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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Warm greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and Prince of Peace! 
 

This December-January issue of the St. John, Bingen newsletter covers the "Time of Christmas," a period in the 

Church Year that is subdivided into three very important seasons: 
 

1) Advent - a time of subdued praise in repentant preparation for celebrating the incarnation of our Savior as well as His 

imminent Final Advent. (Please note that a special introduction and explanation of Advent and Christmas worship has 

been included in the following pages of this newsletter) 
 

2) Christmas - a joyous time celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ who took on flesh to suffer death for our salvation 
 

3) Epiphany - meaning "to shine upon" or "to make manifest," during which season we observe the glory of God 

manifested in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 

Although each season is unique, the focus remains the same: "that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (1 

Timothy 1:15). And as this newsletter also includes the first month of our 175th anniversary, we rejoice that this truth has 

been proclaimed here at St. John for generations. Throughout the time of Christmas and at all times for the last 175 years, 

one Lord, one faith, and one future has been the comfort, strength, and hope of God’s people in this place. Please be sure 

to note the special events announced in this newsletter and watch out for a special mailing in December with more 

information about our anniversary year. 
 

For now and for many of us, this upcoming "Time of Christmas," as well as the celebratory and festive anniversary 

year of 2020, will be filled with beloved traditions, family events, and joyful homecomings.  For some of us, this time 

will also be filled with a sense of loss and longing - either because our holiday joy is restrained by anxiety, personal 

struggles, or family difficulties or because we must journey through this festive time without the company of a loved one 

who now rests in Jesus' saving arms.  Whether your joys in the coming months are terrific or tempered, sublime or 

subdued, please make sure that your "Time of Christmas" and all of your times are, above all, filled with the gifts of 

your Savior, Jesus Christ - gifts that bring comfort to troubled hearts, joy and gladness to souls that mourn, and an 

unending peace that comes from above.   
 

In the Word of God read and proclaimed, in His very body and blood, and in the company of your fellow saints at St. 

John, Bingen, Christ comes to be your Immanuel, to be God with you and God for you.  Here, in your church, you will 

be filled with the peace and the joy that only Christ can provide.  Here you will find the most precious Christmas present 

of all, wrapped in bread and wine, that will be for your soul the highest good.  Here you will join with your family and 

friends and all the company of heaven to laud and magnify the glorious, saving name of the Christ-child born in 

Bethlehem. 
 

My prayer for you throughout this "Time of Christmas" and the anniversary year is that your traditions, your family 

events, and all your celebrations be seasoned and inspired by one focus and message: "that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners."  May your Advent worship prepare you for the coming Savior; may your Christmas worship fill 

you with the peace and joy that Jesus was born to bring; may your Epiphany worship cause the glory of God in Christ to 

shine upon you through Word and Sacrament. And may our receiving of God’s gifts throughout the year of our 175th 

anniversary grant us hope, comfort, and joy in what we share with the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church of all ages 

– one Lord, one faith, one future. 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Dear friends, receive your King. 

 

In Christ,  Pastor  

 



Advent - An Introduction... 
 

 Advent is a penitential season of repentant preparation for the celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas and for 

His final Advent on the Last Day. Like cleaning the house before a birthday party or any other festive celebration, the 

season of Advent prepares us to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The word "advent" comes from the Latin 

word adventus, which means "appearing" or "coming." Throughout the season of Advent, we recognize three ways in 

which Christ comes to us.  
 

 First, the eternal Son of God came to us in time and space when He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. Of Christ's wonderfully mysterious incarnation, the apostle Paul writes, "When the fullness of time had 

come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as sons" (Galatians 4:4-5). That is, the sinless Son of God became man, that through His perfect 

life, death, and resurrection, of which we are made participants in Holy Baptism, we might become the children of God. 

Advent prepares us to celebrate this glorious event in salvation history. 
 

 Second, the eternal Son of God comes to us through His Word and Sacraments. Just as every Sunday is a "little 

Easter," celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, so do we rejoice that every Sunday, Christ "advents" 

Himself among us in the proclamation of His holy Word and in His true body and blood, given us Christians to eat and to 

drink for the forgiveness of our sins. Advent is also a time to be reminded of this saving truth, and to prepare to meet our 

Savior in the breaking of the bread. 
 

 Third, the eternal Son of God is coming again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. In this sense, Advent carries on the theme that was emphasized toward the end of the Church Year. As 

we prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ in the flesh on that first Christmas, so do we prepare for the coming of 

Christ in the flesh on the Last Day. For those washed in the blood of the Lamb who was slain, this return of Christ in 

judgment is something we eagerly welcome and await.  

 

 Concerning the coming of Christ, St. Bernard wrote: "In the first coming, Christ comes in the flesh and in 

weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit and power; in the third, He comes in glory and majesty; and the second 

coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the third." What a privilege it is this Advent season to celebrate 

Christ's first coming and look forward to His final return by coming together in God's house where Christ comes even 

now to serve us with the gifts of His cross! 

