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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On Sunday, March 3, we will observe the Transfiguration of our Lord. As now we say farewell to winter in March we
also say farewell, for a time, to our "Alleluias." Still, knowing that death has been defeated by Jesus' death, believing that
the grave has been opened by Jesus' resurrection, and trusting that the Lord's Word will accomplish the purpose for
which God sends it forth, we faithfully learn to pray the words of the ancient Latin hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness:
Alleluia cannot always / Be our song while here below;
Alleluia, our transgressions / Make us for a while forgo;
For the solemn time is coming / When our tears for sin must flow.
Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, / Grant us, blessed Trinity,
At the last to keep Thine Easter / With Thy faithful saints on high;
There to Thee forever singing / Alleluia joyfully.
Just as the season of winter teaches us to anticipate the promised blessings of spring and summer, so does the season of
Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th, prepare and teach us to anticipate and rejoice in the gifts of
Christ's death and resurrection. Trusting in the gracious promise that our Lord hears our prayers for all things needful,
and that He gives us all things needful through His Word and Sacraments, our Lenten theme this year is "Penitential
Psalms." As such, we might say that the prayer of this Lenten season is “Lord, teach us to pray.” And he does. Over the
last 15 years, I have learned this especially from John Pless and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. What follows is an introductory
summary of what I have learned and what we will hear throughout the season of Lent.
We poor, miserable sinners do not know how to pray; we have no words that God wants to hear. Thus, God in His mercy
speaks first to us. “Lord, open my lips,” and only then will “my mouth declare Your praise.” God speaks first. Jesus
prays for us. We pray only in Him, baptized into the Son of God to be a child of the heavenly Father so that with all
boldness and confidence we may ask our Father in heaven as dear children ask their dear father.
A child learns to speak because his father speaks to him. The child therefore learns the speech of his father. If the father
is speaking Spanish, the child learns Spanish. If the father is speaking German, then the child learns German. If the father
is speaking Christ and Him crucified, then the child learns to speak of Christ and Him crucified. Likewise, we learn to
speak to God because He speaks to us by His Son. Just like a little child, we repeat God’s Word back to Him, after Him.
Thus, God’s Word in Holy Scripture is and must be the basis of our prayer. Bonhoeffer famously wrote that our prayers
should arise out of the richness of God’s Word and not out of the poverty of our own heart. For without our Father in
heaven, we do not know how to speak; we do not know how to pray.
To teach us to pray, the Lord has given us the prayer book of the Psalms. Perhaps this seems odd at first since (as
Bonhoeffer observes) Holy Scripture is the Word of God while prayer is the word of man. How is it that the Bible is the
Word of God even in the Psalms? How are prayers to God also God’s own Word? Only in Jesus Christ, true God and
true Man. By His mouth, the Word of God becomes the word of man. The Psalms are therefore the prayers of Jesus
which He prays for us, vicariously, as our substitute. We pray the Psalms always and only in Christ. Just like the Lord’s
Prayer, the prayer that Jesus teaches us to pray, we pray “Our Father” only in and with His only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ. God is the Father because He has a Son, Jesus. Only through Holy Baptism into the Son can we call on God as
our Father. Thus even when no neighbor is near you, still we say, “Our Father,” for we always and only pray in and with
Jesus, our Brother, who always prays to our Father with and for us.
Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, who has known and borne every human weakness in His own flesh, He pours out the
heart of all humanity before God the Father, standing in our place and praying for us. He has known torment and pain,
guilt and death more deeply than we have. And he therefore knows us better than we know ourselves. Becoming man for
our sake, the Psalms and Lord’s Prayer are His prayer. They can also be our prayer only because they are first His prayer,
and we pray in Him.

We therefore first ask what the Psalms have to do with Jesus Christ, and NOT what they have to do with us. Only when
we understand the Psalms as God’s Word, as the God-Man Jesus’ prayer, can we learn to pray them. And when we do
confess this truth, then we humbly realize that our prayers do not depend on whether the Psalms adequately express what
we feel at any given moment in our heart or mind. If we are to pray rightly, then it may be necessary to pray contrary to
and against our own heart. What is important is not what we want to pray, but what God wants us to pray. Again
Bonhoeffer: the richness of God’s Word should determine our prayer, not the poverty of our heart.
The Psalms, then, are the Word of God He wants us first to hear and then the word He wants to hear from us, the Word
of His beloved Son. This makes the Psalms pure grace, pure gift, for God gives us what He wants to hear from us, the
sacrifice of thanksgiving. The Psalter therefore is the prayer book of the whole Christian Church, a book of all the saints,
a guide the saints have followed since the beginning. We should follow it too.
And that is what we will do throughout this Lenten season as we learn from the Psalms how to lament before God.
Lament is evoked by the strength of God’s promises, and it is therefore the opposite of despairing of God. Lament does
not negate the promise of God, but rather clings to it, “rubbing God’s promises in His ears,” as Luther remarked. Thus, if
there is no promise, then lament is impossible. But there is a promise, for in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
and we too shall arise. In the meantime, the Psalms teach us to pray in the midst of trials and tribulations that contradict
what we know and trust in Christ. They give us Words to recall the past goodness of God and hope in His final salvation
when our praise will no longer be interrupted by affliction, temptation, and lament.
I warmly invite and strongly encourage you to receive the gifts of our Lord throughout this Lenten season,
making your attendance at our midweek services a priority in your March and April schedule. Please also take a
moment to read the introduction to Lent, included on the following pages, that your participation in our midweek
services may be encouraged and enhanced through a few notes about the Lenten season itself as well as our own Lenten
journey this year at St. John.
In Christ,
Pastor

+ Lent 2019 +
Historical, Liturgical, and Theological Background
A little history...
The church's first historical record of the Lenten season is from the Canons of Nicaea in A.D. 325. Since the early
church's practice was to baptize catechumens at the Easter Vigil, the custom of fasting for these forty days before Easter
may have originated in the required fasting of candidates for Holy Baptism. The number 40 is suggested by the flood as
well as the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and especially of our Lord Himself. If you look at your calendar and count, you will
notice that the season of Lent actually contains 46 calendar days. This is because every Sunday is a "little Easter" and,
technically, not counted as a day of Lenten fasting! With six Sundays throughout the season of Lent, "46 days" - "6
Sundays" = "40 days of Lent!"

