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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Happy New Year! Happy Valentine's Day! Happy Easter! Happy Halloween! Happy Holidays!  These 

expressions all make sense, right? Even to the unbelieving world, these phrases are well-known and generally 

accepted as appropriate greetings throughout the calendar year. But what about "Happy Lent!"? It just doesn't 

carry the same ring. But why? 
 

One reason, I think, is that Lent has fallen off our culture's radar. Take Ash Wednesday for example. Fat 

Tuesday is well-known and widely celebrated with its Mardi Gras festivities. It fits our culture of consumption 

and comfort. But Ash Wednesday...not so much. While chocolate Easter Bunnies are already flying off the 

shelves, I have yet to see any marketing or advertising for wild honey-dipped Lenten locusts or manna-and-

quail Combos® Snacks. To be sure, this season of Lent - with its accompanying prayerful penitence, fasting, 

and alms-giving - is not consistent with a world that worships the false-gods of self-esteem, self-indulgence, 

and self-satisfaction. 
 

So perhaps that is another reason our ears are piqued by the sound of "Happy Lent." Lent, faith knows well, is 

a season of repentance - a 40-day journey around the cross and return to Holy Baptism. It is a season that sets 

in front of our faces the mirror of God's Law, showing us our sin and sinfulness and thereby our great need of a 

Savior. Lent is not a message of "picking yourself up by your bootstraps," for the season of Lent reminds us, 

again and again, that we have neither the strength to lift ourselves nor even the straps of which to grab hold. 

Thus, Lent is a somber season, with hymns sung to a minor key, with less music in worship than usual, with a 

beginning in ashes and an ending in solemn silence as the "strepitus" signifies the closing of God's tomb.  To 

all this shall we really say, "Happy Lent"? 
 

Yes, dear friends for whom Christ died; yes, we certainly shall. First, we give thanks to God that Lent has not 

been usurped by popular culture, dipped in chocolate, dressed in saffron robes, and made into a godless season 

the church no longer recognizes. Happily do we confess our faith to the world as we travel with Jesus through 

this 40-day wilderness, denying our sinful appetites, spending extra time in God's house and in His Word, even 

participating in the Lenten discipline of alms-giving by offering ourselves and our material blessings to the 

Lord and those in need. 
 

Second, although our joy is subdued for a time by mourning and ashes, we nevertheless rejoice that God 

promises "to grant to those who mourn in Zion - to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit" (Isaiah 61:3). Indeed, while our 

Lenten journey leads us on to the Mount of Calvary and its Good Friday cross, we know that on the other side 

of that crucifixion lies an open tomb and a resurrected Lord. 
 

You are baptized into the death of your Savior, Jesus Christ. You are baptized into His resurrection. Jesus went 

the way of fasting and weeping for you, and He now goes with you through this Lenten season, through the 

Lent of your whole life, through the Good Friday of your dying day, all of the way to your Easter resurrection 

of the body and the life everlasting in heaven. This is what the season of Lent is all about - returning you to 

your Holy Baptism, delivering to you the gifts of Jesus' cross and passion, preparing you to celebrate the feast 

of Easter not only this year, but also on that great and glorious Day of Easter forever. For all these reasons, the 

Lord grant to you and your family a most blessed and "Happy" Lent. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor   



 

T Lent 2020 T 
 

Historical, Liturgical, and Theological Background 
  

A little history...   
The church's first historical record of the Lenten season is from the Canons of Nicaea in A.D. 325. Since the 

early church's practice was to baptize catechumens at the Easter Vigil, the custom of fasting for these forty 

days before Easter may have originated in the required fasting of candidates for Holy Baptism. The number 40 

is suggested by the flood as well as the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and especially of our Lord Himself. If you look 

at your calendar and count, you will notice that the season of Lent actually contains 46 calendar days. This is 

because every Sunday is a "little Easter" and, technically, not counted as a day of Lenten fasting!  With six 

Sundays throughout the season of Lent, "46 days" - "6 Sundays" = "40 days of Lent!"   
 

Lent as both penitential and catechetical...    
In the Lutheran Church, repentance and catechesis are emphasized more than actual, physical fasting.  

Nevertheless, Martin Luther writes in The Small Catechism, "Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine 

outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared [to partake of the Lord's Supper and, we 

might add, to celebrate the joyful victory of Christ's Easter resurrection] who has faith in these words: 'Given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.'"  Such worthiness and preparedness is accomplished in us only by 

God through the work of His holy Word: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ" (Romans 10:17).  
 

To that end, the penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lent is catechetical because it points us 

toward our Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. As mentioned above, Lent historically developed 

as a season of preparation for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the church's refocus on the 

significance of Holy Baptism. The daily drowning of contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire 

Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This 

repentance is never the product of human wisdom, reason, strength or effort. Rather, it is always the divine 

work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the Law (which shows us our sin) and the Gospel (which 

shows us our Savior). The Law crucifies the old sinful nature that clings to our flesh, and the Gospel raises up 

the new man in us. (Romans 5:12-6:14)   
 

Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, 

nor is it an appeal for greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed 

proclamation and confession of the Law and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent 

is properly penitential and most surely catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross 

of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 

Lent at St. John, Bingen in 2020 

As noted and introduced above, the theme for St. John's Lenten Midweek Services, connected to our 175th 

Anniversary theme, is "The Apostles’ Creed: One Lord, One Faith, One Future." During the Lenten midweek 

services, we will reflect on the 2nd Chief Part of Luther’s Small Catechism – The Apostles’ Creed. As in 

previous years, our Lenten series will follow the Office of Vespers for our 1 p.m. midweek services and the 

Office of Evening Prayer for our 7 p.m. midweek services. Each service will last approximately 35-40 minutes. 