 
 

T       T       T 
 

 

Advent at St. John T Bingen 
 

 December 1, 2019 is the First Sunday in Advent and thus the beginning of our penitential preparation at St. John 

as a gathered people of God.  As in years past, you will notice that Divine Service, Setting IV is used throughout Advent 

(as in Lent - another penitential season of preparation). Because this time of repentant preparation is marked by subdued 

praise, it is appropriate to use this Divine Service setting wherein the majority of the liturgy is spoken rather than sung. 

You will also notice that the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted throughout Advent, again restraining our praise in anticipation 

of Christmas Eve when the song of the angels will ring out loud and long. Our worship is also blessed to include 

Morning Prayer, a Prayer Office especially appropriate for Advent with its inclusion of the Benedictus, the Song of 

Zechariah. (See Luke 1:57-80) 
 

 This year, our Advent Midweek Evening Prayer Services will follow the theme "Handel’s Messiah." Each 

Wednesday in Advent, we will gather in God's house to hear one or two of the choruses and solos from the Christmas 

portion of Handel’s perennial Christmas favorite. This timeless work is based entirely on God’s Word, and we will 

therefore hear the Bible Readings upon which each chorus and solo is based, and the sermons will flow from that Word 

of God. Our receiving of God’s gifts through both His Word and the music of Messiah will culminate with the Children’s 

Christmas Eve Service. At 7 p.m. on Christmas Eve, the children will proclaim the Savior’s birth through Handel’s 

classic Christmas presentation. By giving us hearts and voices to hear and sing these sacred songs throughout Advent, the 

Lord prepares us to celebrate the first coming of Jesus as a babe in Bethlehem, to receive Him as He comes to us now 

through Word and Sacrament, and to look forward with joyful hope when He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead.  
  



 As in previous years, each Advent Midweek Evening Prayer Service will begin with a hymn-sing at 6:45 p.m. 

Those who attend will be invited to volunteer their favorite hymns which we will then sing together. (This is a good 

opportunity for anyone who laments that there is not more time in the Christmas season for singing our favorite 

Christmas carols/hymns).  The Psalm, Office Hymn, Readings, Choral Response, and Sermon, then, will focus on the 

part of Handel’s Messiah (which is, again, Scripture set to music) for that Midweek Service. An abbreviated Service of 

the Sacrament will be offered following each Midweek Evening Prayer Service. 

 

May this Season of Advent be a blessing to you and your salvation, as together we prepare to celebrate the birth of our 

Savior and to welcome Him as our King! 
 

 
T       T       T 

 

"The Time of Christmas" 
Worship at St. John T Bingen 

 
 

 

Four Sundays in Advent 
 

1st Sunday in Advent – December 1, 2019 

"Behold, Your King Is Coming to You" 

Matthew 21:1-11 

 

2nd Sunday in Advent - December 8, 2019 

"Prepare the Way of the Lord" 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent - December 15, 2019 

"Are You the One?" 

Matthew 11:2-15 

 

4th Sunday in Advent - December 22, 2019 

"The Birth of Jesus Christ" 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 
 

Advent Midweek* - Handel’s Messiah 
 

Advent Midweek 1 - Wednesday, December 4 

"Comfort Ye My People" 

Isaiah 40:1-8 

 

Advent Midweek 2 - Wednesday, December 11 

"Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion" 

Zechariah 9:9-13 

 

Advent Midweek 3 - Wednesday, December 18 

"Behold, A Virgin Shall Conceive” 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

 

*6:45 p.m. - Congregational Hymn-Sing 

7 p.m. - Advent Evening Prayer 

(An abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be 

offered following the Evening Prayer Office) 

 



 
Christmas Eve T Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

 

7 p.m. - Children's Christmas Eve Service 

11 p.m. - Candlelight Divine Service 
 

 

Christmas Day T Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
 

9 a.m. - Christmas Day Divine Service with Readings and Carols 
 

 

1st Sunday after Christmas T Sunday, December 29, 2019 
 

8 a.m. - Divine Service with Readings and Carols 

10:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Readings and Carols 

(No Sunday School or Bible Class) 
 

 

New Year's Eve T Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
 

T Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus T 
 

7 p.m. - Divine Service 

 

 

2nd Sunday after Christmas T Sunday, January 5, 2020 
 

8 a.m. – Matins Office 

9:15 a.m. – Sunday School and Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. - Divine Service 

(Church Council Installation at 10:30 a.m. Divine Service) 
 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord T Monday, January 6, 2020 
 

T 175th Anniversary Year Kick-off T 
                                7 p.m. – Joint Divine Service with Emmanuel, Soest and St. Peter, Fuelling (at Soest)    

 

 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord T Sunday, January 12, 2020 
 

8 a.m. - Divine Service 

9:15 a.m. - Sunday School and Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. - Matins Office 

 

 



 

December and January Youth Events 
 

Middle School Youth  
 

Sunday, December 15, 12noon-4 p.m. – Crafts and Caroling 
We will gather in the Bingen Parish Hall for lunch and Christmas crafts before traveling to a couple nursing homes for 

caroling and distributing the Christmas crafts. 
 