Lent as both penitential and catechetical...
In the Lutheran Church, repentance and catechesis are emphasized more than actual, physical fasting. Nevertheless,
Martin Luther writes in The Small Catechism, "Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But
that person is truly worthy and well prepared [to partake of the Lord's Supper and, we might add, to celebrate the joyful
victory of Christ's Easter resurrection] who has faith in these words: 'Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.'"
Such worthiness and preparedness is accomplished in us only by God through the work of His holy Word: "So faith
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17).
To that end, the penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lent is catechetical because it points us toward
our Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. As mentioned above, Lent historically developed as a season of
preparation for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the church's refocus on the significance of Holy
Baptism. The daily drowning of contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire Christian life of discipleship, is
deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This repentance is never the product of human
wisdom, reason, strength or effort. Rather, it is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the
Law (which shows us our sin) and the Gospel (which shows us our Savior). The Law crucifies the old sinful nature that
clings to our flesh, and the Gospel raises up the new man in us. (Romans 5:12-6:14)
Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, nor is it an
appeal for greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed proclamation and
confession of the Law and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly penitential and
most surely catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ as the fountain and source of
forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Lent at St. John, Bingen in 2019
As noted and introduced above, the theme for St. John's Lenten Midweek Services is "Penitential Psalms." Starting on
Ash Wednesday and continuing every Wednesday in Lent, we will reflect on the Penitential Psalms of the Psalter. As in
previous years, our Lenten series will follow the Office of Vespers for our 1pm midweek services and the Office of
Evening Prayer for our 7pm midweek services. Each service will last approximately 35-40 minutes. We rejoice to
welcome the students of Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School at the 1 p.m. Office of Vespers, and various vocal choirs
from Wyneken will sing the Psalm with the congregation at each 1 p.m. service, as will our adult choir at 7 p.m. For
those who desire to commune, an abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be offered approximately 15 minutes after
the 7 p.m. Evening Prayer Office.

Please seriously consider making this year's Lenten worship
opportunities a commitment and priority in your weekly schedule.

2019 Lenten Service Schedule
"LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS"
March 6: + Ash Wednesday + LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 51
1 p.m. & 7 p.m.: Divine Service
The Litany for Ash Wednesday
The Imposition of Ashes
The Service of the Word
The Service of the Sacrament

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 6
Psalmody
Psalm 6 (ant.: v. 4b)
Office Hymn
LSB 565
Readings
1st Reading:
Genesis 3:1-15
nd
2 Reading:
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
3rd Reading:
The Passion of Our Lord: I. The Lord’s Supper
Closing Hymn
LSB 430

March 13:

Midweek Services
1 p.m.: Vespers
7 p.m.: Evening Prayer

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 38
Psalmody
Psalm 38 (ant.: v. 21)
Office Hymn
LSB 559
Readings
1st Reading:
Galatians 3:10-13
nd
2 Reading:
1 John 1:5-2:2
3rd Reading:
The Passion of Our Lord: II. Gethsemane
Closing Hymn
LSB 731

March 20:

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 32
Psalmody
Psalm 32 (ant.: v. 5a)
Office Hymn
LSB 608
Readings
1st Reading:
Romans 3:10-28
2nd Reading:
Luke 5:27-32
rd
3 Reading:
The Passion of Our Lord: III. The High Priest’s Palace
Closing Hymn
LSB 421

March 27:

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 130
Psalmody
Psalm 130 (ant.: v. 4a)
Office Hymn
LSB 607
Readings
1st Reading:
Romans 7:15-25
2nd Reading:
Luke 13:1-5
3rd Reading:
The Passion of Our Lord: IV. The Praetorium
Closing Hymn
LSB 419

April 3:

April 10:

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY: PENITENTIAL PSALMS: Psalm 142

Psalmody
Office Hymn
Readings

Closing Hymn

Psalm 142 (ant.: v. 3a)
LSB 437
1st Reading:
1 Samuel 22:1-2; 24:1-20
2nd Reading:
Matthew 15:21-28
3rd Reading:
The Passion of Our Lord: V. Calvary
LSB 798

Holy Week
(An explanation of Holy Week will be included in the April Newsletter)
Passion Sunday (with the Procession of Palms) + April 14
The Procession of Palms
The Passion Reading
The Service of the Sacrament

Holy (Maundy) Thursday + April 18
(First part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover)
The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution
The Service of the Word
The Service of the Sacrament
The Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday + April 19
(Second part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover)
1pm

Chief Service
The Passion of Our Lord
The Bidding Prayer
The Reproaches
The Service of the Sacrament

7pm

Tenebrae Vespers
The Passion of Our Lord
The Bidding Prayer
The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of candles)
The Strepitus

Holy Saturday + April 20
(Third part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover)
Decatur-Circuit Easter Vigil Service @ St. John + Bingen, 8pm
The Service of Light
The Service of Readings
The Service of Holy Baptism
The Service of Prayer
The Service of the Word

The Resurrection of Our Lord
April 21, 2019
6:30 a.m.: Festival Divine Service
8:00 a.m.: All-Congregation Picture in Church
8:15 a.m.: Easter Breakfast
10:30 a.m.: Festival Divine Service

Please note the all-congregation picture that will be taken in church
immediately after the 6:30 a.m. Festival Divine Service (approximately 8
a.m.). This picture is part of our preparations for the 175th Anniversary in
2020 and will be included in future anniversary publications. We encourage
those planning to come to the 10:30 a.m. Festival Divine Service to arrive at
this time for the picture and then enjoy the Easter breakfast until the next
service.

