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HYMN OF CONFESSION

5

Chief of Sinners Though I Be

O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.

Stand
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending
and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide
among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Number 6:22-27

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the
people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace. So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 90:1-4 (Congregational stanzas are sung)
A LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
C O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come;
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure
A Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting You are God.
C Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.
Though mountains quake and earth gives way, Thy love in Christ endures.
The wages of our sin He paid; His death our life secures.
A You return man to dust and say, 'Return, O children of man!'
C Thy word commands our flesh to dust: "Return, ye sons of men!"
All nations rose from earth at first And turn to earth again.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op'ning day.
A For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.
C A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!
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EPISTLE READING

Galatians 3:23-29

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith
would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Holy Gospel
P

Luke 2:21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the
angel before he was conceived in the womb.

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY

5

Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6
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Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

SERMON
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
O Lord, have mercy.
O Christ, have mercy.
O Lord, have mercy.
O Christ, hear us.
God the Father in heaven, have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy.
Be gracious to us. Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us. Help us, good Lord.
From all sin, from all error, from all evil; From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden
and evil death; From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and
from rebellion; From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from
everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, fasting, and
temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious
death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.
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In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of
judgment:
Help us, good Lord.
We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.
To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your
Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain
them in holy living; to put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way
of truth all who have erred and are deceived; to beat down Satan under our feet; to send
faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and
Spirit:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give
our country Your protection in every time of need; to direct and defend our president and
all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our people; to watch over and
help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; to
grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in
their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; to strengthen and
keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us
all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and
preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, we implore You to hear us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us Your peace.
O Christ, hear us.
O Lord, have mercy.
O Christ, have mercy.
O Lord, have mercy. Amen.
Sit

OFFERING
All stand to sing the Doxology (LSB 805) as the offerings are brought forward.
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
THE PREFACE
P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE FOR CHRISTMAS
SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (Words of Institution)
PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God

Sit
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THE DISTRIBUTION
Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with The Lutheran Church –
Missouri Synod.

Hymns for Holy Communion
Let Us All with Gladsome Voice
Across the Sky the Shades of Night
The Ancient Law Departs
NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon

LSB 390
LSB 899
LSB 898

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P

Let us pray. We give thanks to You … one God, now and forever. Amen.
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SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS (sung)
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION (sung)
P

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN

5

6

Abide with Me

LSB 878

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
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