Saturday, January 18; 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. – Northeast Indiana March for Life 
Join thousands of pro-life advocates from our region as we march through downtown Fort Wayne to show that you 

support life from conception to natural death. The March for Life is an annual pro-life rally held near the anniversary of 

the 1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion in Roe v. Wade. We will leave from Bingen’s parking lot at 11 a.m. 

The rally begins at 12 p.m. at the University of St. Francis Performing Arts Center, and the march follows at 1 p.m. 

 

High School Youth Activities 
 

Sunday, December 1; No youth gathering – Thanksgiving Weekend 
 

Sunday, December 8; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 
 

Sunday, December 15, 12noon-4 p.m. – Crafts and Caroling 
We will gather in the Bingen Parish Hall for lunch and Christmas crafts before traveling to a couple nursing homes for 

caroling and distributing the Christmas crafts. 
 

December 22; 5:30-8:30 p.m. – Movie Night at Caston Home 
Chris and Tina Caston will host another movie night at their home (1988 E. 900 N.; Decatur, IN 46733). Come and enjoy 

their incredible home theater! Pizza and popcorn provided. Butter if you wish. 
 

December 29 – No youth gathering 
 

Sunday, January 5 & 12; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1 
 

Saturday, January 18; 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. – Northeast Indiana March for Life 
Join thousands of pro-life advocates from our region as we march through downtown Fort Wayne to show that you 

support life from conception to natural death. The March for Life is an annual pro-life rally held near the anniversary of 

the 1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion in Roe v. Wade. We will leave from Bingen’s parking lot at 11 a.m. 

The rally begins at 12 p.m. at the University of St. Francis Performing Arts Center, and the march follows at 1 p.m. 
 

January 22-25 – Washington D.C. March for Life 
Walk in the National March for Life with hundreds of thousands of pro-life individuals, sight-see the Smithsonian 

museums and Monuments, and tour the Capitol with Congressman Banks. We leave Wednesday night, January 22, and 

arrive home Saturday morning, January 25. We are partnering with Allen County Right to Life for this trip. While there 

is still room for every one of our high school youth to participate, spots are limited and going fast. If you want to go, 

inform Pastor Brock (pastorbrock@gmail.com) as soon as possible and register on-line at ichooselife.org/DC. 

More information is also available at that website, including itinerary, packing list, and maps. Cost per student is $100. 

You will also need to bring $40-50 for food. (Please write check to Oasis Youth. Do not pay on-line.) Parents may call 

Pastor Brock with any questions, including how to communicate this to the student’s high school for an excused absence. 
 

 

 

mailto:pastorbrock@gmail.com


 

175th Anniversary of St. John Lutheran Church   
 

 T One LORD, One Faith, One Future T 

 
*Please be sure to note the special anniversary events included in this newsletter and watch out for the anniversary 

mailing that will come out in December. 

 

*Thanks be to God! We have received enough funds from the 175th Anniversary Mission Offering for the first 

phase of construction of the orphanage at the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding School! They have already begun 

gathering supplies and making bricks. Christ be praised!  

 

An explanation of our 175th Anniversary Mission Offering is included in the first 175th Anniversary newsletter, which is 

also available in the entry of the church. In brief, and in thanksgiving to God for blessing this holy little flock over the 

years, the congregation has designated a 175th Anniversary Mission Offering with the goal of raising $175,000 by the end 

of 2020 to support the mission and mercy work being carried out in Tanzania, Africa. Just as St. John was founded 

through the missionary efforts of Rev. Wyneken, so do we desire to show forth our faith and gratitude by offering $1,000 

in mission funding for every year the Lord has strengthened and sustained His church at Bingen. These funds will be used 

in the following areas: 1) the albino orphanage being constructed on the campus of the Mwadui Lutheran Boarding 

School; 2) the Lutheran seminary in Shinyanga; and 3) scholarships for international students to study at Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne.  

 

The 175th Anniversary committee continues its work preparing for a year of celebration and thanksgiving in 2020. Please 

take a moment to see the “bricks” that are “building” the model of St. John Lutheran Church in the south hallway of the 

Parish Hall. These “bricks” are inscribed with a special thanksgiving for a blessing the Lord has granted to one of our 

families, members, or friends through the ministry of St. John, Bingen. If you would like to “purchase” a “brick,” you 

may pick up a mission offering sheet in the entry of the church.  

 

The committee has also set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. If you have any historic, Bingen-related items of 

interest (such as pictures, documents, or artifacts) that you would like to loan for the display, please contact committee 

chairman Lynn Selking or archivist Linda Abdon. All items will be kept in a locked display case and returned when the 

display is changed. Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information along with a description of the item you 

are loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you. 

