St. John Lutheran Church T Bingen
PASSION SUNDAY
With the Procession of Palms
14 April 2019
As We Gather...
The service of Passion Sunday, beginning with the procession of palms, reflects the contrasting
attitudes toward Jesus that were on display during the days leading up to His crucifixion. "Palm
Sunday" is named after the palms that were spread before Jesus as He entered Jerusalem. The
acclamation of the people, "Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord," clearly reveals that they hailed Jesus as the messianic king. Yet only days later, our
Lord would hear the cry "Crucify!" This contrast is reflected on this day as the joy of His
triumphal entry into Jerusalem gives way to the somber remembrance of His passion (from the
Latin passio which means "suffering"). The extended reading from the passion narrative sets
before the faithful all that our Lord did on our behalf. Thus is the Church prepared to enter Holy
Week – the most important week of the entire Church Year.

Prayer before Worship...
Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, the very name
by which we are saved. Hosanna in the highest. Lord Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of
lords, we thank and praise You for continuing among us the preaching of Your Gospel. Send
Your blessing upon the proclamation and hearing of your holy passion this day, and by Your
Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that we may repent of our sins, be
strengthened in the divine truth of Your love and forgiveness, and remain steadfast in Your grace;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PRELUDE

T PROCESSION OF PALMS T
Please stand and turn to face the Processional Cross.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna to the Son of David.
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COLLECT
P Let us pray. Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands,
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we
may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with
trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out,
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!" His disciples did not understand
these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things
had been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear
witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this
sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him."
P
C
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
Children's Choir - stanza 3

LSB 442

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to
take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we
may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

HOLY BAPTISM (10:30 a.m.)

Winston Charles Grillot

Sit
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(LSB 268)

T THE PASSION READING T
Luke 22-23
The Plot to Kill Jesus

Luke 22:1-6

A Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. And the chief
priests and the scribes were seeking how to put [Jesus] to death, for they feared the people.
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. He
went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to
them. And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. So he consented and sought an
opportunity to betray him to them in the absence of a crowd.

HYMN

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

The Institution of the Lord's Supper

LSB 440 (stanzas 1, 2)

Luke 22:7-23

A Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.
So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
P “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.”
A They said to him,
Men
“Where will you have us prepare it?”
A He said to them,
P “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.
Follow him into the house that he enters and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says
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A
P
A
P
A
P
A
P

C

to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he
will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.”
And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. And
when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them,
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will
not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said,
“Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But behold, the hand
of him who betrays me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been
determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!”
And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to
do this.

HYMN

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

LSB 440 (stanzas 3, 4)
Choir:
4. Grant that I Your passion view
With repentant grieving.
Let me not bring shame to You
By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun
Ev'ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God's only Son
Suffered without measure?

3. Yet, O Lord, not thus alone
Make me see Your passion,
But its cause to me make known
And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin
Wrought Your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been
Of Your crucifixion.

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

Luke 22:24-34

A A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest.
And [Jesus] said to them,
P “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them
are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at
table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the
one who serves. You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, and I assign to you, as
my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your
faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
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A
C
A
P

Peter said to him,
“Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.”
Jesus said,
“I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you
know me.”

HYMN

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

LSB 440 (stanzas 5, 6)
Choir:
6. Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav'n above
Sing Your praise forever.

5. If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives
A
P
A
C
A
P

A
C
A
P
A
P
A
P
A

P

Luke 22:35-46

And [Jesus] said to them,
“When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?”
They said,
“Nothing.”
He said to them,
“But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one
who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you that this Scripture must be
fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about
me has its fulfillment.”
And they said,
“Look, Lord, here are two swords.”
And he said to them,
“It is enough.”
And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples
followed him. And when he came to the place, he said to them,
“Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying,
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours,
be done.”
And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an
agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling
down to the ground. And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found
them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them,
“Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
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CHOIR

If It Is Your Will

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

Luke 22:47-53

A While [Jesus] was still speaking, there came a crowd,
and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said
to him,
P “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?”
A And when those who were around him saw what would
follow, they said,
C “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”
A And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and
cut off his right ear. But Jesus said,
P “No more of this!”
A And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of
the temple and elders, who had come out against him,
P “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? When I was with you day
after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of
darkness.”

HYMN

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken
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LSB 439 (stanzas 1-3)

Peter Denies Jesus

Luke 22:54-62

A

Then they seized [Jesus] and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house,
and Peter was following at a distance. And when they had kindled a fire in the middle
of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among them. Then a servant
girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said,
Women “This man also was with him.”
A
But he denied it, saying,
Men
“Woman, I do not know him.”
A
And a little later someone else saw him and said,
Women “You also are one of them.”
A
But Peter said,
Men
“Man, I am not.”
A
And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying,
Women “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.”
A
But Peter said,
Men
“Man, I do not know what you are talking about.”
A
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord
turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he
had said to him,
P
“Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.”
C
And he went out and wept bitterly.

