomatic (cough, fever, runny nose, etc.). Some need to stay home because their consciences are bound or 

troubled, and they think that is the best practice. Some do not know what to think about what is best and are 

nervous. All those people should stay home and not feel any pressure. You are free in Christ Jesus who loves 

you and will never forsake you. Let us not judge one another harshly in these strange times but walk in love.  

 

Secondly, a word of encouragement from our Lord based on the Old Testament Reading for this week from 

Ezekiel 37:1-14. “Can these bones live?” That is the question the Lord asks in this Reading. It is also the 

question this Lenten season, as well as this strange time, finds us asking as both Lent and this peculiar period in 

world history call us to repentance – that is, contrition and faith. Can these dry, dusty, dead bones live? On Ash 

Wednesday we heard the words of our Lord. “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Paul 

writes that we are dead in our trespasses and sins. (Ephesians 2:1) Wretched man that I am. Wretched world in 

which I live. Who will deliver me from this body of death? (Romans 7:24) 

 

“Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25) For thus says the Lord God to our dry dusty 

bones: “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves O my people. I will put my Spirit 

within you, and you shall live.” To you, dear friends, the Lord’s word, “I will open your graves and raise you 

from your graves” sounds more like “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. To you the Lord’s word, “I will open your graves and raise you from your graves” sounds more like, “I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit.” To you the Lord’s word, “I will open your 

graves and raise you from your graves” sounds more like, “Take, eat. Take, drink. This is my body and blood 

shed for you for the forgiveness of all your sins.”  

 

And so it is a resounding “Yes!” Yes, these bones can live. These bones can live because the dead bones of our 

Lord and Savior were laid to rest in the dust of the earth. These bones can live because our Christ was raised 

from the dust of death on the third day. These bones can live because you are baptized into his death-defeating 

death and grave-opening resurrection, receiving the Spirit of God, as Ezekiel prophesies, and so you are 

children of God. These bones can live because you are forgiven all your sins for the sake of Christ who suffered 

and died for you. These bones can live because you eat of the living bread that comes down from heaven that, 

Jesus promises, gives life to the world (John 6:51), the true body and blood of Christ that is a foretaste of the 

feast to come and His certain testament that a great and glorious day is coming when you will hear the Lord say 

to you, “I open your grave. I raise you from your grave. 

Arise, dead bones, and live forevermore.” 

 

As always, you may call me anytime with any needs of body or soul. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Brock  

 