A.D. 2020 – 175th Anniversary of St. John, Bingen
+ One LORD, One Faith, One Future +
In thanksgiving for 175 years of God’s grace at Bingen, we have designated a 175th Anniversary Mission Offering with
the goal of raising $175,000 by December 26, 2020 to support the church's mission and mercy work in Tanzania, Africa
and for international students studying at Concordia Theological Seminary. Members and friends of St. John, both past
and present, are invited to show forth their thankfulness to the Lord by supporting this special mission project from now
through 2020. Further information and forms for “purchasing” a “brick” for the church model are available in the entry
of the church.
The 175th Committee has set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. The two cases of historic items are updated
monthly, with one case filled with new items and the second case containing the items from the previous month. If you
have any historic, Bingen-related items of interest (such as pictures, documents, or artifacts) that you would like to loan
for the display, please contact committee chairman Lynn Selking or archivist Linda Abdon. All items are kept in a locked
display case and returned when the display is changed. Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information
along with a description of the item you are loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you.
Historic notes from congregational minutes:
1893
March 7, 1897
November, 1907

A second teacher was added to the school.
More area needed to tie horses. Resolved to use area in front of church and, if necessary, use the
school grounds.
Ladies Aid Society formed.

+ Christian Stewardship +
Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of God’s providential care. We understand that we’re not islands unto
ourselves. We could not exist without those who have gone before us and those who walk alongside us. God has given us
forefathers in family, country, and faith. We are recipients of what God worked through them. We know God provides
for our well-being through these means.
He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But more than that, God created and gave us all the things those farmers
and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for milking, the steers for grilling. He gave
each of those things for our nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste,
their nutritional value, etc., we would not exist.
God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments, and, of course, He
gave us everything to make those medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those things the properties to be
utilized for those purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing properties into those things – and without God
creating the ability within man to learn this and implement it to serve our medical needs – we would not enjoy the health
we do now.
But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and provides for the necessities of life through
the labor of our hands:
“Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all
craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in
carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of
Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34)
And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands, and attached to hands are arms with strength. He
created us with minds to make those arms and hands move and accomplish the work set before us. And with that mind,
He has given us reason and senses.
That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before we press those
arms and hands into labor. It allows us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead of having to
experience every situation personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes, as well as from the accomplishments, of
ourselves and others. This can be done for our entire body, all our skills and talents, everything that makes us … us.
So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First Article of the
Creed when we say that we “believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”
But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more articles that deal with God’s provision for our
spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to die and be raised on the third day for our justification. He delivers that
justification through the means of grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and the Lord’s Supper). And to give
you those means of grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally everything we have and everything we are in this
life – and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about — giving thanks for God’s
provision for us. To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a feeling in our hearts.
It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out through the mouth in praise for God’s
gifts and in love and charity through the hands to our neighbors in family, country, and church.
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16).
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gifts — for everything we have and everything we are. Do this not only in
word but also in deed.

Upcoming Youth Events
Middle School Youth Event
Sunday, March 24 – Bowling and Ballyhoo at Georgetown Entertainment
We will meet in the Bingen parking lot at 1 p.m. on Sunday, March 24 to carpool to Georgetown Entertainment. There
we shall bowl. We shall also take advantage of the SUPER SUNDAY WRISTBAND SPECIAL!!!! (It helps if you read
it in the voice of a WWE wrestling announcer…or used car commercial voiceover). That means unlimited bowling and
the 4D Dark Ride Theater (whatever that is) and the Augmented Rock Wall and the Spin-Zone Bumper Cars and free
admission to Pastor Broccoli’s epic and merciless bowling domination of Remington (who recently bowled a 257 and
owns his own ball…but I bring my own shoelaces, so…). Oh, and there will be food. All of it will be included. None of
it will be healthy. We plan to be back at Bingen at 5 p.m. Please let Rev. bRock-the-Lanes know if you plan to participate
by Thursday, March 21. Cost is $10 per youth. Parents, as always, we need drivers, who get to play and eat for free.
Please let me know if you’re willing. Otherwise we will stack the children like cord-wood in the back of my truck. Don’t
worry, though, I have straps. #safetysecondfirst

February’s Ice-Skating & Coney Island Event:

High School Youth Activities
March 3; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Youth Gathering at Parsonage 1
March 8-10; Snow Skiing in Northern Michigan
We will depart the Bingen parking lot at 5 p.m. on Friday, arrive in Harbor Springs / Petoskey, MI Friday night where we
have free lodging at Royce and Shelly Bradbury’s condo as well as Brian and Angela Horning’s house, ski all day
Saturday, go to church Sunday morning at Zion Lutheran in Petoskey, and return to Decatur by mid-afternoon Sunday.
Total cost is $100 per person for the whole weekend (which seems like a good deal for transportation, two nights of
lodging, lift tickets, equipment rentals, and food). Bring additional funds for additional items – snacks at the lodge,
souvenirs at the shop, casts and crutches at the emergency room, etc. If you have not already done so, please tell Skibunny Brock if you plan to participate.

