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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

On Sunday, February 23, we will observe the Transfiguration of our Lord, when we say farewell, for a time, to our "Alleluias" 

in preparation for the season of Lent. Still, knowing that death has been defeated by Jesus' death, believing that the grave has 

been opened by Jesus' resurrection, and trusting that the Lord's Word will accomplish the purpose for which God sends it forth, 

we faithfully learn to pray the words of the ancient Latin hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness:  
 

Alleluia cannot always / Be our song while here below; 
Alleluia, our transgressions / Make us for a while forgo; 

For the solemn time is coming / When our tears for sin must flow. 
 

Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, / Grant us, blessed Trinity, 

At the last to keep Thine Easter / With Thy faithful saints on high; 

There to Thee forever singing / Alleluia joyfully. 
 

The season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on February 26th, prepares and teaches us to anticipate and rejoice in the 

gifts of Christ's death and resurrection. Of course, while the church looks forward to February as the beginning of Lent, a season 

of repentance and receiving the Lord’s forgiveness in Word and Sacrament, our culture will likely celebrate the month of 

February for its 14th day, Valentine’s Day, ostensibly a day of “love” and receiving candy and cards. Most of these cards will 

say “I love you” in one way or another. But in the context of Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season, we may wonder: what 

does “I love you” really mean? 
 

Some would say that “I love you” refers to being physically attracted to a person of the opposite sex. Others would say that “I 

love you” means you are my special friend.  To be sure, both of these are wonderful blessings from our wonderful Lord. We 

find things that we enjoy doing with those whose company we cherish and with whom we have so much in common.  Indeed, 

these kinds of love are very special and important to our life together. Nevertheless, we know from experience that interests and 

physical attractiveness can change and, because of sin, even friendships come and go. 
 

Thanks be to God there is a deeper understanding of what it means to say “I love you.”  Holy Scripture uses the Greek word 

“agape” to refer to the kind of love with which God loves us.  Agape love is unconditional, sacrificial love that keeps reaching 

out to other people even when they do not return it. It is the love to which husbands and wives are called when they promise to 

love their spouse "for better or worse," promising their commitment and fidelity into an unknown future and saying, "No matter 

what may come, I will always love you."   
 

That is certainly true of God’s love for us sinners, which we especially see and rejoice in during the season of Lent. Even when 

we say and do sinful things God’s love reaches out to us.  As the Scriptures teach, “God shows His love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us”  (Romans 5:8).  Jesus Himself said in John 15:13:  “Greater love has no one than this, 

that someone lays down his life for his friends.”   And, of course, John 3:16 says it so well:  “For God so loved the world that 

He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” The Apostle John wrote 

in 1 John 3:1 (NIV):  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God!  And 

that is what we are!”  As the children of God through Jesus Christ, created to be so through the waters of Holy Baptism, we are 

created in Christ Jesus to show forth the love of God in our lives to one another. “We love because He [God] first loved us”  (1 

Johns 4:19).  
 

This kind of love, God's kind of love, takes action. This self-sacrificial love does not seek self-interest or one's own rights, but it 

dies on the cross to save the neighbor. Only God is able to love perfectly with this agape love, and so thanks be to God that 

Christ now dwells within us, raising us up to love one another with Christ-like, sacrificial love. I pray, therefore, that this year’s 

Ash Wednesday on February 26, as well as the whole of the Lenten season, will give you an opportunity to reflect on these 

words of our Lord: 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 

God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 9 In this the love of 

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In 

this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 3:16-18; 4:9-11) 
 



Rejoicing in the gracious love of our Lord, knowing that He hears our prayers for all things needful and gives us all things 

needful through His Word and Sacraments, and celebrating 175 years of God’s grace and goodness to His people here at 

Bingen, our Lenten theme this year is inspired by the Word of God and our 175th Anniversary Theme: "The Apostles’ Creed: 

One Lord, One Faith, One Future.” As we have for the past175 years, so do we continue to give thanks for the blessings of 

Luther’s Small Catechism as it sets before us the gifts of God. In previous years, our Lenten themes have included the Ten 

Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Confession and Absolution, and the Sacrament of the Altar – the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

and 6th Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism. This year, our Lenten midweek services will focus our attention on the The 

Apostles’ Creed, the 2nd Chief Part of Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 

I warmly invite and strongly encourage you to receive the gifts of our Lord throughout this Lenten season, making your 

attendance at our midweek services a priority in your February and March schedule. Please also take a moment to read 

the introduction to Lent, included on the following pages, that your participation in our midweek services may be encouraged 

and enhanced through a few notes about the Lenten season itself as well as our own Lenten journey this year at St. John. 
 