 

Request for Historically Significant Photographs – 1995-2020 

Please e-mail to the church office any photographs you have that capture something of congregational and/or historic 

significance. These may be included in the 175th book or other publications. If you need your photograph(s) scanned, 

please contact the church office or Pastor Brock. 

 

Bingen Show-and Tell 

The first Sunday of every month in 2020, perhaps excluding the summer months, we will hear from our fellow members 

during the Bible Class hour about the history of Bingen, share fun stories and memories, and rejoice in the Lord’s 

continual blessings and grace upon this place for 175 years. If you would like to present an interesting item, story, or 

remembrance during one of these Sundays, please contact Lynn Selking. 

 

 

Historic notes: 

 

February 12, 1911 Resolved: pay teacher $5.00 for addition he built to chicken barn. 

 

March 5, 1911      Shingles were ordered to be placed on the pastor’s smokehouse. 

 

November 22, 1914  Concordia College, Fort Wayne was given permission to visit the homes of our congregation  

and gather gifts for its daily needs. 

 



 

T Christian Stewardship T 
 

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the necessities of life is 

idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show what we care about. Our anxiety reveals what 

we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals what we trust in. 
 

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.”   But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.” Yes, all 

these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have them. He demonstrates this 

with a simple argument. 
 

Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He clothes the lilies of 

the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in 

heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than they 

are?  For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the price of the 

eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did he descend and take on the form 

of a bird? No!  
 

He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He is one of us, our brother. And 

what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering 

and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever.  God became man in Christ Jesus. He 

lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we deserve because of it. He was raised again on the third day to 

overcome sin and death … for us. He was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your 

Father in heaven has given His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give 

us all things to support this body and life? 
 

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about this and find security in 

it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because Jesus, the Son of God is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to believe that God – who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of 

His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit – will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this life.  Jesus says this: Seek 

first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule among us. His rule among us comes when our 

Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time 

and there in eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us. 
 

Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and He promises to give it to 

you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So, seek after that. Those who seek will 

find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be added to you. 
 

Special Collections:   St John Family Assistance – 12/24 Candlelight and 12/25 Christmas Day 
     

    Concordia Theological Seminary – 1/5/20* 
 

    Decatur Area Lutherans for Life – 1/19/20* (Door offering) 
 

*Pending Voter Approval  

 

                    
The Council and Staff at St. John wish all of you a joyous Christmas and a  
Blessed New Year! We also extend a sincere thank you to all the current and outgoing 

church officers and special committee members for their time and efforts this past year.   
It takes many countless hours to make everything run smoothly, continue to function and looking 
great!  God bless the talents you share here at St. John.  And lastly, thanks to all of you not named 
above who just take care of the little things when they are noticed, to those who come and help when 
asked and to those who tend to the repairs and fine tuning as you see fit.  We appreciate you!  
Blessings to all in 2020! 



 

Voters’ Meetings– Monday, December 2nd at 8:00 p.m. Agenda: Election of Officers and approval of the 

2020 church budget.  Monday, January 20th at 8:00 p.m. 
  

Saturday, December 7th - Wyneken’s 27th Annual Craft Show from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Lunch Served 11 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m.; Cookie Corner; Over 70 Vendors; Sponsored by: Wyneken Class of 2020 
 

Music Events in Kramer Chapel  
 

Saturday, December 14, 4:00 p.m. - Advent Candlelight Evening Prayer: Choirs of CTSFW 
 

Wednesday, January 22, 5:00 p.m. - Epiphany Evening Prayer: Kantorei 
 

Thursday, January 23, 4:00 p.m. - Vespers & Organ Recital 
 

Sunday, February 2, 4:00 p.m. - The Presentation of Our Lord Choral Vespers: Schola Cantorum 

 
Donations for The Christmas Marketplace @ CTSFW - Gifts to encourage our future pastors and 

deaconesses. Accepting quilts, gift cards in increments of $10, $20, or $25 for local Fort Wayne merchants and national 

chain stores, $25 and above gas cards, or donate money to the Food & Clothing Co-op by December 1. Contact Deaconess 

Katherine Rittner, Director of the Food & Clothing Co-op, at Katherine.Rittner@ctsfw.edu or (260) 452-2168. Learn more 

about the Food & Clothing Co-op at www.ctsfw.edu/co-op 
 

Concordia High School Christmas at the Embassy   

Please join us for the beautiful and festive concert on Sunday, December 15, at 4:00 pm.  We will 

meet at the church at 2:45 for anyone interested in carpooling.  Tickets are general admission, so 

we want to arrive early to get a good block of seats.  Ticket prices are $15 for adults and $8 for 

students and seniors.  After the concert, you are invited to Les and Jan Zelt’s for hors d’œuvres 

and desserts.  You are welcome to bring a beverage of your choice.  If you are interested in tickets, 

please contact Jani MacDowell at 413-4169 or Jan Zelt at 639-3136.   
 