March 17; 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Wyneken Service and Game Night
Join your fellow Wyneken alumni for an hour or so of service at
your alma mater. We will then play an exciting game of
paintball throughout every hallway and classroom followed by
traditional lawn darts on the gymnasium floor. Complaints and
concerns about this may be sent to imjustkidding@getjokes.edu.

March 24; 7:00 p.m. – Music Concert
The Sheboygan Lutheran High School Music Department from
Sheboygan, Wisconsin is coming to Wyneken to hold a concert
at 7 p.m. on Sunday, March 24th! Come and enjoy the beautiful
music!!!

March 31 – Gathering @ Parsonage 1
High School Movie Night at the Castons

Bingen-specific Youth Activities (Middle & High School)
Ash Wednesday Supper – March 6
All Bingen youth are encouraged to help with this. Supper service begins at 5:15 p.m. Please come early to help set-up.

Set-up for Men’s Fish Fry – Saturday, March 16; 4 p.m.
The male Bingen youth are asked to help set up for the men’s fish fry on Saturday, March 16 at 4 p.m. It should take less
than an hour.

Ladies Aid - Quilting every Wednesday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Want to learn an old craft that your grandmothers and great-grandmothers did to pass the time away? Why not join
the Ladies Aid on Wednesday’s to learn how to hand quilt. You may spend the whole day or just a few hours as
your schedule allows. We break for lunch (bring a sack lunch for yourself) and join us for some laughs and
wonderful conversations.

Cancer Pads
Next sewing date: TUESDAY, March 19th from 8 – 11 a.m. The ladies of the congregation stitched 608 Cancer
Bed Pads in 2018, and I’m thankful to all who take time to “stitch.” Northeast Indiana Cancer Services
appreciates our donations of the pads which they distribute to families/patients in need. I encourage you to
join us in “stitching” (which is very easy) on the 3rd Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall from 8-11 a.m.
Even an hour of your time would be helpful. Bring your needle, white thread and thimble and you will be helping
people who greatly appreciate it. Sheet donations are always welcome. They can be dropped off in the Parish Hall Guild Storage Room. If you have any questions, please contact Marilyn Kiess.

Ladies Guild - All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
Date: March 19, 2019
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Place: Parish Hall
Roll Call: Favorite Spring Flower
Program: Make Favors for Shut-ins
Serving: Sharon Brenneke, Glena Rhymer

LWML
The LWML Mite box will be available after church services on the 4th Sunday of each month. Through your giving
sixteen ministries will be blessed through the LWML Indiana District Mission Grants.
Feel free to pick up the Lutheran Woman’s QUARTERLY.
Continue to trim your cancelled stamps leaving ¼ inch margin and place in collection box on shelf across from the Family
Resource Center and Nursery. Proceeds go to missions.
LWML Prayer Service is Saturday, March 23, 2019 ‘GOD CARES FOR YOU!’ written by Reverend Allen D.
Anderson, a graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, and was ordained in 1981. He currently
shepherds Mt. Zion Lutheran Church and Preschool in Boulder, Colorado. The Prayer Service is centered around the
acronym for “CARES” and based on Psalm 94:17-19: If the Lord had not been my help, my soul would soon have lived in
the land of silence. When I thought, “My foot slips,” your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up. When the cares of my
heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul.
Registration 8:30 a.m. Prayer Service 9:00 a.m. Zion Lutheran Church, 1010 West Monroe Street, Decatur. A light lunch
will be served following the service.
There is an in-gathering for our seminary, CTSFW, and all ladies of our congregation are encouraged to donate personal
care products such as body wash, shampoo, shaving cream, tooth paste, kleenex, or any items you use daily, etc, etc. A
collection box is located on shelf across from the Family Resource Center and Nursery. Any questions ask Marilyn
Bulmahn.

LWML CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2019
March 23, 2019 Prayer Service – Zion Lutheran Church - Decatur
In-Gathering for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
March 29-30, 2019 INDIANA DISTRICT LWML RETREAT - CRG Event Center, Plainfield, Indiana
“Sisters in Christ – Chosen to Care” Colossians 3:12 Retreat Speaker: Katie Schuermann
April 7, 2019

LLL/LWML Spring Rally – Emmanuel Ev. Lutheran Church – Soest

June 20 – 23, 2019 38th Biennial National LWML Convention, Mobile, Alabama

Flower Chart
You will find this posted on the wall next to the restrooms. Our flower coordinator is Evelyn Aumann (260-724-4431).

2019 Membership Directory
We appreciate the assistance in keeping our directory current. If you or a loved one has moved, changed phone
numbers, etc. it is helpful to forward this information to the church office. Thank-you!
churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or 639-6178

Wyneken’s 50th Anniversary Gala and Silent Auction –
Saturday, March 2nd, 6 p.m. at The Orchard Ridge Country Club.
Tickets $60 per person. For Tickets and Information: Please contact May Holt (760-696-0095)

March 14, 2019 - Card Games
Every 2nd Thursday of the month @ 1:30 p.m. we meet in the Parish Hall for cards, snacks and fellowship.
All are welcome to join us!

Lenten Meals – Serving time begins at 5:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Ash Wednesday, March 6th – Youth Serving a Baked Potato Bar
March 13th – Social Committee serving Pasta and Salads
March 20th - 175th Anniversary Committee serving Brats, Hot Dogs and German Potato Salad
March 27th – Wyneken’s Kindergarten Class serving TBD
April 3rd – The Kenton Kleine Family (Proceeds to the Youth) – Serving Soup and Hot Chicken Sandwiches
April 10th – Evangelism serving TBD

LLL Breakfast:
Lutheran Hour Prayer Breakfast
When: Saturday, March 16, 2019
Time: Registration 8:00 AM. Breakfast served at 8:30 AM
Where: St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2131 Getz Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804
Cost: $7.00 per person: $14.00 per family
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony Cook, Vice-President, Global Ministries, Lutheran Hour Ministries

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Friedheim-Annual Soup and Sandwich Dinner with a
Craft and Bake Sale, on Sunday, March 10th, 2019, at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School located at
11565 North US Highway 27, Decatur, Indiana.