We rejoice to join in worship with the students of Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School at the 1 p.m. Office of 

Vespers, and various vocal choirs from Wyneken will sing a choral response at each service.  For those who 

desire to commune, an abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be offered approximately 15 minutes after the 

7 p.m. Evening Prayer Office.   
 

Please seriously consider making this year's Lenten worship 

opportunities a commitment and priority in your weekly schedule. 



 

 
2020 Lenten Schedule - "ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 4: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE: Apostles’ Creed: First Article 
Psalmody  Psalm 33 (ant.: v. 20) 

Office Hymn LSB 954 

Readings  1st Reading:    Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4-25 

   2nd Reading:   Matthew 6:25-33 

Small Catechism APOSTLES’ CREED – FIRST ARTICLE AND MEANING 

Closing Hymn LSB 811 

    

March 11: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE: Apostles’ Creed: First Article 
Psalmody  Psalm 107 (ant.: v. 19) 

Office Hymn LSB 953 

Readings  1st Reading:    Deuteronomy 7:6-11 

   2nd Reading:   2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

Small Catechism APOSTLES’ CREED – FIRST ARTICLE AND MEANING 

Closing Hymn LSB 895 

 

March 18: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE: Apostles’ Creed: Second Article 
Psalmody  Psalm 2 (ant.: v. 7) 

Office Hymn LSB 372 

Readings  1st Reading:    Matthew 1:18-25 

   2nd Reading:   John 20:24-29 

Small Catechism APOSTLES’ CREED – SECOND ARTICLE AND MEANING 

Closing Hymn LSB 539 

 

March 25: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE: Apostles’ Creed: Second Article 
Psalmody  Psalm 22 (ant.: v. 24) 

Office Hymn LSB 556 (stz. 1-5) 

Readings  1st Reading:    1 Peter 1:13-25 

   2nd Reading:   Luke 24:36-53 

Small Catechism APOSTLES’ CREED – SECOND ARTICLE AND MEANING 

Closing Hymn LSB 556 (stz. 6-10) 

 

April 1: ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE FUTURE: Apostles’ Creed: Third Article 
Psalmody  Psalm 143 (ant.: v. 10) 

Office Hymn LSB 496 

Readings  1st Reading:    1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

   2nd Reading:   John 6:60-69 

Small Catechism APOSTLES’ CREED – THIRD ARTICLE AND MEANING 

Closing Hymn LSB 500 

 
 

 

 

Midweek Services 
1 p.m.: Vespers 

7 p.m.: Evening Prayer 
 



 

T Christian Stewardship T 
 

Lent is a season of repentance. Repentance is turning away from sin, while we turn toward God for the 

forgiveness of sins. During Lent, we hear the Word of God and consider our lives in light of it. We confess our 

failures, and receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, and then commit ourselves to do better.  

 

What does God say about giving to the Church? The Bible tells us. Our giving should be first fruits giving 

(Genesis 4:4; Proverbs 3:9). Our giving should be regular, on the first day of week, which has the Divine 

Service in mind (1 Corinthians 6:1–2). Our giving should be proportional: according to our income (1 

Corinthians 16:1–2), according to what we have been given (2 Corinthians 8:12; Luke 12:48), our giving 

should be given with a spirit of eagerness and enthusiasm (2 Corinthians 9:2), generosity and liberality (2 

Corinthians 8:20), cheerfully without compulsion (2 Corinthians 9:7). Our giving should be directed to those 

who teach us (Galatians 6:6–7) because a laborer is worthy of his hire (Luke 10:7; 1 Timothy 5:18).  

 

Now consider your own giving in light of the Bible’s teaching. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out 

of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you 

giving proportionally and generously? Are you giving with eagerness and enthusiasm? Are you giving to your 

congregation, sharing all good things with the one who teaches you? If your answer to any of these is “No,” 

then repent. Turn away from your sin and toward God for forgiveness. Confess your failure. Receive 

absolution. And commit to do better. We know that the Spirit is willing but our flesh is weak. We believe, and 

we pray that God, through Word and Sacrament, would help our unbelief, our lack of trust in His ability to 

provide.  

 

And this is precisely what God promises. This is what St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth: “The point is 

this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all 

your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–15). 
 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord of all will both supply and increase what you need to give to the church for its 

work in and for the world. He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will enrich and bless us in every 

way and through this it will produce thanksgiving to God. Everyone benefits. We will be blessed in our giving, 

and it will produce thanksgiving to God in those who receive it.  

 

Giving to the church is not a burden, just like all of God’s teaching (1 John 5:2–4). They are not a burden 

because of He who gives it: the God who loves us and gave His only Son to die so that we may live. He loved 

us in that He sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law to redeem those under the law, that we might 

receive adoption as sons. . . . So we are no longer slaves, but sons, and if a son, then an heir through God 

(Galatians 4:4–5, 7). We are heirs. We receive the full rights of sons, a status that Christ our Lord achieved for 

us by His death, resurrection, and ascension.  