T Lent 2020 T 

Historical, Liturgical, and Theological Background 
  

A little history...   
The church's first historical record of the Lenten season is from the Canons of Nicaea in A.D. 325. Since the early church's 

practice was to baptize catechumens at the Easter Vigil, the custom of fasting for these forty days before Easter may have 

originated in the required fasting of candidates for Holy Baptism. The number 40 is suggested by the flood as well as the fasts 

of Moses, Elijah, and especially of our Lord Himself. If you look at your calendar and count, you will notice that the season of 

Lent actually contains 46 calendar days. This is because every Sunday is a "little Easter" and, technically, not counted as a day 

of Lenten fasting!  With six Sundays throughout the season of Lent, "46 days" - "6 Sundays" = "40 days of Lent!"   
 

Lent as both penitential and catechetical...    
 

In the Lutheran Church, repentance and catechesis are emphasized more than actual, physical fasting.  Nevertheless, Martin 

Luther writes in The Small Catechism, "Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is 

truly worthy and well prepared [to partake of the Lord's Supper and, we might add, to celebrate the joyful victory of Christ's 

Easter resurrection] who has faith in these words: 'Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.'"  Such worthiness and 

preparedness is accomplished in us only by God through the work of His holy Word: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17).  
 

To that end, the penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lent is catechetical because it points us toward our 

Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. As mentioned above, Lent historically developed as a season of preparation 

for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the church's refocus on the significance of Holy Baptism. The daily 

drowning of contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified 

during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This repentance is never the product of human wisdom, reason, strength or 

effort. Rather, it is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the Law (which shows us our sin) and 

the Gospel (which shows us our Savior). The Law crucifies the old sinful nature that clings to our flesh, and the Gospel raises 

up the new man in us. (Romans 5:12-6:14)   
 

Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, nor is it an appeal 

for greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed proclamation and confession of the Law 

and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly penitential and most surely catechetical when 

it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 

Lent at St. John, Bingen in 2020 

As noted and introduced above, the theme for St. John's Lenten Midweek Services, connected to our 175th Anniversary 

theme, is "The Apostles’ Creed: One Lord, One Faith, One Future." During the Lenten midweek services, we will reflect 

on the 2nd Chief Part of Luther’s Small Catechism – The Apostles’ Creed. As in previous years, our Lenten series will 

follow the Office of Vespers for our 1 p.m. midweek services and the Office of Evening Prayer for our 7 p.m. midweek 

services. Each service will last approximately 35-40 minutes. We rejoice to join in worship with the students of Wyneken 

Memorial Lutheran School at the 1 p.m. Office of Vespers, and various vocal choirs from Wyneken will sing a choral 

response at each service.  For those who desire to commune, an abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be offered 

approximately 15 minutes after the 7 p.m. Evening Prayer Office.   
 

Please seriously consider making this year's Lenten worship opportunities a 

commitment and priority in your weekly schedule. 



Sunday, February 2, 2020 
T 175th Anniversary Year T 

Guest Preacher: Seminarian Jonathan Olson, (son of the congregation) 

Bible Class Presentation: Stories from Bingen’s Past 

An Open House for Seminarian Jonathan Olson and family will be on 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 from 4-6 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 

 

175th Anniversary of St. John Lutheran Church   
 

 T One LORD, One Faith, One Future T 
 

*We welcomed Pastor Yohana Nzelu on Sunday, January 26. He brought greetings from the Lutheran Church in 

Tanzania and the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding School where he serves as headmaster. He also thanked our 

congregation for the generous support that is funding the current building project of the Albino orphanage and 

vulnerable children’s home on the campus of the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding School.  
 

An explanation of our 175th Anniversary Mission Offering is included in the first 175th Anniversary newsletter, which is 

also available in the entry of the church. You also should have received a mailing in December that included a calendar of 

events for this anniversary year. In brief, and in thanksgiving to God for blessing this holy little flock over the years, the 

congregation has designated a 175th Anniversary Mission Offering with the goal of raising $175,000 by the end of 2020 to 

support the mission and mercy work being carried out in Tanzania, Africa. Just as St. John was founded through the 

missionary efforts of Rev. Wyneken, so do we desire to show forth our faith and gratitude by offering $1,000 in mission 

funding for every year the Lord has strengthened and sustained His church at Bingen. These funds will be used in the 

following areas: 1) the albino orphanage being constructed on the campus of the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding School 

(currently under construction!!!); 2) the Lutheran seminary in Shinyanga; and 3) scholarships for international students to 

study at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne.  
 