MENU: Homemade Soups, Sandwiches, Salads and Desserts. The meal will be served from 10:00 a.m.
through 1:00 p.m. with carryout service available.

PREMIER CONFERENCE FOR LUTHERAN LAITY...You're invited to attend the Issues, Etc. "Making
the Case" Conference Friday, June 7 and Saturday, June 8 at Concordia University Chicago. Topics include:
Secular Progressivism, Christian Joy, The Lord's Supper, The Hippocratic Oath and Conservatism. You can
meet and hear: Ross Douthat of the New York Times, Wesley Smith of National Review, Aaron Wolf
of Chronicles, LCMS President Matt Harrison, Rev. Hans Fiene of Lutheran Satire and LCMS Worship
Director Rev. Will Weedon. Early bird registration is $115 and includes three meals. You can save up to $100
per night by taking advantage of dormitory options (including the new Concordia Hall) For more information,
visit www.issuesetc.org or call (618) 223-8385.

Bingen’s Fish and Tenderloin Dinner - Sunday March 17th, 2019
10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
At: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School
11565 N US 27
Decatur, IN 46733
Adults: $10.00 Children: (6-12) $5.50; 5 and under Free
All Welcome – All You Can Eat
Fried by: Dan’s Fish Fry Service of Huntington
*Drive Thru Available *Accepting Credit Cards
Info: 260-639-6178
Proceeds to: Family Assistance Fund
Bake Sale: The Ladies Guild will have a bake sale with the Fish Fry. Anyone may donate
items for the sale. Please bring your baked goods by 10:00 a.m. to the cafetorium on Sunday
morning, of the Fish Fry. Thank-you!
Sheboygan Lutheran High School Lenten Concert - The Sheboygan Lutheran High School
Symphonic Band and Konzertchor from Sheboygan, WI is pleased to announce that it will be performing in
Decatur, IN at 7:00pm on Sunday, March 24th. The concert will be held at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School
(11565 US-27). “Victorious” is the theme for the concert which will feature devotional thoughts as well as a
variety of sacred, choral and instrumental music. Admission is free to all who attend, however a free-will
offering will be taken. Please invite family and friends to join the Sheboygan Lutheran Music Department for a
wonderful night of music, worship, and fellowship.

Host Families Needed! The Sheboygan Lutheran High School Music Department from Sheboygan
Wisconsin is coming to Wyneken to hold a concert at 7pm on Sunday, March 24th! I am in needed of providing
overnight arrangements for 75 students in the choir. The students would be picked up following the concert on
Sunday evening and returned to Wyneken the following morning at 7:30. If you would be willing to host some
students for that evening please email jgavrun@wyneken.org, call 269-547-002 or text 810-569-2835 Jessica
Gavrun with the number of students you would be able to host. This is a wonderful opportunity to show love to
our neighbors and enjoy an evening of fellowship! If you are unable to host, I strongly encourage you to come
and listen to the beautiful music that evening!

LWML Scholarships for College Students - Applications are now available for $500 scholarships for
the 2019-2020 academic year awarded through the LWML Indiana District Scholarship Fund. A limited
number of scholarships are given to students preparing for full-time church work in the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod. Students must demonstrate a need for financial assistance, have a good scholastic aptitude and
be enrolled in an LCMS college or seminary. Applicants need to be a communicant member of an LCMS
Indiana District congregation for at least eighteen months prior to applying for a scholarship. Applications are
posted on the Indiana District LWML website – under Resources, then Applications and Forms. An
application may be also acquired by contacting Iris Wittman, LWML Scholarship Chairman,
at mariawit35@gmail.com. Deadline to apply is March 15, 2019.

Association Vacation Bible School Organizational Meeting - March 14th at 6 p.m.
We need leaders and volunteers for this year's Association Vacation Bible School. Please join us in the Bingen
Parish Hall on Thursday, March 14th at 6 p.m. if you are willing to help out in any of the following areas: setup and decorating, food preparation, crafts, music, group leader, storyteller, first-day festivities, clean-up, etc.

Looking Ahead to the Month of April
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 9909 Wayne Trace, will be hosting a Spring craft bazaar on Saturday, April 13,
2019, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Crafter/vendor tables are available for $25.00 ea. Deadline is March 23rd. If you
interested in a table or have any questions, please contact Sharon Schlaudroff at dschlaudroff@eawifi.com or
Annie Counterman at abcount@aol.com for more information.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Since 2010, over $414 million has been distributed to thousands of churches, schools, and other nonprofits just
like yours through Thrivent Choice®. Through this program, eligible members can make an impact by
recommending where Thrivent donates its charitable outreach dollars each year.
We are excited to share, St John Lutheran Church received $7,271 in charitable outreach funding in
2018. We would love to hear how this gift helped further your mission.
All 2018 Choice Dollars® have been made available for members to direct and 2018 Choice Dollars expire on
March 31, 2019. Encourage your supporters to direct now, by using the free promotional materials available in
the Promote Thrivent Choice section on Thrivent.com.
There’s more to Thrivent Choice (and Thrivent too)!
Our members have access to a unique suite of member benefits designed to put resources in their hands to help
strengthen their communities. By partnering with our members, these programs can be used to help grow your
organization and support your mission.
Reduce online donation fees: Thrivent, in partnership with InFaith Community Foundation, helps members
make personal online donations to enrolled organizations. Thrivent will cover all the online processing fees*,
so 100% of the donation goes directly to your mission.
Inspire volunteers: Thrivent Action Teams start with a simple question: “Who can I help and how?” Members
support a community need and grab friends and family to form a volunteer team and implement ways to
address it. Thrivent provides promotional resources and up to $250 in seed money to jump-start a fundraiser,
educational event or service project.
Members are eligible to lead up to two Thrivent Action Teams per year. Communicating with your Thrivent
Choice supporters how Thrivent Action Teams could benefit your organization is a great way to inspire
members to take action.
Swing a hammer and build hope: Together, Thrivent and Habitat for Humanity help build homes for families
in need of a safe and decent place to call home. There are many ways to help.
Looking for more? There’s more to our member benefits than we can even share here, we encourage you to
take a minute and see what all the benefits we have to offer and what makes us different.
Best wishes for a successful 2019!