HYMN

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken
Choir:
4. What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.
5. The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted;
God is committed.
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LSB 439 (stanza 4, 5)

Jesus Before the Council

Luke 22:63-71

A When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief
priests and scribes. And they led [Jesus] away to their council, and they said,
C “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
A But he said to them,
P “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now on
the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”
A So they all said,
C “Are you the Son of God, then?”
A And he said to them,
P “You say that I am.”
A Then they said,
C “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

HYMN

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken

LSB 439 (stanzas 6, 7)

6. There was no spot in me by sin untainted;
Sick with sin’s poison, all my heart had fainted;
My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me,
Such woe it wrought me.
7. O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded,
That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded!
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying
While Thou wert dying.

Jesus before Pilate and Herod

Luke 23:1-25

A

Then the whole company of them arose and brought [Jesus] before Pilate. And they
began to accuse him, saying,
Women “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to
Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.”
A
And Pilate asked him,
Men
“Are you the King of the Jews?”
A
And he answered him,
P
“You have said so.”
A
Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds,
Men
“I find no guilt in this man.”
A
But they were urgent, saying,
Women “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this
place.”
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A

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned
that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired
to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done
by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The chief priests
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated
him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent
him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day,
for before this they had been at enmity with each other. Pilate then called together the
chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them,
Men “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after
examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your
charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing
deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.”
A
But they all cried out together,
C
“Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”
A
— a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for
murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, but they kept
shouting,
C
“Crucify, crucify him!”
A
A third time he said to them,
Men “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will
therefore punish and release him.”
A
But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their
voices prevailed. So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. He released
the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they
asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.

HYMN

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken
Choir:
8.
O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory!
How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story?
How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer?
What dare I offer?
9.

For vainly doth our human wisdom ponder—
Thy woes, Thy mercy, still transcend our wonder.
Oh, how should I do aught that could delight Thee!
Can I requite Thee?
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LSB 439 (stanzas 8, 9)

The Crucifixion

Luke 23:26-43

A

And as they led [Jesus] away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from
the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there followed him a
great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him.
But turning to them Jesus said,
P
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren
and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then they will begin
to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
A
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when
they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said,
P
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
A
And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the
rulers scoffed at him, saying,
C
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!”
A
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying,
C
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
A
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
A
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying,
Men
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”
A
But the other rebuked him, saying,
Women “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has
done nothing wrong.”
A
And he said,
Women “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
A
And he said to him,
P
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

HYMN

Christ, the Life of All the Living

4. Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,
Treating Thee with shameful scorn
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,
That as Thine Thou mightest own me
And with heav'nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
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LSB 420 (stanzas 4, 5)
5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Stand

The Death of Jesus

Luke 23:44-49

A It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus,
calling out with a loud voice, said,
P “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
A And having said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God, saying,
C “Certainly this man was innocent!”
A And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken
place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who
had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

HYMN

Christ, the Life of All the Living

1. Christ, the life of all the living,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff'rings, death, and merit
I eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

LSB 420 (stanzas 1, 6)
6. Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Sit

Jesus Is Buried

Luke 23:50-56

A Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish
town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council,
a good and righteous man, who had not consented to
their decision and action; and he was looking for the
kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and
wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb
cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. It
was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was
beginning. The women who had come with him from
Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body
was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and
ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment.
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HYMN

Christ, the Life of All the Living

2. Thou, ah! Thou, has taken on Thee
Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver
From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

LSB 420 (stanzas 2, 7)
7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

SERMON
Stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

OFFERING

Choir – Ride On

Stand

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T
PREFACE
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose,
there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden
might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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Sit
DISTRIBUTION
Distribution Hymns
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

LSB 441

17

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

LSB 438

18

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

LSB 443
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(Children's Choir - stanza 1)

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

LSB 423

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all
Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

No Tramp of Soldier's Marching Feet

LSB 444

Please join us for Holy Week Services
(described on the following pages)
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Holy (Maundy) Thursday – April 18
1 p.m. & 7 p.m.: Divine Service
The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution
The Service of the Sacrament
The Stripping of the Altar
Holy (Maundy) Thursday marks the first of three sacred days known as the Triduum Sacrum (Latin for
"sacred three days"). The Triduum includes Holy (Maundy) Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.
The name "Maundy Thursday" (from the Latin mandatum, which means "commandment") comes from the
Lord's words in John 13:34: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another." To emphasize the primacy of our Savior's actions for us (as
distinct from our actions which respond in faith to God's actions for us), the name "Holy Thursday" is
commonly used, helpfully inclusive not only of the Lord's washing of the disciples' feet and commandment
to love, but also of His institution of the Lord's Supper on the night when He was betrayed. Holy (Maundy)
Thursday includes the Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, signaling the end of the Lenten
preparation with the absolution and peace of Christ that stand at the center of the Triduum. The Stripping
of the Altar concludes the service, demonstrating the depth of Christ's servanthood in preparation for the
Church's observance of Jesus' death on Good Friday. Because the Triduum is seen as one service in three
parts or days, no Benediction is spoken at the conclusion of the Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service. The
Triduum continues uninterrupted with the Chief Service on Good Friday.