The 175th Anniversary committee continues its work preparing for a year of celebration and thanksgiving in 2020. Please 

take a moment to see the “bricks” that are “building” the model of St. John Lutheran Church in the south hallway of the 

Parish Hall. These “bricks” are inscribed with a special thanksgiving for a blessing the Lord has granted to one of our 

families, members, or friends through the ministry of St. John, Bingen. If you would like to “purchase” a “brick,” you may 

pick up a mission offering sheet in the entry of the church.  
 

The committee has also set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. If you have any historic, Bingen-related items of 

interest (such as pictures, documents, or artifacts) that you would like to loan for the display, please contact committee 

chairman Lynn Selking or archivist Linda Abdon. All items will be kept in a locked display case and returned when the 

display is changed. Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information along with a description of the item you 

are loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you. 
 

Request for Historically Significant Photographs – 1995-2020 

Please e-mail to the church office any photographs you have that capture something of congregational and/or historic 

significance. These may be included in the 175th book or other publications. If you need your photograph(s) scanned, 

please contact the church office or Pastor Brock. 
 

Bingen Show-and Tell – Stories from Bingen’s Past 

The first Sunday of every month in 2020, perhaps excluding the summer months, we will hear from our fellow members 

during the Bible Class hour about the history of Bingen, share fun stories and memories, and rejoice in the Lord’s continual 

blessings and grace upon this place for 175 years. If you would like to present an interesting item, story, or remembrance 

during one of these Sundays, please contact Lynn Selking. 
 

Historic notes: 
 

June 18, 1916  Resolved: not to make the bowling alley in the grove available for rent. 
 

May 13, 1917   Roll call showed 51 voters present for quarterly meeting. 
 

June 10, 1917   Each member asked to bring a load of gravel for the area where the horses are hitched. 



Upcoming Youth Events 
 

Middle School Youth Event (6-8th Grade) 
 

Sunday, February 9; 1-5:30 p.m. – Ice Skating and Coney Island 
We will meet in the Bingen parking lot at 1 p.m. on Sunday, February 9 to carpool to Headwaters Park Ice Skating 

Rink. After skating for a while, we will then head to Coney Island for some life-changing hot dogs, coney-dogs, 

cheese dogs, chili, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, baked beans, and, of course, pie. We plan to be back to Bingen by 

about 5:30 p.m. Please let Pastor Brock know if you plan to participate by Friday, February 7. Parents, please 

consider serving as a chaperone, and let Pastor Brock know this as well. He’ll buy you a coney-dog or seven.  
 

Ice skating admission and food costs* are as follows (as always, chaperones play and eat for free): 
 

Age 13 and under  $3  

Age 14 and over  $5 

Skate Rental   $3 

Spectators and parking FREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Food   $6-10 (depends on how much you’re gonna consume) 
 

*If any of these costs prevent you from participating, please speak to your pastor. We have mad skills for addressing that. 
 

February 21-23 – Winter Whiteout Weekend Retreat (8th-12th grade) 
8th-12th graders are invited to participate in a winter retreat in Michigan. We will leave promptly after school on 

Friday, February 21 and return Sunday, February 23. Cost is only $75 per person. Skiing or snowboarding is an 

additional $21 (includes rental and 1-hour lesson). Challenge course, if chosen instead of skiing or snowboarding, is 

an additional $30. Further information about this retreat is included in the informational packet distributed to all 8th 

graders at Wyneken and to all high school students at the Sunday gathering. Please ask Pastor Brock for an 

informational packet if you do not have one. We understand that this is the same weekend as the Varsity Boys 

Basketball Lutheran Invitational Tournament (LIT), and we expect the boys to honor their commitment to their team 

and participate in the previously scheduled basketball tournament. We regret the schedule conflict and ask parents to 

understand that it is impossible to avoid all such conflicts.  
 

February 26 – Ash Wednesday Supper 
The youth traditionally host the Ash Wednesday supper at Bingen. We will again have a baked potato bar. Please let 

Pastor Brock or Pam Selking know if you are willing to help. 
 