Career Opportunities with Cross Connections
Cross Connections is seeking someone to add to our awesome staff of counselors. We are looking for a
Christian counselor who is Indiana State Licensed and capable of accepting insurance. We offer a flexible work
schedule and hours, a great collaborative atmosphere and opportunities to serve God with the gifts you have
been blessed with. If this sounds like something you are interested in, please email your cover letter and resume
to: garyyounghans@crossconnectionscounseling.com

Pack Away Hunger
On Friday and Saturday, March 29th and 30th, once again, the cafeteria at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran
School, 11565 N US Highway 27, Decatur, Indiana, will be full of activity: as we plan to pack 40,000 meals, at
our annual event, to benefit the Pack Away Hunger campaign.
Pack Away Hunger is a nonprofit organization dedicated to greatly improving the lives of children and others
who suffer from hunger and malnutrition. To achieve our mission, we have partnered with The Mathile
Institute for Human Nutrition to develop the most highly nutritious pre-packaged meals available. These meals
are scientifically proven to meet the specific nutritional needs of children and other at-risk populations. This
meal remains easy and safe to transport, and culturally acceptable worldwide. If you would like to know more
about this non-for-profit organization, you can go to their website, www.packawayhunger.org.
Seventy-five percent (75%) of the meals packed will remain in Adams, Wells, and Allen Counties. We have
several food pantries in the community that have expressed interest in receiving the meals, as well as, after
school back pack programs. The remaining twenty-five percent (25%) will be distributed internationally to the
country of Haiti through an international partner network. The need for these meals is just as great now as it
has been in past years. If you are interested in donating funds to help offset the $12,000 needed to make our
goal, please make your check payable to Pack Away Hunger and mail it to: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Friedheim, Attn: Pack Away Hunger, 10653 North 550 West, Decatur, IN 46733. If possible, we would like to
have all funds raised by Sunday, March 10th.
On Friday, March 29th we will have 100+ student volunteers, from our own Wyneken School, working in
fellowship together to pack meals benefitting others in their community.
On Saturday, March 30th, we will need 120 volunteers for our packing that day. Our packing event will be
from 9:00—12Noon. If you belong to an organization or club, (such as National Honor Society or 4-H), that
encourages community service hours, this event is the place for you! We will be providing forms to record your
volunteer hours for those who need them. This event is also a wonderful opportunity for parents, (and
grandparents), to volunteer with their children and to work on a project together. Once again, as in the past few
years, we will be visited by some special guests, during the packing time to meet with our young volunteers and
for picture opportunities. Whether you are 6 or 80 or somewhere in between, there is a job for you! If you
would be willing to volunteer, please contact Dawn Buuck by email at zionfrdhm.pahunger@gmail.com or by
telephone at 260-724-7952, by Saturday, March 24th. For updates and additional information, please check
out our Decatur Pack Away Hunger Facebook Page.

March Baptismal Birthdays
Martin Aumann
Jacques Beaulieu
Robert Bergman
Sylvia Berning
Gavin Blackburn
Royce Bradbury
Jeffrey Bultemeier
Ronald Bultemeier
Bonnie Caston
Jorden DeBolt
Amanda Emenhiser
Marissa Feipel
Ian Fifer
Paul (Colton) Fuelling
Mark Gallmeyer
Clara Gavrun

Bruce Gilreath
Lonnie Graft
Gregory Hardesty
Stephanie Hartman
Loren Heckman
Amanda Hirschy
Lora Hormann
Andrew James
Kelly Johnson
Jeffery Kiess
Linda Knowlden
Meghan Kohne
Jason Lautzenheiser
Sarah Lee
Ryan Lehrman
Cassandra Moore

Amy Peters
Michael Peters
Daniel Sauer
Arnold Scheumann
Mark Scheumann
Nicholas Scheumann
Roger Scheumann
Garrett Schieferstein
Madison Schieferstein
Lucas Schlemmer
Jeffrey Schroeder
Jordan Schroeder
Nathaniel Selking
Nathan Shelton
Norma (Jean) Uffelman
Phillip Wilder

March Wedding Anniversaries

3/1 Nicholas & Jennifer Rohlf
3/3 Donald & Hope Dressler
2/5 Scott & Betty Schroeder
3/6 Nathaniel & Joy Selking
3/8 Chris & Tammy Hoffman
3/9 Jonathan & Julie Snyder
3/12 Daniel & Karen James
3/16 Mark & Jennifer Schieferstein
3/17 Dale & Roxana Boenker
3/18 Lynn & Sandra Selking

We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month. If we have
left you out, please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special
dates. We invite you to forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future. As the
office continually reviews our membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so
that we don't leave you out in the coming year. Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or
contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates. Thank You!