Save the Date – Chili and Soup Cook-Off – February 8, 2020 at the Hoagland Community Center. 
 

Next Social Committee Meeting – Tuesday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 

Ladies Aid - Quilting every Wednesday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 

December 4th and the 18th are our quilting days this month with our Christmas Party on December 

11th at the Blueberry Pancake House in Monroeville beginning at 11:30 a.m. 

How about making a New Year’s Resolution? Try something that you have never tried. Join us on 

any of the dates whenever your schedule allows. January dates are the 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th. 
 

Cancer Pads – No sewing in December. Next sewing date:  Tuesday, January 21st from 8 – 11 a.m. Contact person  

is Marilyn Kiess. 
 

Ladies Guild Christmas Party – Tuesday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please RSVP to Danelle 

Westrick (260) 615-1019 by December 5th. 
 

 

Card Games – Thursday, December 12th and January 9th and on every 2nd Thursday of the month 

@ 1:30 p.m. We meet in the Parish Hall for cards, snacks and fellowship.  All are welcome to join us! 

 

Membership Directory Updates/Changes 
 
 

Jon M. & Danielle Fuhrman – 10705 N. 200 W., Decatur, IN  46733 

Ryan Dressler – 317-999-3618; 31538 Hunt Club Lane, Westley Chapel, FL 33543 (His Mother’s Address) 

Garry Murdock, Jr.- P.O. Box 6781, El Paso, TX  79906 

PVT Adam Schlemmer, D co 232 Med bn Class, 3820 Williams Way, Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234 
 

 

 

mailto:Katherine.Rittner@ctsfw.edu
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December            Baptismal Birthdays 
 

 

Penny Albersmeyer 

Dustin Anderson 

Jenny Beaulieu 

Dean Berning 

Eugene Berning 

Aric Bradtmueller 

Kevin Brown 

Jessi Bruns 

Lou Ann Bultemeyer 

Sarah Butler 

Carson Canales 

Drexel Canales 

Stephanie Canales 

Isaac Caston 

Troy Christman 

Rhonda Conrad 

Glenys Counterman 

Janet Curtis 

David Embler 

Kane Ferrell 

Timothy Fuhrmann 

Andrew Gavrun  

Khloe Goble 

Cheryl Grant 

Don Gresley 

Theodore Grillot 

Kennedy Groce 

Savanah Handshoe 

Angela Hardesty 

Brian Hartman 

Kendra Heckman 

Joshua Hershberger 

Job Hoffman 

Steven Holle 

Margaret Holley 

Kristin Holt 

Jeffrey Holtzclaw Jr. 

Corbin Howard 

Levi Howard 

Jamison Hyde 

Melvin Kleine 

June Krauss 

Michael Krey 

Fred Kunkel 

Wendy Mahlan 

Pastor Maronde 

Rachel Maronde 

Carson McBride 

Grant McBride 

Todd McBride 

Debra Murdock 

Garry Murdock Jr. 

Glendolyn Rhymer 

Jamie Salima 

Easton Sauer 

Taylor Sauer 

Sandra Sauls 

Donna Scheiman 

Dale Scherer 

Emily Scheumann 

Melinda Scheumann 

Marlene Schieferstein 

Shelby Schieferstein 

Andrew Schwartz 

Amanda Selking 

Emily Selking 

Kyle Selking 

Willis Smith 

Arianna Snyder 

Eric Stockman 

Elley Tedeschi 

Hannah Tedeschi 

Tegan Votaw 

Louis Welch 

Colton Witte 

Harrison Yoquelet 

Turner Yoquelet

 
 

 

 

January            Baptismal Birthdays 
 

 

Bill Anderson 

Lucas Anderson 

Jaxson Augustyniak 

Joshua Augustyniak 

Kathryn Bender 

Don Bixler 

Tyrone Boenker 

Kevin Bradtmueller 

Pastor Brock 

Jack Clear 

Alexander Flower 

Jacob Flower 

Danielle Fuhrman 

Theodore Gilreath 

Cadence Groce 

Jason Groce 

Janice Grover 

Madeline Hartman 

Kayla Hershberger 

Mitchell Hicks 

Florence Hoffman 

Steve Jacobs 

Molly Johnson 

Brooke Kleine 

Delin Kleine 

Ryan Kleine 

Fay Koenemann 

Roger Koenemann 

Patricia Krauss 

Kathleen Krey 

Logan Lepper 

Katie Mahlan 

Bethany Maronde 

Rachel McBride 

David Melcher 

Louise Melcher 

Joy Meyer 

Claire Nelson 

Jennifer M. Oetting 

Miranda Peconge 

Madeleine Plumley 

Carly Radecki 

Jon Reese 

Ritch Reynolds 

Delbert Scheiman 

Andrew Scheumann 

Paul Scheumann 

Emily Schwartz 

Paul Schwartz 

Heath Selking 

Owen Strahm 

Taylor Witte 

Tonda Witte 

William Yunk 

Eileen Zwick

 