 

So we strive to do what He asks because we are His children. And when we don’t, we repent. We confess our 

sins. We receive absolution. We desire to do better, praying that God would work in us both to will and to do 

according to His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  

 

Lenten Collections support: St John Family Assistance Fund 
 



 

175th Anniversary of St. John Lutheran Church 
 

T One Lord, One Faith, One Future T 
 

An explanation of our 175th Anniversary Mission Offering is included in the first 175th Anniversary newsletter, 

which is also available in the entry of the church. You also should have received a mailing in December that 

included a calendar of events for this anniversary year. In brief, and in thanksgiving to God for blessing this 

holy little flock over the years, the congregation has designated a 175th Anniversary Mission Offering with the 

goal of raising $175,000 by the end of 2020 to support the mission and mercy work being carried out in 

Tanzania, Africa. Just as St. John was founded through the missionary efforts of Rev. Wyneken, so do we 

desire to show forth our faith and gratitude by offering $1,000 in mission funding for every year the Lord has 

strengthened and sustained His church at Bingen. These funds will be used in the following areas: 1) the albino 

orphanage being constructed on the campus of the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding School (currently under 

construction!!!); 2) the Lutheran seminary in Shinyanga; and 3) scholarships for international students to study 

at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne.  
 

The 175th Anniversary committee continues its work preparing for a year of celebration and thanksgiving in 

2020. Please take a moment to see the “bricks” that are “building” the model of St. John Lutheran Church in 

the south hallway of the Parish Hall. These “bricks” are inscribed with a special thanksgiving for a blessing the 

Lord has granted to one of our families, members, or friends through the ministry of St. John, Bingen. If you 

would like to “purchase” a “brick,” you may pick up a mission offering sheet in the entry of the church.  
 

The committee has also set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. If you have any historic, Bingen-related 

items of interest (such as pictures, documents, or artifacts) that you would like to loan for the display, please 

contact committee chairman Lynn Selking or archivist Linda Abdon. All items will be kept in a locked display 

case and returned when the display is changed. Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information 

along with a description of the item you are loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you. 
 

Request for Historically Significant Photographs – 1995-2020 

Please e-mail to the church office any photographs you have that capture something of congregational and/or 

historic significance. These may be included in the 175th book or other publications. If you need your 

photograph(s) scanned, please contact the church office or Pastor Brock. 
 

Bingen Show-and Tell – Stories from Bingen’s Past 

The first Sunday of every month in 2020, perhaps excluding the summer months, we will hear from our fellow 

members during the Bible Class hour about the history of Bingen, share fun stories and memories, and rejoice 

in the Lord’s continual blessings and grace upon this place for 175 years. If you would like to present an 

interesting item, story, or remembrance during one of these Sundays, please contact Lynn Selking. 
 

Historic notes: 
 

March 4, 1923  Resolved: to try the envelope system for contributions. 
 

February 8, 1942 Established school schedule as 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. so that all children can ride township 

   busses. 
 

December 7, 1942  Beginning this day, Sunday bulletins were printed on a regular basis. 
 

 



 

March Youth Events 

 
 

Middle School Youth Event  
Sunday, March 15; 1-5 p.m. – Bowling and More at Georgetown Entertainment 
We will meet in the Bingen parking lot at 1 p.m. on Sunday, March 15 to carpool to Georgetown 

Entertainment. There we shall bowl. We shall also take advantage of the SUPER SUNDAY WRISTBAND 

SPECIAL!!!! That means unlimited bowling and the 4D Dark Ride Theater (whatever that is) and the 

Augmented Rock Wall and the Spin-Zone Bumper Cars. Oh, and there will be food. All of it will be included. 

None of it will be healthy. We plan to be back at Bingen at 5 p.m. Please let Pastor Brock know if you plan to 

participate by Thursday, March 12. Cost is $10 per youth. Parents, as always, we need drivers, who get to play 

and eat for free. Please let Pastor Brock know if you’re willing.  

 

High School Youth Activities 
 

March 1; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 
 

March 8; 2:30-7 p.m. – Escape Room & Bagger Dave’s 
As requested by the youth at our organizational meeting! We plan to leave from Bingen’s parking lot at 2:30 

p.m. and head to Escapology (2876 E Dupont Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46825). Escapology is a high adrenaline 

escape game where players are locked inside a themed room and must complete their mission before time runs 

out. During the 60-minute experience players are immersed into a real-life adventure where they must find 

hidden clues, crack codes, solve challenging puzzles and escape! After escaping (hopefully!), we will grab a 

burger and shake at Bagger Dave’s, conveniently located next door. We plan to return by 7 p.m. Cost per 

youth is $30.  
 

March 15; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Wyneken Service and Game Night 

 

March 22; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 

 

March 29; 5:30 p.m. – Movie Night at Caston Home 

Chris and Tina Caston will again host a movie night at their home (1988 E. 900 N.; Decatur, IN 46733). 

Come and enjoy their incredible home theater! Pizza and popcorn provided. Butter if you wish. Please note 

the start time of 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

Confirmation Class of 2020 -There will be a mandatory confirmation planning meeting for all 8th 

graders and their parents on Sunday, March 8 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. Please tell Pastor Brock if the 

coronavirus will prevent your attendance; otherwise we will see you there. 

 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


Stories from Bingen’s Past – Sunday, March 1st during Bible Class, Cindy Holt will present on the 

Mailand Family. 
 