Good Friday – April 19
1 p.m.: Chief Service
7 p.m.: Tenebrae Vespers
The Passion of Our Lord
The Bidding Prayer
The Reproaches
The Service of the Sacrament

The Passion of Our Lord
The Bidding Prayer
The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of
candles)
The Strepitus

Good Friday stands at the heart and center of the sacred Triduum, even as Christ's death on the cross, which
it commemorates and celebrates, stands at the heart and center of the Christian faith and life. The name for
Good Friday may originally have been "God's Friday," but it is certainly also "good" because of the good
gifts Christ won for us on this day. The services of this day are marked by the Church's deepest humility
and most solemn reverence, for she gives her attention to the cross and Passion of her dear Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. The Church's sorrow and contrition do not give way to despair, however; nor does she mourn
the death of Christ. Good Friday is not observed as a funeral for Jesus, and we do not seek to self-cultivate
feelings of sadness or pity for our Savior as His Passion is read. Rather, this is a day for repentance over sin
and restrained joy and praise for the redemption that our Savior accomplished for us on the cross. Thus, in
repentant faith the Church gives thanks for Christ's atoning sacrifice and lays hold of His redemption in the
hearing of His Gospel and in the eating and drinking of His body and blood.
At 1pm on Good Friday will be the Chief Service, appropriately scheduled during the hours our Savior
hung upon the cross. It contains a number of ancient elements, particularly the reading of the St. John
Passion, the Bidding Prayer, and the Reproaches. The concluding hymn, The Royal Banners Forward Go,
ensures that the final note of the service is one of triumph, for God's faithful know the end of the story. At
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7pm on Good Friday will be the Tenebrae Vespers. The service of Tenebrae (meaning "darkness") consists
of the extinguishing of the church lights. A more recent addition to Tenebrae, often referred to as the
"strepitus" (meaning "loud noise"), occurs after the last candle is extinguished. While the action has a
variety of interpretations, including the scourging of Jesus by the soldiers and the earthquake at the moment
of Christ's death, its placement in our Triduum services suggests another common understanding - the
closing of Christ's tomb. As with the concluding hymn in the Chief Service, the return of the Light of
Christ at the end of the Tenebrae Vespers ensures that the final note of the service is one of triumph as we
anticipate the joys of Easter in the certain knowledge of Christ's resurrection from the dead. Because these
services constitute the center part of the Triduum, the Good Friday Chief Service and Tenebrae Vespers
have neither entrance rite nor benediction; these holy three days conclude with the Vigil of Easter.

Holy Saturday – April 20
8 p.m.: Decatur-Circuit Vigil of Easter
The Service of Light
The Service of Readings
The Service of Holy Baptism
The Service of Prayer
The Service of the Word
The Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday brings the Holy Triduum to a festive completion. In much the same
way as Holy (Maundy) Thursday is the completion of Lent and the beginning of the Triduum, so the Easter
Vigil both completes the Triduum and ushers in the Fifty Days of Eastertide. This transition is poignantly
manifested in the course of the vigil, which progresses purposefully from darkness to light. In some places
throughout the early centuries of the Church's life, the people of God would hold vigil, which means "keep
watch," through the night in expectation of Christ's return. As the Church gathered in vigil, she waited in
hopeful expectation for the appearance of the resurrected Christ in those most recently born in Him, and,
therefore, those who had prepared throughout Lent to be joined to Christ were baptized at the vigil. At the
dawn of the new day at Easter sunrise, the newly baptized joined the entire Church in the chorus of
alleluias at Christ's resurrection from the dead. While making a vigil through the night may not be common
today, Christians nonetheless gather on Holy Saturday to wait in expectation for the news of Christ's
resurrection and for His second coming. As a service of watching that ushers in the resurrection, the Vigil
of Easter is traditionally comprised of six parts: 1) the Service of Light; 2) the Service of Readings; 3) the
Service of Holy Baptism; 4) the Service of Prayer; 5) the Service of the Word; 6) the Service of the
Sacrament. Here at St. John (and this year we are again privileged to host other congregations in our circuit
for this Vigil Service), we do not hold vigil through the whole night as in the time of the ancient Church,
and so the Service of the Sacrament is not included in our Easter Vigil, but is reserved for Easter morning
itself. However, because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day in the sacred Triduum and ushers in our
celebration of the Resurrection, the service ends with the Benediction (which has not been heard since the
beginning of the Triduum) and the Easter Acclamation: Christ is risen!

The Resurrection of Our Lord – April 21
6:30 a.m.: Easter Sunrise Divine Service
10:30 a.m.: Easter Day Divine Service
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