 



 
 

December & January   Wedding Anniversaries 
 

12/2     Tyler & Sadie Freeman 

12/2   William & Eileen Zwick 

12/6   David & Lynnda Wilson 

12/12   Luke & Taylor Lepper 

12/14   Jon & Danielle Fuhrman 

12/23   Jon & Cayla Fuhrman 

12/28   Robert & Ann Thorn 

 

12/31    James & Erin Hull 

1/2        Corey & Kathryn Bender  

1/4        Eric & Jennifer Whalen          

1/9        Adam & Tiffany Hoffman 

1/15      Bryan & Jennifer Oetting 

1/21      David & Melanie Scheumann 

1/30      Phillip & Evie DeBolt 

We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have left you out, 

please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special dates.  We invite you to forward 

your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the office continually reviews our membership 

household information, we will make requests of this type of info so that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please 

feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 

Altar Flowers - We offer our thanksgiving to God for His faithful servant, Evelyn Aumann, who coordinated, 

provided, and cared for the Altar, Christmas, and Easter flowers for nearly two decades. We also thank God for Tina 

Caston (260) 701-2272 or tima@icav.us, who will begin assuming this faithful service in January. The new 2020 flower 

chart will be posted in the hallway leading to the Parish Hall soon. Please reserve your Sunday to honor a special 

occasion or just because you want to help beautify our worship. Your willingness is appreciated.  
 

Family Trip – National March for Life – Washington D.C. – 
January 23-26, 2020 – Walk in the National March for Life with hundreds of thousands of prolife individuals, sight-see 

the Smithsonians and Monuments or participate in conferences.  
 

We leave Thursday morning, march on Friday, have a free day Saturday and drive home Sunday. This trip is perfect for 

families and life-long prolife advocates. Info and registration is at www.ichooselife.org/familytrip. 
 

Singing the Faith CD – The small catechism set to music is now available for a suggested donation of $10. 

Available in the church office. 
 

Volunteers Needed -The strategic planning commission requests three individuals from each congregation for each of 

six committees/task forces - a total of 18 individuals from each congregation. The committees are as follows: 

1. Early Childhood 

2. Finance 

3. Identity (faith and service) 

4. Facilities 

5. Citizenship (academics and personal growth) 

6. Personnel (faculty and staff)  

Please contact Randy Lepper (rdlepper.in@netzero.net) if you are willing to serve on one of these committees, indicating 

in which committee(s) you have interest.  
 

Square Dance at The Hoagland Hayloft – Friday, December 13th, Featuring: Bill Werling & Breakaway; 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; Dancing from 8 – 11:30 p.m.; Admission: $10/person; Proceeds benefit St. Peter-Immanuel 

Lutheran School. 
 

Join Cross Connections - Saturday December 14th from 2 p.m.-6 p.m. at Acme Bar and Grill for the annual SOS 

'Serve Our Servants' event during the Army/Navy football game!! For $15 you can enjoy an all-you-can-eat buffet of 

pizza, salad, wings and dessert with the profits going to benefit the 'SOS Fund' at Cross Connections. With this fund, all 

active duty military, police officers, firefighters, EMT workers and their immediate family receive FREE Biblical 

counseling. Come eat, cheer and help give back to those who give so much! 
 

Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute –Dates: January 28th, February 4th, 11th & 18th 

Location: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School     Time: 7-9:15 p.m.  

Please watch the bulletin for information on courses and instructors.  
 

http://www.ichooselife.org/familytrip
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Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
   5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

    Phone: (260)471-5683  Toll-Free: (888)286-8002  

 WorshipAnew.org  /  info@WorshipAnew.org 

         

December 2019 
 

 

December 1, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent 
 

Psalm 118:25-28, Zechariah 9:9b (Antiphon); Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 21:1-11 

“Your King’s Coming!” - Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9b - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 

Your King is coming! What would you do if you were expecting the arrival of a king at your home? Would it make any 

difference in your daily routine? How would you prepare? King Jesus is on His way! He’s coming to you, full of 

righteousness and bearing salvation. Now that’s an advent to look forward to with hope, with expectation, with longing, 

and with urgency. 
 

December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday in Advent 
 

Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

“Band of Brothers” - Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  
 

There is great division in our world. This is also reflected in our country. Jesus came to remove the barriers 

that separate us so we “may abound in hope.” 
 

December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15 

“A Blooming Desert” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 

Do you feel dry and deserted? Are the pressures of life squeezing out the joy of living as a Child of God? Take heart for 

God has Good News for you! Through His prophecy of a “Blooming Desert,” God encourages you! 
 