Flower Chart 
 

You will find the flower chart posted on the wall next to the restrooms. Please reserve your Sunday to honor a 

special occasion, in memory of, or just because you would like to help beautify our worship.  Our flower 

coordinator is Tina Caston (260) 701-2272. 
 

Easter Flowers – Order Deadline is Wednesday, March 18th  
 

An order sign-up sheet has been posted with the flower chart. These flowers will be used for our Easter Vigil and 

Easter Sunday services. You may pick up your flowers anytime after the 10:30 a.m. Easter morning Divine Service. 

The following flowers are available for purchase. Thank you for helping to beautify the Easter services. 
Easter Lily - $10; Hyacinths - $8 (Blue, Pink, White or Purple); Tulips - $8 (Pink, Red, Orange, Yellow or Purple) 

Daffodils - $8 (Dwarf Yellow or Standard Yellow); Azalea - $19 (Pink); Hydrangea - $19 (Pink or Blue) 

 

Lenten Meals – Serving time begins at 5:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26th – Baked Potato Bar, Hot Chicken Sandwiches, Salad and Cookies – Oasis Youth  

March 4th – Broasted Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans, Hot Dogs and Dessert – Ladies Guild 

March 11th – German Meal, Meat, German Potato Salad, Green Beans and Dessert - 175th Anniversary Committee  

March 18th – Soup and Salad - Wyneken’s Kindergarten Class  

March 25th – Pasta Night – Social Committee 

April 1st – Soup, Sandwich, Salad and Dessert - Evangelism  

 

March 12, 2020 - Card Games 
Every 2nd Thursday of the month @ 1:30 p.m. we meet in the Parish Hall for cards, snacks and fellowship.   

All are welcome to join us! 

Ladies Aid - Quilting every Wednesday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
            

Want to learn an old craft that your grandmothers and great-grandmothers did to pass the time away? Why not join 

the Ladies Aid on Wednesday’s to learn how to hand quilt. You may spend the whole day or just a few hours as 

your schedule allows. We break for lunch (bring a sack lunch for yourself) and join us for some laughs and 

wonderful conversations.  

Cancer Pads  

Next sewing date:  TUESDAY, March 17th from 8 – 11 a.m. Contact person is Marilyn Kiess. 

 

Ladies Guild - All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Hymn: “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722 
 

Date:  March 17, 2020 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place:  Parish Hall 

Roll Call:  Some ‘demands’ of life are voluntary. We choose to serve in areas we enjoy with the gifts God has 

lavished upon us. What opportunities are you involved in by choice? 

Mission Service Project:  Indiana District Convention Decorations 

Serving:  Evelyn Aumann and Cindy Berning 
 



 
 

LWML News  
 

Continue to cut your cancelled stamps from your daily mail and place in the stamp collection box across from 

the nursery.  Trim stamps leaving ¼ inch margin.  Your used stamps are sold to stamp dealers and the money is 

used by our district LWML Human Care Committee.   
 

LWML Mites will continue to be collected on the 4th Sunday of each month.  This month’s featured grant is 

Restoring Hope for Detroit Children.  Camp Restore Detroit uses your mite-giving to help renovate houses into 

Christ-centered community outreach centers and community gardens, where lives of children and families can 

be changed.   
 

Upcoming dates for the LWML Prayer Service and the LWML Spring Rally remain undetermined at this 

printing.   
 

Save the Date! June 19 -21, 2020 for the LWML Indiana District Convention! 
“Transformed Together-Together We Serve” 

Concordia Lutheran High School, Ft. Wayne, Indiana 

Registration forms will be in the Spring Good News. 

Contact person is Marilyn Bulmahn. 
 

LLL 38th Annual Prayer Breakfast: 
 

When:  Saturday, March 21, 2020 

Time:  8:30 a.m. 

Where:  St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2131 Getz Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804 

Cost:  $10 full breakfast (catered by Grants) 
 

We will welcome the Speaker for the Lutheran Hour, Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (St. Louis) as our Keynote 

speaker - his first visit. 
 

LLL is the Lutheran Laymen's League - Local lay men and women supporting Lutheran Hour Ministries with 

resources for their congregations. You may contact me if you have questions or comments.  Thank you.   

- Rich Kraus    mobile (260-437-7990)  
 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Friedheim-Annual Soup and Sandwich Dinner with a Craft 

and Bake Sale, on Sunday, March 8th, 2020, at Wyneken. 
 

MENU: Homemade Soups, Sandwiches, Salads and Desserts.  The meal will be served from 10:00 a.m. 

through 1:00 p.m. with carryout service available. 
 

Senior Citizens’ (55+) Lunch and Program – Thursday, March 5th from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at New 

Hope Lutheran Church, Ossian. The ladies of New Hope will provide a free lunch and the Soarin’ Hawk 

Raptors will give a presentation on raptors with live birds. RSVP by Tuesday, March 3rd to the church office 

(622-7954). A free will offering will be accepted. 
 

PREMIER CONFERENCE FOR LUTHERAN LAITY...You're invited to attend the Issues, Etc. "Making 

the Case" Conference on Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13 at Concordia University Chicago. You can 

meet and hear:  Mollie Hemingway of The Federalist, Mark Hemingway of RealClearInvestigations, Dr. 