High School Youth Activities 
 

Sunday, February 2 – No Youth Gathering Enjoy the Super Bowl with your family and friends! 
 

February 9; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 
 

February 16; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Wyneken Service and Game Night 
 

February 21-23 – Winter Whiteout Weekend Retreat (8th-12th grade) 
8th-12th graders are invited to participate in a winter retreat in Michigan. We will leave promptly after school on 

Friday, February 21 and return Sunday, February 23. Cost is only $75 per person. Skiing or snowboarding is an 

additional $21 (includes rental and 1-hour lesson). Challenge course, if chosen instead of skiing or snowboarding, is 

an additional $30. Further information about this retreat is included in the informational packet distributed to all 8th 

graders at Wyneken and to all high school students at the Sunday gathering. Please ask Pastor Brock for an 

informational packet if you do not have one. We understand that this is the same weekend as the Varsity Boys 

Basketball Lutheran Invitational Tournament (LIT), and we expect the boys to honor their commitment to their team 

and participate in the previously scheduled basketball tournament. We regret the schedule conflict and ask parents to 

understand that it is impossible to avoid all such conflicts.  
 

February 26 – Ash Wednesday Supper 
The youth traditionally host the Ash Wednesday supper at Bingen. We will again have a baked potato bar. Please let 

Pastor Brock or Pam Selking know if you are willing to help. 



Lenten Meals: Serving time begins at 5:15 p.m. Come and enjoy a light supper before worship. 
Ash Wednesday, February 26th – Youth – Baked Potato Bar, Salad and Cookies  

March 4th (available), 

March 11th – 175th Anniversary Committee – German Meal 

March 18th – Wyneken Kindergarten Class – Soup & Salad 

March 25th -Social Committee – Pasta Night  

April 1st -Evangelism Committee – Soup, Sandwich and Salad 

Ladies Aid - Gatherings are every Wednesday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
            

Your ancestors use to have quilting bees once a week for fellowship and to share their talent with others. These 

ancestors would work on quilts for weddings and for the birth of a new child. All ages of ancestors worked on these 

quilts. The Ladies Aid welcomes anyone to join in on their fellowship. We have two quilts in frames, currently, and 

two quilts to be worked on in the near future. We will also be working on a wall hanging for the 175th Anniversary 

soon for the church. 

Cancer Pads  
 

Next sewing date:  TUESDAY, February 19th from 8 – 11 a.m.   Join us if you can!  The stitching is very easy to do.  

Bring your needle, white thread and thimble and you will be helping people who greatly appreciate it.  Sheet donations 

are always welcome. They can be dropped off in the Parish Hall - Guild Storage Room.  
 

Ladies Guild - All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

       Serve the LORD with gladness! Psalm 100:2a    Hymn: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 
 

Date:  February 18, 2020 

Time:  7:00 p.m. 

Place:  Parish Hall 

Roll Call:  Consider new ways to serve the Lord during Lent, rather than giving up something. (Suggestions were 

handed out at the January meeting.) Select an idea and do it! 

Mission Service Project:  Details and planning for LWML District Convention to be held June 19, 20 & 21, 2020 at 

Concordia High School, Fort Wayne. 

Serving:  Teegen Brock and Rae Lynn Fuhrmann 
 

LWML  
 

Dates are forthcoming for the LWML Praise Service at Bethlehem – Ossian and our Spring Rally at Faith – Roanoke.   
 

The LWML Indiana District convention is coming June l9-2l, 2020 at Concordia Lutheran High School, Fort Wayne.  

“Transformed Together – Together We Serve.”  And we all…are being transformed into His image with ever-increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18).  Many people are busy working to make this a 

great convention.  Our location will make it affordable so plan now to attend.  Save the dates. 
 

The theme for the 2021 LWML Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27, 2021 has been announced:  Running 

the Race…Looking to Jesus.  (Hebrews 12: 1-2) Hosting this convention are the LWML Indiana, LWML Michigan and 

Ohio districts.  
 

 In preparation for the 2021 convention we will have a Derby Hat competition.  We would like each society to have a 

competition.  The winning hat from your society will be brought to our Spring Rally at Faith – Roanoke where it will 

compete with hats from other societies in our Decatur zone.  The winning hat will be entered in the Derby Hat 

competition at our District Convention June 19-21 at Concordia Lutheran High School.  The most elegant hat will receive 

a special prize.  It would be fun if this started with you and your society and went all the way to Lexington in 2021.  Start 

thinking about it now.   
 