December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Observed 
 

Psalm 98; Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-18 

“The Bare Truth” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 

The abiding popularity of tell-all, show-all magazines and websites testifies to human curiosity about the “inside scoop,” 

the bare truth, of celebrities, happenings, and other such things. God’s Word truly tells all and shows all as it delivers 

The Bare Truth about history’s most important, consequential person . . . our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The 

Christmas story does so much more than satisfy human curiosity, it shows us God and the way back to Him. 
 

December 29, 2019 – First Sunday after Christmas  
 

Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

“Nothing Stops God” - Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 

The forces for evil seem powerful, indeed. But no evil power can stop God in his plan to save you, or in any of his 

blessed plans for you. 

 
 

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY: 
 

 7:00 a.m.   EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]   

 8:00 a.m.   MyTV 21.3              

 11:30 a.m. WINM-TV 12/38 [TCT]    

 4:00 p.m. & Monday 10:00 a.m.  Comcast 55 & Frontier 25 [PEG] 
 
 

* Note: This is just a short list of viewings on our local channels; more are available with other providers. 
 

“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - www.worshipanew.org 

 

mailto:info@WorshipAnew.org
http://www.worshipanew.org/


 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 
 

Date and Time: October 28, 2019, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Called to Order by: Chairman Randy Lepper 
 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with a Hymn 656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” and a reading 

from John, Chapter 4 followed by a prayer. 
 

Recording Secretary’s Report: 

 The July 8, 2019 Voter’s Meeting minutes were approved as presented. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Randy Lepper stated that the Church Council appointed Nathan Selking to fill the remaining 

term of Jay Witte. 

 Nathan discussed the format of the Treasurer’s report in the 2018 Annual Report that was recently distributed to the 

members. 

 Nathan then presented the “Statement of Financial Position” and “Statement of Activities – Salaries & Maintenance – 

Actual vs. Budget” as of September 30, 2019 (attached).  Nathan explained the new format of the reports.  Nathan 

stated that the 2018 deficit was retired. 

 M/S/C  To accept the Treasurer’s report as corrected 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Delin Kleine presented his report for the 3rd Quarter ending September 30, 2019 

(attached).  Delin reviewed the numbers in his report. Delin noted that without considering the 2018 deficit amount and 

the Pastor Maronde grant, total receipts of $348,165.54 for the year are very close to the amounts received the 3 

previous years.  

 Delin explained that the line item “Reimbursement to Family Assistance Fund” is reimbursement from members that 

have previously benefited from the fund. 

 M/S/C  To accept the Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brock presented the membership changes since our last meeting (attached). 

There were three Baptisms – Allie Nichole Allmandinger on August 25, 2019, Frank Anthony Salerno, Jr. on October 

20, 2019 and Isabellah Huffman on October 28, 2019. 

 

Pastor’s Report (cont.) 

There were three Confirmations – Eric “Rick” Troutner and Dianna Troutner on August 11, 2019 and Frank Anthony 

Salerno, Jr. on October 20, 2019 

Three members were transferred to their eternal glory – Robert Scheumann on July 19, 2019, Jay E. Witte on August 

19, 2019 and David H. Smock on September 24, 2019. 

M/S/C To transfer in Kristin Bixler from St. Peter – Fuelling, Decatur, IN 

M/S/C To grant Seminarian Isaiah Armbrecht an associate membership 

M/S/C To transfer out Rev. Kyle Brown to Grace Lutheran, Hobbs, NM 

M/S/C To transfer out Kayla Selking and son, Lincoln to St. Michael, Ft. Wayne, IN 

M/S/C To transfer out Larry Eckerley and spouse Linda to Ascension, Ft Wayne, IN 

M/S/C To grant Jeremy Aumann a peaceful release at his request 

As of October 28, 2019 there were 893 souls and 689 communicants. 

Pastor reported that Joe and Lin Gorman hosted a joint Middle and High School Youth event at their home on October 

27, 2019.  Pastor thanked Nathan and Joy Selking for hosting these events in the past.  Pastor also thanked Roger and 

Lisa Hormann for their tremendous help with the Youth this past year.  Pastor noted that Chris and Tina Caston will 

be hosting a movie night for the High School Youth at their home on November 10, 2019. 
 

Board of Elders’ Report:  

 No Report 
 

Board of Trustees’ Report: Andrew Scheumann thanked all of the volunteers for their labor and equipment in 

building the stone utility drive along the north and east side of the cemetery. Andrew reported that the sewer system 

repairs are still in the works as they are waiting on parts. 
 

Board of Deacons’ Report:  

 No Report 
 

 



 

Board of Education serving Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School Association: Chris Caston updated the members 

on several items.  First, the new maintenance technician, Chad Bauman, has been able to substantially reduce the 

outstanding maintenance items, however once the School year began, the list has grown.  

 The School also has had sewer issues with 2 of the 6 pumps failing. Randy Everett has been very helpful in solving this 

issue.   