Albert Mohler of Southern Baptist Seminary, Dr. Robert George of Princeton University, Rev. Hans Fiene of 

"Lutheran Satire," Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (a past fieldworker of Bingen) of Has American Christianity 

Failed? and Rev. Will Weedon of "The Word of the Lord Endures Forever."  Find out more and register 

at issuesetc.org/conference-2020/ or call (618) 223-8385. 
 

Experience Israel!  Join President Daniel and Lynn Brege as they host a tour of the Holy Land, January 12-21, 

2021.  See Capernaum, Gethsemane, the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Jerusalem, and much 

more.  The total cost is $3,997.00 (including a $500.00 deposit) from Chicago.  Early Bird Savings:  $90.00 off 

by 2/28/20; $80.00 off by 3/15/2020, etc.  To register online go to: RegisterNow.ittworld.com; tour code: 

Brege21.  For more information brochures and registration forms are available in the Bingen church office.  

Questions?  Call Lynn at (cell) 260-223-4359 or (home) 260-547-4256. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-2mZbuYLgQQhN_ysY-wClUGYBbcVLp_rQHnd1yPz2I4q6q9qGR4ZihYSPBft_gvc_JCqoc9Z8pophUG1rv3jm2T_5Jn_VLvT8tahNbrHDkVFsc_dQwTMo3XX7cCERSrmt6d8v8JsCKGP2ZR_HzHOssLPlK10IrPHp_NcRcNdOtKdfyuldJBRXERqO7Lzasr-&c=ZmFSt5VzzYrO_jMjbdabJAJkRaiwAElndmjDm5k6kng_VvkyuxoHYQ==&ch=cQhuehk52huhEULNUi-IlhCBKoNVN0N2mcZq_pmrmHN6Vydt5TdwNA==


 

 

Bingen’s Fish and Tenderloin Dinner - Sunday March 15th, 2019 

10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

At: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

11565 N US 27          Decatur, IN 46733 

Adults:  $10.00   Children: (6-12) $5.50; 5 and under Free 

All Welcome – All You Can Eat 

Fried by: Dan’s Fish Fry Service of Huntington 

*Drive Thru Available *Accepting Credit Cards 

Info:  260-639-6178 

Proceeds to: Family Assistance Fund 
Calling all men to volunteer: Please see the sign-up sheet in the church hallway. 
 

Bake Sale: The Ladies Guild will have a bake sale with the Fish Fry. Anyone may donate items for the sale. 

Please bring your baked goods before 10:00 a.m. to the Wyneken cafetorium on Sunday, March 15th. Thank-

you! Contact person is Danelle Westrick at 260-615-1019. 
 

Pictures Wanted – The Operation Barnabas Committee would like pictures of all members who have served 

or are serving in the military or are emergency responders. Pictures have been hung in the Parish Hall, and we 

would like all members to be included. 
 

Friday, March 20th and Saturday, March 21st – Spring Rummage Sale at St. John Lutheran Church, 

Flatrock, Hours: Friday, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. – Noon.  
 

Grief Share Program — Emmanuel Lutheran Church (Soest), 9909 Wayne Trace, Fort Wayne is launching 

a very helpful ministry to those of us who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Since there is no time limit on 

grief, it is open to all who would like to move forward through a focused Christ Centered ministry. We will 

meet in the church's Christian Growth Center on Saturdays beginning February 29th through May 23rd from 

9:00-11:00 a.m.  If you cannot start immediately, you may start at any time. Contact Mary Hines at (260)705-

0454, maryh@stjohn-emmanuel.com. You may also register online at GriefShare.org/groups. 
 

The Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School Board is seeking bids to repair sinking asphalt around drain 

basins in the school parking lot.   If you have an interest in this project, please contact Chad Baumann at 260-

223-3633 or maintenance@wyneken.org.  If we do not receive bids within the Association, outside bids will be 

sought. Bids are requested by Wednesday, March 11, 2020.  
 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School is seeking bids for lawn and grounds care for the 2020 season. 

There are 4 parts to the bid: A) Lawn mowing, trimming, maintenance B) Lawn fertilizer and weed control     

C) Second application of fertilizer D) Shrubbery and mulch maintenance.  Please contact the school office at 

(260) 639-6177 or Chris Caston  (260) 701-2276 for complete details of the work to be performed.  Those 

wishing to bid are requested to submit their bid to the Wyneken School Office by Friday, March 6, 2020. The 

bid selection will be conducted at the March school board meeting. 

 

The Wyneken Child Care has some part-time positions open.  If interested or desiring more information, 

please contact Christine Cornett, Director of the Wyneken Child Care program, at 639-6064. 

 

Looking Ahead to the Month of April 
 

Friday, April 17, 2020 - Trivia Night @ the Lynn Selking Family Farm 

 

mailto:maryh@stjohn-emmanuel.com
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March             Baptismal Birthdays 

 
Martin Aumann 

Jacques Beaulieu 

Robert Bergman 

Sylvia Berning 

Allison Bixler 

Kristin Bixler 

Gavin Blackburn 

Royce Bradbury 

Jeffrey Bultemeier 

Ronald Bultemeier 

Bonnie Caston 

Jorden DeBolt 

Amanda Emenhiser 

Marissa Feipel 

Ian Fifer 

Paul (Colton) Fuelling 

Mark Gallmeyer 

 