Mite Box collection will continue throughout the year on the 4th Sunday of each month for LWML Mission Grants.   
 

Flower Chart for 2020 – is now posted in the hallway leading to the Parish Hall. Please reserve your Sunday to 

honor a special occasion, in memory of, or just because you would like to help beautify our worship. Contact Person is 

Tina Caston 260-701-2272. 



 

 
Eighth Annual Chili and Soup Cook-Off  

 

We invite you and your family and friends to compete in the Bingen Chili and Soup 

Cook-off at the Hoagland Pavilion/Community Center on Saturday, February 8th.  Bring 

your chili (or soup) or just bring your appetite and expert soup-tasting skills.  We 

challenge you to be creative or cook up one of one of your families’ favorite tried and true 

recipes.   If you are interested in entering the contest, be there by 5 with your soup and 

any fixings to complement your dish, otherwise join us at 5:30 to be a taster and judge.  

Fun new prizes are at stake.  Bring your own beverage, and the social committee will 

provide relishes, corn bread, sandwiches, dessert, and table ware.   

 

Card Games:  February 13, 2020 
Every 2nd Thursday of the month @ 1:30 p.m. we meet in the Parish Hall for cards, 

snacks and fellowship.  All are welcome to join us! 

 
 

52nd Annual Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute-  
 

When: January 28th, February 4th, 11th, & 18th   

Where: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School  

Time: 7:00-9:15 p.m.  

Cost: $10 per adult for all 4 sessions. FREE for all students! 

Choose one of the following courses: 

• Mental Health and the Church’s Mission  

Rev. Dennis Goff – The Lutheran Foundation, Fort Wayne 

• 1 Peter - The Letter of Hope for Christ’s Church 

Rev. Leonard Tanksley – St. Peter Lutheran Church, Fuelling 

• Guys with Funny Names: Habakkuk, Nahum, Obadiah 

Rev. Dr. Ryan Tietz- CTSFW 

• Galatians – Christian Faith and Freedom for Today 

Rev. Samuel Wirgau – Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ossian 

See Bingen’s LBI Representatives (Kevin and Pam Selking) for a colored brochure containing the description of classes.  

 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School is Seeking Bids for Lawn and Grounds Care for 2020  

There are 4 parts to the bid:  

A) Lawn mowing, trimming and maintenance.  

B) Lawn fertilizer and weed control.   

C) Second application of fertilizer.  

D) Shrubbery and mulch.  

Please contact the school office at (260) 639-6177, Chris Caston (260) 701-2276 or a Deacon for complete details of the 

work to be performed.  Those wishing to bid are requested to submit their bid to the Wyneken School Office by March 6, 

2020. The bid selection will be conducted at the March school board meeting. 

 

Membership Directory Updates/Changes 
Kim Bergman & Robert – 16931 Brunson Rd., Hoagland, IN  46745 

Ruby Brinkman 29200 Jones Loop Road Lot 135, Punta Gorda, FL  33950-8398 

Jessica Brookmyer – 10112 Avalon Way Apt. 5, Fort Wayne, IN  46825 

Erik Shepherd – 278 Fisk Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201-2872 

Verlin Bulmahn – bulmahn@watchtv.net 

 

 

  



 
 

February             Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Jaci Allmandinger 

Cynthia Bennett 

Sarah Berning 

Marlis Bradtmueller 

Ileen Bultemeier 

Drew Christman 

Barbara Comer 

Melissa Custer 

Marlene Duffey 

Claire Emenhiser 

Kurt Frecker 

Bessie Fuhrmann 

Don Gallmeyer 

Glenna Groce 

Hudson Hall 

Haley Harrington 

Nancy Hartman 

Daniel Hobrock 

Nathan Hoffman 

Marilyn Kiess 

Ella Kintz 

Marceil Kleine 

Bryce Kukelhan 

Kyle Kukelhan 

Krystal Long 

Canaan Loshe 

David Mahlan 

Jonas Massey 

Bradley Melcher 

Christine Melcher 

Marilyn Melcher 

Dawn Norton 

Bryan Oetting 

Carly Oetting 

Ronald Oetting 

Heather Rice 

Mackenna Saalfrank 

Dan (Fred) Sauer 

Kinley Sauer 

Donald Sauls 

Garrett Scherer 

Darin Scheumann 

Arabella Schwartz 

Gregory Selking 

Joyce Smock 

Julie Snyder 

Easton Teixeira 

Emersyn Teixeira 

Weston Whalen 

Payton Yoquelet 

Tyson Yoquelet 

 
 