 Chad Bauman donated some new trees and replaced several of the dead trees around the School building 

  The Board plans to paint a wing of the School during Christmas break.  Volunteers will be needed.  The Day Care 

wing was painted recently. 

 There are 189 students enrolled for the 2019 – 2020 school year.  16 students are non member tuition students and 76 

have applied for SGO funds.   

  A Ga-Ga ball court was installed with funds from the PTL and is a big hit at recess.  

 The 2020 – 2021 School calendar was approved.  There will be two days of planned E-learning next year.   

 Day Care is now operating with a budget and some rates have been increased; however cash flow is still tight.  The old 

seventh grade classroom will now be used for the daycare. 

 The Board is continuing to work on job descriptions and updating several policies.  They have revised the grading 

policy for the 1st and 2nd grade. 

 The Strategic Planning committee had their initial meeting on September 21, 2019. 

 There have also been several High School Youth service days this past year. 
 

Board of Education serving the Congregation: 

 No Report 
 

Board of Stewardship: Tyrone Boenker stated that the Board of Christian Stewardship will be preparing the 2020 

budget in the next couple of weeks.  If anyone has any budgetary requests, the requests need to be to the Board by 

October 28, 2019. 
 

Board of Planning:  

   No Report 
 

Board of Evangelism:  

 No Report 
 

Wills Committee: 

 No Report 
 

Committee for Management and Care of the Farmland in the New Church Building Fund: 

No Report 
 

175th Anniversary Committee: Lynn Selking announced in 2020 there will be a guest preacher once a month.  They are 

planning a meet and greet with the guest preacher on the previous Saturday night.   

 Lynn thanked all of the members for their help in rubbing the tombstones in the older part of the cemetery. 

 Lynn stated that the committee is making a video of old and new pictures.  If any member has pictures that they would 

like to include, the pictures need to get to the committee very soon. 

 Lynn commented that there will be wooden Christmas tree ornament for sale soon. 

 No Report 
 

Cemetery Committee: 

 No Report 
 

Old Business: 

 M/S/C That any future donations received for the reduction of the 2018 deficit be applied to the 2019 Salaries 

and Maintenance Fund 
 

New Business: 

 Randy Lepper announced that he appointed the following members to the 2019 nominating committee: Ron 

Bultemeier, Chairman, Randy Lepper, Kurt Frecker, Royce Bradbury and Jesse Holt along with Tyrone Boenker, Gary 

Murdock, Sr. and Jon Fuhrman as associate members. 

 M/S/C To accept the appointments to the 2019 Nominating Committee 

 Randy Lepper stated that the 2019 convention of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod adopted Res. 9-05, “To Amend 

the Constitution to Address Individual Membership and Advisory Representation”.  This amendment (attached) acts in 

a concerted manner on Articles V, VI, IX, XII and XIII to address accumulated unclarities and contradictions resulting 

from piecemeal amendment of the Constitution over many years while maintaining the essential substance of the 

Constitution. 

 M/S/C To approve Res. 9-05 

 



 

A member asked a question regarding the call committee for the Youth and Family Life Coordinator.  Randy Lepper 

responded that the committee is on hold as the timing is not good to call an individual for the position.  

M/S/C To Adjourn at 9:24 p.m. 

 Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 43 

Others Present: 0 

 

  Respectfully Submitted 

  Jeffery L. Kiess   

                            Don Gresley 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
The Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School Board of Education is looking for volunteer help 

 to paint the lower grade hallway and locker rooms 

 

When: Saturday, December 21st from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM 
Saturday, December 28th from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM 
Tuesday, December 31st from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

 

Positions Needing Filled Are: 
  Taping and area prep 

  Washing of walls and surfaces 

Painting of trim and jams 

  Cutting in  

  Rolling of walls  
 

In order to efficiently complete our goal of painting the lower grade hallway and locker rooms over the Christmas break 

holiday, we are asking for all available volunteers to fill out the attached form and submit the form to the school office or 

your church office by December 13th. 

 

Verbal commitments may be called to   Chris Caston at (260) 701-2276 

E-mail commitments may be e-mailed to  Chris Caston at chris@icav.us  

 

All volunteers will be scheduled according to the information filled out below and you will be contacted on or before 

December 20th with your scheduled time slot.   Bring a ladder, if you have one available. 

 

THANK YOU! in advance for your consideration and willingness to help control costs and maintain our first-class 

facility. 

 

Sincerely, 

Wyneken Board of Education 

 
 

I’m willing to help with the following tasks  I’m available for help on the dates marked 

 Washing of walls and surfaces _____  Saturday, December 21st       __________ 

Taping and area prep  _____  Saturday December 28th  __________ 

 Painting of trim and jams _____   Tuesday December 31st   __________ 

 Cutting in    _____ 

 Rolling of walls   _____ 

 All or any above  _____ 
 

My name _______________________________________________________________ 
 

My preferred contact phone number _________________________________________   

 

My preferred e-mail contact ________________________________________________  

mailto:chris@icav.us
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