Clara Gavrun 

Bruce Gilreath 

Lonnie Graft 

Gregory Hardesty 

Stephanie Hartman 

Loren Heckman 

Amanda Hirschy 

Parker Hoffman 

Lora Hormann 

Andrew James 

Kelly Johnson 

Jeffery Kiess 

Linda Knowlden 

Meghan Kohne 

Jason Lautzenheiser 

Kyle Lawson 

Sarah Lee 

Ryan Lehrman 

Cassandra Moore 

Amy Peters 

Michael Peters 

Daniel Sauer 

Arnold Scheumann 

Mark Scheumann 

Nicholas Scheumann 

Roger Scheumann 

Garrett Schieferstein 

Madison Schieferstein 

Lucas Schlemmer 

Jeffrey Schroeder 

Jordan Schroeder 

Nathaniel Selking 

Nathan Shelton 

Jean Uffelman 

Phillip Wilder 

 
 

 
March            Wedding Anniversaries 

 
 

3/1   Nicholas & Jennifer Rohlf 

3/3   Donald & Hope Dressler 

3/3   Jon & Nikki Zwick 

3/5   Scott & Betty Schroeder 

3/6   Nathaniel & Joy Selking 

3/8   Jason & Glenna Groce 

3/8   Braden & Elizabeth Huff 

3/8    Jeffery & Jacelyn Livensparger 

3/9    Chris & Tammy Hoffman 

3/9    Jonathan & Julie Snyder 

3/12  Daniel & Karen James 

3/16  Mark & Jennifer Schieferstein 

3/17  Dale & Roxana Boenker 

3/18  Lynn & Sandra Selking 

 

 

 
We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have 

left you out, please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special 

dates.  We invite you to forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the 

office continually reviews our membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so 

that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or 

contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 



 
 
 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Annual Voters Assembly Meeting 
 

Date and Time: January 20, 2020, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Called to Order by: Chairman Don Gresley 
 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Daily Prayers from page 297 of the LSB.  

Hymn 396 “Arise and Shine in Splendor” was sung.  The readings were from 2nd Corinthians Chapter 8 and Mark 

Chapter 12 followed by comments on the readings and prayer. 
 

Recording Secretary’s Report: 

 The December 2, 2019 Voter’s Meeting minutes were approved as presented. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Nathan Selking presented his report in power point format (attached).  Nathan stated that on 

the “Fund and Estate Transactions” report only the accounts that had transactions in 2019 were included.   

 Verlin Bulmahn presented the Auditing Committee report (attached).  The committee, consisting of Jani MacDowell, 

Angela Smock and himself, found that the St. John – Bingen Church, Ladies Aid, Ladies Guild, the Middle School and 

High School Youth Groups, the Social Committee and Cemetery Committee financial records were in order. 

 Nathan presented the “Statement of Financial Position”.  Nathan commented that funds in accounts 12101 – Alter Guild 

Fund, 12107 Cemetery Endowment Fund, 12139 Social Activities Fund, 12150 VBS Fund and 12155 – Wyneken 

Student Fund were spent or transferred to other accounts in 2019 and these accounts will no longer be used.  The 

($125,373.48) in account 12000 – Flagstar Church Asset Accounts – Other is the amount that is used to fund the 2019 

Salaries and Maintenance Fund deficit.  This is money that we have essentially borrowed from ourselves.  Also account 

12600 – New Church Building Fund should be reported as a 13000 level account, but those funds are also being used to 

fund the deficit. 

 Nathan then discussed the “Statement of Activities – Salaries & Maintenance – Actual vs. Budget” report.  Total 

contributions & reimbursements for 2019 were $522,288.43.  This amount was short $121,862.57 of the amount 

budgeted for 2019.  Nathan explained several of the expense items.  Accounts 53110 – Organist and 53200 – Substitute 

Organist add up to the amount in the 2019 budget.  Regarding account 54220 – Vacation Bible School, St. Paul – Preble 

and Zion – Friedheim reimbursed St. John – Bingen $2,558.50: thus, our expense was $2,142.77.  There were no funds 

spent out of account 54430 – Office Expenses (Youth Program) as none of the Churches needed to provide any funds.  

The $155.00 over budget in account 55310 – Evangelism and Welfare was reimbursed by Lifetouch, Inc. and is 

included in account 41081 – General Reimbursements.  Account 56310 – Repairs and Maintenance was over budget due 

to more expensive sewer repairs than anticipated.  This also contributed to account 56400 – Electricity-Sanctuary being 

over budget as the sewer pump ran almost non-stop for some time.  Account 57000 – Insurance was over budget as 

simply not enough was budgeted in 2019.  In summary, actual expenses were $7,329.19 under budgeted expenses.  

Therefore, the deficit in 2019 was $116,300.68. 

 M/S/C  To accept the Treasurer’s report as corrected 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Delin Kleine presented his report in power point format (attached).  The 

“Ministry Outreach & Missions Summary” report indicated that $35,228.33 was given for these purposes.  Combining 

with the $14,560.00 donated to the 175th Tanzania Mission, $49,788.33 was given.  Delin stated that the Decatur 

Lutherans for Life is no longer able to accept donations.  Thus, the amount donated in 2019 and 2020 will need to be 

designated to another organization. 

 M/S/C To designate the 2019 and 2020 Lutherans for Life Sunday door collections to Right to Life Northeast Indiana  

 Delin reviewed the numbers in his report for the 4th Quarter of 2019.  Delin noted that without considering the 2018 

deficit amount, total receipts for 2019 are very close to the amount received in 2016, but lower than the amounts 

received in 2017 and 2018.  