 

February           Wedding Anniversaries 
 

 

2/7      Roger & Carolyn Grotrian 

2/7      Christopher & Katelyn Tedeschi 

2/14     Lee & Bridget Bradtmueller 

2/14     Bill & Janet Yunk 

2/20     Don & Danelle Westrick 

2/23     Ryan & Sarah Ennis 

2/25     Stanley & Sally Fuhrmann 

2/26     Troy & Kristin Christman 

 
We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have 

left you out, please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special 

dates.  We invite you to forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the 

office continually reviews our membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so 

that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or 

contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 



 
Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 
 

Budget and Election Meeting 
 

Date and Time: December 2, 2019 8:00 p.m.  
 

Called to Order by: Chairman Randy Lepper 
 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Prayer from page 297 in the LSB.  Hymn  

 332, “Savior of the Nations, Come” was sung.  The reading was from Matthew, Chapter 21 followed by prayer.  
 

Recording Secretary’s Report: 

 The October 28, 2019 minutes were approved as corrected. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Brock presented the membership report with changes since our last meeting (attached). 

There were three baptisms – Callen Ryan Wilson on November 24, 2019, Carter Timothy McBride and Ronin  

Alexander Witte on December 1, 2019. 

There were two confirmations – Todd Alan Shelton and Ariana Christina Alanis on December 1, 2019. 

M/S/C To transfer Kaley Mae Butler to Trinity, Elkhart, IN 

As of December 2, 2019 there were 897 souls and 690 communicants. 

Pastor noted that the introductions and explanations for all of the Advent and Christmas services were included in 

the December/January newsletter. 

Pastor announced that Church Council Installation will be at the January 5, 2019 10:30 a.m. Divine Service.  This 

will include all newly elected officers and all officers serving on Church Council in 2020. 

Pastor stated that on Monday, January 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. a joint Epiphany Service will be held with St. John – 

Bingen, Emmanuel – Soest and St. Peter – Fuelling.  The service will be at Emmanuel – Soest with Rev. Dr. 

Larry Rast (President of Concordia Theological Seminary – Fort Wayne) preaching.  The service is part of the 

175th Anniversary celebrations of the three Churches. 

Pastor commented that different Preachers are scheduled for the first Sunday of each month as we celebrate the 

175th anniversary.  There will also be a meet and greet on the previous Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 6;00 p.m. The 

Preachers are scheduled according to God’s will and subject to change.  The dates and individuals are as follows: 

 - Sunday, January 5 – Guest Preacher: Rev. John Dreyer (former pastor) 

 - Sunday, March TBD – Guest Preacher: Pastor Larry Marhenke (son of the congregation) 

- Easter Sunday, April 12 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege (District President) 

 - Sunday, May 10 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Edward Krauss (son of the congregation) 

 - Sunday, May 17 – Mission Fest I Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill 

 - Sunday, June 28 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Al Schroeder (son of the congregation) 

 - Sunday, July 26 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Brian German (son of the congregation) 

Pastor’s Report (cont): 

- Sunday, August TBD – Guest Preacher: Rev. Kyle Brown, Rev. William Zwick, or Rev. Thomas Olson (son or 

former pastor of the congregation)  

- Sunday, September 13 – Mission Fest II Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Larry Rast (CTSFW President) and Festival in 

the grove 

- Sunday, November TBD – Guest Preacher: Rev. Kyle Brown, Rev. William Zwick, or Rev. Thomas Olson (son or 

former pastor of the congregation) 

There will be several special events as follows: 

- Wednesday, March 4 and following – Lent Midweek Services with Anniversary Theme: “Apostles’ Creed – One 

Lord, One Faith, One Future” 

- Sunday, April 26 – Confirmation Reunion & New Member Welcome Dinner; with Picture of Founding Families 

- Sunday, June 28-July 2 – Vacation Bible School; Kicked off with 175th Anniversary Ice Cream Social 

- Saturday, August 8 – Back-to-School BBQ Competition with SJE (Soest), SPI (Fuelling), and Wyneken (Bingen) 

- Saturday, October 31 – Joint Reformation Divine Service at St. John - Bingen with Emmanuel - Soest and St. 