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen
Voters Assembly Meeting
Date and Time:

January 28, 2019, 8:00 p.m.

Called to Order by:

Chairman Randy Lepper

Devotions:
Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Daily Prayers from page 297 of the LSB.
Hymn 394 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” was sung. The reading was from 1st John, Chapter 3 followed by
prayer.
Recording Secretary’s Report:
The December 4, 2018 Voter’s Meeting minutes were approved as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report:
Jay Witte presented the Financial Summary for the twelve months ending December 31, 2018
(attached). Net contributions to the Salary and Maintenance Fund were $564,360.97. With expenses of $631,461.25,
the deficit for 2018 was $66,883.02. Actual expenses were 9.7% under budgeted expenses ($20,272.75). Jay noted that
individual expense lines are close to or under the budgeted amount. The one exception is the Vacation Bible School
expense line item. Jay explained that this amount was offset by reimbursements of $$3,246.27 from St. Paul – Preble
and Zion – Friedheim.
M/S/C To accept the Treasurer’s report as presented
Financial Secretary’s Report:
Delin Kleine presented his report for the 4th Quarter ending December 31, 2018
(attached). Delin reviewed the numbers in his report and commented that overall contributions and receipts in 2018
were above the amounts contributed in 2015, 2016, but lower than 2017. Delin stated that the final contribution
statements for 2018 were mailed on January 28, 2019.
M/S/C To accept the Financial Secretary’s report as presented.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Brock presented the membership changes since our last meeting (attached).
There were two Baptisms – Levi Mason Howard on December 16, 2018 and Amelia Kay Plas on January 13,
2019.
There was one Marriage – Jon W. Fuhrman and Cayla Grover on December 23, 2018.
Three members were transferred to their eternal glory – Shirley Braun on December 9, 2018, Billie Counterman
on December 9, 2018 and Gerald Fuhrmann on December 15, 2018.
Also, Alan E. Oetting was transferred to his eternal glory on May 24, 2016, but was not reflected in our records at
that time.
M/S/C To transfer Dean, spouse Jamie and children Lucas and Rachel Scheumann to St. Peter’s, Ft Wayne, IN
M/S/C To transfer Edward and spouse Bonnie Bultemeyer to Zion – Decatur, Decatur, IN
M/S/C To transfer McKenzie Brown to Mount Olive, Columbia, SC
M/S/C To transfer Jacob, spouse Nicole, children Douglas, Lillian and Amelia to Zion – Decatur, Decatur, IN
As of January 28, 2019 there were 878 souls and 679 communicants.
Pastor stated that Ash Wednesday is March 6, 2019. There will be Divine Services held at 1:00 p.m. and 7: p.m.
The theme for the Lenten services is “Penitential Psalms”. The 1:00 p.m. Vespers service will also be attended by
the Wyneken School students. The 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer service will be followed by the Service of the
Sacrament. Both services will be on Wednesdays. Seminarian Josef Muench will preach at the March 20, 2019
service.
Pastor reported that the Youth groups had several events in November, December and January with more planned for
February and March. The Middle School Youth made Christmas crafts and went caroling at Adams Woodcrest and
Adams Heritage on December 16, 2018. Unfortunately, none of them were able to attend the Allen County March for
Life on January 26, 2019. They are planning on ice skating at Headwaters Park followed by Coney Island restaurant on
February 10, 2019.
The High School Youth had two Wyneken service and games activities on October 28, 2018 and December 2, 2018.
They have met at Parsonage I on November 4th, 11th and 18th, 2018, December 23, 2018 and January 6th, 13th, and 27th,
2019. Future gatherings are planned for February 10th and 19th, 2019 and March 3, 2019. There was a successful movie
night at the Chris Caston home on December 9, 2018 and another is planned for February 24, 2019. Along with the
Middle School Youth, the High School Youth also participated in making Christmas crafts and went caroling at Adams
Woodcrest and Adams Heritage on December 16, 2018. Future plans include snow skiing in Northern Michigan from
March 8, 2019 to March 10, 2019.

Elders’ Report:
No Report
Trustees’ Report:
No Report
Deacons’ Report:
No Report
Wyneken School Board:

Josh Hoot reported that the Board is working on the 2019 – 2020 School year budget.

St. John’s Board of Education:
No Report
Board of Stewardship: Tyrone Boenker reported that the Stewardship Board met recently to address the 2018 deficit in
the Salaries and Maintenance Fund. The Board has suggested a pledge drive to reduce the deficit within the first two
quarters of 2019. A letter with a card will be sent to all members with contribution labels. A response is requested and
follow-ups will be made.
M/S/C To have a pledge drive to reduce the 2018 Salary and Maintenance Fund deficit of $66,883.02 within the
first and second quarter of 2019.
The Planning Board:
No Report
Board of Evangelism:
Jon Fuhrman reported that the Board will be working with the 175th Anniversary
Committee on a pictorial in 2019.
Wills Committee:
No Report
Committee for Management and Care of the Farmland in the New Church Building Fund:
No Report
175th Anniversary Committee: Lynn Selking stated that a Trivia night will be held on April 12, 2019.
Also, after the Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday, a picture of the members in the Church will be taken for the pictorial.
Lynn noted that towards the end of 2019, a mailing will be made to the members detailing the events planned in 2020
for the 175th anniversary celebration.
In an effort to have some continuity going into the celebration year, it was requested that the current members stay on
the committee. Randy Lepper will handle this with his 2019 congregational chairman appointments.
Cemetery Committee:
No Report
Lutheran Laymen’s League / Lutheran Hour:
No Report
Men’s Activities Committee:

Randy Lepper announced that the annual fish fry will be held on March 17, 2019.