 M/S/C  To accept the Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brock presented the membership changes since our last meeting (attached). 

There were three Baptisms – Mason John Gigli on December 18, 2019, Eleanor Lucille Shelton on January 12,  

2020 and Malia Kay Gilreath on January 19, 2020. 

One member was transferred to her eternal glory – Betty Witte on December 23, 2019. 

M/S/C To transfer in Roger Berning from St. Luke – Rennselaer, IN 

M/S/C To grant Meghan M. Kohne a peaceful release at her request 

As of January 20, 2020 there were 900 souls and 689 communicants. 

When the membership records were reviewed for 2019, two changes were needed.  The revised 2019 membership 

reports are attached.   

 Pastor stated that the Lenten Theme for 2020 will be “175th Anniversary: Apostles’ Creed: One Lord, One Faith, One 

Future”.  Ash Wednesday is February 26, 2020 with 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm Divine services.  The Wednesday midweek 

services will have a 1:00 pm Vespers with the Wyneken students and a 7:00 pm Evening Prayer Service followed by the 

Service of Sacrament.   

 Palm (Passion) Sunday is April 5, 2020. Holy (Maundy) Thursday is April 9, 2020 with 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm Divine 

services.  Good Friday is April 10, 2020 with the Chief Service at 1:00 pm and Tenebrae Vespers at 7:00 pm.  The 

Decatur Circuit Vigil of Easter will be at 8:00 pm on Holy Saturday, April 11, 2020. 

 The Resurrection of Our Lord is Easter Sunday April 12, 2020 with 6:30 am and 10:00 am Divine Services.  There will 

be a 6:30 pm Divine Service on Easter Wednesday April 15, 2020. 

 The Examination of the 8th grade confirmands will be on April 26, 2020. 

 Pastor thanked the Ladies Aid and Chris Caston family for their donation of the Holy (Maundy) Thursday alter frontal 

and other Bingen members for the Easter Paraments and Vestments.   

 Pastor reviewed the 175th Anniversary preachers and events for January and February.  Pastor thanked Lynn Selking for 

his work as chairman of the 175th Anniversary committee. 
  

Pastor’s Report (cont.) 

 Pastor reported that the Middle School Youth will be ice skating at Headwaters Park and eating afterwards at Coney 

Island on February 9, 2020 and be bowling and more at Georgetown Entertainment on March 15, 2020.  The High 

School Youth will gather at Parsonage I on February 9, 2020 and March 1, 2020 along with service nights at Wyneken 

on February 16, 2020 and March 15, 2020.  Approximately 10 High School Youth and several chaperons will be headed 

to Washington D.C. from January 22, 2020 to January 25, 2020 for the National March for Life.  On March 8, 2020 the 

High School Youth will go to an Escape Room and Supper.  Both The Middle School Youth (8th grade) and High 

School Youth will participate in A Winter Whiteout Weekend Retreat on February 21, 2020 through February 23, 2020.  

The February 26, 2020 Ash Wednesday supper will be served by the Middle School Youth and High School Youth.  

Pastor Brock thanked the many volunteers that helped with Youth this past year, including Pastor Yeager of St. Paul – 

Preble and Pastor Dahling of Zion - Friedheim. 
 

Board of Elders’ Report:  

 No Report 
 

Board of Trustees’ Report:  

 No Report 
 

Board of Deacons’ Report:  

 No Report 
 

Board of Education serving Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School Association: Chris Caston updated the 

members on several items.  First, painting of the middle hallway, etc. is complete.  Chris thanked all of the volunteers 

who helped on the project.  Secondly, the Board is accepting bids for lawn and grounds care in 2020.  Chad Bauman has 

been able to substantially reduce the outstanding maintenance items.  Fourthly, the sewer system repairs are complete.  

Next, the various committees are working on the 2020-2021 School year budget.  The budget may increase 

approximately 2% - 3%.  The board will be recommending tuition rates of $2,260.00 for members and $5,400 for non-

members.  The cost per student will be based on 190 students.  Finally,  the Board is continuing to work on job 

descriptions and updating several policies.   
 

Board of Education serving the Congregation: 

 No Report 

 

 

 



 

 

Board of Stewardship: Michael Scheumann reported that the Board met this past week to discuss the 2019 Salary and 

Maintenance Fund shortfall of $116,300.68.  Mick commented that the Board’s recommended plan is to have all 2020 

envelope contributions be applied to retire the outstanding deficit in the Salary and Maintenance Fund.  Once the deficit 

is retired, 2020 envelope contributions will be used to pay the 2020 approved budget expenses.   

 M/S/C Starting with the January 5, 2020 money count, to use all of the contributions from the 2020 Salary and 

Maintenance envelopes to retire the 2019 deficit 
 

   Nathan Selking explained that as of tonight there is only approximately $111,000.00 of our own funds to operate on.  

With expenses of approximately $55,000.00 per month and depending on contributions, that may not be enough.  

Nathan researched financing at various  

 local banks.  Interest rates vary from approximately 6.75% for an unsecured loan and approximately 5.75% for a 

farmland secured loan.  Due to over $500,000.00 on deposit, the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) would 

provide a $100,000.00 unsecured loan at 4.5%.  The Board recommends this option. 