Peter - Fuelling; Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison (Synod President); followed by a Square Dance and 

Costume Parade at Hoagland Hayloft 

- Saturday, December 26 – 175th Anniversary Festival Divine Service with subsequent banquet 

      Also, on the first Sunday of the month “Stories from Bingen’s past” will be told during Bible class. 

      There will be a mailing to all of the members in December with the details of these events. 

 



 

New Business: 

 Chairman Randy Lepper presented the following slate of “Nominated Officers for 2020” as recommended by the Nominating 

Committee (ballot attached).   

 The ballot is as follows:   

  

 President Kevin Brown Don Gresley  

 Vice-President Jon M. Fuhrman Kenton Kleine 

 Elder Ron Fuhrmann James Hall 

 Treasurer Nathan Selking 

 Chairman of Deacons Chris Hoffman Mark Laurent 

 Deacons Don Dressler Logan Lepper 

  Garry Murdock, Sr. James Schlemmer 

 Chairman of Trustees Nathan Hoffman Grant Kukelhan 

 Trustees Tyrone Boenker Roy Hammond    

  Brett Oetting Darin Scheumann 

 Board of Evangelism Stephen Amstein Rick Johnson 

 Board of Parish Education Lucas Lepper Doug Schwartz 

 Wyneken School Board Chad McBride Greg Selking 

 Board of Stewardship Jim Butler Don Westrick  

 Board of Planning Lee Bradtmueller Steve McBride 
 

New Business (cont): 
 There were no additional nominations from the floor. 

 M/S/C That nominations be closed 
  

 The ballot voting proceeded. 
 

 The 2020 Budget was then presented (budget and supporting documentation is attached) in power point format. 

 Elder Ron Bultemeier discussed the “2020 Budget Summary” and “Summary of Income Sources” 
  

 Item #1 “Bringing Christ to the world” was presented by Ron Bultemeier. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #1 as presented 

 Item #2 “Preaching the Gospel in our midst” was presented by Ron Bultemeier. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #2 as corrected by the end of today (12/4/2019) 

 Item #3 “Beautifying Our Worship” was presented by Ron Bultemeier. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #3 as presented 

   Item #4 “Bringing up our children as fruitful branches of the Living Vine” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

   M/S/C To accept Item #4 as presented 

 Item #5 “Efficient Administration of Our King’s Business” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #5 as presented 

 Item #6 “Care of the Sanctuary” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #6 as presented 

   Item #7 “Protecting our Investments” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #7 as presented 

 Item #8 “Other” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #8 as presented 

 Item #9 “Our Indebtedness” was presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #9 as presented 
 

The 2020 total budget for operations is $691,291.00 which is an increase of 2.5% over 2019. 
   

 The following resolutions were presented by Nathan Selking. 

 M/S/C To use 40% of the base salary as housing allowance for both the Pastor and the Associate Pastor. Furthermore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that St. John Lutheran Church Bingen, as a standing resolution to remain in force and effect 

until such time as amended or revoked, hereby authorized and establishes a housing allowance for the Pastor and 

Associate Pastor, or designee living in the parsonage I or parsonage II home and at any time serving it in an 

amount each year equal to 40% of that person’s annual base compensation. 
  

 M/S/C To pay mileage for both the Pastor and Associate Pastor at the 2020 IRS rate. Furthermore, BE IT RESOLVED 

that the salary paid to the Pastor and the Associate Pastor does not include an auto allowance and all auto 

expenses are reimbursed at the recommended 2020 IRS mileage rate of $0.55 per mile, or as adjusted/amended 

by the IRS throughout the year. It is further understood that a person other than the employee will examine the 

mileage logs and that they adequately comply with IRS accounting records and that the records will be kept for 

at least four years by the employing body.  
 