Lutheran Foundation:
No Report

Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute:
Kevin Selking reported that the Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute will hold classes from 7:00 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at
Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School. The dates are February 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th, 2019. The Instructors are Dr.
Charles Gieschen, Dr, John Pless, Rev. Matthew Wietfeldt and Rev. Andrew Yeager.

Old Business:
Randy Lepper presented the “Parsonage Pet Policy” (attached). It was noted that this policy will be effective for
future tenants of said Parsonages. The policy does not apply to current occupants of the Parsonages. There was
discussion regarding the policy
M/S/C To adopt the “Parsonage Pet Policy” with the change from $25 (US Dollars) per month to $75 (US
Dollars) per month
Randy then requested a procedural vote regarding the issue of the Youth and Family Life Director. Based on the
Steering Committee recommendation, the salary split would be ¼ - St. John – Bingen Family Life Director and ¾ - joint
Youth Director split equally among St. John – Bingen, St. Paul – Preble and Zion – Friedheim. Kevin Selking presented
additional information regarding the need for a Family Life and Youth Director. There was much discussion regarding
this issue.
M/S/ To proceed with the Steering Committee recommendation
A ballot vote was held.
The motion passed with 29 “yes” votes and 28 “no” votes.
M/S/C To continue the meeting pass 10:00 p.m.
New Business:
Randy presented the 2019 appointments as follows:
Board of Planning – Larry Conrad 2019-202
Sunday School Superintendent – Jesse Holt 2019
Bible Class Superintendent - Dave Albersmeyer 2019
Investment Committee – Verlin Bulmahn 2019-2021
Grounds Committee – Marty Aumann 2019 – 2020
Cemetery Committee – Jan Witte 2019-2020
Activities Committee - Chad Mark and Holly Laurent 2019-2021
Audit Committee – Jani McDowell and Verlin Bulmahn 2019
Men’s Activities Committee – Don Westrick 2019-2021
LLL & Lutheran Hour – Kevin Brown 2017-2019
175th Anniversary Committee – Lynn Selking (Chairman), Linda Abdon, Jonathon Zwick, Melanie Scheumann,
Cynthia Holt, Danelle Westrick, Glendolyn Rhymer, Don Gresley, Randal Lepper, Holly Laurent, Jani
McDowell and Tracy Hoot 2019-2020
Pastor Brock thanked Trent Kleine, Brad Melcher, Kevin Selking, Nate Selking, Jon Zwick and the Deacons for their
snow removal work prior to the Sunday Services.
New Business (continued)
Pastor Brock stated that the door offering for the Decatur Lutherans for Life was Sunday, January 20, 2019. Due to the
very poor weather, the Church attendance was well below average. Pastor would like the Church Council to consider
another Service for an additional door offering.
There was discussion regarding the call procedures for a new Youth and Family Life Director.
M/S/C
To allow the Church Council to select the members for the Youth and Family Life Director Call Committee
Ron Bultemeier discussed shortening some of the pews in the Church to allow better access for handicapped
individuals. We could probably use some of the shorter pews that have been removed in the past.
M/S/C
To Adjourn at 10:16 p.m.
Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison and the Benediction.
Members Present:
Others Present:

66
0
Respectfully Submitted
Jeffery L. Kiess
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March 2019
March 3, 2019 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Psalm 99; Old Testament: Hebrews 3:1-6; Gospel: Luke 9:28-36
“His Exodus” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:28-36 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege
On the Mount of Transfiguration Moses and Elijah spoke to Jesus about His departure. The word for “departure” is
literally “exodus.” Through Moses God led His Old Testament people in an extraordinary Exodus. Christ traveled an
Exodus that brings His people into the “Promised Land” of heaven!
March 10, 2019 – First Sunday in Lent
Psalm 91:1-13; Epistle: Romans 10:8b-13; Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
“God Commands His Angels” - Sermon Text: Psalm 91:1-13 - Rev. Bill Mueller
Psalm 91 contains one of the most treasured promises in all of Scripture. What does it mean that God commands His
angels over us? How are we encouraged to live our Christian faith with this in mind?
March 17, 2019 – Second Sunday in Lent
Psalm 4; Epistle: Philippians 3:17-4:1; Gospel: Luke 13:31-35
“Where’s Your Home?” - Sermon Text: Philippians 3:20-21 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Citizens incur obligations and benefits. Through the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we
hold citizenship in heaven. Paul encourages the Philippians, and us, to live each day mindful of the obligations and
benefits we possess by answering for us the question: Where's Your Home?
March 24, 2019 – Third Sunday in Lent
Psalm 85:1-9; Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
“Temptation” - Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We have been and will be tempted to sin. Who will help us in our time of need? Jesus – who was tempted in every way
that we are, yet who never sinned.
March 31, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 32; Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
“The Prodigal Father” - Sermon Text: Luke 15:11 - Rev. Thomas A. Eggold
This story in Luke 15 is often called the “Parable of the Prodigal Son.” But the word prodigal is actually a much better
description of the father. You see, “prodigal” means “reckless” or “extravagant” and it is in the father’s unrestrained and
overwhelming grace that we find the truth that changes our lives.

Worship Anew can be viewed every SUNDAY:
7:00 a.m. EPTA-TV 21.2 [NBC]
8:00 a.m. MyTV 21.3
11:30 a.m. WINM-TV 12/38 [TCT]
4:00 p.m. & Monday 10:00 a.m. Comcast 55 & Frontier 25 [PEG]
* Note: This is just a short list of viewings on our local channels; more are available with other providers.
“Worship Anew” can also be found on the following website - click "Online Worship": www.worshipanew.org