 M/S/C To authorize obtaining a $100,000.00 line of credit for operating purposes at the Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund (LCEF) 

Board of Planning: 

   No Report 
 

Board of Evangelism:  

   No Report 
 

Kevin Selking reminded the members of the 2020 session (flyer attached) of the Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute (LBI) .  

Courses will be on January 28, 2020, February 4, 2020, February 11, 2020 and February 18, 2020 from 7:00 pm to 9:15 

pm at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School. 
 

Committee for Management and Care of the Farmland in the New Church Building Fund: 

No Report 
 

175th Anniversary Committee: Lynn Selking announced that events are in full swing, come and enjoy the activities. 
 

Cemetery Committee: 

 No Report 
 

Men’s Activities Committee:  

 No Report 
 

Lutheran Foundation: 

 No Report 
 

Old Business: 

   None 
 

New Business: 
 

 Chairman Don Gresley presented the following appointments: 

 Board of Planning Lee Bradtmueller (2020-2021) 

 Sunday School Superintendent Tom DeBolt (2020) 

 Bible Class Superintendent Dave Albersmeyer (2020) 

 Investment Committee Tyrone Boenker (2020-2021) 

 Farm Grounds Committee Verlin Bulmahn (2020-2021) 

 Cemetery Committee Norman Berning (2020-2021) 

 Activities Committee Aaron & Amanda Selking (2020-2022) 

 Men’s Activities Committee Kevin Brown (2020-2022) 

 LLL & Lutheran Hour Jon Yoquelet (2020-2021) 

 Auditing Committee Verlin Bulmahn, Jani MacDowell & Angela Smock (2020) 

 M/S/C To ratify the Chairman’s appointments 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Don Gresley presented the appointments to the Wyneken Strategic Planning Task Forces: 

  Early Childhood 

  Kathy Palacios 

  Travis Yoquelet 

  Brittany Schreiber 

  Finance 

  Jeff Kiess 

  Brad Melcher 

  Cameron Mere 

  Identity (faith and Service) 

   Lisa Hormann 

   Camille Oetting 

   Ryan Scherer 

  Facilities 

   Fred Sauer 

   Lucas Lepper 

   Chad McBride 

  Citizenship (academics and personal growth) 

   May Holt 

   Michael Kiess 

   Eric Whalen 

  Personnel (faculty and staff) 

   Amy Frecker 

   Chris Melcher 

  Lori Cole        

 M/S/C To ratify the appointments 

 Ron Fuhrmann stated that the Beautification Committee has completed the planned projects for the 175th Anniversary 

celebration.  There is $15,184.39 left in the fund. 

 M/S/C To return the excess funds of $15,184.39 in the Beatification Project Fund to the Salary and Maintenance 

Fund and apply towards the 2019 deficit 

Delin Kleine stated that the remaining 2020 contribution labels not picked up after Church services will be mailed to the 

members.  Furthermore, 2019 contribution statements will be  

 

New Business (cont): 

mailed by January 31, 2020.  Delin also noted that Thrivent Choice dollars need to be designated quarterly. 

M/S/C To Adjourn at 9:45 p.m. 

 Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 56 

Others Present: 1 

 

  Respectfully Submitted 

  Jeffery L. Kiess 
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March 1, 2020 – First Sunday in Lent 
 

Psalm 32:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

“Tempting Lies” - Sermon Text: Matthew 4:1-11 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
 

Have you ever been tempted to sin? We all have. And Satan, the father of lies, will lie to us to tempt us to sin. Jesus shows 

us how to resist temptation by relying on God’s Word for help, strength, and guidance. 
 

March 8, 2020 – Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-8, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

“Good News for You!” - Sermon Text: John 3:1-17 - Rev. William Mueller  
 

John 3:1-17 contain some of the most loved and treasured words of Scripture. We are right to dearly treasure these words! And 

these aren’t just words on a page, they are a description of how much our God and Savior loves us. This, indeed, is Good News 

for You! 
 

March 15, 2020 – Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Psalm 95:1-9; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-15 

“Under Construction” - Sermon Text: Romans 5:1-8 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 

Rejoice in the midst of sufferings? Impossible! Unless we understand that God accomplishes miracles in our lives through 

suffering, how suffering means that our lives are Under Construction. 
 

March 22, 2020 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Psalm 142; Ephesians 5:8-11; John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

“Displaying God’s Works” - Sermon Text: John 9:3 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 

Those who are or will be hospitalized, homebound, in a nursing home, or in some other way limited or restricted can be 

susceptible to feeling useless. But for the person who has faith in Jesus, no matter what the circumstances are, life always has a 

purpose. God uses each believer to display His wonderful divine works. 
 

March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:17-27, 38-53 

“Now What?” - Sermon Text: John 11:25-26 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 

Death and the horrible separation it brings are not what God intended for His creation and it causes confusion in the most ardent 

believer. This is what the death of the Lazarus did to his sister Martha. Yet Jesus entered into her confusion and despair and He 

spoke words of life that changed everything. 
 

 

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY: 
 

 7:00 a.m.   EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]   

 8:00 a.m.   MyTV 21.3              

 11:30 a.m. WINM-TV 12/38 [TCT]    

 4:00 p.m. & Monday 10:00 a.m.  Comcast 55 & Frontier 25 [PEG] 
 

* Note: This is just a short list of viewings on our local channels; more are available with other providers. 
 

“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - click "Online Worship": www.worshipanew.org 
 

mailto:info@WorshipAnew.org
http://www.worshipanew.org/
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