 

New Business (cont): 

Delin Kleine presented the 2020 special collection dates as follows: 

 Concordia Theological Seminary January 5, 2020 

 Decatur Area Lutherans for Life January 19, 2020 (door collections only) 

 Family Assistance Fund Wednesday evening Lenten services 

 Mission Festival I – Westfield House May 18, 2020 

 Mission Festival II – Worship Anew September 13, 2020 

 Lutheran World Relief November 26, 2020 

 Family Assistance Fund Wednesday evening Advent services 

 Family Assistance Fund December 24, 2020 11:00 p.m. Candle Light and 

December 25, 2020 Christmas Day Services  

 M/S/C To accept the special collection dates 
 

Delin Kleine then presented the following dates for the 2020 calendar: 

 Voters Council Wyneken Association 

January 20, 2020 January 7, 2020 May (TBD) 

April 27, 2020 February 10, 2020 August (TBD) 

July 13, 2020 March 9, 2020 

October 26, 2020 April 13, 2020 

December 7, 2020 June 29, 2020 

   August 11, 2020 

   September 14, 2020 

   October 12, 2020 

   November 23, 2020 

   December 14, 2020 

 M/S/C To accept the Voter’s meeting dates for the 2020 calendar 
 

New Business (cont): 

 Randy Lepper presented the election results as follows: 

  President Don Gresley  

  Vice-President Kenton Kleine 

  Elder Ron Fuhrmann 

  Treasurer Nathan Selking 

  Chairman of Deacons Chris Hoffman 

  Deacons Logan Lepper Garry Murdock, Sr.  

  Chairman of Trustees Grant Kukelhan 

  Trustees Brett Oetting Darin Scheumann   

  Board of Evangelism Rick Johnson 

  Board of Parish Education Doug Schwartz  

  Wyneken School Board Greg Selking 

  Board of Stewardship Jim Butler 

  Board of Planning Steve McBride 
 

M/S/C To make the elections unanimous 
 

 Randy thanked the members who served this past year in the various church offices, members who served on the nominating 

committee and also the members who allowed their name to be placed on the ballot. 
 

 Randy reported that the Cemetery committee is planning on moving the Endowment investment from the Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund to The Lutheran Foundation, Inc.  Thus, the following resolution is needed. 

 M/S/C Be it resolved that Saint John Lutheran Church, Unaltered Augsburg Confession, located at 11555 North US 

Highway 27, Decatur, IN, hereby authorizes its Board and/or Council to establish an account at The Lutheran 

Foundation, Inc. as part of the Endowment Services Program.  Any future transactions related to these 

investments may be authorized by persons listed on the signature Authorization Form required by The Lutheran 

Foundation. 
 

 M/S/C To adjourn 9:35 p.m. 

 Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 55 

Others Present: 0 

 

  Respectfully Submitted 

  Jeffery L. Kiess 
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February 2020 
 

 

February 2, 2020 – The Purification of Mary and The Presentation of Our Lord 
 

Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-32 

“Cleansed and Claimed” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 

What does it mean to be a Christian? What rests at the heart of a Christian’s reality and experience? God 

answers these questions and more when Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus come to Jerusalem’s temple 40 days 

after His Christmas birth. 

 

February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

Psalm 112:1-9; Isaiah 58:6-9; Matthew 5:14-16 

“Lights, Shine!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 5:14-16 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III  
 

You, who are joined to Christ in faith, have light and are light. Jesus says to you, “Shine!” Great! But what does 

all of this mean? 

 

February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Psalm 119:1-8; Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 5:21-37 

“He Is Your Life” - Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 

Like the children of Israel, we are facing a future that is full of transition. For some of you, these transitions will 

be trying and traumatic, and for all of us, the reality of change brings with it the temptation to walk our own 

way. But the story of God’s action in our lives sustains us, and the Spirit of God strengthens us, and in the midst 

of life’s transitions, and in the face of our fear and weakness, God is always there to meet our sinful 

disobedience with forgiveness and life and salvation. 

 

February 23, 2020 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Psalm 2:6-12; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

“God and Man” - Sermon Text: Matthew 17:2 - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 

“Jesus was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light.” 

Peter, James, and John saw that: Jesus, the Son of Man, in the glory of His kingdom. God of God, Light of 

Light. It’s Transfiguration Sunday, the last of the Epiphany Sundays, the big epiphany where we hear of Jesus 

shining like the sun in the presence of Moses and Elijah. It’s here that we find there’s much more to Jesus than 

meets the eye. 

 

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY: 
 

 7:00 a.m.   EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]   

 8:00 a.m.   MyTV 21.3              

 11:30 a.m. WINM-TV 12/38 [TCT]    

 4:00 p.m. & Monday 10:00 a.m.  Comcast 55 & Frontier 25 [PEG] 
 

* Note: This is just a short list of viewings on our local channels; more are available with other providers. 
 

“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - click "Online Worship": www.worshipanew.org 

mailto:info@WorshipAnew.org
http://www.worshipanew.org/
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